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Dear Parents/Carers,

We can be rightly proud in 
Ark Academy of the level of 
community engagements 
that our students take part 
in and indeed the 
tremendous support staff 
give to those endeavours. 
This term we have really 
stepped up the scale of this 
engagement with the 
edition of the Ark Alert that 
the students published 
focussing on violent crime 
in the community and the 
issue of poor housing and 
overcrowding. The 
immediate response from 
politicians and the media 
to this excellent report has 
been really quite revealing. 
This demonstrates how 
well-organised campaigns 
can have an impact.
Community engagement 
comes in many forms and 
the ongoing commitment 
of our school to support 
Key charities is inspiring.

On another theme, 
broadening horizons, our 
sixth formers have ended 
their first year in sixth form 
with an amazing discovery 
week with the aim of 
supporting their university 
applications by looking 
beyond their ‘A’ Levels and 
looking further afield for 
their applications. In music 
our horizons have also be 
broadened through our 
engagement with the 
English National Opera.

All in all, a really amazing 
term with so many student 
opportunities.

I wish one and all a happy 
summer break.

Politicians, Police & Media respond 
to Crime and Housing Survey

A Moment of a lifetime

The school’s team of social activists discussed 
how to get the attention of people in power 
after a survey revealed alarming conditions for 
students at home and in the streets.

They sent copies of school newspaper The Ark 
Alert to politicians, police and journalists. The 
newspaper contained some of the responses 
from the anonymous written survey, conducted 
in April. 

“Me and my mum saw a young boy stabbed in 
our road and he was struggling to walk, so we 
called an ambulance for him,” one boy wrote. 
Another said, “I am scared to walk home.”

One girl said her family of seven is crammed 
into a one-bedroom flat, in a building where 
drug addicts bring misery to residents.

The 8th of March opened its doors to the most phenomenal 
experience of my life: representing South Africa as 
a delegate in the United Nations Disarmament and 
International Security committee. 

On the first day of conference in Rome (Saturday 9th March) 
I attended the Opening ceremony held at the Luiss Guido 
Carli University. There I was able to listen to the inspirational 
speeches made by guest speakers such as Hon. Prof. 
Lorenzo Fioramonti (Italian Deputy Minister of Education, 
University and Research), and Ms. Wendy Wiver (First 
Counsellor Bilateral and Foreign Policy, British Embassy. 

We began our committee sessions on Sunday 10th March. 
My committee discussed ‘the question of disarmament and 
evolving global relations between 1949-1953’. However, 
as this year was the 10th edition of the conference there 
was a twist, my committee was both a historical and a 
crisis committee. This meant that it was set between the 
years 1949-1953 and gradually the chairs would introduce 
a ‘crisis’, or a pressing issue, topic or decision taken by a 
country. These would range from the USA ordering the 
development of the Hydrogen bomb in response to the 
USSR, to the People’s Republic of China entering the conflict 
by sending thousands of soldiers to support North Korea. 
As a result, the committee was under extreme pressure to 
find a way to disarm and protect countries whilst respecting 
the sovereignty of individual states. Eventually, we reached 
a resolution which was passed after what seemed like 4 
years, literally.

I particularly enjoyed the conference because it helped me 
develop my public speaking skills when making speeches 
to my committee. I was also able to further improve upon 
my teamwork when working with other delegates to form 
resolutions and directives. I will treasure the memories, 
skills and friendships forever.

The Ark Alert
From Harlesden to Wembley, all the news without fear or favour

Written by  
the social activists  
of Ark Academy 

Special edition Thursday, 9 May 2019

by IImaan abdIrahman 
and KImI Goldman

In a separate survey, Ark Academy 
students asked members of the 
public about their concerns.

Students asked shoppers in Wem-
bley Park about crime, housing and 
the immigration service. 

One older woman said her brother 
was stabbed and killed by a young 
man after refusing a request for a 
cigarette. The killer was sentenced 
to prison, but the woman said as a 
result she has a persistent fear of 
teenagers loitering on the street. 

A man said the installation of 
CCTV at his flat ended a long-run-
ning ordeal caused by young men 
loitering at the entrance. He said 

Brent students live in fear of crime
Desperately 
overcrowded 
housing  
also revealed  
in school survey 
  
by nora Elbana

Violent crime and inadequate hous-
ing are the primary concerns of 
teenagers in Wembley and Stone-
bridge in the London Borough of 
Brent.

Insufficient space for large fami-
lies, fear of burglary and unease 
over groups of young men  loiter-
ing were among the main worries 
of 540 students aged 12-15 sur-
veyed at Ark Academy. 

Some reported witnessing vio-
lent crime at first hand. Others 
spoke of fears relating to antiso-
cial or intimidating behaviour by 
neighbours, including the dealing 
and smoking of drugs. 

“Me and my mum saw a young 
boy stabbed in our road and he was 
struggling to walk so we called the 
ambulance for him,” one student 
replied in the written survey.

One student said his mother was 
assaulted by a group of people who 
demanded a chain she was wearing. 
“It was traumatic,” the boy said. 

“They tried to stop me and my 
brother,” a student responded. 
Another added: “I am scared to 
walk home.” 

A student wrote: “Someone tried 
to get in our house but couldn’t 
open it. We’re scared in case he 
comes back again.”

The anonymous survey of three 
age groups at Ark Academy, con-
ducted in April by several Year 
10 students, aimed to identify the 
greatest concerns faced by resi-
dents. The school is a member of 
North London Citizens, a network 
of schools, civic groups and reli-
gious communities, which carried 
out similar surveys.

Many students said they want to 
see more police on the streets. “I 
frequently fear for my safety and 
more about my family’s safety,” 
one wrote. 

Another said: “There are always 
gangs hanging near my house.” 

One boy said a spate of burgla-
ries on his street left his family in 
such unease that his mother stayed 
at home for two months in case 
attackers tried to break in. 

The London Borough of Brent 
has a large number of families living 
in social housing. The survey found 
that this housing is often a poorly 

Police investigate a drive-by shooting in Church road, Stonebridge, in 2016. press AssociAtion

residents also feel uneasy 
when young men gather

provisioned for large families, which 
typically have school-age students. 
Overcrowding at home denies teen-
agers privacy and makes it hard for 
them to focus on studies.

“I live in a one-bedroom house 
containing a family of seven,” one 

girl wrote. “We live in a bad area full 
of drugs and gangs on the second 
floor, and we have a baby.”

A female student in her mid-teens 
wrote: “I live in a room with four 
other siblings, one who is a boy. I 
don’t have privacy. Even though 
the three others are girls, they are 
too young to understand the things 
I go through.” 

She continued: “I find it hard 
to revise due to lack of space. 
Recently my grades have dropped 
due to my lack of space.”

A boy said: “I have a disabled 
sister and I have a house where I 
sleep on a mattress on the floor.”

Brent is one of the poorest 
London boroughs in terms of 
employment. There are few large 
employers, and only a handful 
of  companies pay the London 
Living Wage, a sum calculated 
to meet the higher costs of living 
in the capital. 

Some students reported dif-
ficulty for their parents making 

ends meet. One wrote: “My mum 
works as a babysitter and only 
comes home for a few hours and 
goes back. I would like to see a 
higher pay or drop in the prices 
of living.”  

Another wrote: “My mum pays 
so much for rent she can hardly 
afford food and supplies.”

The survey also revealed fami-
lies caught up in the UK immigra-
tion system. 

“My sister wasn’t allowed in the 
country at first, and my family had 
to pay nearly £10,000 just for her 
to enter the country and get British 
citizenship,” one student wrote.

Some students revealed concerns 
about untreated mental health. 

“My uncle is abusive to all 
people as he is always drunk. He 

it was a joint investment by resi-
dents, rather than waiting for the 
council to release funds.

A female resident said she has 
unsuccessfully asked the council 
to install lighting on her street. 
Lack of illumination gives gangs 
cover as they deal drugs on her 
road, causing persistent fear 
among residents, she said.

The difficulty of obtaining a 
settled immigration status also 
figured in responses.

A woman said her brother had 
to wait two years to get citizenship 
even though he had paid all fees 
and was entitled to the status.

One mother whose children were 
born in London  said she has paid 
£3,080 in fees but still is denied 
long-term status. 

Immigration lawyers say the gov-
ernment cannot withhold residency 

or citizenship from individuals who 
have a right to it.

The interviewees gave their 
names but were not asked for per-
mission to publish, so the names 
are being withheld.

‘i live in a one-bedroom house containing  
a family of seven. We live in a bad area.’ 

Knives, drink  
and loitering:  
what teens said
“Last night there was two boys 
stabbed in the street I live in.”

“One of my sister’s friends was 
stabbed at the age of 10/11”

“I got attacked by robbers, 
however my dad saved us.”

“When we came back from 
holiday we found our front door 
open and we were robbed.”

“We don’t feel very safe. Near 
my house there is a large group 
of drunk men hanging around.”

“(Young men) block the way 
on the stairs and play loud music 
and spit all over the stairs.” 

“I once got followed home by 
a drunk man so I had to circle 
around my block.”

“It isn’t fair for myself to be 
scared when I leave my home.”

“Usually at night gangs start to 
group up and make other people 
feel uncomfortable.”

“Too many idle men.” 
“I would like to see more stop 

and searches around the area.” 
“I would like to see a wider 

array of health and wellbeing 
services for young and also 
addicts.”

Students speak to Wembley residents in march. Ark AcAdemy

just drank and kept shouting for 
no reason and leave beer bottles,” 
one wrote. 

While the survey pointed to 
shortcomings in police and borough 
resources, none of the issues seem 
unsolvable. The students will put 
their findings to candidates in Lon-
don’s mayoral election next year. 

by ShrEyaSI SrIvaStava 
and adrIarna ClarKE 

Every day we seem to be hearing 
the phrase youth crime. But what 
is it? 

It is crime committed by or 
against juvenile individuals, those 
same people who are supposed to 
have “the appearance, freshness or 
vigour of one who is young”, as the 
dictionary puts it.

 The most common incidents are 
petty crimes such as vandalism, 
graffiti and shoplifting. 

There is also assault, typically in 
a fight, and joyriding of cars.

Tottenham MP David Lammy 
points to the illicit drug economy 
in fuelling both violence and gang 
culture. Money moves from rich 
neighbourhoods to poor ones by 
the purchase of drugs. 

Family breakdown leaves young 
men lost, dangerous and endangered. 
Social media amplifies adolescent 
male aggression and boasting, so 
that the YouTube video becomes “a 
champion’s challenge to an oppos-
ing army”, as The Guardian wrote 
recently. 

The government is doing little. 
There is talk but little action.

Sentences of up to four years and 
fines of £5,000 are not to be disre-
garded. But that is not enough.  

In the year to November, 1,887 
knife attacks were reported, 272 of 
them fatal. Of the dead, 54 were 
under 21 years old.

A former Metropolitan Police 
Service officer has said the police 
are “powerless” to halt this, citing 
cuts to funding and consequently 
too few staff to deal with crimes 
when reported. 

to end the violence we should 
confront drill music in schools
Opinion
by hadEal abdElattI
In 2018 we witnessed a catastroph-
ic proliferation of violence among 
children. 

It was fuelled by a host of fac-
tors, including a misinformed men-
tality which glorifies a perilous 
lifestyle. 

At least one child was stabbed 
each day. 

You read that right. In 365 days 
at least 365 children were stabbed, 
and 80 killed. 

A government in crisis has lost 
the country’s confidence. It has 
done close to nothing to address 
this epidemic.

Pathetic. Not surprising, given 
the cataclysmic failure of govern-
ment, but still pathetic though. 

Young people, regardless of 
prejudice or preferential belief, 
are our hope for the future. 

Whether we choose to nurture 
and guide them determines that 
future. Currently we are failing.

When a nation that holds the 
title as one of the most developed 
and well reputed, it is disgusting 
to witness that our only solution is 
to increase the frequency of “stop 
and search”. 

The limited benefits of stop and 

drill rappers 67 

youth crime in figures

search branch out to the simple fact 
that they will never rectify a child’s 
misguided mentality.

It is a fact that no child is born 
holding a knife. Yet when such an 
alarming number of children have 
been carrying these lethal weap-

ons the government becomes so 
overcome with ignorance that we 
do nothing to prevent the further 
loss of lives. 

This mentality is heightened 
by social media, coupled with the 
infamous grime and drill genre of 
music. These elevate the veneration 

of such a poor lifestyle among 
young people. 

There is a paradox here. This 
country proudly honours its 
world-class education, like it 
does its diplomacy, and simply 
put, education is the solution to all 

of this. Education is a weapon and 
it makes people powerful.

Psychologists have proved 
that most people desire power, 
and most of the time it leads to a 
venal nature akin to what we are 
seeing here. 

Power and money are repeti-

tively, explicitly referenced within 
grime and drill music. 

They are all young people seem 
to desire: they are now the epitome 
of success. 

This can be solved. We all have 
a part to play. But the move with 
the biggest impact will always be 
reigniting a sense of understanding 
for every child, showing them the 
importance of an education. 

This can only be accomplished 
by instilling a desire to learn. It is 
also imperative to keep children in 
school and out of exclusions. 

We must create an understand-
ing and culture that there is more 
to life than money and power. 

We should change what is taught 
in schools. The curriculum needs 
to be diversified. 

It is mundane, unrelatable and 
out of date. This means large num-
bers of young people are switched 
off. 

Youth violence is an epidemic 
that requires more effort from the 
government, from society and 
from the nation.  

The solution is wrapped up 
within the scrolls of education, 
but it is there. We must pick up 
that most powerful weapon, and 
show young people to put their 
knives down.  

Instead, police officers may be 
diverted to an incident that is more 
strictly a social services matter, 
such as a vulnerable person threat-
ening to commit suicide. 

With only a dozen officers on 
duty at one time this may tie up 
the entire force in the borough 
and leave emergency calls unan-
swered.

To this, some would say: 
Excuses! With homicide rates at 
their highest for a decade, we need 
a solution if our police protectors 
call themselves “powerless”. 

With killings at their highest in 
a decade, we need solutions.

Another victim
My friend became a victim 

last weekend, writes Shreyasi 
Srivastava. 

On Sunday evening some 
people tried to break into her 
house while the family were 
inside. The men were pushing the 
door and trying to cut the chain, 
which was the only thing holding 
the door closed. 

It was terrifying for the 
family. 

My friend’s father shouted, 
we’re calling the police. He also 
called neighbours, who came 
out. 

Then when the lights started 
coming on the men ran away. 

My father went round with the 
police. They were searching in the 
bushes for the men. 

My father stayed all night with 
the family to reassure them.

But just imagine that happen-
ing and how the family now feels 
about safety.  

Hollow boasts 
of a drill rapper
“Skeng in a four door truck and we’re 
tryna crash it at dem man,

I got weed man, I get bread man,
And I’ll skeng man, don’t tempt 

man.
The 357 yeah I grip it, 
A 125’s what I’m wizzing,
Went jail for some guns now I’m 

out I’m still wid it.
You see I never listen,
Cos I’m above the law that time 

got ridden,
And if I see an opp full stop he’s 

finished.”
Editor comment: This 67 lyric, 

edited for profanity, is typical in its use 
of gang-style threats and posturing.

skeng - weapon, usually a gun
weed - marijuana
357 - a hand gun
125 - high-powered moped
opp - opponent

People killed in london in 2018 BBc reseArch

above: In october 2018 ark 
academy students addressed a 
rally over the cost of applying 
for UK citizenship.  the home 
office announced a review of its 
£2,000 fees. below: In november 
2018 the students petitioned the 
Football association to pay higher 
wages to low-earning workers 
such as cleaners and cooks. right: 
the students later addressed 
members of parliament in 
Westminster. Ark AcAdemy

  “We must create an understanding that  
there is more to life than money and power.” 

The students received strong responses. 

The mayor of Harlesden phoned to express 
support. Harlesden police invited the students 
to participate in quarterly town hall meetings. 
And both MP Barry Gardiner and Leader of 
Brent Council Muhammad Butt scheduled visits 
to discuss the problems. 

Meanwhile, a reporter from The Times 
interviewed the students about the difficulty 
of completing homework and attending after-
school activities because of the ongoing crime 
wave and overcrowded housing.

“The funding impact on social infrastructure is 
huge”, Ark Academy Principal Delia Smith told 
The Times. “These students are aspirational. 
They know education matters.”

Mr Wanklyn

Hadeal Elwleed, Y10



Friday 17th May saw the 
culmination of a whole 
terms work for our Year 
8 pupils. Since February, 
they have all been involved 
in the highly inspirational 
First Give programme; a 
programme designed to 
harness the pupil’s tenacity 
and talents to improve 
our local community. Each 
form group spent time 
meticulously researching 
local charities before 
deciding on which one 
they wanted to support. 
From this point on it was 
all about social action; with 
pupil’s organising a range 
of activities to raise both 
awareness and much-
needed funds for their 
chosen charities. We had a 
flurry of bake sales along 
with novel ideas such as 
football tournaments, 
basketball competitions 

along with positivity walls 
and ‘camp outs’. All in all the 
pupils did a great job and all 
of the charities supported 
will receive some money. 
The First Give programme 
ends with a grand final 
where a team of pupils from 
each form present their 
social action to a panel of 
five judges; all hoping to win 
the grand prize of £1000 for 
their chosen charity. The 
final was hotly contested 
with all those present unsure 
about who would walk away 
with the prize. In the end the 
prize went to the team from 
8Annan and their chosen 
charity; Sufra Foodbank. 
Felicity, the First Give 
coordinator commented 
that this was the best final to 
date with all groups putting 
on an excellent presentation. 
Congratulations to all 
involved!

This year 60 of our most 
ambitious students from year 
8 to year 12 had the privilege 
to work with a PhD student 
on an extended dissertation, 
outside of their normal 
lessons. The year 8’s got 
philosophical, looking at the 
essential compatibility of faith 
and science with Georgios 
Kordonoulis. Misha Malik got 
closest to the heart of the 
issue, winning the solitary 
1st. Not to be outdone, the 
year 9’s explored the stigma 
around mental health with 

Dr Emmeline Cordoba from 
KCL (the star was Ismael 
Pemberton, one of four 
students to be awarded a 
1st, with the top mark of 75). 
Two groups of Y10s and Y12s 
got stuck into perceptions of 
gender in the Middle East, 
specifically in relation to 
the history of conflict there. 
Their tutor, Paola Zichi from 
SOAS, was most impressed 
with Zarqa Khan (Y10) and 
Plamedie Mushet’s (Y12) 
eloquent and well thought 
out responses. Finally, 

sixteen of our more STEM-
minded sixth-formers had the 
pleasure of playing cards and 
learning set theory with David 
Marzagao from KCL. David 
was completely blown away 
by two students in particular 
– Karima Ahmad and Sucdi 
Nuur – both of whom received 
the top possible mark of 
100/100 for their independent 
investigations. Congratulations 
to all the students who 
participated in this prestigious 
‘Scholars Programme’, run by 
The Brilliant Club. 

Mr O’CarrollMr Ding

Mr O’Carroll

THE BRILLIANT CLUB



Socrates went for another 
rendition of Lion King 
directed by Parbes. There 
was stand out performances 
from Victoria and Hamza. 
Followed was a crowd 
wowing dance routine from 
our hyenas which included 
Hana! Everyone involved 
put maximum effort and 
should be very proud with 
performances which was 
written and directed by 
the students themselves. 
Welldone Socrates who came 
in at fourth place. 

Curie House chose Hairspray 
and they wowed the audience 
with big hair, colourful 
costumes and lots of fabulous 
dancing. Mehhmedali was 
the breakout star in his role 
as Seaweed who got lots of 
laughs from the audience.

Directed by Iman Nahili, it was 
a student lead production that 
saw the Curie choir coming 

back together at the end for 
an all singing all dancing finale 
of you can’t stop the beat, 
coming in at third place. 

House  Drama

PLATO
SOCRATES

the crowd with a winning 
performance of Grease 
starring Jimmy Howard and 
Jenna Jethwa as the leading 
roles. Plato got the crowd 
going with their fantastic 
representations of the 
cheerleaders, pink ladies and 
T birds- Ark style! But the 
real star of the show was the 

The crowned winners of 
the 2018/2019  House 
Drama, Plato House, wowed 

Newton house captured the 
audience with their rendition 
of Matilda. With students 
from years 7 to 10 involved 
in making the mean Miss 
Trunchbull come to life and 
book worm Matilda played 
by Sophia stand up to show 
the world how magical she 
is. The Star of the show must 
go to Ismail Abbas with his 
performance as a hilarious Mr 
Wormwood with his Delboy 
like ways brought Newton 
House in at second place. 

Newton

CURIE

life size cut-out car which 
ultimately zoomed Danny 
Zuko to race victory and 
helped him to win Sandy’s 
heart! Plato really did provide 
a theatrical spectacular of 
set, costume and imaginative 
performances. 

Lion King

Grease

Hairspray Matilda

Matilda

This year’s house drama 
was a musical feast with 
performances of acting, 
singing and dancing from all 4 
houses. What made this year’s 
competition so wonderful was 
the vast array of set making 
and costume designs which 
all are part of the judging 
process in House Drama and 
accumulate house points. 

Ms Gatford and 
Heads of Houses



As part of the year-long partnership with 
ENO, our Ark Academy students were given 
the opportunity to audition for roles in the 
Benjamin Britten opera Noye’s Fludde, which 
is due to run from the 1st- 13th July at Theatre 
Royal Stratford East. Noye’s Fludde tells the 
story of the 40 days and nights experienced 
on Noah’s Ark. Year 7 student Adithi Sujith, 
and year 8 student Hana Abdelatti both sailed 
through several rounds of auditions, and were 
then given the fantastic news that they were to 
be given roles in their production. They have 

since been subjected to a vigorous rehearsal 
schedule both at the ENO’s West Hampstead 
studios, and on stage in Stratford, most 
recently intensifying to long daily sessions, 
amongst other school children, as well as 
professional opera singers and musicians. 
We are so proud of them both for being 
selected, and wish them luck as they embark 
on the first performances next week. We look 
forward to seeing them perform in Stratford, 
and thank the ENO for allowing them to be 
selected for this invaluable experience.

Our Performing Stars

Ms Sharp

Creative Quarters – 
An Evening of all Things Creative!

On the 10th May 2019 Ark Academy held 
its third annual instalment of Creative 
Quarters. The event is a meeting of 
creative minds, showcasing the talents 
of students from year 7 through to sixth 
form in an Art Design & Technology 
exhibition followed by the Drama and 
Music department’s Musical. On display 
were over 200 creative outcomes 
ranging from superbly realistic self-
portraits, unquely designed sports 
day t-shirts, speakers from re-cycled 
materials and s GCSE outcomes. The 
standard continues to raise with each 
year’s cohort out-doing the previous. 
We are already looking forward to next 
year’s exhibition as trends suggest it will 
be even bigger and better.

This year’s performance was High 
School Musical. A challenging and fast-
paced production requiring impeccable 
timing, dance, song and theatrics. It 
was a pleasure to see all year’s groups 
performing alongside each other as Troy 
Bolton the star athlete and Gabriella 
Montez who fell for each other at a 
holiday party audition for the upcoming 
school musical, while the jealous 
Sharpay Evans conspires to quash their 
chances. With a full house of parents, 
carers, staff and students, the cast 
performed an impeccable rendition 
transporting the audience across the 
pond. Mr Paton



Farewell Year 11
On Friday 14th June after their final GCSE 
exam Year 11 students were able to relax, 
unwind and celebrate at the much-anticipated 
school prom Ark Academy style. The choice 
of venue was the swanky Crown Plaza 
Hotel in Cricklewood and it is fair to say 
that it was a night that will be remembered 
by staff and students alike! With ‘A Night 
in Paris’ the chosen theme of the evening 
the students were encouraged to dress up 
for the occasion and needless to say they 
did not disappoint. The array of stylish 
and colourful outfits including extravagant 
dresses, black tie combos and three-piece 
suits outlined just what a diverse and trendy 
year group this cohort have matured into. 
Once the mandatory pictures (and selfies!) 
were complete at the hotel reception, it was 
all about the music and dancing. In true Ark 

Academy spirit, the dancefloor was buzzing 
for the majority of the night. Despite some 
rather interesting moves and cutting of 
shapes (the DJ had to ask for the dancing to be 
toned down at one point!), the pupils clearly 
had a wonderful night that will stay long in 
their memories. With GCSE exams now over 
and a three month summer to look forward to 
student morale was at an all-time high which 
created an immensely positive atmosphere 
for all involved. It was lovely to hear hotel 
staff and Ark teachers comment on how well 
behaved and professional the students came 
across. Overall, it was a truly fitting way to 
end an action-packed and at times stressful 
school year. We wish them all the best over 
the summer and look forward to seeing many 
of them return to Ark Academy sixth form in 
September!

Mr Foster



Peter Watkins
Primary Headteacher

Another jam-packed year where we 
have really brought “Enrichment” to 
the fore. We know that school can 
provide so much more than just 
English and Maths and this last 
term has seen a huge increase in 
the amount and quality of 
enrichment. We have been 
delighted to have held our theme 
weeks: Art Week, STEM Week and 
Sport and Health Week. In each of 
these, the children have been 
getting to grips with all kinds of 
different activities and allowing 
them to discover all kinds of talents 
that we may otherwise not have 
seen in school. Also, our 
enrichment sessions on Friday 
afternoons have offered children to 
try out new languages, new sports, 
arts and crafts and much more. We 
have bene truly delighted with how 
the children – and staff – have 
enjoyed these sessions and the 
value that they bring. 

We have a lot of talent at Ark 
Academy. Our sports teams 
competed in an event with all Ark 
schools and we were delighted that 
our year 5 and 6 team came third 
overall and our year 3 and 4 team 
came first! We were very proud, 
not only of their sporting 
achievements, but of how well they 
conducted themselves on the day. 

We now turn our attention to a 
well-earned rest before coming 
back again in September to get 
another exciting school year 
started. Keep an eye out for our 
new Reception playground, which 
we hope will be an amazing 
resource for the younger children 
to enjoy. We welcome all new staff 
and regretfully say goodbye to our 
teachers who are moving on to 
new challenges elsewhere. Thank 
you all for your support & 
have a lovely summer. 

For STEM (Science, 
Technology, 
Engineering, Maths) 
week 2019, Ark Primary 
had a whole week of 
STEM based lessons. 
Each year group was 
assigned a theme and a 
famous scientist related 
to their theme. Some of 
our themes included: 
We Are Engineers, 
Dinosaurs and The 
Great Outdoors. 

In Year 5 for example, 
the theme was We 
Are Engineers and 
our famous scientist 
was Ustad Ahmad 
Lahori, one of the 
main architects of 
the Taj Mahal. They 
completed many 
different activities 
related to our theme. 
They designed and built 
earthquake-proof tall 
towers, flood proofed 

miniature houses and 
built volcanoes. We 
then used all of these 
in a mock village hit by 
natural disasters and 
tested whether our 
engineering solutions 
protected our villages. 
We also had visitors for a 
LEGO Workshop that was 
excellent! As well as our 
villages and workshop, 
we also made catapults 
and wrote some amazing 
volcano poetry. Overall, it 
was a really exciting week!

STEM Week
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On Friday 28th June, the whole 
Primary School joined together, 
along with parents, to be 
entertained and blown away 
in the Ark’s Got Talent Final. 
Finalists performed a variety of 
acts ranging from hoola hooping, 
singing, dancing and a magic 
show. 

The audience was struck by the 
high level of talent and the judges 
(Mr Watkins, Ms Williams and Ms 
Green) were left with the difficult 
decision of choosing the winner. 
Congratulations to Shafiq (Year 
3), who wowed everyone with his 
originality, with his performance 
of a contemporary dance routine, 
which involved solving a Rubik’s 
cube. 

The children are already looking 
forward to next years show!Ms  Jones 



Spring time means the Maths 
department are teaching probability 
so House 21 was on the horizon. With 
the year 8 fertile question ‘What are the 
chances of winning 21?’ kept in mind, 
the competition was aimed to outline 
what is at stake and the likelihood of 
actually winning.

Year groups 7-10 participated brilliantly 
and everyone was trying to prove the 
odds are in their favour. After all their 
efforts the balance of each house 
was counted and the results are as 
following:

An amazing job well done by the 
Socratarians who managed to beat and 
nearly bankrupt the dealer, leaving the 
dealer with only 20% of their original 
amount. Also well done to Curie, 
Newton and Plato participants for 
teaching us that Maths is always right 
and gambling is a no go zone!  

Finally, well done to all who participated, 
and like all House competitions in Ark 
here are the house points:

House 
Competition 21 

Curie -£4.00 Newton -£6.50
Plato -£4.00 Socrates +£19.50

1ST -SOCRATES
500 +150 Participation pts

2ND (JOINT) -PLATO & CURIE
250 pts each

3RD -NEWTON
0 pts

MATHS
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The Ark Academy Maths 
Research Project has 
been running since the 
school opened in 2010. 
The projects are like mini 
fertile questions, structured 
and scaffolded so that 
students can complete them 
independently. The projects 
include elements of internet 
‘research’, investigation of 
mathematical pattern, the 
challenge of attempting to 
derive formulae, as well as, 
the opportunity for students 
to demonstrate their love 
of maths through creative 
mediums (e.g. through the 
creation of a Pi inspired 
poem or a Pythagoras 
rap). We were incredibly 
impressed with the effort 
that had gone into projects 
and students were really 
honoured to get to show off 
their hard work! 
         

This year, Year7 investigated 
What is the meaning of Pi?, 
Year 8 Why is Pythagoras 
famous?, Year 9 How circles 
help us to solve geometry 
problems? and Year 10 What 
can you tell from someone’s 
height? Projects produced 
were AMAZING, particularly 
from year 7 and 8 students 
who produced some of the 
best projects in Ark Academy 
history!

The maths department were 
so impressed with what 
students produced that they 
hosted a Maths Research 
Project Gallery in celebration 
of all the effort that went 
into creating the projects, 
where staff and students 
came to view the winning 
projects.

Ms Butler & Ms  Burney

Ms Alwan

Research Project Gallery 



Ark Network 
Team Maths 
Challenge

On the 24th May, 28 of our students 
from years 7 to 10 competed in the Ark 
Network Team Maths Challenge hosted 
by Mr Triantafilidis and Mr Skehel. 

Hoping for revenge over KSA’s stunning 
victory in the Senior Team Maths 
Challenge, Mr T trained up a group of 
his strongest year 10s to go for glory. 

Ms Kashi’s year 7s and 8s from her 
problem solving enrichment came along 
and competed admirably. 

Mr Skehel’s rambunctious teams of year 
9s proved worthy opponents, but alas, 
it wasn’t enough! KSA, captained by a 
mathematical child prodigy, led from 
start to finish leaving the Ark Academy 
teachers in tears at the end of the day.

Congratulations, yet again, to KSA for a 
fantastic performance and to Ark Elvyn 
who stole second place from the year 
9s. Mr T and his band of year 10s have 
lots to practice, finishing an unexpected 
4th place!  

On the last day of Summer 1 
term the library hosted Ark’s 
very first ‘Comic Con’ convention 
— bringing visual storytelling 
to life by celebrating students’ 
favourite characters from 
comics, games, movies and 
pop culture. Graphic novels 
and comic books remain 
ever-popular in the library 
— and often a students’ love 
for a film or TV show will 
spark curiosity in the book 
or comic on which it was 
based! 
 

The day saw a colourful host of fantastic cosplay 
outfits amongst students and staff, creating a 
really fun buzz leading up to the main event. At 
lunch time the library was transformed into a 
Mini-Con, with a range of stations including live 
slime-making, Lego building, photo booth, mini 
‘laser’ maze, tuck shop, caricature portraits, 
and a popular comic book store!
 
Other highlights of the day included MC Kai 
interviewing Mr ‘Deadpool’ Moore, as well as 
screenings of favourite Anime shows and a 
very competitive round of the classic ‘Smash 
Bros’ video game.
 
A huge thank you to our year 12 helpers, 
and all staff who dressed up, got involved, 
and came along to show their support! 

Mr Triantafilidis 

Mr Vick and Ms Green

arkark
ComicComic 

concon



It has been a very exciting end to the year 
with the introduction of Discovery Week. 
We hope all pupils came away from the 
week with a renewed sense of purpose, 
a clearer vision of the different pathways 
ahead and maybe even a new Wacky 
Workshop skill thrown into boot! It was 
a fantastic to see so many of you engage 
with university trips, subject stream days 
and really most importantly complete the 
first draft of your personal statement. You 
will certainly feel the benefit of having this 
done now come the autumn term.
 
With next year in mind I cannot let this 
moment pass with acknowledging the 
huge contribution and commitment made 
to our Sixth Form by our fantastic Heads 
of Year Mr Tom Ding and Miss Natasha 
Lewis Smith. It is fair to say Ark Academy 
Sixth Form would be a very different place 
from what it is today without their tireless 
work, ideas, patience and commitment. I 
will miss them both a huge amount. We 
all bid them a very fond farewell, the very 
best of luck in their next adventure and 
extend to them an ever open door should 
they ever wish to come back to see us 
here in HA9. You are force of nature.
 
And with that we welcome on board 
our new Head of Year 12 and 13, Miss 
Kimberley Rogers and Miss Emily Iliffe, 
stalwarts of the school and ever keen 
to step into their new roles. I know they 
have hugely exciting things in store for 
Year 12 and 13 next year. I personally bid 
you a fond farewell as Director of Sixth 
Form as I head off on maternity leave and 
take the opportunity to introduce Mr Tim 
Gilchrist as my replacement in this role. 
I will be back to see Year 13 before they 
embark on their A-Level examinations 
and encourage you as always to continue 
making Ark Academy Sixth Form the 
fantastic place it is.

There is a long, & hopefully hot, summer 
ahead for you all. Take the chance to 
get some sun on your bones. Relax and 
refresh yourself for your final year at Ark 
Academy. Reconnect with your friends, 
pick up a book and read for 
the simple pleasure and joy 
of reading.
 
I wish you all a long, lazy and 
peaceful summer holiday. 

Tracey Keane
Director of Ark Academy Sixth Form

In the month of June, Muslims 
worldwide celebrated Ramadan- 
the holy month in the Islamic 
calendar. Charity is an important 
part of Islam and is even more 
significant during this month.

 This influenced a group of girls in 
Year 12 –Amira Ali, Muna Bassey, 
Tobi Moronfulu and myself-  to 
raise money for Sufra, a non-
profit organisation based in North 
West London which provides 
emergency supplies for people 

who desperately need them. On 
the 24th of May, we held bake 
sales which included a variety 
of cakes, biscuits and even Oreo 
milkshakes for the pupils in 
the lower school and collected 
donations from our peers.

We hope this will inspire others 
to keep giving because “you never 
become poor from giving “.
Total amount raised £600!
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Ghadeer Dhaif, Y12

Ms Rogers

The Ministry of Defence programme 
is now in its second successful year of 
running at Ark Academy. The programme 
offers year 12 students the opportunity 
to experience the everyday workings of 
the civil service, with a particular focus 
on defence intelligence. During the four 
workshops the students learnt key skills 
such as back-casting and SWOT analysis 
of world disrupting events such as war. 
The final workshop is run at the main 
building in Westminster, for which the 10 

highest preforming students across the 
workshops are selected to take part in a 
role play humanitarian aid scenario. This 
year, we were fortunate enough to also 
be invited to an annual awards ceremony 
to celebrate and represent the successes 
of our sixth form alongside 30 other 
colleges and schools from around the 
country. The students spoke confidently 
and proudly about their experiences 
showing they might just have what it 
takes to run the country one day!

Mod Education    Programme Celebratory Event

Never to Poor to Give



From 6th -12th July, all Year 12 students 
were off timetable and participating in our 
inaugural Discovery Week. This week was 
designed to help Year 12 push themselves 
outside their comfort zone whilst starting 
to make competitive applications to 
university. On Saturday, all students 
attended a Russell Group university open 
day (King’s College London or Southampton 
University). Highlights included visiting 
the accommodation, meeting first years 
and attending subject specific lectures. On 

Monday, the Year 12s returned to school for 
a day focused on how to choose universities 
that offered the best quality teaching as well 
as giving realistic offers in light of predicted 
grades. Then on Tuesday, students split 
off into subject streams and visited a huge 
array of different enrichment opportunities 
across London. Economics students visited 
the prestigious Barings Bank, whilst MFL 
students had a unique experience at the 
Austrian Cultural Forum. Our science 
professional pathways students enjoyed a 

forensic science taster session, complete 
with a mocked up crime scene, whereas our 
prospective law students were entranced by 
watching some fascinating cases at Harrow 
Crown Court. On Wednesday, students 
returned to school and participated in “Wacky 
Workshops Wednesday”. All 116 students 
participated in three of 23 workshops from 
cake decorating to ballroom dancing to 
martial arts. A particularly brave group of 
girls went swimming in Hampstead Heath 
Ladies’ Ponds, whilst 20 students pushed 

themselves to conquer their fears and went 
indoor rock climbing. The end of the week 
was focused on supporting students to 
write their personal statement, supported 
by our Year 13 students. All in all, it was a 
real pleasure to watch Year 12 step up and 
really push themselves outside their comfort 
zone. Their enthusiasm, positive attitude and 
willingness to throw themselves into a whole 
range of challenging and unfamiliar activities 
was extremely impressive- it was a fantastic 
end to the year!        Miss Iliffe

Year 12 Discovery Week



In June we were lucky 
enough to take 12 Year 12 
students on a psychology 
trip to Krakow, Poland. The 
visit was an opportunity 
to explore a new city 
whilst also reflecting on 
how fortunate we are to 
live in such a diverse and 
accepting society. As part 
of the trip we went to 
Auschwitz concentration 
camp on a guided tour 
around the full camp, 
including the work houses 
and the only standing gas 
chamber. Whilst out in the 
extreme heat, the students 
were able to gain a first-

hand understanding of life 
for those imprisoned during 
WWII, whilst furthering 
their psychological 
understanding of how 
and why the horrors of 
the Holocaust occurred. 
Despite this visit being 
highly emotive, the students 
approached it with both 
maturity and compassion, 
offering insightful and 
personal reflections of their 
experience throughout.  
Overall, the trip was a huge 
success and the students 
were a credit to themselves 
and our sixth form.

Krakow

Broadening

Horizons 

Following from our trip 
to Barcelona success we 
chose to visit Florence, the 
birthplace of the renaissance. 
The story of the renaissance 
is a story of mathematics, 
technology and science that 
allowed art and culture to 
flourish. Da Vinci himself was 
a great artist and scientist. 

We journeyed to Bologna 
and had a tour with Mr T. In 
Florence, we toured the Ufizi 
and soaked up gorgeous 
views of the whole city. Finally 
we learned about the practical 
applications of maths in an 
interactive museum called the 
garden of Archimedes. 
Tempted to hear more? Visit 
the Ark Academy website for 
the full write up! 

Florence

Congratulations to all of the year 10s, who have 
successfully passed the expedition section of the 
award. Students worked extremely hard to overcome 
challenges the expedition presented to them. 
Students’ communication and problem solving skills 
were put to the test, as they had to navigate the 
“widerness”(in Kyla’s words) of the Chilterns, using 
only a map and compass. I was really impressed with 
the maturity of the participants, their decision making 
and the continuous support they gave to one another. 
It has been an absolute pleasure helping this group 
achieve their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.

Ms Rogers

Mr Skehel Ms Sandeman

The year is always full of 
a variety of fun sports 
but we topped it for our 
Year 7 & 8’s ending it 
with a House Dodgeball 
Competition. Whilst having 
an amazing time we raised 
money for The British 

Heart Foundation, raising 
over £40 in one lunch 
time. With an intense final 
and play-off for third place, 
the winners were Plato! 
Newton were runners up 
in second place, Curie in 
third place and Socrates 

unfortunately finishing 
4th. The competition got 
the winners house points, 
which goes towards the 
house system. Friendly 
competition is always 
healthy at Ark. Well 
done to all the players 
that showed all our core 
values and thank you to 
all those staff members 
who gave up their lunch to 
#HurlWithMissSearle!

Girls Football

Ark Academy Year 7 
Girls Football Team 
were at Hertfordshire 
University yetis term 
and they were amazing! 
The team played 11 
football matches in one 
day and they won 9 of 
these! As a result, we 
topped our group and 
qualified for the finals. 
The match officials 
complemented our 

school on their excellent 
attitude and football 
talent. Unfortunately, 
the girls lost in the 
finals but they worked 
unbelievably hard and 
Miss Gallagher was 
extremely proud of 
them. Congratulations 
to all of the girls who 
were nominated for 
Silver Merits for their 
excellence.

Miss Gallagher

The annual Brent Athletics 
Championship is always a 
tough competition but our 
outstanding athletes rose 
to the challenge. 

Our Year 7s gave 
an excellent debut 
performance showing real 
persistence and resilience 
during the events as 
well as cheering on their 
comrades in Year 9. 

Stand out performances 
for the Year 9s came 
from Noelanni Agyeman 
(Javelin), Maisha Rhoden 

(300m) and Iman Jimbah 
(Triple jump & 200m) 
all coming first in their 
respective event. In 
their final appearance 
at the Championships 
the Y10s all put in a 
great performance with 
Theirry Roberts (300m) 
and Tshala Kabala (100m) 
both picking up medals. 
Mya Asbourne is also the 
new Brent record holder 
for the 300m event with 
a superb time of 45.55 
seconds. Cheering on 
the Y10s were the Y8s 
who showed excellent 

persistence in the wet 
weather. Temi Sobaya 
picked up a medal in the 
100m event which she 
won comfortably against 
some fast competitors. All 
of the athletes mentioned 
qualified for the 
Middlesex Championships 
where they will not only 
represent Ark Academy 
but also Brent! Across 
both competitions, all 
students worked hard 
and were super Civitas 
making it a very enjoyable 
experience all round. 
Well Done!

Miss Kelman

Brent Athletics Championship
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