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Please be reminded that general safeguarding information can be found on our school website under the policies section. The Child protection officer for the 
Primary school is Peter Watkins and Mrs Oscroft in his absence. If you have any concerns regarding the safety or welfare of any child in our community 

please do not hesitate to contact them. 

 
Parent Survey  
 
Firstly, thank-you to all of you that completed our online parent survey, the information has been very useful. We are de-
lighted that over 95% of you feel that your child is happy and feels safe and more than 90% of you feel that the school is 
well led, that your child is making progress and is well-looked after, that you can contact the school when necessary and 
would recommend Ark to another parent.  
We do respond to feedback and we will be reviewing how homework is sent home and make improvements to make it 
more accessible to all children. While 80% of you believe that the school deals effectively with bullying, I realise that I can 
do more to share with you exactly what we do in school to deal with bullying. During our “Sports and Health” week in the 
summer term I will invite all parents to a session in school to share with you all what our school practice is.  
In the meantime, I would like to repeat my message to all parents: if you are unhappy about any aspect of the school, no 
matter how small, please do get in contact with me or any member of the Senior Leadership Team. I am available at the 
start and end of most school days or appointments can be made outside of school hours via the school office.  
 
Term Dates 
 
Please note that there have been some slight changes to the term dates on our website. Our school holidays have not 
changed but the following days are training days for all Ark schools and we will therefore be closed to the children: 
 

Friday 4th October 
Friday 14th February 
Friday 3rd July 

 
Religious Holidays 
 
We would like to wish all our families that are celebrating a Happy Eid.  Please remember to complete a ’Request for 
Leave’ form available at the office for 1 days authorised leave for religious celebrations.     
 

Art and STEM Week 
 
Thank-you for all of your support, donations of equipment and funding for our “themed weeks” – Art week last term and 
STEM week this week. These weeks are rich, fun, challenging and interesting so thanks for your help. On the week of July 
8

th
 we will be holding our “Sports and Health Week”, with Sports Day being held on Thursday 11

th
 July. We will send out 

an updated parent calendar along with further information after half term.  
 

Update on Fundraising 
 
Finally, some excellent news. We have secured a funding grant that will add to the money that we have raised already this 
year – with your support and generosity – and plans are underway to undertake extensive renovation work to the Recep-
tion playground. Thank-you to everyone that has contributed to our fundraising efforts; we can all look forward to brand-
new play space for the reception children as well as an outdoor classroom and covered seating for the Key Stage 2 play-
ground.  
Keep an eye out for the “Voices of Ark Academy” album available on CD or download that is coming soon! We have lots of 
pre-orders already – maybe we will make it to the top 40 charts!  
 
Staff Changes 
 
Sadly we must say goodbye to our office manager Mandie Jacob, who will not return to the school after the half term holi-
day. I know that many of you will have dealt with Ms Jacob at our school office on many occasions and we are very sorry 
to see her go. I know that she is a popular figure amongst children, staff and parents I want to thank-her very much for her 
wonderful service to the school community. We all wish her the very best in her new role closer to home.  
 
 

Have a wonderful half-term break. 
  
Mr Watkins 
Headteacher  


