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Welcome 

 
Welcome to the winter edition of our special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) 

newsletter. This issue has information about the introduction of Early Help Assessments, 

local SEND inspections and our new online feedback form for short breaks. If you’re a 

parent, carer, professional or voluntary group and would like to share your news with us, 

please get in touch via the email at the bottom of this newsletter. We would like to take this 

opportunity to wish everyone a merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 

 
New SEND participation group 

The lead representative for Brent Parent Carer Forum resigned in September 2016. The 

charity, Contact a Family, has been working with us and together we are pleased to announce 

that Westminster Society will now be facilitating Brent’s parent carer participation forum for 

families of children and young people with SEND.  

Westminster Society, which already successfully facilitates forums in other London boroughs, 

will work together with the council and other organisations to help parents participate in the 

group and design and develop services that improve the lives of those with SEND. Carol 

Foyle will support Vanessa Robinson and Shona Duncan from Westminster Society to get the 

group up and running. For further information about getting involved with the forum email 

Vanessa Robinson at vrobinson@wspld.org. 

Ofsted/CQC SEND inspection 

Ofsted and the Care Quality Commission (CQC) are now responsible for inspecting how well 

local areas are doing at identifying, assessing and meeting the needs of children and young 

people with SEND.  

All local areas will be inspected over a five-year period. An inspection could be announced at 

any point and will take place during term time. We don’t know when we will be inspected, but 

we will receive five days’ notice of the inspectors’ visit. 

Gathering the views of children and young people with SEND, and their families, will be a 

crucial part of the inspection. The inspectors will use a range of information and methods 

including: 

 Talking to children, young people, parents and carers during visits to nurseries, schools 
and colleges 

 Meeting locally established groups of children, young people, parents and carers  
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 Talking to a range of staff who work with children, young people and families in a range 
of settings across education, health and social care. 

 Information that has already been gathered locally through consultations and surveys. 

 

If you would like to be part of a focus group for the inspection please contact 
bhavna.bilimoria@brent.gov.uk 

To view the framework for how local areas will be inspected click here 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-area-send-inspection-framework 

Brent starts Early Help Assessments 

Early Help Assessments (EHA) are now being used in Brent to help families get the right 

support at the earliest opportunity. 

The EHA replaces the Common Assessment Framework (CAF) and can be used to support 

children and young people between 0–19 years and, with consent, up to the age of 24 if the 

young person has a learning difficulty or disability. It aims to: 

 Make it as simple as possible for professionals to make a referral to children and young 
people’s services 

 Provide co-ordinated help to families at the earliest point 

 Reduce the need for more costly intervention at a later stage 

Click here to read more about EHAs and the training we are offering to professionals: 

www.brent.gov.uk/services-for-residents/children-and-family-support/the-brent-local-

offer/send-local-offer-directory/early-help-assessments/ 

New online feedback form for short breaks 

We have launched a new online feedback form to give parents, carers and young people the 

opportunity to let us know what they think about our short break services. Please help us to 

improve the quality of the provision and support we provide by visiting 

www.brent.gov.uk/services-for-residents/children-and-family-support/children-with-

disabilities/short-breaks/short-breaks-service-feedback/ 

Update on EHC plans and transfer reviews 

As of 30 November 2016 Brent has converted 699 statements of SEN and Learning Difficulty 

Assessments into education, health and care (EHC) Plans. The process of replacing 

statements began in September 2014 and will continue until September 2018. For more 

information about which groups of children and young people will have their statement 

changed next, read our transition plan at www.brent.gov.uk/media/16405582/transition-plan-

sept-2016-march-2018.pdf 

Branching out to young people 

Over 200 people got advice and information at an event which focused on special educational 
needs and disabilities (SEND). 

Branching Out was organised by Brent Connexions service and aimed particularly at young 
people with SEND who are approaching a transitional stage in their lives and need specialist 
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advice and support.         

Twenty organisations attended the event at the Civic Centre, which included interactive and 
workshop-based activities, a careers fair and information about leisure, volunteering and local 

provision. Find out more about Brent’s Connexions service by visiting www.prospects.co.uk or 

calling 020 8438 1650. 

Supported internships 

Twelve students from the College of North West London began supported internships at the 
Charing Cross Hospital Imperial College NHS Trust in September.  

The 12-month placements are part of the Project Search programme which helps young 
people with SEND aged between 16 and 25 develop a range of skills and qualities desired by 
employers prior to finding full-time employment. 
 
All 12 students have a recognised learning difficulty and/or disability, an EHC Plan and meet 
the college’s criteria for preparation to employment. They will get real-life experience 
alongside staff at Charing Cross Hospital while being trained and supported by the CNWL and 
a job coach.  
 
Brent’s Local Offer 

Don’t forget to visit our Local Offer at www.brent.gov.uk/localoffer for a wide range of 

information, advice and support about SEND.  

Get in touch 

If you have questions or comments about any of our services for children and young people 
with SEND please contact Brent’s Children and Families Information Service on 020 8937 
3001 or email cfis@brent.gov.uk. Your feedback and comments are important to us.  
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