
What is the Phonics Screening Check? 

The national check confirms whether Year 1 pupils phonic decoding is to an 
appropriate standard. Mr Doswell may decide not to enter individuals, and 
if this is the case parents will be informed before the week of testing. The 
check identifies pupils who need extra help to improve their decoding. Year 
2 pupils who either did not sit the check or pass the check in Year 1 will take 
the test this year. 
 
When does the check take place? 
The check takes place in the week commencing 12th June. If pupils are  
absent during the week then they may take the check the week  
commencing 19th June. If a child is absent for the entirety of this two week 
window, the child will be marked as absent and will sit the test the following 
year. 
 
What does the check look like? 
The check will take place on a one to one basis with Miss Mahlojian where 
the pupils will read aloud 40 words. Twenty words are real words and 
twenty are nonsense words. It is recommended that children have 10 sec-
onds to respond to each word with the check taking between 4 and 9 min-
utes in duration. Children’s regional pronunciations are accepted and ad-
justments can be made for pupils with specific needs.  
 
When will parents receive the results? 
The pass mark is unknown to schools, previously it has been 32 out of 40. 
Schools submit the scores to the local authority, which for us is Brent, and 
the pass mark is issued by the government at a later date. In the children’s 
annual report the child’s score will be issued along with a statement  
whether the child passed the check.  
 

Sample materials 



What sounds will be tested? 

Read Write Inc Set 2 sounds 

Read Write Inc Set 3 sounds 

How can I support my child at home? 

When you are asking your child to read a word real or 

nonsense (even if your child is a fluent reader) ask them 

to identify “Special friends, Fred Talk, Blend”. Special 

friends are 2 or 3 letter that make one sound. Fred Talk is 

sounding out. Blend is saying the word. For example: bird 

Adult: Special friends  
Child: ir 
Adult: Fred Talk 
Child: b –ir –d 
Adult: Blend  
Child: bird 
 

How does my child read multi-syllabic words? 

Multi-syllabic words are words containing more than one unit of spoken or 

written sound. E.g. beehive, midnight, football, toothbrush. Children need 

to split the word into the two/ three syllables  then ask them to identify  

“Special friends, Fred Talk, Blend”.  

Special friends – th 
Fred Talk – b –a- th 
Blend – bath 
Special friends – oo 
Fred Talk – r-oo-m 
Blend – room 
Blend – bathroom 

Useful websites 

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/resources/sound-pronunciation-guide 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/PicnicOnPluto.html 

http://ictgames.com/literacy.html 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/phonics/play 
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