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MISSION STATEMENT 

Ark Academy has at its core the pursuit of highest standards possible in education.  We 

believe in high aspirations, high motivation and high achievement for all.  Through our 

extended curriculum and community life we seek to meet the needs of the whole person.  

Civitas – Citizenship – is at our core.  We will build a community of civic pride and social 

justice in which all members are equally valued.  We are committed to the service of young 

people and to helping them play their full part in society. 

 

In light of this we aim to: 

 Provide every student with the knowledge, skills, self belief and motivation to be 

successful in their learning and lives 

 Welcome, value and respect all who come to the school 

 Build a community based on justice and a sense of personal responsibility 

 Provide opportunities for all to experience CIVITAS whilst developing a spirit of 

tolerance and understanding for all cultures, traditions and faiths 

 Promote dialogue and co-operation with the wider community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Driving Principles are: 

 

 Excellence 

 Citizenship 

 Participation 

 Persistence 
 

Our goal 

Our goal is that all students should be able to access higher education and participate fully in our 

democratic society. 

 



Introduction 
 

Year 10 is the first of a critical two years in your child’s education – Key Stage 4.  In Key 

Stage 3, students moved on from the ‘general’ teaching of primary school, learning separate 

academic subjects from specialist teachers for the first time. They have covered the basic 

knowledge and concepts in these subjects and laid the foundations for a more adult 

understanding.  

In Key Stage 4, students will be exposed to a more grown up, sophisticated study of their 

chosen GCSE subjects. The vocabulary of each subject, the difficulty of the concepts, the 

expectation in terms of homework and revision –will unapologetically demanding.  Students 

will both be working towards their GCSE assessments and of course, preparing for A-Levels. 

Subjects at Key Stage 4 are separated into two categories: Core and Optional.  

 Core subjects are compulsory and will be studied by all students. Students may study 

more than one core subject depending on their pathway. This is largely based on 

their Key Stage 3 results, but it also affected by their progress through year 10. 

 Optional subjects have been chosen by students. The majority of students study 

three optional subjects and some study four. Again, this is largely dependent on their 

Key Stage 3 results. 

Year 10 Core Provision 

Subject Number of GCSEs Lessons per week 

English 1 or 2, depending on pathway 5 

Maths 1 or 2, depending on pathway 5 

Science 1, 2 or 3, depending on pathway 
3 (Entry level science) 

6 (Double science) 
6 (Triple science) 

RE 1 1 

PE None – subject is not examined 2 

PSHE / careers None – subject is not examined 1 

 

Year 10 Options Provision (each worth one GCSE unless otherwise stated)  

History Food 
Geography Resistant Materials 
French Textiles  
Spanish Graphics 
Art Business Studies 

Drama Music 
PE Media Studies 
Life Skills (Level 2 Qualification)  

 

 



Year 10 Assessments & new grading structure 

New  courses  at  GCSE  and  are  set  to  be  introduced  between  September  2015  and  September 

2017. There will also be changes to the way in which the examinations are graded.  

 

GCSE – new courses to be taught from September 2015 and first examined in June 2017 

 Maths, English language and English literature (no single English) 

 All of these GCSEs will have more content, a more demanding standard expected and more 

extended writing 

 

GCSE– further new courses to be taught from September 2016 and first examined in June 2018  

 Science (double and triple), Modern Languages, History, Geography, Art and Design,  Design 

&  Technology, Drama,  Physical Education, Music & Religious Studies 

 There will only be controlled assessment (teacher assessed coursework) where essential - 

from the list above this includes Art and Design, Design & Technology, Drama, Physical 

Education, Music. All other subjects will only be assessed through the terminal exam at the 

end of year 11. 

 All of these GCSEs will have more content and more emphasis on literacy and numeracy. 

 

Changes to Grading of new GCSEs (see diagram on the next page) 

 9 (highest) to 1 (lowest) will replace current grades A* to G in the new courses starting from 

2017 onwards. The grades will be given for the first time in 2017 exam results, for English 

and maths. By 2019, all GCSE results will be using the new system. 

 A low C / high D is equivalent to a grade 4 under the new system. The new official ‘pass 

grade’ will be a grade 5, roughly equivalent to a C1.  

 To carry forward the current standard, the number of grades 7, 8 and 9 for a subject will be 

based on the proportion of the cohort who would have been expected to be awarded an A 

or A* had the qualification not been reformed. 

 The new system is intended to help provide more differentiation, especially among higher 

achieving students; the new top grade is set above an A* -A  grade 

 

There is further subject specific information on each subject page about the grading systems and 

curriculum changes. Please contact individual teachers if you have any queries. 

 

 

 



 
 

 



Year 10  Revision Timetable 2016 - 17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Revision Tips 
1. Plan your time using the revision timetable    
2. Treat Sat OR Sun as a school day – do a minimum of 6hrs work 
3. Take regular 15 minute breaks and make sure that you stay hydrated 
4. Use revision guides, past papers, revision cards and highlighters 
5. Do not work on things that you are already good at 

WORK HARD AND BE NICE
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 English  
Why is English important? 

English isn’t just about reading and writing. Studying English teaches 

you the skills and ability to decode the world around you, articulate 

your opinions and ideas and broaden your understanding of 

everything that you come across. The skills taught at GCSE are the 

foundation stone for just about every other learning and kind of work 

you will do afterwards and this is why it is a compulsory core subject.  

All students at KS4 are studying for two GCSEs – one in English 

Literature and one for English Language. There are no longer tiers – all students will sit the same paper 

across the country. 

What will I be studying?  

English Language English Literature 

 Reading non-fiction texts from both pre-
1900 and now 

 Reading post-1900 fiction texts 
 Writing creatively  
 Writing to express a view point 

 A Shakespeare play 
 A pre-1900 novel 
 Poetry from across time 
 A modern text 
 Unseen poetry 

How will I be assessed? 

GCSE English has changed and is now tested 100% by exam. Controlled assessment is now no longer used 

as an assessment tool. The exam takes place at the end of two years of study. There are no options for 

early entry or splitting up modules. All English Language exams are ‘unseen’ – you won’t have read the 

texts prior to the exam. Half of the literature is exam is closed book – this means you will not have the 

book in the exam to refer to.  

This means that from the very beginning we will be: 

 Developing exam skills and technique 

 Working on memorisation of key knowledge in set texts 

 Reading and writing a variety of texts to prepare us for unseen exams 

 Maintaining excellent class and homework notes and building in revision of class and homework in 

from day one.  

The exam board that we will be using is AQA. All syllabus information and a selection of past papers can be 

found at the following website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse


 

What should I read to stretch myself? 

Core Texts: 

 Frankenstein – by Mary Shelley 

 Macbeth – by William Shakespeare 

Recommended prose text: 

 Brighton Rock – by Graham Greene 

 Rebecca – by Daphne du Maurier 

 Brave New World – by Aldous Huxley  

 War of the Worlds – by H.G Wells 

 1984 – by George Orwell 

 The Dispossessed – by Ursula K. Le Guin  

 Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea – by Jules Verne 

 Year of the Flood - by Margaret Atwood 

 Handmaid’s Tale – by Margaret Atwood 

 Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy – by  Douglas Adams 

 

Recommended volumes of poetry: 

 The World's Wife – Carol Ann Duffy (1999) 

 The Collected Poems of Emily Dickinson - Emily Dickinson (published 1890 onwards, 

posthumously)  

 Sonnets - William Shakespeare (1609)  

 Lyrical Ballads - William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1798)  
 



Recommended non-fiction reading: 

 The ‘Comment’ section on the website of The Guardian newspaper: 

http://observer.theguardian.com/comment/highlights/0,,687267,00.html 

 Independent Voices section on the website of The Independent newspaper:  

http://www.independent.co.uk/voices 

Where next? 

GCSE English or GCSE English Language are a compulsory entry requirement for the majority of colleges 

and universities and are almost always required by employers. The GCSE(s) will also prepare you for 

studying English further at A-Level and at university level too.  

Studying English beyond GCSE opens the door to many career paths including journalism, law, publishing, 

teaching, business, advertising, marketing and many others.  

Getting in touch: 

If you have any questions please contact your child’s English teacher: 

 

Class Teacher Name Email Address 

10EnBlue Ms Lewis-Smith n.lewis-smith@arkacademy.org  

10EnGreen Ms Wada j.wada@arkacademy.org  

10EnOrange Ms Barton c.barton@arkacademy.org  

10EnPurple Mr Suttle j.suttle@arkacademy.org  

10EnRed Ms Olanipekun y.olanipekun@arkacademy.org  

10EnSilver Mr Cooper a.cooper@arkacademy.org 
c.johnstone@arkacademy.org 

10EnTurquoise Ms Clark  i.clark@arkacademy.org 
 

 

For any additional guidance about this course contact: 

 

 

 

 

Head of Department: Ms Hanna - a.hanna@arkacademy.org 

Second in Charge: Ms Wada - j.wada@arkacademy.org 

 

 

http://observer.theguardian.com/comment/highlights/0,,687267,00.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/voices
mailto:n.lewis-smith@arkacademy.org
mailto:j.wada@arkacademy.org
mailto:c.barton@arkacademy.org
mailto:j.suttle@arkacademy.org
mailto:y.olanipekun@arkacademy.org
mailto:a.cooper@arkacademy.org
mailto:c.johnstone@arkacademy.org
mailto:i.clark@arkacademy.org
mailto:a.hanna@arkacademy.org
mailto:j.wada@arkacademy.org


 

 
 
All students study GCSE Mathematics for 5 hours per week as part of their core curriculum. 
So what does KS4 Maths look like?   
Well, the GCSE Mathematics qualification contains content in the following curriculum areas: 
 

 
 

In addition to this, the GCSE Mathematics course has a significant emphasis on applying 
mathematics. All students are expected to 
 

 acquire and use problem-solving strategies 

 select and apply mathematical techniques and methods in mathematical, every day and real-
world situations (‘functional mathematics’) 

 reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions 

 interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms appropriate to 
the information and context 

 use their knowledge and understanding to make connections between mathematical 
concepts. 

 
Students will learn Key Stage 4 maths through enquiry questions, as they did in Key Stage 3. This is 

the ‘Fertile Questions’ approach. Students will be assessed each half term on the topics learnt during 

each enquiry and given a grade. At the end of year 11, students will sit the GCSE mathematics exam. 

The name of the qualification is GCSE Mathematics A (1MA1), which is the linear mathematics 

programme run by the exam board Edexcel.  

 

Here are some key pieces of information about the qualification and assessment: 

 

 
GCSE Mathematics A (1MA0) 

HIGHER 
GCSE Mathematics A (1MA0) 

FOUNDATION 

Number, structure 
& timing of papers 

Three written papers, each of which contains 80 marks in total. The first is non 
calculator and the other two are both calculator. Each paper lasts 1 hour 30 

minutes in total 
Each paper is worth 33.3% of the qualification (there is no coursework). 

Tier entry 
Students will be entered for Higher tier (H) or Foundation tier (F). 

Both papers will be taken at the chosen tier. 

Content of the 
papers 

The content is not specifically linked 
to either paper. 

The content is not specifically linked 
to either paper; however, Foundation 

Tier content is subsumed in the 
content for Higher Tier. 

Grades available Grades 4 - 9 available Grades 1 - 5 available 



Functional Maths 
content 

20-30% of each paper 30-40% of each paper 

 
What we’ll be studying each half term… 

Below is a guide to year 10 mathematics & the GCSE topics we will be studying this year. You can 

use it to plan the extra revision you do prior to each assessment or support work during half term 

holidays using your maths revision book or by going on Manga High. 

 
Topics 
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 plotting/sketching reciprocal and exponential curves,  quadratic, cubic and  functions by working out values  
 calculations with powers & roots including using index laws to simplify expressions 
 find the reciprocal of whole numbers, fractions and decimals  
 find the nth term of a sequence of powers of 2 or 10   
 use straight edge and compasses to do standard constructions  
 know the rules of loci in order to construct / shade regions  
 construct 2-dimensional representation of 3-dimensional objects 

A
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  multiply two linear expressions / expanding double brackets  
 find the nth term of a quadratic sequence 
 plot graphs of quadratic functions by working out a table of values and solve them using their graphs 
 solve a quadratic equation of the form ax

2
 + bx + c  =  0 using the quadratic formula                                                   

 use completing the square to factorise or solve quadratic equations 
 transform a quadratic graph by addition or multiplication 

Sp
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 understand and apply Pythagoras’ theorem when solving problems in 2-D 
 use straight edge and compasses to do standard constructions  
 understand and use trigonometrical relationships in right-angled triangles, and use these to solve problems, 

including those involving bearings  
 use the sine and cosine rules to calculate missing angles or sides in non right-angles triangles 
 calculate the area of a triangle using ½absinc  
 draw, sketch and describe the graphs of trigonometric functions 
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  translate a shape or graph using a column vector & solve simple geometrical problems in 2-D using vectors 

solve linear equations, solve an  equation by trial/improvement and solve a quadratic using the –b formula  
 describe in symbols the next term/ nth term in a quadratic sequence 
 multiply / divide fractions 
 find the HCF and LCM and write a number as a product of its prime factors  
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 make and test hypotheses and conjectures, choosing an appropriate sample 
 design a survey or experiment to capture the necessary data from one or more sources; determine the 

sample size and degree of accuracy needed  
 calculate the mean, median, mode and range of tabled data 
 construct and analyse pie charts, bar charts and frequency polygons,  stem & leaf diagrams, scatter graphs 

and histograms 
 calculate the numbers to be surveyed for a stratified sample  
 estimate and find the median, quartiles and interquartile range for large data sets, including using a 

cumulative frequency diagram and box plots 
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 use the formulae for the length of a circular arc & area/ perimeter of a circle, sector or 2D shape 
 solve problems involving surface areas and volumes of cylinders, pyramids, cones and spheres 
 construct 2-dimensional representation of 3-dimensional objects (plans and elevations)  
 understand the difference between formulae for per, area & volume by considering dimensions 
 identify the coordinates of the vertex of a cuboid on a 3D grid    
 understand and use Pythagoras’ theorem and trigonometry to solve 3-D problems 
 know and use notation to represent functions              

 

Getting in touch… 

If you have any questions – please email one of the maths leadership team below: 

Miss Ozeke Director of Maths e.ozeke@arkacademy.org  

mailto:e.ozeke@arkacademy.org


Mrs Bowley Second in charge of maths j.bowley@arkacademy.org  
Miss Milea Study support Coordinator Maths a.milea@arkacademy.org  

Miss Butler Study support Coordinator Maths k.butler2@arkacademy.org 

 
 

Additional Mathematics is an Advanced Free Standing Mathematics Qualification (FSMQ) 
which students may study alongside Key Stage 4 mathematics in their normal maths lessons. 
It provides a challenging, broad and deep education for students aiming to gain A* at GCSE 
maths and puts them in a position to start Year 12 already confident with much of the 
material in Core 1 (AS Maths) whilst also ready for the challenge of FP1 (AS Further Maths). 

 

So what does KS4 Additional Maths look like?  

Additional Mathematics is made up of four strands of Pure Mathematics, each followed by 
an application: 

 

 
 

The applications provide a taste of each of the three major strands of applied mathematics 
that students may meet at AS level and beyond: Mechanics, Statistics and Decision & 
Discrete Mathematics.  

 
Students will learn Additional Maths through enquiry questions, alongside the work they are 

doing for their actual GCSE maths examination. Students will be assessed each half term on the 

topics learnt during each enquiry that relate to Additional Maths and given a grade. At the end 

of year 11, students will sit the GCSE Additional Mathematics exam. The name of the 

qualification is OCR Additional Mathematics Free Standing Qualification (6693) which is the 

linear mathematics programme run by the exam board OCR. 

 

Here are some key pieces of information about the qualification and assessment: 

 

 

 

OCR Additional Mathematics Free Standing Qualification (6693) 

 

Number & timing of 
papers 

One two hour examination paper.  

Tiers of entry There is only one tier of entry  

mailto:j.bowley@arkacademy.org
mailto:a.milea@arkacademy.org
mailto:k.butler2@arkacademy.org


Grades available Grades A- E available 

 
 

Term by Term:  

 Focus Assessment 

Autumn 1 How can the spread of disease be 
represented mathematically? 

 
How much of architecture is mathematics? 

End of half term assessment is used to assess 
students understanding of the topics covered in 
the two fertile questions that they studied this half 
term. 

Autumn 2 Is a quadratic the queen of all equations?  
Only one FQ for half term (except Ad Maths 

students) 
Ad Maths extra fertile question: How can 

exploring the patterns in binomial 
expansions help us solve other problems? 

End of half term assessment is used to assess 
students understanding of the topics covered in 
the two fertile questions that they studied this half 
term. 
 
 

Spring 1  
How did curiosity about the world around 
us lead to trigonometry? Only one FQ  the 

whole half term. 
 

End of half term assessment is used to assess 
students understanding of the topics covered in 
the two fertile questions that they studied this half 
term. 

Spring 2 How is a vector similar to a journey? 
 

How good are you at giving instructions?  
 

End of half term assessment is used to assess 
students understanding of the topics covered in 
the two fertile questions that they studied this half 
term. 

Summer 1 Is there a ‘right way’ to investigate a 
hypothesis? 

 
When can you solve a geometry problem 

using algebra?  
Ad Maths students ONLY 

 

 
End of half term assessment is used to assess 
students understanding of the topics covered in 
the two fertile questions that they studied this half 
term. 
 

Summer 2  Do we think in 2 or 3 dimensions? 
 

How does a function function? 

GCSE Past exam paper is used to assess students 
understanding of the topics that they will be 
assessed on in their GCSE examination. 

 

Homework:  

Students have two thirty minute homeworks each week. Homework is either focussed on 

consolidating concepts learnt in lessons or the development of problem solving skills. At GCSE level it 

is expected and necessary that students do extra independent revision throughout the year to 

ensure that they consolidate their understanding of the topics covered in lessons.  

Useful Resources:  

There are a host of textbooks and mathematics books available in The Learning Centre. The 

Mathematics Room on Fronter (www.fronter.com/ark) is useful, including links to support resources 

and skills practice for each fertile question / unit taught in maths.  

 

http://www.fronter.com/ark


 

Overview 

All pupils at Ark Academy have started their GCSE studies in the summer term of 

Year 9. They will now continue that course of study and have been divided into GCSE 

Entry level Certificate Science, GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy (which is the same 

as the old Double Science) and Triple Science (GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry & 

GCSE Physics).  

If your child is doing GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy they will follow a pathway 

similar to those doing GCSE Triple Science and complete a total of 24 topics across 

the 3 science disciples. If your child is following the Triple Science route, they will 

cover the same topics however they will explore some of those topics in more 

depth. The subject content topics are listed further down this guide. 

New GCSE AQA curriculum pathway 

 



 

 

 

When will they be taught? 

Regardless of what pathway they are following all pupils will study all 3 Sciences – 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Triple and Combined science students have 2 lessons 

of Biology, 2 lessons of Chemistry and 2 lessons of Physics (a total of 6 lessons, and will 

often be taught by subject specialist teachers) every week and single science 

students have three lessons per week. 

The aim is to cover all 24 topics within the course of Y10, while still being assessed 

internally half termly as well as termly MOCK exams. Students will revisit some of the 

topics throughout Y10 and 11, however will aim to complete the course half way into 

Y11, preferably beginning of Spring term. After which we will focus on revision, 

MOCKS and exam preparation until May 2018, when GCSE Examination begin.  

The New Curriculum: What are the changes? 

       … OUT with OLD! What has been scrapped? 

1. There is no longer Controlled Assessments in the new curriculum.  

However students will still expected to develop their Scientific enquiry skills and 

will be expected to have completed specific required practical experiments for 

each of the Science; Biology, Chemistry and Physics. They will be examined on 

their understanding and knowledge of these experiments in the exam papers at 

the end of their GCSE course. In addition to completing these required practical 

experiments in the classroom, they will be expected to keep a clear record as 

evidence of having completed them.  

2. There is no longer QWC (Quality of Written Communication) questions 

However students will still be expected to demonstrate their extended writing skills 

as they will be exposed to a variation of structured, closed short answer and 

open response questions in both papers of their GCSE exams.  

… IN with the NEW! What has been introduced? 

1. Multiple Choice questions (MCQ)  

2. Open response questions – this involves extended writing 

 

Subject Content 

 The new GCSE will cover some new topics while having scrapped some of the 

old topics.  



 Those studying Triple Science will follow the same trajectory as the Combined 

Science pupils; however will be moving at a slightly faster pace at some points to 

ensure that they are covering the additional topics.  

 All pupils should note that the work gets noticeably more difficult as you progress 

through the year and builds on the work done in prior.  

 It is very important to note that all topics are all assessed at the end of Year 11 - 

May 2018. There is no early entry in Science GCSE at ARK Academy.  

 

 

 

GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy 

AQA: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464  

  

 

 

 

How will they be assessed?  

 Combined Science: Trilogy pupils will sit SIX GCSE exam papers (two in each 

Science) in May 2018. 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464


 Each exam will be 75min, worth 70 marks and count towards 16.7% of the 

GCSE. 

 Students will be awarded two grades using the 9-1 grading system. For 

example, 5/5, 6/7, 4/3, 8/9. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE Triple Science 

Biology: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461    

Chemistry: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462 

Physics: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463  

 

Triple scientist will cover the same topics as the Combined Scientist; however will 

cover some of the topics in more depth (highlighted below) 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463


 

How will they be assessed?   

 Triple science pupils will sit six GCSE exam papers (two in each Science) in 

May 2018. 

 Each exam will be 105min, worth 100 marks and count towards 50% of the 

GCSE. These exams are longer than the combined award as they are 

assessing extra content.  

 Students will be awarded grades using the 9-1 grading system for each 

subject. For example: Biology – 8, Chemistry – 7, Physics – 6.  

 

 

 

 



Homework 

Triple science students will be set one thirty minute homework in each Science each 

week. Double science students will be set two pieces per week and single science 

student’s one piece.  Homework can either be a piece of extended writing; 

practising exam answers; a piece of creative work; some research or learning 

keywords and their definitions for a test. 

Useful Resources:  

 The Ark Academy Learning centre 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/ - Please ensure you choose the AQA 

Option! 

 AQA Science Textbooks – Nelson Thornes 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                 

All of the above textbooks, plus additional ones are available to all pupils in the school library. 

We would ask parents not to purchase revision guides for their children at this stage. When it does 

become appropriate lots of notice will be given and a system whereby the school purchases them at 

a reduced cost may be able to be put in place.  

 

Getting in touch… 

If you have any questions – please email Miss Armstrong (Head of Science) at 

m.armstrong@arkacademy.org.  

 

GCSE Combined Science: Triology  

(9-1)  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/
mailto:m.armstrong@arkacademy.org


  



 

Overview 

All pupils entered for the entry level qualification have the 

opportunity two gain two certificates in science. All pupils will cover 

modules in all three sciences, Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  

This is a route for pupils not entered for GCSE science, but could act as a bridging 

qualification which will allow them to go to progress to GCSE at a later date.  

All pupils completing the ELQ route in Ark Academy will have three lessons of 

science every week.  

The Pathway Layout 

The course consists of six modules. In order to gain two ELQ certificates the pupil must 

pass all six of these modules, which is assessed in class and also includes an 

assessment of their practical skills.  

If the pupil does not pass all of the in class modules, they can still gain one ELQ 

certificate, if they have passed three of the modules, one from each science, 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  

The Content: 

Biology 

Component 1: Keeping Healthy  

Component 2: Inheritance, Evolution and the Environment 

 

Chemistry 

Component 3: Materials from the Earth  

Component 4: Oils, Earth and Atmosphere  

 

Physics 

Component 5: Energy Transfer and Efficiency  

Component 6: Electricity and Waves 

Homework 

Pupils will be given one piece of homework per week. This will be available to view 

each week on show my homework . 

www.showmyhomework.co.uk  

 

Getting in touch… 

If you have any questions – please email Miss Armstrong (Head of Science) at 

m.armstrong@arkacademy.org.  

http://www.showmyhomework.co.uk/
mailto:m.armstrong@arkacademy.org
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwim3YrnporPAhWGWhQKHcJ2CR0QjRwIBw&url=http://alimnangysportfolio.weebly.com/sciences--biology-chemistryphysics.html&bvm=bv.132479545,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNGwshlj9Ai8u48o79uhpVsnVETCfA&ust=1473785987102581


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Overview 
The Art and Design GCSE allows you to explore your 
creativity through personal responses to a theme set 
by the exam board. 
You will examine 4 main projects which will allow 
you to experiment using a variety of art materials, 
processes and techniques; painting, drawing, 
sculpture, digital manipulation and printmaking. 
 Over the course you will be expected to meet all the 
Assessment Objectives set out by our Exam Board 
(Edexcel). 
 
 In additional to meeting the Assessment Objectives 
you will develop skills in: 
  Expressing your ideas  
 Journaling your journey of exploration through the 

use of materials and your ideas 
 Work on your mastery in drawing and working 

with basic art techniques 
 Explore your imagination 
 Analyse the work of other artist, designers and 

crafts people 

 Working independently and collaboratively 
 As well as practicing your problem solving,  
       communication and interpersonal skills 

 

  

  

Course Structure and Assessment 

Course Coordinator: 

D.Paton 

D.paton@arkacade

my.org 

60% Personal Portfolio Assessment 

Independent creation of a personal project 

which explore a theme set by the exam 

board. 20 hours of independently classroom 

based time to develop work which hits all 

the Assessment Objectives and culminates in 

a 10 hour practical exam in which you create 

a final outcome. 

Final Assessment of all work is 

carried out by the Art Department, 

then an externally moderated by a 

visiting moderator 

  

There will be an exhibition of all the 

work created by each students at 

the end of the course. 

Independent creation of a personal portfolio 

which explore a variety of materials and all 

the Assessment Objectives 

40% Externally set Assessment 

Routes of Progression 

Examples of 

GCSE work 

Examples of  

GCSE work 

The course will enable students to develop a full and coherent body of 

work presented in sketchbooks and portfolios of work which will allow 

them to progress too Higher and Further Education pathways in: 

 Art and Design 

 Photography, Photo Journalism 

 Digital Art and Animation 

 Graphic and Product Design 

 Art History 

 Fashion and Textiles Design 

 Interior and Industrial Design 

 Architecture 

 Advertising and Marketing 

 Film Making 

 Costume and Set Design 

 Illustration 

 Web and Software Design 

 Car  and Aeronautical Design 

 Furniture design 

 Medical photography and 
Illustration 



 

Overview:  
In Years 10 and 11 in Business Studies students work towards gaining one single GCSE. In 
this course, students study the breadth of the subject from Setting up a Business to Growing 
as a Business.  
 

The course breaks down as follows: 

 
Studied in year 10  

 
Studied in year 10  

 
Studied in Year 11  

Edexcel GCSE Business Pathway 

Unit No. 1 2 3 

Unit Name Setting up a Business Investigating a small 
business 

 

Brief overview of 
assessment 

Overview of content 

This unit contains five 

topics: 

• Spotting a business 

opportunity 

• Showing enterprise 

•Putting a business 

idea into practice 

•Making the start-up 

effective 

 

•Understanding the 

economic context. 

 
Overview of 
assessment 

•External 

examination: 45 

minutes 

 

•Compulsory 

multiple-choice and 

objective test 

questions with a total 

of 40 marks 

Overview of content 

• Same content as Unit 

1. 

 
Overview of assessment 

• This unit is internally 

assessed under 

controlled conditions. 

• Students complete 

one Edexcel-set task 

with a total of 40 marks. 

•Research/investigation 

– approximately two 

weeks of curriculum of 

time (a maximum of six 

hours). 

• Analysis/evaluation of 

task (final write-up) – 

approximately one week 

of curriculum time (a 

maximum of three 

hours). 

• The task is internally 

marked by teachers and 

moderated by Edexcel. 

Overview of content 

This unit contains five 

topics: 

• Marketing 

• Meeting customer 

needs 

• Effective financial 

management 

• Effective people 

management 

• The wider world 

affecting business. 

 
Overview of assessment 

• Written examination: 

1 hour 30 minutes 

• Students will be 

required to answer all 

questions from Sections 

A, B and C. 

• Questions will 

comprise of a 

combination of multiple-

choice, short- 

% of Overall Grade 25% 25% 50% 

Assessment Method Written Exam Paper Controlled Assessment Written exam paper 

Time for Assessment 45 Mins  9 Hours  1hr 30 mins 

Assessed by: Externally Assessed by 
Edexcel  

Internally assessed by 
subject tutor. 

Externally Assessed by 
Edexcel 

*The controlled assessments take place in school on dates timetabled which students will be notified 

about. It is imperative that students are in school at these times as it will be difficult students to 

catch up if they miss out.  

Homework: Students will receive homework every other week, these will vary and include 
keyword/glossary definitions to research, exam style questions, revision from their Business revision 
guide as well as completing questions from this guide, creating revision resources in preparation for 
their half termly and end of year assessments. Each piece of homework will centre around one of 



the elements of their exams for Unit 1, Unit 2 or linked to their Controlled Assessment. Students are 
set the homework for completing in 7 days in most cases.  
 

Students are expected to do further revision on top of this and keep up to date with 

business trends and news articles.  

These will be used to track the knowledge and understanding of students to identify where 

they are at the time, where they need to go next and how they will get there. Intervention 

will be targets at times to support the progress of students to ensure they stay on track to 

achieve their very best possible outcome. 

Independent learning, revision and support outside the classroom: 

Y
e

ar
 1

0
 

Aut1 Aut2 Spr1 Spr2 Sum1 Sum2 

Unit 1 & 
assessment 

 
Unit 1 & 

assessment 
 

Unit 1 & 
assessment  

Unit 1 & 
assessment 

Unit 2 Unit 2 

Spotting a 
Business 

Opportunity 

Showing 
Enterprise 

Putting a 
Business idea 
into practice 

Making the start 
up effective 

Unit 1 
content 

applied to a 
local 

business 

Unit 1 
content 

applied to a 
local 

business 

Y
ea

r 
1

1
 

Aut1 Aut2 Spr1 Spr2 Sum2 Sum2 

Unit 3 Unit 3 Unit 3 Unit 3 Revision 
Revision & 

exam 

Marketing  
Meeting 

customers’ 
needs 

Effective financial management & 
people management. 

Unit 1 & 3 Unit 1 & 3 

 

 

 GCSE Bitesize Business Studies: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/business/  
 Business Balls: http://businessballs.com/  
 BBC Business News: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/business/  
 

 

Recommended reading:  

REVISE Edexcel GCSE Business Revision Guide 

Price: £5.99 

ISBN: 9781446903735 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiGjImRlYLPAhWEyRQKHXM3B7AQjRwIBw&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/REVISE-Edexcel-Business-Revision-Guide/dp/1446903737&psig=AFQjCNFg49wg5A5XiO-4u8MgYG0F2gmFgg&ust=1473506367757910
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/business/
http://businessballs.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/business/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 DT: Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE
  

 WHAT WILL I STUDY?
This new GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and 

 creative course which focuses
on practical cooking skills to ensure students develop a thorough 

 understanding of nutrition, food
provenance and the working characteristics of food materials. At 

 its heart, this qualification focuses on
nurturing students' practical cookery skills to give them a strong 

 understanding of nutrition.
 Food preparation skills are integrated into five core topics:

 • Food, nutrition and health
 •Food science
 • Food safety
 • Food choice

 • Food provenance.

What qualification will the course lead to?   
 AQA GCSE Food Preparation & nutrition

 HOW WOULD IT HELP ME IN FUTURE?
Upon completion of this course, students will be qualified to go on 
to further study, or embark on an apprenticeship or full time 
career in the catering or food industries. We all have to eat! A 
good understanding of food is essential for everyone who cares 
about their health. It also supports work covered in Science and 
GCSE PE. A wide choice of careers is available and the Food 
Industry is one area that is expanding with good career 
opportunities: Research and Food Development, Food Scientist, 
Dietician, Environmental Health Officer, Health and Safety, 
Marketing, Quality Assurance, Chef and catering, Health and 

 Social Care and many more.

Written Paper:  
50% of your grade will be in the form of a 

1.45hr written exam at the end of year 11. (100 
 marks.)

NEA : Non exam assessment 

50% of your grade will consist of    
 Task 1: Food investigation (30 marks).

Written or electronic report (1,500 – 2,000 
words) including photographic evidence of the 

 practical investigation.
Task 2:   Written or electronic portfolio

 including photographic evidence.
Photographic evidence of the three final dishes 

 must be included. (70 marks)
 

 Non-exam assessment (NEA)
 What's assessed

Task 1:  Food investigation (30 marks) 
Students' understanding of the working characteristics, functional 
and chemical properties of ingredients. Practical investigations are 

 a compulsory element of this NEA task.
Task 2  : Food preparation assessment (70 marks) 
Students' knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the 
planning, preparation, cooking, presentation of food and 
application of nutrition related to the chosen task. Students will 
prepare, cook and present a final menu of three dishes within a 

 single period of no more than 3 hours, planning in advance how
 this will be achieved.

 WILL ALL MY STUDY BE IN SCHOOL?
Homework is an integral and valuable part of this 
course and will include research and design 
analysis tasks as well as theory.  Most aspects 
are within controlled conditions and must be 
completed in school with some homework time 

 for research tasks.

How will it be similar to what I have done in 
 Year 9? 

You will build on the skills you have developed in 
DT: Food technology during Year 9. Research, 
planning, designing, making and evaluating are 
all essential parts of the GCSE course. Practical 
skills will be further developed and you will use a 

 wider range of skills and equipment.

HOW WILL IT BE DIFFERENT TO OTHER DT 
 COURSES?

All Design Technology courses use the AQA Exam 
Board and follow the Design and Make process. 
However, on this course you will only be working 
with food. The new investigation element will 

 require more written work.

 Course coordinator: Ms. Falconer

 m.falconer@arkacademy.org

WHAT WILL BE ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT FOR ME 
 TO SUCCEED ON THE COURSE?

You will need to have an interest in food and 
enjoy being practical. Having a creative mind and 
being willing to try new ideas is important. You 
must be organised, manage time well and be 
prepared to provide ingredients for practical 

 lessons.



 

 

Overview:  

Drama is an exciting, creative and challenging course. It can be very demanding at times 

and requires a high level of commitment, maturity and respect. 

Drama GCSE is not an easy subject! 

You will be required to work outside of your normal lesson times.  In addition to research 

work you will also be required to attend at least one live theatre performance, take part in 

workshops at school by visiting practitioners and be at rehearsals after school or at lunch 

time. Therefore, you must commit to high attendance, excellent behaviour and hard work! 

The AQA Drama course consists of: 

 Written exam – 40% 

 Teacher observations of your work, development and contribution in lessons 
– 15% 

 Practical performances throughout the course – 45% 

 
 
The topics we will cover across year 10 will be within the following areas from the 
Drama syllabus: 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

Term by Term:  

 Focus Assessment 

Autumn 1 Induction and Skills Audit 
Prepare and perform a piece 
of theatre using given a 
drama technique. 

Teacher observations 
Student research and notes 
Practical group performance 

Autumn 2 Unit 2 / Acting 
Select, prepare and perform 
extracts of script  
Explore Stanislavski and 
naturalistic drama  
 

Practical group performance 
Written assessment Unit 1: Section A 
 
 

Spring 1 Unit 2 /  Devised Thematic 
Work 
Unit 1 / Section A 
Prepare and perform a piece 
of theatre using techniques 
from Activ8 theatre. 
 

Teacher observations 
Student research and  notes 
Practical group performance 

Spring 2 Unit 1/ Section C 
Visit to theatre to watch a 
live performance. 

Student research and notes 
Written mock examination of Unit 1: section C 
 

Summer 1 Unit 2 /  Theatre in 
Education 
Close study of stylistic 
features of Brecht 
Prepare and perform a piece 
of theatre from stimuli using 
conventions from chosen 
practitioner. 

Teacher observations 
Student research and notes 
Practical group performance 
 
 

Summer 2   Unit 1 /  Sections A and C 

 
Summer written assessment 

 

Homework:  

Students have one piece of homework each week. This may be a practical homework (to rehearse 

before the next lesson with their group) or a piece of research to make up part of their coursework. 

Students should constantly keep a rehearsal log for any sessions in or out of class. This will be used 

to help their exam preparation at the end of the year- the more detailed the better. 

Useful Resources:  

 The Ark Academy Learning centre 

 Show my homework  

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/drama/  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/drama/


 

GCSE Geography 
Overview:  

The AQA Geography GCSE focuses on the physical and human processes and factors that 

have shaped the environment in which we live. The course has three papers: 

Paper 1: Living with the Physical Environment 
 Written paper  
 1 hour 30 min  
 88 marks (inc. 3 for SPaG) 
 35% of GCSE 

Paper 2: Challenges in the Human Environment 
 Written paper 
 1 hour 30 min 
 88 marks (inc. 3 for SPaG) 
 35% of GCSE 

Paper 3: Geographical Applications 
 Written paper 
 1 hour 15 min 
 76 marks (inc. 6 for SPaG) 
 30% of GCSE 

 
The table below shows all the topics your child will be studying for their exam: 
Paper 1: Living with the Physical 
Environment 

Paper 2: Challenges in the Human 
Environment 

Section A 
The Challenges of Natural Hazards (33 
marks) 

Section A 
Urban Issues and challenges (33 marks) 

Section B 
The Living World (25 marks) 

Section B 
The Changing Economic World (30 marks) 

Section C 
Physical Landscapes in the UK (30 marks) 

Section C 
The Challenge of Resource Management 
(25 marks) 

Section D 
Geographical Skills 

Section D 
Geographical Skills 

Paper  3: Geographical Applications 
Section A 
Issue Evaluation (37 marks) 
Section B 
Fieldwork & Geographical Skills (39 marks) 
 

Students will be assessed at the end of each half term. All assessments will be GCSE past 

papers. 

 



Homework:  

Weekly homework focuses on answering past paper exam questions and creating 

revision resources. It is essential that all homework is completed to the highest possible 

standard and handed in on time, so that teachers are able to give targeted feedback to 

your child to improve their learning. 

Useful Resources:  

Essential: 

GCSE Geography students work on lined A4 paper, which is saved in lever arch files. 

These files are kept in school and are only to be taken home during end of year revision. 

This is their key revision tool and must be kept up-to-date, well-organised and neatly 

presented. We recommend students to buy clear plastic wallets to hold their sheets in 

their file.  

For Revision and extra homework: 

Students will have access to the online tool ‘Kerboodle’. They will receive login details in 

class and will have access to online textbooks and assessment activities.  

To extended and develop understanding: 

Your child should be encouraged to keep up-to-date with current affairs by watching the 

news and reading a good quality broadsheet at least once a week. This will enable them 

to gain a greater understanding of geography in the news and build on the topics 

studied in class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful websites: 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geo

graphy/ 

 http://www.kerboodle.com  

 

Contacts: 

 Mr Chandler: e.chandler@arkacademy.org  

 Ms Doherty: n.doherty@arkacademy.org  

 Mr McGregor: a.mcgregor@arkacademy.org 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/
http://www.kerboodle.com/
mailto:e.chandler@arkacademy.org
mailto:n.doherty@arkacademy.org
file://///aa-fp1/Staff%20Share/Policies%20and%20Handbooks/Curriculum/Year%2010/Subject%20pages_last%20year/a.mcgregor@arkacademy.org


Graphic Products enables students to design and make products with creativity and originality, using 

a range of graphic and modeling materials.  

 

What will I learn? 

Graphic product designers need to be able to select and use 

a range of graphical techniques and skills and so the initial 

stages of this course are spent developing and advancing 

these skills. You will learn about a variety of different topics 

including advertising media, point of sale display, package 

design, board game design and manufacture and 

educational aids. You will use designing and making skills to 

develop your own ideas in a creative way. In year 10 you 

will have the opportunity to choose from a selection of 

possible projects to design and make a product. 

Progression Pathways: 

 

Have you ever thought that every TV 

programme you watch, every package you 

open, every booklet you read will have 

been created by a product designer? A 

wide choice of possible careers are 

available including advertising, market 

research, the development and application 

of packaging materials and interior design 

to name few. Following this course 

students should have the basic skills 

required to follow their chosen career path 

or to continue on to Product Design at A 

Level and then on to Higher Education. 

How will it be differ to other DT courses? 

All Design Technology courses use the AQA Exam Board and 

follow the Design and Make process. However, on this course 

you will be working with card, paper, acrylic and other graphics 

products  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE Graphic Products 

Assessment 

Unit 1: Written Paper:  

40% of your grade will be in the 

form of a written exam at the 

end of year 11 

Unit 2: Design and Making: 

60% of your grade will consists 

of a single design and make 

activity selected from a range of 

set tasks 

 

 

Architect Product Designer 

Illustrator Animator 

Brand developer 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://vccontractors.com/services/career-opportunity-architect/&ei=Ew3_VKGtC8S6UavugYAO&psig=AFQjCNGhfUxPKqNUI3_8IRf_SKO4CvVxeQ&ust=1426087571262330
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://www.careeraddict.com/10377/how-to-become-a-product-designer&ei=cQf_VPulNsv1UKiXgMgK&psig=AFQjCNFX4NHVLmu-2jUqgmlUcu1WboZUsw&ust=1426086129982023
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2014/mar/03/how-we-made-wallace-and-gromit&ei=xCT_VJG8F8v3UN_Fg_gJ&psig=AFQjCNHMYzxCzeYKDxQh9qSlzxQhLgAGjQ&ust=1426093636488534


 

Overview:  

History at GCSE is both a continuation and extension of your child’s learning at Key Stage Three. 

They will be revisiting ideas encountered in Years 7, 8 and 9 as well as exploring new aspects of the 

past such as the History of Medicine. Students will be following the Edexcel History B specification 

across Years 10 and 11. This is comprised of 4 units, each worth 25% of their overall grade. All 

examinations will take place at the end of Year 11.  

 

Your child will have three History lessons per week throughout Year 10 and will be assessed every 

half term. 

 

WHEN 

  

Aut 1 Aut2 Spr1 Spr2 Sum1 Sum2 

Year 10 

  

  

Assessment 

Medicine Through 

time. 

1250 - present 

Early 

Elizabethan 

England 

1558-88   

Early 

Elizabethan 

England 

1558-88  

Germany 

1918-

1939 

Germany 

1918-1939 

GCSE Past 

Paper 

questions. 

Section B 

of GCSE 

Paper 

One 

GCSE Past 

Paper 

questions. 

Section A 

of GCSE 

Paper two 

GCSE Past 

Paper 

questions. 

Full Paper 

Three  

Year 11 

  

  

Assessment 

Super Power 

Relationships and the 

Cold War 1941-91  

The British 

Sector of 

the 

Western 

Front 

The British 

Sector of 

the 

Western 

Front 

(Medicine 

revision) 

  

REVISION 

FINAL GCSE 

EXAMS: 

PAPER 1 : 30 

%       

1h15m 

Medicine 

through Time 

PAPER 2: 40% 

1h45m 

Elizabethan 

England 1558-

88 and Super 

Power 

Relationships 

1941-91   

PAPER 3:30% 

1h20m 

Germany1918-

39 

GCSE Past 

Paper 

Questions 

on section 

B 

  

MOCKS: 

Paper 2 

and 3 

GCSE Past 

Paper 

Questions 

on 

MOCKS: 

Paper 1 

 

Homework:  



 

Students will be set the equivalent of two homework tasks per week that either consolidate or 

extend work done in lessons. We will also expect students to do additional independent work and 

revision to supplement their learning. 

 

Useful Resources:  

 

 Students have an folder their work which will provide an invaluable revision resource 

 The Academy Learning Centre – we have ordered numerous books, including A Level texts, for 

pupils to access. 

 BBC Bitesize for GCSE History - http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/shp/ 

 History Learning Site – http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/weimar_germany.htm (not the 

same exam board, but useful content) 

 Edexcel/Pearson pages for Parents and Students - http://www.edexcel.com/i-am-

a/student/Pages/home.aspx (if you are not sure what you are looking for, please contact your 

child’s teacher who will be able to help) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts: 

 Miss Sanders: A.sanders@arkacadmy.org  

 Miss Pitkin: F.Pitkin@arkacademy.org  

 Mr Oxby: F.Oxby@arkacademy.org  

 Mr Coward: J.coward@arkacademy.org 

 Mr Sawbridge: T.Sawbridge@arkacademy.org   

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/shp/
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/weimar_germany.htm
http://www.edexcel.com/i-am-a/student/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.edexcel.com/i-am-a/student/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:A.sanders@arkacadmy.org
mailto:F.Pitkin@arkacademy.org
mailto:F.Oxby@arkacademy.org
mailto:.coward@arkacademy.org
mailto:T.Sawbridge@arkacademy.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 LANGUAGES: 
 FRENCH & SPANISH GCSE

 (exam board: EDEXCEL)

 Why do languages matter?
•   Increase your employability in a competitive job market

•   Ensure that you get into your university of choice

•  Develop skills which are recognised in all universities and places of work: communication 

 skills, resilience, problem-solving

•   Learn more about other people and cultures

 A model MFL GCSE students is...
•   Committed

•   Resilient

•   Hard-working

•  Interested in the world around 

 them

•   Civitas!

How will you be assessed? 
 FOUR terminal EXAMS in May of year 11 – equal weighting

 Aims of the GCSE Course
•  An understanding of French/ Spanish in a 

 variety of contexts

•  A knowledge of French/ Spanish vocabulary 

 and structures

•   Transferable learning skills

•  The ability to communicate effectively in 

 French/ Spanish

•  An awareness and understanding of countries 

and communities where French/ Spanish is 

 spoken



THEMES & TOPICS 

All themes and topics will be studied in the context of both the UK and that of 

countries where French/ Spanish is spoken: 

 

THEME 1: IDENTITY AND CULTURE 

• Who am I? 

• Daily life 

• Cultural life 

THEME 2: LOCAL AREA, HOLIDAY AND TRAVEL 

• Holidays 

• Travel and tourist transactions 

• Town, region and country 

THEME 3: SCHOOL 

• What school is like 

• School activities 

THEME 4: FUTURE ASPIRATIONS, STUDY AND WORK 

• Using languages beyond the classroom 

• Ambitions 

• Work 

THEME 5: INTERNATIONAL AND GLOBAL DIMENSION 

• Bringing the world together 

• Environmental issues 

HOMEWORK 

Homework is crucial to consolidate learning and to develop as a linguist. Students 

should spend at least one hour on homework each week. Homework can either be 

a reading task; a piece of writing; practising exam answers; a piece of creative 

work; some research or learning vocabulary or grammar for a test.  

ASSESSMENT 

Students will be assessed formally in two skills each half term. These assessments will 

help them to prepare for the GCSE exams. It is therefore essential that they revise 

thoroughly and act on teacher feedback to improve.  

USEFUL RESOURCES 

www.quizlet.com: to learn and practise vocabulary (Quizlet app can be 

downloaded) 

www.languagesonline.org.uk: to practise grammar, vocabulary, listening and 

reading 

www.wordereference.com: online dictionary 

Information about revision guides will be communicated to students and parents/ 

carers at the start of year 10 

GETTING IN TOUCH… 

If you have any questions – please email Ms Bouquin (Head of MFL) at 

m.bouquin@arkacademy.org . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.quizlet.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.wordereference.com/
mailto:d.giannarou@arkacademy.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 MEDIA STUDIES GCSE

 Why does Media matter?
If you don’t understand the media – 
where it comes from, who is behind it, 
and the coded messages it contains – 
then you can’t really understand the 
world we live in! Media affects our 
daily lives in so many ways, and 
understanding it is key to becoming a 

 successful citizen in the 21st century. 

 Where does Media lead you to:
• A good grade in Media 

Studies GCSE will set you 
up for Media Studies A-
Level. There are many 
careers and courses at 
university that involve 
media – for example 
Media & Marketing, Film 
Studies, Graphic Design, 
Web Design, 
Screenwriting, 
Journalism... To name a 

 few!
• Media also offers the 

chance for you to 
become technically 
proficient at using a 
range of different 
technologies – essential 
in today’s fast-moving 

 society.

 We are using the AQA exam board

Course coordinator: Mr Gardiner– 
 s.gardiner@arkacademy.org

 What is media studies?
This is an exciting new subject at 
GCSE. It links with many subjects, 
including English and ICT. Media 
studies involves the close analysis 
of mass media - television, film, 
the internet, radio, print media 
(newspapers and magazines) - 
and how these types of 
communication impact on modern 
society. It’s a practical course that 
sits nicely with a mixture of 

 academic subjects. 

 How will you be assessed?



 
Most people like to listen to music: maybe for relaxation or entertainment, to create 

an appropriate atmosphere at a party or event, or to express emotions where words 

fail. The inner instinct to respond to music is almost universal, yet, for many people, it 

never develops into a trained skill; nor are they able to use their musical appreciation 

to express their own personality and emotions through the performance and 

composition of music. 

 

At GCSE you will study music in greater depth. In particular: 

 You will develop your listening skills to enable you to hear and define music 

with greater accuracy and subtleties.  

 You will be aware of more styles of music, including popular music, world music 

and classical music. 

 You will develop your performance skills. 

 You will hone your musical skills through working on your own compositions, 

giving you the opportunity and the know how to truly express yourself. 

 You will develop your music technology skills using industry standard 
equipment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How will the course be examined? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Performance 
30% 

• One solo performance 

• One ensemble performance 

Compositio
n 30% 

• 1 controlled assessment composition 

• 1 free composition 

Listening 
40% 

• A listening exam based on the Areas of 
Study 

GCSE Music 

Progression Pathways 

 Music GCSE is a respected academic GCSE. Universities 
will see Music as a welcome creative contrast when 
applying to study subjects such as Science and Maths.  

 As we will be focusing on everything from traditional 
theory to cutting edge music technology there will be 
many choices for pupils with GCSE Music  

 A- level Music and A-level Music Technology are just 
two of the courses available after GCSE Music. 

 The creative arts industry contributed £4bn to the 
British economy last year. We are very good at creating 
and exporting our work. It all starts with GCSE Music! 

 

Course coordinator: Miss Sharp 

l.sharp@arkacademy.org  

 

Exam Board 

We will be following the 

EDEXCEL syllabus for this 

course. For a more in 

depth overview of the 

course please look at 

qualifications.pearson.com 

and follow the links to 

GCSE music. 

 



 

 

AQA’s GCSE in Physical Education: 
 

 Encourage students to be inspired, moved and changed by following a broad, 
coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study and to develop an 
awareness and appreciation of their own and others’ cultures in relation to 
physical education 

 Encourages creativity and decision-making skills to enable students to plan 
effectively for performances and to respond to changing situations 

 Enable students to develop their ability to engage independently and successfully 
in different types of physical activity, and to develop and maintain their 
involvement in physical activity as part of a healthy, active lifestyle. 

 

 

 

 
Paper 1: The Human body 
and movement in 
physical activity and sport 
 

  
Paper 2: Socio-cultural 
influences and well-
being in physical activity 
and sport 

  
Non-exam 
assessment: 
Practical performance 
in physical activity and 
sport 

 

What’s assessed 
 

 Applied anatomy 
and physiology 

 Movement 
analysis 

 Physical training 

 Use of data 
 

 
What’s assessed 
 

 Sports psychology 

 Socio-cultural 
influences 

 Health, fitness 
and well-being 

 Use of data 
 

  

What’s assessed 
 

 Practical 
performance in 
three different 
physical activities in 
the role of 
player/performer 

 Analysis and 
evaluation of 
performance to 
bring about 
improvements in 
one activity. 

 

 
How it’s assessed 
 

 Written exam: 1 
hour 15 minutes 
 

 

How it’s assessed 
 

 Written exam: 1 

hour 15 minutes 

 

How it’s assessed 
 

 Written exam: 1 

hour 15 

minutes 

GCSE Physical Education 

’A subject enjoyed by those who love Sport, Science and appreciate the benefits of keeping fit 
and healthy’ 

Assessment 



 

Homework:  

 
Students are set one piece of homework per week, which will follow up on work 

completed during lessons. Revision at home should be completed additionally to 

their homework to ensure the new learning/ knowledge remains fresh in their mind 

prior to assessment. 

Essentials: 

It is essential that pupils have their full Ark Academy PE kit for every practical lesson. 

Even if they are ill or injured they will be expected to have their kit and possibly 

change so that they can take some part in the lesson (it may be the role of 

referee/umpire/coach etc…). 

It is also essential that pupils understand that the course entails a large amount of 

theory content and that practical performance alone will not lead to success. Pupils 

will be expected to produce neat and thoughtful classwork and homework. 

 

To extend and develop performance and understanding: 

Pupils should be taking part in physical activity/Sport outside of school/enrichment. 

Noticeable performance differences are evident between those who compete/train 

outside of school and those who do not. Pupils can seek advice from their PE 

teachers in relation to local clubs. 

PE students should be encouraged to keep up-to-date with current sporting affairs by 

watching the news and reading a good quality sports section from a broadsheet at 

least once a week. This will enable them to gain a greater understanding of the 

‘bigger picture’ of the professional world of sport and physical education. 

 

Useful Resources:  

 The Ark Academy Learning centre 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/pe/  

 

 

 

Heads of Department: Ms. Addison & Mr. O’Carroll 
n.addison@arkacademy.org | s.ocarroll@arkacademy.org 

 
 

GCSE PE teachers: Ms Gallagher & Mr Edmondson 
k.gallagher@arkacademy.org / s.edmondson@arkacademy.org 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/pe/
mailto:n.addison@arkacademy.org
mailto:k.gallagher@arkacademy.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 What you need to do to revise for the RE assessments:
• You should now be using your Year 9 and Year 10 exercise books. You will 

have notes and worksheets as well as exam answers that have been 
teacher assessed and this will remind you of the content we have learnt as 
well as how to answer certain questions. Get these books out at home 

 and/or bring them to your morning study group.
• You will be given a revision guide in Aut 2 that will have notes, activities 

and exam questions on each topic. You should also bring this to study form 
 periods and complete the activities whenever you have time. 

• Read through the notes in your book and/or revision guide. Highlight any 
key pieces of information and make notes about these in a mindmap or on 
revision cards. Read over these notes and then use them to answer an 

 exam question on the topic.

 Structure of the exam: 
You will have 2 exam papers that will last 1 hours and 45 minutes 
each.  One will focus on the beliefs and practices in Islam and 
Christianity, the other will ask question on the thematic modules  you 
have studied. In each exam, you will have to answer 4 questions and 

 each question will have 5 parts to it.
 Each question is usually set out as follows:

 Part 1)    Key word recognition   (1 mark)
 Part 2)    Give 2 facts....   (2 marks)

 Part 3)    Explain two contrasting views (4 marks)
 Part 4)    Explain question (e.g a TM question) (5 marks)

 Part 5)    “A statement.” Do you agree?  (12 marks)

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-r8RBvQ2FkSY/Uv82ZDHk6AI/AAAAAAAAAEY/HHaYGopT6I0/s1600/2014-02-13_0002.jpg


Resistant Materials helps you develop the ability to design and make products with creativity and 

originality, using a range of materials and techniques. You will solve real problems through the use of 

materials such as wood, metal and plastics.  

 What will I learn? 

You will have the opportunity to choose from a selection 

of possible projects to design and make a product in year 

10. You will learn to analyse products in relation to a 

specification, quality issues, use of materials, production 

methods. You will also learn about sustainability and 

legislative issues, commercial manufacturing practices, 

materials and components, tools and equipment, systems 

and processes and computer aided design / computer-

aided manufacturing. You should be aware that the 

course involves a significant theory input. 

 
 Progression Pathways: 

 

This course is relevant to students who are 

interested in pursuing careers in areas such 

as design, architecture, engineering and 

construction. It provides students with the 

opportunity to gain skills in manufacturing 

processes and techniques and also to gain 

experience of working with a range of 

materials. Following this course students 

should have the basic skills required to 

follow their chosen career path or to 

continue on to Product Design at A Level 

and then on to Further/Higher Education. 

How will it be differ to other DT courses? 

All Design Technology courses use the AQA Exam Board and 

follow the Design and Make process. However, on this course 

you will only be working with wood, metal and plastic products.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE Resistant Materials 

Assessment 

Unit 1: Written Paper:  

40% of your grade will be in the 

form of a written exam at the 

end of year 11 

Unit 2: Design and Making: 

60% of your grade will consists 

of a single design and make 

activity selected from a range of 

set tasks 

 

 

Prop Maker Set Designer 

Jewellery Maker Furniture Maker 

Engineer 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://www.hapihour.org/killer-theatre-lighting-design/&ei=OP7-VI8XyOlStbCBsAM&psig=AFQjCNGq4AOD83it1gO8Q8-Y2HdyDN64jg&ust=1426083768100665
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://www.sheilafleet.com/the-company/&ei=WwL_VKeoKsviaJGugLgP&psig=AFQjCNGkkcNkILZCg4D9zCflXiEbWk0bCQ&ust=1426084827784062
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://www.geoffreywarnerstudio.com/category/hand-made-furniture/furniture-maker-assistant&ei=OgX_VPGCFornUs7kgpgP&psig=AFQjCNEbkjlSDCNE0KHJ4Qu2cfwn2bJbbw&ust=1426085562424881


 

 DT: Textiles Technology GCSE   

 WHAT WILL I STUDY?
The course is about using TEXTILES as a material for designing and 
making products. This will be done through experimental work 
including techniques and processes used in textiles, and producing 
exciting textile products. The functional and aesthetic properties 
of textile materials are considered, and how they affect fitness for 
purpose. You will learn how textile materials and components are 

 used in industry and how products using Textiles are made.

 WHAT SKILLS OR PERSONAL INTERESTS DO I NEED?
You need to be passionate about designing and making textile 
products. You will also need the ability to use the equipment, and 
be able to select and use appropriate materials. You need to be 
interested in all the different techniques which are available and 
enjoy making your own designs. An interest in fashion or interior 

 design would be beneficial in the course.

 WHAT IS THE EXACT NAME OF THE COURSE?
 AQA GCSE Design Technology: Textile technology

 HOW WOULD IT HELP ME IN FUTURE?
This course is aimed at students who have an interest in textiles 
and fashion design as a possible career, or who are just passionate 
about textiles and love making. The course will include a range of 
creative projects that will allow the students to develop design and 
practical skills. It is creative and hands on and allows students to 
learn a wide range of ways to construct and embellish their 
designs. Following this course students should have the basic skills 
required to follow their to continue on to Product Design at A 

 Level and then on to a design subject in Further/Higher Education. 

 Controlled Assessment

Unit 1: Written Paper:  

40% of your grade will be in the form of a 

 written exam at the end of year 11

Unit 2: Design and Making: 

60% of your grade will consists of a single 

design and make activity selected from a 

 range of set tasks

  

 

 HOW WILL MY WORK BE ASSESSED?
You are assessed regularly through the course on your ability to 
produce creative and imaginative solutions to problems and your 
ability to apply your knowledge and understanding of Product 
design and manufacturing methods. This will take the form of 
assessed modules that build into a portfolio of evidence that both 
you and the class teacher review on a regular basis. There is one 
controlled assessment worth 60% of the final grade and one final 
2hour examination worth 40% which you will take at the end of 

 Y11. 

 WILL ALL MY STUDY BE IN SCHOOL?
No – homework is an important part of this course and will include 
research and design analysis tasks as well as theory. The controlled 
assessment must be completed in school with some homework 

 time for research tasks.

How will it be similar to what I have done in 
 Year 9?

You will build on the skills you have developed 
in Design Technology during Year 9. Research, 
evaluating existing products, designing, 
making and evaluating are all essential parts 
of the GCSE course. Practical skills will be 
further developed and you will use a wider 
range of techniques and equipment  .

HOW WILL IT BE DIFFERENT TO OTHER DT 
 COURSES?

All Design Technology courses use the AQA 
Exam Board and follow the Design and Make 
process. However, on this course you will only 
be working compliant materials (fabric). What 
will be especially important for me to succeed 
on the course? You will need to have an 
interest in products created from fabric and 
enjoy sewing. Having a creative mind and 
being willing to try new ideas is important. 

 You must be organised and manage time well.

 Course coordinator: Ms. Falconer
 m.falconer@arkacademy.org


