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Civitas 



Warm Welcome… 

Delia Smith 
Principal 

Dear Parents, 
 
This edition of Civitas is entitled ‘Building Character the Civitas way’. How do we all  
build character? Well, certainly we can try and model it and we have also talked a great  
deal about great character traits in assemblies and tutor periods. We have focussed on  
resilience, integrity and gratitude. These have produced some really reflective moments.  
The last assembly helped us reflect on what we are grateful for, it is so easy to assume  
that what we have is the norm, and of course so much is not.  
  
So I am grateful to our students and staff for going that extra mile in Charity Week  (marvellous moments abound 
but ‘Strictly’ will be forever a favourite) . I am grateful for my good health this tiring term and all the people who 
have supported me, and more importantly, the school. I am grateful to the teachers and support staff who step up 
to the plate when other staff are sick. Students who help each other and particularly help students catch up with or 
help understand their work. 
 
Then there is integrity or doing the right thing when no-one is watching. Please look at our ‘Good Deed Feed’, it 
warms the heart. There are many unsung heroes, who model what we aspire to be – good citizens, friendly, 
supportive, kind and life enablers. These are traits that lead for a happy life.  
 
Resilience.....aaah the Holy Grail. How to keep going when down? How to pick yourself up and stay positive in the 
face of setbacks? How not to blame ‘others’ or for your woes but see them as challenges that will make us stronger. 
Now they really will be the winners in life and love.  
 
So character......what is character? I heard someone state that ‘character is what we are left with when we have 
forgotten everything we have learnt at school’ . Maybe. I also hope that Ark Academy has contributed a little to the 
process.  
 
Wishing you all a merry and peaceful Christmas, 
   

 
We have reached the end 

of an action packed 
Autumn Term…and the 

Civitas prefects have 
brought you the most 
exciting & important 

stories. The focus was on 
Building Character and 

this aim was encompassed 
throughout the many 

events students 
participated in.  

From First Give and Anti 
Bullying Week to London 
Living Wage and Stars in 

our School, we certainly hit 
the ground running! 

  

(L-R) Jai Stewart, Ciara Barrett, Dawid Soltystik, Anithya Balachandran and 
Sharlicia Blake. Thanks also to contributors Faith Agyemang-Lorainey  

and Sonia Jajua. Merry Christmas Everyone!!   



Sixth Form Planning 

The Civitas 

 
 
 
 

Civitas Shop 
It is part of our ethos to reward pupils who are working hard to do 
the right thing and be Civitas, with treats. The rewards will work on 

a merits system; if you earn 10 merits you will receive a privilege 
prize, such as queue jump for the canteen. Greater numbers of 

commendations will earn students vouchers for Amazon, Westfield 
and Brent Cross. The ultimate reward is a trip to Thorpe Park for the 

most Civitas students. Let’s get collecting those merits! 
 
 

 

Miss McHaffie said of the Civitas pair: ‘Once a week during their EAL session they work with some EAL students in 
reception, teaching them basic English vocabulary such as numbers, colours, animals and  

family using a combination of English and their home language (for Mashael – Arabic, for Ali – Hindi).  
 

They have shown excellent Civitas by endeavouring to teach the primary students as best they can, demonstrating 
gratitude of the support they have received with their English since they both started at Ark, and now wish to give 
something back to the school. Mashael even went so far as to prepare resources at home which she brought in to 

use with the students!’ 

Ali Babukarkhel and Mashael Saeed 
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The next phase of Building our Character 
will soon be upon us with A-Levels to study 
for and universities to apply to, as we open 
our 6th Form in September 2015. Our recent 
November Open Evening enticed more than 
100 eager external students to visit and see 

how we do things around here. This is an 
impressive figure, and welcoming new faces 
signals an exciting new chapter in our story. 

Clement Owusu in Year 11 said: ‘I think 
strong bonds form when new people come 

in so I think they will be supported by 
everyone and made to feel settled quickly.’ 

 
  
   



House Art Competition 

The Civitas 

Remembrance Day  

Pupils from all year groups involved in the Ark Youth Theatre 
group performed a heart-warming ensemble reading of the 

infamous war poem ‘In Flanders Fields‘ by John McCrae. The 
students took a very professional approach to performing such a 

serious poem as well as displaying their dramatic talents.  
 Faith Agyemang - Lorainey  (Year 11) felt  ‘a sense of pride come 

over me as we performed as I believe the piece   
truly demonstrated the meaning of the poem.’   

Haider Moosa (Year 11) expressed that the poem was ‘a political 
message to society explaining what it’s like to go through a war.’ 

Luana Tavares  (Year 7) said : ‘I felt nervous at the 
beginning of the performance as it was such a 
well-known poem but as I got deeper into my 
character I began to enjoy it.’ 

 
 
 

Curie , Socrates, Newton, Plato, who would be victorious?! The entries were 
excellent as usual and what the houses produced was of the highest standard 
yet! The theme this year was the four core values with a particular emphasis 
on Civitas. Miss Shotton said, ‘My favourites were Curie and Newton – I’m 
sorry Miss Addison !’ (Miss Shotton is a member of Plato!) She added, ‘I 

loved the Plato video though – that was awesome. The Socrates entry 
reminded me of Tracey Island from Blue Peter.’ Although much effort went 

into each creation, the Curie Clock was amazing and the clear winner. 
Clockwise from left: The Curie team work on their piece; The Curie Clock 

looms large; Newton bouquet of flowers with messages; Socrates Treasure 
Island with pictures of students; the Plato ‘Be a Good Sport’ mural & video.   

 

 
The Curie Clock  



Poetry Slam 2014 

The Civitas 

 
This year’s Poetry Slam was 

described as ‘impressive, 
heart warming and exciting 

to judge’ by Miss Cullen, 
nurture teacher. Many 

students took the time to 
learn and perform a poem 
of their choice. Paris from 
7Angelou performed her 
form namesake’s poem, 
Still I Rise, with fantastic 

emotion and true passion. 
We could see how much 
the words meant to her 
and she ensured it was 
how this inspiring piece 

was supposed to be heard.  
 

Primary Recycling Session 

 
Year 3 were treated to a very 
interesting and informative 

presentation on Recycling and what 
happens to everyday materials when 
they are recycled. They also learned 
what their old and unwanted items 

are turned into. Judah correctly 
guessed that aluminium cans are 

recycled and turned into plane wings. 
They were also surprised to find out 
that glass is made into roads. As you 

can see, they had all the answers! 
Fun Fact: Just 1 glass bottle when recycled can power a colour TV for 15 minutes!  

50 students from across the 5 year groups took 
part in the event which required them to 

perform a poem of their choice to their fellow 
students and teachers.  

Though the judges were not trying to show 
favouritism towards any particular year group, 

all the deserving winners were from Year 7!  
While performing Grrr! by Francesca Veer  

Bathseba from 7Heaney (top left photo) also 
sang the line ‘I’m the worst there’ll ever be…. 

whyyy? As a tiger?!’   
 

The 4 judges: Mr Oxby, Miss Cullen 
Mr Weerakone, & Miss Tamburello 

Crowd pleaser Talking Turkeys was a stand-out 
winner for sheer force of delivery, with Shukri 
from 7Duffy using accents, expressive actions and 
clearly having fun with Benjamin Zephaniah’s fast 
flowing verses. Congratulations Shukri! 

Librarian Mrs Brandman said: ‘The 
standard was impressively high this 

year and in terms of creativity, it was 
especially great to hear poems the 
students had written themselves.’ 

It is wonderful to see our younger students engaging with Science and 
the world around them in this way.  



The Civitas 

How did you feel 
before you came 
to Ark Academy? 
 
Sammy: I was 
really, really 
scared because 
it’s a really good 
school with high 
expectations. I 
wanted to come 
to this school so 
much – it was the 
first one I put on 
the list and I knew 
I would have to 
work hard if I 
came here.  
 
Paris: I think this 
school is going to 
change my life 
and change me 
into something 
good. Mr Styles 
said in assembly 
that this school 
will change your 
life and I think it 
will. We will work 
hard and be nice 
but learn as well.  
 
Sammy: It’s good 
because it teaches 
us to work hard 
and have manners 
at the same time.  

 
 
 

A new set of children have started their secondary school adventure and that means 
we now have a Full House here at Ark Academy! As Year 11 students, it’s good to see 

the Year 7s settling in. Miss Lewis Smith, a form tutor for 7 Cope, said all the new 
additions had: ‘Great enthusiasm whether it was from planners to water bottles’.  Miss 
Cullen also stated she enjoyed ‘ The Curie challenge and meeting and getting to know 

all the new students’. In a conversation with Jasmin Stoneman, she said Induction 
Week was ‘really nice and the teachers were very settling’.  TyKaela De-Gale stated her 

lessons were ‘extremely fun’ and Madyan Hussein said the Induction Week was 
‘Interesting and we got lots of information!’ We wish all the best to the Year 7s – make 

the most of your time here – You will  never get this opportunity again! 
 
 
 
 

Anti Bullying Week 2014   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anti Bullying week commenced with an assembly about schoolgirl 
Izzy Dix who tragically committed suicide this years after suffering 

bullying at school and online. She was only 14. Her tragic story 
serves to highlight the need for us all to band together to combat 

bullying, both in school and in our communities. 
 

 All of the activities that our students completed during tutor time 
this week were designed to identify ‘What bullying is’, and ‘What 
to do if you or a friend are being bullied’ so we can then stop it 

from re-occurring and happening altogether.  
 

 Every exercise was aimed at encouraging everyone to learn that 
we are stronger as a group and a community than as individuals. 
This is one of the central pillars of ‘Building your Character the 

Civitas Way’ and we are very proud of our welcoming community 
here at Ark Academy.   

 
 
 
 
 

 



Year 10 Induction  
Strive Challenge 

The Civitas 

 
Primary Pajama Day 

Children in Need 
 

Clock wise from left: The girls have all the answers, hoop dreams,  testing 
tyres,  the skilful towel twist & all feet on deck for the ski challenge!   

At the beginning of this term, the newest additions to Year 10 had the opportunity 
to complete the Strive Challenge. This was a unique opportunity led by Sam 
Branson, Noah Devereux and Karl Lokko, and the Virgin Strive team. The Induction 
Week day was intended to teach us about teamwork, handling situations under 
pressure and working with people they may not usually be grouped with. Some of 
the activities included the “magic carpet challenge,” where students had to flip 
over the carpet so the other side faces up, but with as many people standing on it 
as possible, before the other team succeeded within the provided time. They had 
to think about tactics and techniques and, most importantly, teamwork. These skills 
are so useful in life and can be directly applied to our core values. It was a great 
way to start off the year and set the bar high for the persistence Year 10 are going 
to need to show for the coming year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 1 Flannery 
class told us about 
their Pajama Day. 
Malakai said: ‘It’s 

for charity, for 
Children in Need. 
We all gave 50p.’ 

Heer told us: ‘I put 
on my favourite 
Minnie Mouse 
pajamas. Lareb 

had square ones – 
they were pink!’ 
Lareb thought ‘It 
was a really fun 

day. My pajamas 
were comfortable 
inside & outside. 

But I felt hot!’ 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

 Zacharia said: ‘We were seeing how many children could fit in a hula hoop – 5 could.’ 
Jiyya disagreed: ‘No it was 7. 7 of us could fit in the hoop!’  



Shakespeare Schools Festival 

The Civitas 

PSHE  
Drop Down Day 

The Year 11 Performing Arts pupils performed in the 
annual Shakespeare Schools Festival. This year Ark 
Academy performed our Salvador Dali adaption of 

the iconic play The Tempest.  
Faith Agyemang-Lorainey found it to be an 

‘exhilarating experience’ as it gave her an insight into 
the life of a working performer.  The play is full of 
secrecy, romance, treason, magic and comedy and 

the plot is quite a hard one to follow but we believe 
that we did an excellent performance and 
represented the school in a positive way.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Give 
This term, the Year 8s were lucky enough to be visited by 
the charity “First Give”. Students in groups of 4 had to 
research a charity that works to improve the local area, 
and organise a visit to see them. After the visit, the Year 
8s created a presentation about the charity, explaining 
why it deserved to receive a donation from First Give. A 
jury will be brought in to judge each presentation at the 
end of January and the best three will be selected. The 
winning groups will win a donation from First Give, for 
their charity. 1st place group receive £1000 and the 2nd 
and 3rd placed groups receive £250 each.   
 
Special Civitas mention goes to: Sahar Iqbal and Ionie 
Fullerton in 8 Fossey, who have shown great enthusiasm 
for the First Give charity project. They have shown great 
determination to help improve the lives of others in their 
community, spending a great deal of their time 
independently researching and preparing for a meeting 
with a their chosen charity, showing great persistence 
even when they came up against obstacles. A great 
inspiration for other students in their form group!. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On Drop Down days students  

are always given the chance to 
express their personal views. 

We not only enjoy the content 
we are taught (this time, gang 
violence and joint enterprise 
were looked at) but also the 
atmosphere created as we 

have freedom to express our 
opinions. Zainab said: “The 

play was really good and 
started my mind thinking 

about the topic of making the 
right choices.”  

 

Sharlicia explained: ‘The experience was phenomenal, 
being in a professional theatre was something to add into 

our coursework. Our constant rehearsals  & wardrobe 
malfunctions were worthwhile as the performance was 

amazing. The audience feedback was positive and gave us 
even more confidence.’ 

 
 
 

Year 9 minds were 
not only enriched but 

they were also 
entertained by a play 
performed by a group 

named 'Only 
Connect'. The theme 

was crime and 
relationships which is 
quite an interesting 

combination. 
Magdalena thought 
that: “The film we 

watched, ‘My 
Murder’ was not only 
informative but also 
very interesting and 

helped us learn a lot.” 
 

Only Connect Performers 



The Civitas 

 
Keliesha worked at the Happy 

Day Nursery and enjoyed looking 
after the 1 and a half  to 5 yr olds. 

more. Her duties were ‘playing 
with them, teaching them their 

ABCs, singing games & painting.’ 
 

Maaryah 
worked at 
a solicitors 

firm and 
enjoyed it 

very 
much. She 
said ‘the 

best thing 
about it 

was 
seeing 

how the 
legal 

system 
worked’ 

Andrei worked at a financial 
advisory firm and can see himself 

becoming an advisor in the 
future. ‘I would want to be 

involved in mortgages because I 
heard they are interesting’ 

European Day of Languages 

 
 
Many Year 11s have said “I’m going to change my career after going on work experience” or “Maybe I should work 
harder in school”, “I don’t want to work in a shop forever!”. This is the impact the brief experience of working life 
has had on these GCSE students. The majority of Year 11s can say that work experience either altered or confirmed 
their future aspirations. It did have a brighter impact on people for example; certain jobs such as working with the 
public, strengthened customer service skills and problem solving skills. Many educational institutions and employers 
look into students’ key skills, so polishing your skills from now is beneficial for the future. A few of them did work in a 
career they aspire to do; Jai Stewart assisted in a science lab in Manchester and feels: “The experience of the lab is 
something I would love to do again!”  Sonia Jujuwa clerked in a solicitor’s office. She says “I can’t wait to be back 
there again”.  
 

Year 11 Work Experience 

Last half term the languages department invited a few 
university students in to give some pupils a taste of 
the different languages that they can study at 
university. Jai spent a lunch time learning the basics of 
Arabic, whilst others studied Thai or Italian. At school 
we only study a few languages, and it was refreshing 
to see how many there are in the real world. In our 
classes, we all learnt how to say and write some of the 
simple phrases and words in different languages.  
For example, greetings and simple questions such as 
“How are you?” By the end, we were even able to 
keep up a short conversation with each other, hugely 
impressing all of the teachers that we showed off to. 
All in all, European Day of Languages was filled with 
fun. Andrei Bogdan summed up the day by saying 
“Learning a new language that was so different to ours 
was a unique experience that I enjoyed very much.” 



The Civitas 

 
 
 

The atmosphere was buzzing in the main hall for the Socrates House event, it almost 
felt  like an arena with the fans waiting for the acts to come on. The acts ranged from 
comedy, singing, dancing, drumming, gymnastics, which all amazed and entertained 

the audience. For us, the best act was Yash (Year 9) who came in 1st place. His act 
shocked not only the students but the teachers also. When he first opened his mouth 

to sing, we instantly witnessed how impressed everyone was, we all clapped and 
waved our arms to encourage him even more. As everyone performed, there was 

nothing but support from the audience. It was Civitas in Action!  
Freddie & Sonia (Year 11) presented the evening with their cheesy but funny jokes 
which did indeed keep the audience entertained between acts. Alice (Year 10) who 

came in 2nd place again shocked the audience with her strong vocals. We’re confident 
we know a good voice when we hear it and Alice and Yash both have great voices. As 

Alice entered onto the stage she took us away with the famous Whitney Houston song 
‘I Have Nothing’. Teachers and students pinned their eyes onto her as she gave it all 
she had, personally we had goose bumps! Nadejah (Year 10) said: “Everyone around 

me was emotional with joy while watching Alice’s heart-warming performance”.  
 
 
 

The ‘No Direction’ performance was highly entertaining and filled the hall with laughs. I was especially stunned by Mr Scott & 
Mr Kirkman’s amazing singing skills! The choreography as a whole was co-ordinated well; you can tell that a lot of effort and 
practise went into this. The female teachers became ‘The Spice Girls’ which again was a fun surprise! The audience roared as 

Scary Spice (Ms Lisk) showed off her sassy moves and Sporty Spice (Mrs Jackson) displayed her hyped energy. 

Charity Week – Ark’s Got Talent 

Clockwise from left: 1st 
placed Yash singing 

‘Counting Stars’, 3rd placed 
dance group Dimatrix, 2nd 

placed Alice singing ‘I Have 
Nothing’. The flying 

gymnasts from Year 8 and 
Yash visits the crowd 

during his performance! 
Below: Best Friends take 

the stage by storm  



The Civitas 

 
 
The Omelette Contest was a Socrates event and it was a fun, fast-paced fry-up with teachers and students competing to make 
a 1 egg omelette as fast as possible. Best quote goes to Khatra Hassan who said ‘I can’t make an egg!’ Miss Geldard said ‘Yes, 
because you’re not a chicken!’  Those who didn’t crack under the pressure (pun intended!) were Mr Izzidien in 31 seconds 
and Moustafa Mahmoud in 49 seconds. Miss Wada chose perfection over speed so her creation took 2 minutes and 30 
seconds!! The winners of the Egg Cup were Curie and Socrates. Ms Geldard, who ran the contest, said: “We had fun, we 
raised money for charity and we all learnt how to make an omelette!” 
  
 

Omelette Contest 

Strictly Come Dancing at Ark! 

Mr Edmondson & Miss Hickling twirled & 
bounced during a fun fiesta of movement  

 
 
 

Fan favourites Mr Fakhoury and Miss Clark delivered the American Smooth to a transfixed audience and Judge Mr Dainty was 
blown away: ‘During the lift, I wanted to be in your arms Sir!’ Judge Miss Geary thought it was ‘graceful with light and shade 

in movement’ and Mrs Smith called it ‘a joy to watch.’ The couple secured one 9 and three 10s to win the Glitterball!  Mr 
Fakhoury: ‘I was surprised by the reaction of the judges, I was expecting more EBI’s!. To get a 10 from Mrs Smith was brilliant.’ 

 
 
 

 
 

Strictly was arguably the 
highlight of a busy charity 
week and could even be 
considered officially The 
Best House Event Ever 
judging by the fantastic 
reception it received.  
Miss Hickling and Mr 
Edmondson’s Jive was 

described as ‘the most fun 
routine with great energy’ 
by Judge Miss Haslam and 
‘wonderfully enjoyable’ by 
Head Judge Mrs Smith. The 

Argentine Tango was 
danced to perfection by Mr 

Moloney and Miss Shute 
with Judge Mr Fairbairn 

saying ‘Can someone open 
a window? Because I’m    

hot!’ Miss Haslam liked ‘the 
slow, slinky movements, 
passion &  they showed 
incredible discipline to 
remain in character.’  

 
 

 
Miss Clark said: ‘It was nerve racking but lots of 

fun – we’ve been smiling!’ Mr Fakhoury added: ‘I 
didn’t choose the dance, I didn’t choose to dance, 

I got an email telling me ‘You’re dancing!’  
 

The judges were having more fun than the 
dancers! Cha Cha Cha and Critique!  

Mr Moloney: ‘Our faces were of 
concentration not anger but we 
put a bit of anger in there to add 

the tango feel to it!’ 

Mr Ahmed kneels for his 
partner  



The Civitas 

MyBnk (1. Creating ideas & 2. Business panel 

MyBnk ‘Back my Business’ – Year 7    

Shami, who sold cupcakes , shared 
his tips for selling big: ‘You should 
be kind to people cos the more kind 
you are the more people you’re 
gonna get. It worked for me today!’ 

Amy,David & Mohammed sold 
Christmas treats and Festive sweets. 
David said:‘It‘s been tiring but 
interesting. When there’s a crowd of 
people we have to do lots of things at 
once. We have to give a lot of change, 
so  today it has been stressful.’ 

What made you decide to sell pizza and chocolate?   
Ace: ‘We were arguing that we should make one or the other and then we 
were like ‘Let’s make both of them’. We made pizza cos it’s hot & it’s winter, 
so everyone wants something hot. And the Primary kids love chocolate!’  
Shabir: We sold everything and made over £60. All the pizza had gone in one 
hour. At the start we thought it was going to be a complete failure because 
no one was visiting our stall but when they started to come I knew we were 
going to do it. So actually, my dream came true!  
Harris: I thought we were going to lose out because we had no decoration 
around the table but then the pizzas came and they were the decoration! 
They are already thinking about next year: ‘Next time we want to decorate 
everything and expand to sell drinks like water and more sweets.’ 

Olivia Lee’s team made brownies & 
hot chocolate (yum!) ‘We all made 
the brownies so we had to find the 
easiest and best recipes. So we went 
to ASDA and got the cheapest 
ingredients, so we didn’t have to pay 
back as much money.’ Good plan! 

Christmas Fayre  

 
This little lad was happy to decorate his 
own gingerbread man - made by Miss 
Butler & her amazing team of elves! 

 

We gave Year 7 the opportunity to create 
businesses using money and interest free 
loans provided by our friends at MyBnk. 

Each of the groups were asked to come up 
with an idea for a business and submit a 

business plan, costings & loan application 
to the judging panel comprised of Year 8s 

& 9s. On the 24th November the final 
entries were chosen and helped to 

progress into a real enterprise and the 
groups then sold their products at the 

Christmas Fayre.  

MEP Syed Kamall came to offer the students 
help with their ideas & interviewed them 

about business and entrepreneurship .  

The discussion over which idea was 
best for their business got pretty 
lively! Inset:  Year 8s help pick the 

final entries  



The Civitas 

 
The Living Wage Campaign is a new initiative in Brent where employers pay their lowest earning employees enough 
to live on. The current minimum wage for over 21-year-olds is £6.50 per hour, but it has been calculated by the 
government that to pay for taxes, food, clothes & transport in London, it is required to be £9.15 per hour. As the 
campaign says, a minimum wage dinner is made up of cereal, while a Living Wage dinner is a balanced hot meal. Ark 
Academy is one of two businesses in Brent that pays their employees the Living Wage- the other being Brent Council. 
An increasing number of people nowadays are struggling to manage on their pay, so this is a huge improvement as it 
means that they can now get by in London. North London Citizens went on a walk to Wembley Stadium and 
delivered a scrapbook on ‘Why we think the Living Wage is important’ and hope that Wembley Stadium and the FA 
agree to discuss giving all their employees the Living Wage. 
 

London Living Wage Day 

 
 
 
 
Sometimes, we fail to give credit and recognise 
what an important role the support staff plays in 
the smooth functioning of our school. So we had  
a whole day dedicated to the ‘Stars of our School’. 
From canteen staff to pupil support teachers to 
the library, we honoured them in the classic Ark 
style by cutting a cake and a few kind, heart felt 
words from our students. It wasn't just a 
celebratory occasion but also one to express 
gratitude. We spoke to Miss Longdon, Head of 
the Catering team, who said: ‘We like to be 
appreciated because we work very hard. I love my 
job because there are challenges every day & I 
love a challenge! I take no prisoners but the kids 
are polite so that makes things easier’.  
 
 
 
 

Stars in our Schools 

Miss Longdon and the fantastic catering team 

Kassia delivering her thank you card 
to Librarian Miss Pope 

The Pupil Support team with all of their cards and Faith Agyemang – 
Lorainey and Miss Paw cut the ‘Stars of our School’ cake.  



The Civitas 

Can anyone beat  

The Cube?? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

As part of Charity Week, Curie House decided to host an exciting, brand new 
competition. The Curie Cube is a test of the physical and mental skills of 

competitors. It consisted of four rounds; Ball Swap, Rebound,  Cylinder Bounce 
and Time Freeze.  3 of the tasks involved manipulating a ball in different ways to 

complete it. Students and teachers got three lives to pass each challenge, but 
Dhruv Gajjar, the Year 11 student who demonstrated each task to competitors, 
said it was particularly fun because “pupils and teachers got to test their ability 

to complete the tasks and hardly any were able to complete them”. The 
Cylinder proved the most daunting of them all. Ryeshia said It’s very difficult cos 
you have to use your co-ordination, how much force you put onto the ball so it’s 

difficult.’ Muannis said: I’ve won 3 games without losing a single life. The 
Cylinder game I got defeated, I guessed Time Freeze in 20 seconds and on the 

circle one, I threw it so it hit the wall without bouncing, so it would roll a bit and 
come back. I think you get to go ice skating if you win!’ 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Plato’s sporting charity event was one 
you would have hated to miss. It saw 

not only some of our well-loved 
teachers take to the basketball court to 

play Inter House matches but also 
members of our local police for what 

became a heated match! Students 
described it as being ‘a lovely 

atmosphere across the room’. Of course 
the Ark Academy staff didn’t disappoint 
and managed to beat the Police with a 

shocking score of 32-2 but in true Civitas 
spirit, pupils cheered for both teams.  

 
 
 

Ark Teachers vs.  
The Police 

 
 
 

Clockwise from 
left: Mr 

Fairbairn runs 
to make the 

shot, Mr 
Addison shows 

us how it’s 
done, the 

sweaty Ark 
Teachers & The 

Police make 
nice at the end, 
students show 
their support 

for Plato House 
& Mr Cooper 
and Mr Jones 

battle it out for 
the ball!  

 
 
   

Mr Ahmed said: ‘Everyone put in a shift,  
it was a very intense game!" 

Brandon Murphy was very 
pleased with his time!  

Miss Lewis 
Smith said: 
It’s very nice 
to see so 
many of 
11Orwell 
here because 
with some of 
the events 
people are 
selling stuff 
but here 
they’ve had 
to give up 
their time to 
volunteer, 
which I think 
is very Civitas. 



The Civitas 

 
The Year 7 squad team have played 6 games, won 1 
and lost 5 but are all settled in their positions now 
and are learning fast so they are looking good for 
2015. The B, C and D teams have had 18 friendlies 
and have won more than 50% of them. There are 
40 students training on Friday nights for the whole 
squad and participation is about half the year group 
so the teams are looking impressive. Ahmed 
Osman (central defence) and Ace Joseph (striker) 
have been standout performers this term. 
. 

 
 
 
 

One of the sporting workshops was Boccia coaching and the nurture group were treated to a lesson in how to play like a 
pro! Mr Edmondson said: ‘The main component of it is concentration and patience so by utilising that sport students are 

able to improve their concentration, focus and their ability to think tactically in a very static, intellectual game.’ The game is 
like French Boules with a target boule and It’s all played from a seated position. You work together to get as many boules as 

possible as close to the jack boule as you can. The teams consisted of Yash, Oliver and Luke Coutinho, Keown and 
Abdulbasit, who absolutely loved it . Abdulbasit said: ‘I liked how it was a friendly competition. It was a nice skill to learn – 
we learnt a throw where you bring your arm round so the boule spins in the air and when it hits the floor it still continues 

spinning. Accuracy was needed and I was the one who threw the winning ball! ‘ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Our Futsal Year 10 & 11 girls were in action for a the Brent Final 
tournament and we fielded a strong team. The first game was 
against Kingsbury High school. Once the first goal was scored 

they just kept on coming! The final score at the end of the first 
game was 8-1. Our girls achieved one draw and 4 wins in total. 
Ryeisha scored 4 goals in one game ! No losses means our girls 

are Year 10 & 11 Brent Futsal Champions 2014!  Huge 
congratulations to all the girls: Michaela Johnson, Munirah 

Sawyers, Alice Muratovic, Ryeisha Nicholas, Shannae Campbell 
and Nerice Campbell-Forde and of course Miss Addison. 

 
 

 
 

Futsal  

The Boccia 
coach explains 

the rules to 
the boys 

before  an 
enthusiastic 
Yash tries his 

hand  
at throwing 
the boule.  

Year 7 Football 

Boxer and motivational speaker Hannah Beharry 
came in to teach our Year 8 & 9 boys some punches 
and shared her story as part of the ‘Living for Sport’ 
initiative, which is a partnership between Sky Sports 
and the Sport Youth trust. They found elite athletes 
inspire young people through their athletic journey 
and there are life skills that young people have but 
they don’t really know how to use them. Hannah 
spent the day working with the boys and going 
through the ‘6 Keys to Success’ such as Motivation, 
Mental Toughness, Hunger to Achieve & Planning for 
Success so ‘it’s easy for young people to understand 
that you need to work on all the areas of your life, set 
personal goals and so they get inspired to be athletes.’ Hannah Beharry: Living for Sport Initiative 

Boccia Coaching Session 



The Civitas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Faith Edwards in 7Cope raised money for charity week by raking leaves in 
her Mum’s garden. 
 
Nadia Sorabji Stewart in 8Noddack requested to tackle controversial 
topics we’d done in English, including Euthanasia, in Debating Enrichment. 

 
Alexandra Balan-Handoca (7 Motion) for buying a 7 Motion Christmas 
bauble for the whole class  
  
Molly Taylor and Luke Coutinho for always lending a helping hand in 
Science. 
 
Two Year 9 students handed in an iphone that they found on the 
playground. Osman Hassan for always helping to set up Maths class. 
 
Ndea Lawrence is always positive and helpful – a pleasure to teach in RE! 
 
Luke and Oliver Coutinho are both amazingly Civitas. They both regularly 
come to MFL at lunch to help out. 
 
Darshan Mashru in English – He makes an incredible effort and had a great 
attitude to Autumn 2 assessments.  
 
Jack Dolling in English – He has a great approach to KS4 and has stepped 
up his focus. A very impressive learner.  
 
Julia Wojcicka is always focussed, participating and persisting in Science.  
 
Kairovi  and Darshil Bhudia for exceptional and relentless dedication to 
improving their ICT CA.  
 
Dhruv Gajjar for dressing up in a yellow morph suit. Persistence and 
participation in the extreme! 
  
Fizza Syed, Leny Ruban, Zainab Ahmed,  
Bano Ahmad and Alexandra (7 Motion) for helping to pack  
bags at Asda as part of Charity Week (right) 
 
Amirah Al-Rahid, Jazmin Field, Anab Lloyd  
and Rani Babhania gave up their lunchtimes  
& some evenings after school to make and  
sell bath bombs and sugar scrubs.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good Deed Feed 


