
SIXTH FORM PROSPECTUS

Shaping your Future through Excellence and Citizenship

If you wish to get in touch with us or would like to know 
more about Ark Academy Sixth Form please get in touch

Pay us a visit at
Ark Academy
Bridge Road,
Wembley Park
HA9 9JP

Contact Us
Tel: 020 8385 4370
Email: sixthform@arkacademy.org

arkacademy.org

Shaping your Future 
through Excellence 
and Citizenship



Our Mission
To build on our fi rm foundations of high aspirations, high motivation and high 
achievement for all. Through our extended curriculum and community life we 
seek to meet the need of the whole person. Civitas is at our core and the 
Sixth Form will build a community of civic pride and social justice. 

Our aim is that all students will be able to access high quality Higher Education. 
They will be equipped with the knowledge and skills for success after Sixth 
Form and graduation, enabling them to enjoy the career of their choice. 

Artists impression of our new 6th Form building



I am extremely proud to introduce you to Ark Academy Sixth Form. You 
are about to embark on the most important phase of your education in 
that the choices you make will have a direct impact on the rest of your life. 
This is not a decision to take lightly. We certainly do not. In fact we have 
spent the last five years building an approach to teaching and learning that 
will enable you to ‘fly’ in the Sixth Form. 

 Firstly, Ark Academy provides a first class learning environment based on 
outstanding teaching and facilities. Secondly, we pride ourselves on our 
knowledge of every student’s strengths and aspirations. Our personal touch 
will ensure Ark students gain entry to the top universities. Thirdly, we are 
a very strong community based on active citizenship. We have Civitas at 
our heart and this binds us together and makes our community strong, 
welcoming and vibrant. 

I know our Sixth Formers will stand out in their preparedness for university 
and their future careers with their intellectual rigour and curiosity alongside 
a unique sense of commitment and desire to make a difference. 

I am sure you will be impressed by the atmosphere of Ark Sixth Form, the 
working environment, the sense of enjoyment in learning and the strong 
focus on achievement. 

Delia Smith OBE

Welcome
from the Principal

Shaping your 
Future through 
Excellence and 
Citizenship



First Class 
Learning 
Environment
We are really excited about the opening 
of our dedicated Sixth Form Centre which 
will expand and enhance the already 
superb Ark facilities. 

We are creating a purpose built environment to ensure 
the best learning environment for every sixth former. 

This includes:

• Dedicated sixth form study areas

• Excellent ICT provision

• Sixth Form Drama/Theatre/assembly spaces

• Sixth Form cafe and informal terrace area

• This space will open in early 2016

“Quite simply, we will build upon our first class learning 
environment, excellent teaching and commitment to 
citizenship to create a substantial future for every student.”



Academic Life
The sixth form offers a wide range of  
AS and A level courses. 

However, it is essential that every student is on the right 
pathway for them. We offer a wide range of subjects from 
psychology and physics to English and Economics*. Each AS/A 
level will have 6 periods per week of teaching. Alongside this 
there will be tutor time, careers guidance, extension activities 
and independent study time. 

There are different routes through the sixth form but typically 
most students start with 4 AS/A levels but ‘cash in’ one AS at 
the end of Year 12. These then form a standalone qualification, 
an AS, and the student continues with 3 or 4 subjects into A2. 

Our routes are:

• Four ‘A’ Levels and EPQ (Extended Project 
Qualification)

• Four ‘A’ levels and D of E (Duke of Edinburgh Award)

• Three ‘A’ levels and either of the above

• Three ‘A’ levels

Independent study and extending study beyond the confines 
of the syllabus are essential to 6th Form and in particular 
university success. 

Ark Academy provides both the space for independent 
learning and also supports students in making the best use  
of their time.

“Trust me you will want to 
come here! Ark Sixth Form 
will help all of us achieve 
our goals and allow students 
to find who they really 
are if they haven’t found 
themselves yet.”     SONIA

See website for list of subjects potentially offered. Final subject availability is dependent on viability.



Transition to  
Sixth Form Life
Yes, Sixth Form is different. Different because you are treated as adults 
who want to study and be here. However, it is hard work and requires 
a commitment to study and study beyond your A level courses. This will 
enable you to achieve your ambitions and goals in life.

There are several things we do to support this:

After GCSEs we offer a summer school to enable you to study in advance 
of the A levels you have chosen and gain access to the independent learning 
you can do to prepare you for the step up to A level. The most experienced 
Ark staff will work to settle you into Sixth Form and become your Sixth 
Form Tutors. For external students this means the best we have to offer. 

• Study periods are there to familiarise all sixth formers  
with the notion of independent study. 

• We will deliver workshops in goal setting and taking  
responsibility for tracking your progress in order to  
realise your academic potential.

“I will be more comfortable here and 
I know that the teachers will support 
and understand me”  SERENA



“ We have excellent teachers, they really 
are phenomenal. You won’t have to 
worry about your education at all if you 
come here.”  MICHAELA



“We do so much here outside 
of learning – Ark Academy 
has linked us to many other 
places such as Brilliant Club, 
Imperial College, Connexions 
and they have offered us a lot 
over the years that we wouldn’t 
get anywhere else.”    KELIESHA



‘Off spec’ Learning
In today’s competitive climate, all universities and 
employers demand that students display experience of 
and a commitment to additional activities which support 
their academic aspirations. 

We therefore pledge to provide you with opportunities specially tailored to 
your pathway. This will ensure that you have experiences beyond the confines 
of the syllabus which broaden your understanding, curiosity and passion for 
learning in your chosen field. Our provision will support you in demonstrating 
this in your applications and interviews. 

These opportunities will include: 

• Specific workshops from external providers

• Opportunities to meet undergrad/post-grad students/working 
professionals while you are studying

• Study visits both in UK and abroad

• Personalised programmes of study, suited to individual needs

We work with a wide range of outstanding institutions which provide 
extensive opportunities for students to broaden their studies including:
Princes’ Teaching Institute, Kings, UCL, SOAS extension programmes, McKinsey 
and Co Leadership Academy, Business in the Community, Sutton Trust.



Enrichment 
programme
In addition, to broaden learning 
in your chosen areas of study, the 
Sixth Form offers further activities 
from the purely recreational to 
those based on citizenship and 
community work.

We have many sporting opportunities ranging 
from badminton to rock climbing, alongside 
the highly competitive First Teams (basketball, 
football, netball etc), to more fun ‘knock 
abouts’ at the end of a busy week. The Duke of 
Edinburgh award is also offered to sixth formers.

Other areas of strength include the Sixth Form 
Debating Society, The Drama Society and 
music clubs. In addition to attending enrichment 
we encourage sixth formers to develop their 
citizenship dimension. This includes organising 
clubs for younger students, helping  with training 
sessions to support North London Citizens, 
supporting learning in the Ark Academy Primary 
and making a difference in the local community.



Ark Academy 
Diploma Award
Our Diploma awards students personal 
development beyond the classroom. 
Our Diploma recognises a range of 
worthwhile activities including:
 

• Work related learning

• Community action and outreach

• EPQ/Duke of Edinburgh

• Leading School Societies
 
All our students are expected to secure 
the Diploma and by doing so, students  
develop the knowledge, skills and 
interest to access top university and 
careers choices. To stretch and challenge 
all our students, a higher level Gold 
Diploma award is available for students 
who show outstanding leadership.

“We particularly support the way 
this award develops students’ 
critical thinking and evaluative 
skills through reflective writing. 
This will help students when they 
apply to universities, and will also 
support their undergraduate study”
WIDENING PARTICIPATION MANAGER,  
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHAMPTON



University and  
Careers Success
‘We leave no stone unturned!’
We expect all our Year 13 students to apply to Higher Education. Dedicated 
staff time from our highly qualified staff, including individual mentoring will 
ensure all students are guided through the application process – from selecting 
courses to preparing for interviews.

Ark Academy is part of three excellent schemes that really support university 
applications and career choices. Brilliant Club will support sixth formers who 
are applying to Oxbridge/Russell Group universities and Into University will 
also support raising A level attainment and widening access to university.  
All three together are a really powerful combination and demonstrate our 
total dedication to ensuring all our students are able to reach their higher 
education goals.

As part of the ARK network sixth formers will also have an unrivalled range of 
opportunities provided by the network University and Careers Success Team. 
These opportunities ensure you will have access to employability workshops, 
workplace visits, guest speakers, mentoring programmes and work experience 
opportunities through a range of corporate partners including:

• KPMG

• Goldman Sachs

• JP Morgan

• Bloomberg

• Thompson Reuters

Additionally ARK sixth form students benefit from network partnerships with 
a range of excellent universities which support the application process with 
advice and guidance about course and university choice.

Bursaries 
ARK’S generous 
partners  and supporters 
offer various bursaries 
to support post GCSE 
studies such as funding 
trips and residential visits 
to leading universities.
 
For our Year 13 going on to university, we 
have a number of bursaries ranging from 
£3,000 for the first year only, to £30,000 
across the length of the course to help  
with the financial cost of university life.  
The bursaries are aimed at high achieving 
Year 13 students who have made a positive 
contribution to their school and community. 
The bursary students become members of 
an ARK alumni network, with opportunities 
to participate in different activities and 
events to gain valuable skills and experience.



“The teachers are more like 
guides who show us the 
way rather than tell us what 
to do. They provide the 
example to follow.”  FREDDIE

Ark Academy Scholars
At Ark Academy, we recognise excellence at GCSE 
and encourage high achievers as they start their 
A-Level journey.

Students who average A grade or above at 
GCSE will join our Ark Academy Scholars Group. 
Students in this group will receive a small financial 
incentive and will get first choice on the exciting 
opportunities available to visit top universities and 
to be involved in exciting academic projects, such 
as work with the Brilliant Club.

Ark Academy Scholars will receive:

• £100 if Scholars score a 7-7.4 average at 
GCSE (an A grade equals 7 points, an A* 
grade equals 8 points)

• £150 if Scholars score a 7.5-7.9 average  
at GCSE

• £200 if Scholars score a 8 average at GCSE



“Ark Academy has matured 
me. I think I behave myself 
in a professional environment 
because that is what our 
school is – it’s for students like 
us who take pride in our work 
and want to do well.” ANDREI



Life in the Sixth Form
As students you will benefit from the use of a dedicated,  
state of the art Sixth Form Centre which includes a space  
for relaxation and private study. 

Sixth Formers will be expected to act as role models for younger students and play 
a role in the life of the Academy. As sixth formers you will be expected to follow a 
dress code that sets an example to others; you will be smart and professional in your 
personal presentation. 

There are leadership responsibilities available that will be key within the life of the
Academy. These will include Head Boy and Girl, their deputies and House Captains
alongside a team of Senior Prefects with a whole variety of important roles to fulfil.
There will be excellent opportunities for sixth formers to develop their leadership
skills and contribute to the busy life of Ark Academy.

“I came late to Ark but I felt so supported 
here that I know if someone were to 
come new into the sixth form it would 
be the same thing. They will receive the 
same response and support that I did 
from my peers and teachers.”  CLEMENT



Our expectations &  
your entitlements
Freedom and responsibility go hand in hand. In choosing to stay 
on in this sixth form, we assume you are committed, enthusiastic 
and mature enough to accept the challenges inherent in your 
new role. You will be role models for the rest of the academy, 
acting as leaders and mentors to younger students. 

What can you expect 
from us?

• Excellent subject expertise delivered 
in an innovative and exciting way.

• A strong support programme to help 
and guide you through Year 12, Year 
13 and beyond.

• The Ark Diploma: A wide ranging 
enrichment and ‘off spec’ programme 
to broaden your experience. 

• Guidance and support as you choose 
university courses and consider your 
career choices

• Academic mentoring and tracking 
to ensure steady and impressive 
progress

• A dedication to ensuring you fulfil 
your true potential 

What do we expect 
from you?

• A mature and responsible approach 
to life in the Sixth Form

• Adherence to our code of behaviour

• A full and engaged approach to study

• To listen to others and respect their 
point of view

• To treat other students, staff and 
external visitors with respect and 
consideration

• To treat our beautiful environment 
and facilities with respect

• To develop into self motivated, 
thoughtful, independent learners

• To act as role models for the rest of 
the school

• To fulfil your true potential



Sixth Form 
Dress Code
As recognition of sixth formers’ growing 
maturity and independence our dress 
code is based upon business principles. 

We believe that a business dress code promotes 
fairness and equality for all students in the sixth form. 

As well as giving students a more adult image; the 
dress code strikes a balance between some degree 
of individuality whilst recognising the importance of 
setting an example to the younger members of the 
school community. 

• A smart business suit in dark colours (navy, 
black or dark grey). 

• Girls –smart dress ,skirt or trousers with jacket 
(in above colours)

• A smart business shirt/blouse ( tie for the boys)

• Smart business shoes

“Our core values will 
definitely help us in the 
future. Being ‘Civitas’, 
helping people and 
aiming to be excellent in 
all that we do will make 
us better people with the 
confidence to go out and 
help shape our world.”  
HAIDER



Admission Criteria
To achieve a place at Ark Academy Sixth Form you will need to meet  
the following criteria:

• You will need 5 A*-B GCSE grades

• Some subjects require higher entry criteria

All subjects offered have individual course, assessment and entry  
criteria information sheets which are available from the Academy.

Applications
To apply for a place at Ark Academy Sixth Form:

• Complete an online application form

• Every applicant will be interviewed on a one to one basis and 
offers made in writing

• Taster sessions in The Spring Term offer applicants a great 
opportunity to sample their chosen courses

• In the summer term, after GCSEs finish we offer summer school 
classes to bridge the gap between GCSE and A Level courses 
which enable students to get off to a flying start in September

• In August GCSE results allow us to confirm admission and 
course choices.

• Enrolment takes place immediately after GCSE results  
in late August

Make the best choice 
and prepare yourself 
for success with Ark 
Academy Sixth Form
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