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Please be reminded that general safeguarding information can be found on our school website under the policies section. The Child protection officer for the 
Primary school is Peter Watkins and Mrs Oscroft in his absence. If you have any concerns regarding the safety or welfare of any child in our community 

please do not hesitate to contact them. 

 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
 
Attendance  
 
I want to thank everyone for their efforts in improving our attendance. The last few weeks have all been around 96% and 
we even exceeded our target of 97% last week! The children have a much better school experience all round if they are 
consistently present so thank-you for supporting us. The school will continue to take a firm line on term-time absence 
but we will also do all we can to support families if there are any difficulties at all in this area.  
 
Uniform  
 
This year has been very good for pupil’s uniform. The overwhelming majority of children wear smart shoes, ties, have 
tucked in shirts and look like they are top scholars aiming to excel in all they do. I have noticed that some jewellery, par-
ticularly earrings, have crept back in.  As our policy stands, jewellery is not permitted. We will conduct checks in the final 
half term of the year and contact you if something is not in order. High expectations for the children begin with uniform 
and end with great results, although if you have any issue with uniform that you would like to discuss, please do not hes-
itate to come and talk to me. 
  
Parent Governor Needed 
 
There is a vacancy on the governing body for a parent governor. The role requires someone with a keen interest in being 
involved with and supporting the school as well as being part of the Governing Body that holds the school to account. 
The role includes attendance at Governing Body Meetings 4 times per year and making periodic visits to the school 
throughout the year. The full description is with this newsletter and includes an online link for completing the applica-
tion. The deadline for submissions is Tuesday 19th June.  
 
Science Week and Ark Ambitions Day 
 
Art Week does not seem like long ago and science week has been a huge success. Children have handled meteorites and 
moon rock, made lava lamps and I have never seen so much “slime” in all my time in schools! Thanks to Mrs Harrison 
and Ms Ryan, our science leaders, who have made it happen. Finally, thank-you to you all for your support in our Ark 
Ambitions day. The children looked great in their outfits and I hope that we have provided a bit of inspiration for children 
to work towards their dreams and realise their ambitions in the future.  
 

 

Mr Watkins 

Headteacher 
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Can you be our Parent Governor? 
 

 

 

 

Role of the Local Governing Body: 

 

From overseeing what your children learn in class to making sure that building projects are delivered, governors are 

at the heart of our school’s journey. Governors work together to support the school to ensure that the pupils are able 

to achieve to the best of their ability. A successful and effective LGB will: 

Monitor implementation of the school development plan and school finances effectively 
Act as a critical friend, developing a strong and supportive relationship with the Principal 
Not be involved in the day-to-day management of the school 
Consult and respond to the views and concerns of parents and pupils 
Be knowledgeable about the school 
Use the skills of all members. 
 
All governors are expected to attend LGB meetings, which are held four times a year in school. In addition, you 

might be expected to join a committee or take on a ‘link’ role to understand a particular area of the school’s activity, 

such as how it keeps children safe, provides for children with special educational needs and disabilities, or manages 

the school’s finances. 

 

Expectations of Parent Governors 

 

As a governor, you will need to commit time to prepare for and attend LGB meetings, to take a share of tasks within 

the LGB and to take part in training.  You will also be expected to visit the school as a governor – this can be a very 

different experience to visiting as a parent! As a Parent Governor: 

 

 You will bring your parental perspective to the LGB and, through your children, you will have first-hand ex-

perience of the curriculum. 

 You are helping to ensure that the school meets the needs of all its pupils, not representing individual parents 

or their concerns. 

 Other parents may approach you with to concerns but you should not become personally involved in individu-

al concerns, as this may jeopardise formal procedures. You should guide parents about appropriate lines of 

action and procedures. 

 You do not need to express opinions or vote in a particular way because you have been pressed to do so by 

other  parents. 

 You are not there to promote the interests of your own children but of all children. 

 Objectivity is essential. 

  

Like all Ark governors, you will need to be loyal to the decisions made by the LGB and respect the confidentiality – 

even if you personally voted against a decision you must support the decision making process and take responsibility 

for the outcome. 

  

The appointment process: 

 

All parents, carers and guardians of children at the school are eligible to be candidates.  If you would like to be con-

sidered, please complete the online form at http://arkonline.tfaforms.net/2 by the relevant deadline. If you would 

like any support completing this online form or would like to use a computer in school to complete it, please contact 

the school office. Please make sure that when you complete the form, you add your personal statement in support of 

your nomination.  Applications will be considered by the Head of Governance in consultation with the Chair and 

Principal of the school and are likely to include a meeting with each candidate. Like all Ark governors, the parent 

governor will be formally appointed by the Head of Governance. 

http://arkonline.tfaforms.net/2

