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MISSION STATEMENT

Ark Academy has at its core the pursuit of highest standards possible in education. We
believe in high aspirations, high motivation and high achievement for all. Through our
extended curriculum and community life we seek to meet the needs of the whaleme
Civitasi Citizenshipi is at our core. We will build a community of civic pride and social
justice in which all members are equally valued. We are committed to the service of young
people and to helping them play their full part in society.

In light of this we aim to:
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Provide every student with the knowledge, skills, self belief and motivation to be
successful in their learning and lives

Welcome, value and respect all who come to the school

Build a community based on justice and a sense of palrsesponsibility

Provide opportunities for all to experience CIVITAS whilst developing a spirit of
tolerance and understanding for all cultures, traditions and faiths

Promote dialogue and eoperation with the wider community

Our Driving Principlesare:

1 Excellence
1 Citizenship
9 Participation
91 Persistence

Our goal

Our goal is that all students should be able to access higher education and participate fully

democratic society.




Introduction

YearQis ariticalyeari n your <child’s education. One

* Movingonfromthe* g e nteachanbof primaryschool Learning
separateacademicsubjectsfrom specialistteachersfor the first
time. Covering the basic knowledge and concepts in these
subjects, and laying the foundations for a more adult
understanding

» Grown up, sophisticatedstudy of your chosen GCSEsubjects
Preparation for A-Level The vocabularyof each subject, the
difficulty of the concepts the expectationin terms of homework
and revision— thesewill all be unapologeticallydemandingnow.
Timeto get serious

» Thebridge betweenthesetwo stages Theyearin which students
get to the end of KeyStage3 and decide,basedon the adviceof
their teachers,which subjectsto continueinto KeyStage4. Tobe
successfulin Y9 you need to develop the maturity of GCSE
students

It is a busy year, with mamgilestonesalong the way. The flow chart on the next page
outlines some of thesesStudents will be issues with a detailPdthways Guidance Booklet

in the firstPathways Launch Assembily January which will include detailed information

on the subject choice process, GCSE options and the interview for subject choice selection.

Remember parentsYear 9s are still very much in the early stages of adolescence. They may
well struggle to show the maturity and organisational skills needed to work their way
successfully through this important year. The best chance they have is with your direct, daily
involvement. Monitor their homework; talk to them about their assessments; make sure they
are revising. It may be helpful to keep coming back to the flow chart — it can guide your
conversations with your children over the next 10 months.



Year 9 Timeline 2018 - 19
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CURRICULUM FOR YEAR 9

In terms of thecontent studied this year, thstudents continue thestrong focus on glish,
mathematics and science started in years 7 antigy als@xperiencethe same rangef practical
and expressive subjects including design technology, art, music and dramaveatyhich will

feed into their options choices for Key Stage 4 PathwBgkbw you will find more detail on each
subject and guidance on specific content (and supplementary revision resources) for each term.

Each week, students have the following sulgect

Subject Subject Code Number of periods a week
on timetable
English EN 5
Mathematics MA 5
Science SC 5
Modern Foreign Languages MFL 2
French or Spanish
History HI 2
Geography GG 2
Religious Education RE 1
Music MU 1
Art AR 1
Drama DR 1
DesignTechnology(Textiles / Food / DT 2
Graphics / Resistant Materials)

Physical Education PE 2

ASSESSMENT INVEAR 9

Thekey assessment pointlor the year ahead are detailed below, mentioned in the flow chart
above and reminders will be included in each termly parent calendar. Assessments in autumn and
spring take place in class but end of key stage 3 assessments will take place in an eotaméfiati

2018-19 Summative Assessment dates
Monday B" November- V Y7,8,9, 10 & 12 autumn term exams (in
AL Friday 3¢ November lesson)
V Parent report sharedvith all grades
SPRING Wedneslay 27" February- V Y7,8,9, 10 & 18pring term exams (in lesson
Wedneslay 13" March V Parent report shareavith all grades
V Y7,8,9&10 End of Year Assessments for a
h subjects (in class/exam hall)
SUMMER Tultissjay :éBth JJ uune- V'  First Year 10 GCSE prediction awarded
raay y V Parent report sharedavith all grades &
predictions




Home learning : Guidance for parents

What is home learning?

The minimum requirement of home learning is that everyday students are completing their
homework and in the run up to each set of assessmantwelyrevising the material that

they have been taught. In addition to this, in order to fully reach their potential, students

should be seeking and undertaking other learning opportunities at home or outside of

school. Suggested activities could be: watchioguinentaries, reading, playing chess and

other strategic board games, mibilY and creative projects, at home chemistry sets, sport

and martial arts, a musical instrument, learning a basic programming language and

programming a new game or creating mu#&cs we | | as compl ementing t
curriculum, some of these tasks help student
resilience which also supports their approach to learning within school. Hopefully, with a

variety of different activities students witnjoy learning at home as well as benefitting

hugely from it.

How should students be completing their homework?

Ideally, students should be completing their work under supervision from parents. This
means that students should be showing parents theanpler every day and the homework
that they have been set. Students should then be completing their homework, without the
distraction of a mobile phone nearby and be able to show their completed work to parents
each evening. This means that as well as p@rbaving a strong awareness of what their
child is studying at that time as well as being able to ensure quality control so that all
students try their best and use homework to extend and consolidate their knowledge.
Unfortunately,we see students dailgttempting to complete their homework in a rush, on
the corridors leaning against computer work spaces and sometimes even the wall. These
attempts to complete homework are clearly no
the way that they need to inrder to be effective.

How should students be revising?

The two main resources that students should be using to help them revise are: their class
books which should include all the content and feedback in each subject across the year
which they should beising to create flash cards and take notes as well as creating mind
map posters; as well as revision booklets which are created by most departments to
specifically guide our students towards success in the examduding tasks and

information which stuénts can create revision cards from.

If your child wishes to use the internet to revise, there are some helpful websites overleaf.
However, these come with the disclaimer that they will only be useful if they are covering
specific content that students have been taught and if students arggusie internet whilst
making written notes or revision cards. Scrolling through and simply reading web pages is a
ineffective way of revising.



Suggested revision activities:

Mindmaps

How to: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=toYKRLer800

Flash Cards

How to: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HXJrfddvIE

Once students have created the above resources, they can use them to test their
knowledge.

Suggested wbsites to help with revision:

—) —) —)  —)

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education

http://www.s -cool.co.uk/

http://www.sparknotes.com/

http://nfs.sparknotes.com/

hitps://revisionapp.co.uk/1iplus-revision/(this site requirepaid membership)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=toYKRLer800
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HXJrfddvIE
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/
http://www.sparknotes.com/
http://nfs.sparknotes.com/
https://revisionapp.co.uk/11-plus-revision/
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Year 9 Homework Timetable 2018-19

more time on it could you improve it.
1 Some days you will have more homework than others. This is because of the way your time
is structured. If you are unable to do all of your homework on the night it is given, prioritise w
is most urgent or will need most effort et the homework in for the day it is due

Each homework given should talieleast 30 minutes to completéunless otherwise stated).
If you get it done quicker ask yourself if you have given it your verydfiest or if you spent

Y9RE Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri
TEACHIN(
GROUP
9BL English(15 min) English(15 min) English(15 min) English(15 min) English(30 min)
Drama Science Mathematics History Mathematics
Geography French RE Science
DT Art
Music
9GR Englisn(15 min) English(15 min) English(15 min) English(15 min) English(30 min)
Geography Spanish Mathematics History Mathematics
Art DT Drama Music Science
RE
90R Englisn(15 min) English(15 min) English(15 min) English(15 min) English(30 min)
Geography History Mathematics Music Mathematics
Art DT RE Spanish Science
Drama
9PU Englisn(15 min) English(15 min) English(15min) English(15 min) English(30 min)
Geography Art Mathematics French Mathematics
Drama RE DT Science
History Music
9RE English(15 min) English(15 min) English(15 min) English(15 min) English(30 min)
History Geography Mathematics French Mathematics
Music DT Science
Drama RE
9slI Englisn(15 min) English(15 min) English(15 min) English(15 min) English(30 min)
History Geography Mathematics Spanish Mathematics
Music DT Science
Drama RE
9TU English(15 min) English(15 min) English(15 min) English(15 min) English(30 min)

History Geography Mathematics Spanish Mathematics
Art Science
RE DT

Music




English

YEAR 9 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

Year 9 is a year in which students will both consolidate their learning in English at Key Stage 3 and
also begin the work towards their GCSESs. It is a very important year for students to make sure they
are prepared to take on the conceptual and skills loasleallenges of GCSHuriting at a greater

length, reading more challenging texts and speaking effectively and fluently. The standard we set in
this year is unapologetically high and we hope students will strive to reach this bar so that they are

set forsuccess in years 10 and 11.

HALF TERM FERTILE GENRE SUMMARY WEEKLY MINI- SUMMATIVE
QUESTION ASSESSMENTS ASSESSMENT
e Students will point of view
technolo Writing i writing in depth and detail in | A piece of opinion A piece of opinion
AU1 exceedegy Non-F%ction order to expand their own writing on an writing on an unseen
humanity 2 ability to express their unseen topic. topic.
Y opinion.
Is there a A
Students will explore play
gﬁglﬁ% in fﬂtilaeiggare investigating how the Unseen MAAN

AU2 Much Ado About archetypal fe}lry tale is used essay Unseen MAAN essay
About Nothing as a.foundatlon for the story
Nothing? and its characters.

Students explore the popular
ugggo Writing - genre of dystopian fiction,

SP1 create other | D stogian using classic texts such as Writing sections of Write the last pages of
worlds and Fi)(l:tior? 1984 and more modern YA a dystopian novel a dystopian novel
whv? fiction as a model for their

v own creative writing.
Why is
poetry the Students will explore the a A .
comparative essay .

Sp2 art form Poetry range of poetry from across about two ey A comparative essay
most used to time that explore the theme oems about two key poems
express of love P
love?

Literature Essay Literature Essay
Can soiey Studeris readandsuy | e En | eston wneh
SUL | greriulybe. | Anmal Farm | sl farm sheprepare o | commentonan | comment on ar
quat: y y y extract and the extract and the whole
whole text text

X

X

END OF YEAR EXAMS

PAPER 16 LITERATURE

Question on an extract from the novel 6 Ani | x
Far mod.
Comparative poetry essay about two love X

poems

PAPER 26 LANGUAGE

a current affairs topic

One piece of point of view writing based on

Writing the opening of a dystopian novel




Homework:
Students are sehomework once a week on a Monday. This homework is in three parts:

x  Part A:A list of 10 spellings thdhey have 1 week to learrStudentswill be testedon these
words on the first school day of the next week.

x Part B A piece of writinganalytical or creative)nked to the fertile questionthey are
studying.Studentsshould complete this in half an hour, include the words from the spelling
list and malk surethey get the literacy point from that week, and previous weeks, correct.
Studentsshould fill the space provided and spend at least 30 minutes on this.

Homework is always due on a Wednesday at the beginning of the lesson.
Show My Homework:

If a student misses a lesson and does not receive their homework sheet or loses their homework
sheet, students can access the homework by loggingShtmv My HomeworkThey can print the
homework sheet off the website to complete at home.
https://ark.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar

Useful Resources:
Essential:

9 The school library and your local library
For Revision and extra homework:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english/
http://englishbiz.co.uk
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/english
http://bbc.co.uk/skillswise
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To extended and develop understanding:
The British Film Institute:

http://www.bfi.org.uk/

The British Library:

http://www.bl.uk/

The Royal Shakespeare Company:

http://www.rsc.org.uk/



https://ark.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english/
http://englishbiz.co.uk/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/english
http://bbc.co.uk/skillswise
http://www.bfi.org.uk/
http://www.bl.uk/
http://www.rsc.org.uk/

Overview:

Our Year 9 Mathematics programme explores further key elements of Number, Algebra, Geometry

Mathematics

and Data Handling, encorapsingooth the National Curriculunfior key stage &nd an introduction
to GCSE concepts and skills. Through each enquiry students will develop kegpdiilisg
representing problems; analysing mathematical procedures; interpreting and evaluating results;
communicating and reflecting findings. These skills are essential in order to achieve excellence in

GCSE and A Level Mathematics. We believe that our programme of study will develop confident and

enthusiastic mathematicians, with a hunger for leaghand a flair for solving real world problems.

Term by Term:

Autumn 1 | Number Ratio & Proportion One hour non calculator paper based on
Geometry & MeasuresNon uniform 3D this half term’s learning objectives.
shapes (volume, area, basic properties)

Autumn 2 | Number: Equivalence of fractions, decimal| One hour calculator paper based on work
percentages; finding the original amount | so far this year, but mainly focussed on
Algebra: Graphing quadratic/cubic function this half term’s learning objectives.

Spring 1 Geometry / AlgebraTransforming graphs | One hour non calculator paper based on
Number / Algebra Exploring proof work so far this year, but mainly focussed

on this half term’s learning objectives.

Spring 2 Number; Pavers, roots, standard form One hour calculator paper based on work
Geometry & MeasuresPythagoras Theoren| so far this year, but mainly focussed on
& bearings this half term’s learning objectives.

Summer 1 | Statistics Sampling; measures of average | One hour non calculator paper based on
and variance; histograms work so far this year, but mainly focussed
Statistics Experimental probability on this half term’s learning objectives.

Summer 2 | Geometry & Measures: Introduction to circl¢ Two papers, each one and a half hours.
theorems One non calculator and one calculator
Algebra: Creating and solving inequalities | paper, both based on all year 7, 8 and 9

work.
Homework:

Students have two tinfy minute homeworks each weekne on Wednesday & one on Friday
Homework is either focussed on consolidating concepts learnt in lessons or the development of
problem solving skills. Prior to each exam, students are expected ¢atdmindependent revisbn.

This is particularly important at the end of the year when they are assessed on all of their secondary

mathematical learning.

Useful Resources:

There are a host of textbooks and mathematics books available in the school.|Bradgnts may
find it useful to puchase their own Key Stage 3/4alMematicsrevision guideto supplement their

studies.




Science

Overview:

Year 9 Science at Ark Academy sets to build on the solid foundations set in Year 7 and 8 and allow all
students to fully participate and succeed in GCSE alavél Science. With this as our ambition,
students will be exposed to the 3 scientific discipinstudying Biology, Chemistry and Physics
separately over the course of the year. A focus within each unit of work is on science investigation,
and the applications of Science in the world around us. Students are taught to think like a scientist and
frametheir writing in this context, and how to read and make sense of scientific articles. Students will
have 4 Science lessons per week. At the completion of each topic of work students will be assessed
and either percentages or grades awarded.

Students inYear 9 will sit their End of Key Stage assessmeheatnd of Spring 1 andiill start GCSE
content in Spring 2.

Term by Term:

Year Aut 1 Aut 2 Sprl Spr 2 Sum 1 Sum 2
9 Metal End of KS3 End of KS3 GCSE GCSE GCSE
extraction, Revision Revision
Earth and
Climate
Homework:

Students will receive a homework booklet that contains one 30 minute homework per week which
aims to both consolidate the work they have done in class, and tackle some of the key issues in
science assessments. The topics covered eaetk are shown below.

Page Subject Date due

Page 2 Weathering Monday, 17 September
Page 3 Types of rock Monday, 24 September
Page 4 Carbon dioxide emissions Monday, 1 October
Page 5 Emission & global warming Monday, 8 October
Page 6 Metal extraction Monday, 15 October
Page 7 & 8 | Halfterm essay Monday, 29 October




Useful Resources:

TASK

1. After each | esson review your | essons \
understand so that you can ask your teacher next lesson.

2. Spend 15 minutes each night after your lesson makwtgs in your revision folddsased on
your lessons work

3. Regularly use science revision sites, ensure you are adding relevant information to you
notes

1 http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zng4d2p
T http://lwww.docbrown.info/ks3science.htm

Youtube also has some gbeevision videos, butou will need to search for these by topic
4. Use your old workbooks/ exams and use these to revise lastsywark too (Yr8/9)

5. Use the school library to keep up to date with the latest science developments by readi
- New Scientist

- Focus
- How it works?
Keepup to date by reading/ I|istening to new
6. Practise exam guestions (either your old assessments or old SATS tests)
1 https://www.sats-papers.co.uk/ks&ciencesatspapers

1



http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zng4d2p
http://www.docbrown.info/ks3science.htm
https://www.sats-papers.co.uk/ks3-science-sats-papers

Art

Overview:

The Year 9 Art curriculum builds the foundation skills acquired in year 8, of developing knowledge of
the formal elements (Line, Texture, Colour, and Shape), analysis of personal work and the work of
others. The year 9 curriculum closely follows the G@S&sament objectives to ensure all pupils
experience the expectations of an Art GCSE course.

Students are taught to experiment and investigate different materials and processes. They are
encouraged to explore their ideas and create their own art work|svteveloping an ability to be
selfcritical and listen to constructive feedback from peers. The autumn and spring terms consist of a
unit of work set out as mini GCSE assignment. Pupils work through the GCSE Assessment Objectives
and they produce a finalssessment piece informed by work carried out over the-@asitwould be

expected at GCSE.

Term By term

Focus Style ofAssessment
GCSE Assessment Objective (AO)
Are all artists and art the sanfe | Students create a GCSE style research project,
-Examinatiorthe work by other | where they research artists and record their
artists and different art movements personal responsestothosed i st s’ wd
-Exploration of how artists use the| use a variety of materials to explore artwork
formal elements created by their chosen artists.
N -research and recording our persorn Pupils are also assessed on presentation technig
2 responses used.
o
(f, AO1- Developtheir ideas through investigations
‘; informed by contextual and other sources,
= demonstrating analytical and cultural understanding.
g AOZ2 Refinetheir ideas through experimenting and
< selecting appropriate resources, media, materials,
techniques and processes.
AO3Recordideas, observations and insights relevant {
their intentions in visualand/or other forms.
AO4 Presenta personal, informed and meaningful
response demonstrating analytical and critical
understanding and realising intentions.
2 K| inSpaes ar? Final sustained investigation using printing.
-Observation drawindrom primary
5 and secondary sources AO3 Recordideas, observations and insights relevant
e -develop finacomposition ideas | to their intentions in visual and/or other forns.
g -Analysis and critical evaluation _ _
0] techniques AO4 Presenta person_al, mform_ed and me_a_mlngful
_Use of different 2D mediumsino | F€SPonse dgmonstratmg -anallytlcal- and critical
printing understanding and realising intentions.




Homework:

Students are sehomework every week and they are expected to spend half an hour completing it.
The homework encourages independent research, exploration of materials and personal responses
t o ot h e which buidom léarning within the lesson and feeds into théofaing lessons.

Show My Homework:

All home works are always available on Show My Homework, where pupils can also find examples of
completed work to ensure they understand homework expectations.

If a student misses a lesson and does not receive their homework, students can access the
homework by logging int8how My HomeworkThey can then complete at home.
https://ark.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar

Useful Resources:

The school library

BBC Bitesize
www.Art2day.com
www.lllustrationweb.com
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https://ark.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar

Overview:

Drama

In Year 9 the Drama curriculum begins to tackle with the demands of the GCSE criteria.sStudent
develop work in a variety of ways, considering performance from the viewpoint of an actor, director
and technician. The topics studied are in line with the GCSE course and, therefore, students will end
the year fully prepared to begin a formal GCSE Dremoiase. In addition, students begin to combine

art forms such as music or dance to create performances that link in directly to a GCSE Performing
Arts course. The Year 9 curriculum is diverse and provides the students with some unique
opportunities.

Termby Term:

Fertile Focus Description
Question
Autumn | What are the | Stanislavski and I'n this, wunit students e
1 and 2 | methods in Brecht realism. They explore how to make their characters co
their A study of 2 pioneers | to life on stage and an audience should be immersed t
madnes® in acting exploring believe in the emotions and characters presented to
their style and them. Students then explore the eptoeatre method of
methods of acting Brecht and his belief in soemlitical theatre making an
through devised and | audience question what they view. This requires stude
scripted work. to study issues that are both social and politi&ldents
dewelop an understanding of the rehearsal process
through 2 ontrasting methodsLinkso GCSE Drama
devising component. Students complete a written
examination based on their understanding of both
Stanislavski’s and Brech
a justified opinion on both. Links to GCSE Drama writt
examnation Component.
Spring 1| What makes @ Blood Brothers: Inthisunit students study Wi
and 2 good parent? | Anin depth study of a Brothers?”, l ooking in de
full length play. structure of the play. The theme of relationships and
Developing skills of | status will be studied in depth. Students develop
working with a script. | characterisation techniques leading to an assessed sc|
from the play. Links to GCSE Drama Scripted Unit.
Students complete a written examination based on the
understanding of the plot, themes and characters stud
and how they have portrayed them in their assessed
scene. Links to GCSE Drama written exananat
Component.
Summer| Can Drama | Devising using Devise and perform pieces of Drama usmgges, scriptg
1 and 2 | change the Stimuli: and newspapr articles & a starting pointPractice how
World? Learn about iconic ang to evaluate drama using correct Drama keywoadsl

important moments in

terminology.Students develop key drama forms such g




history using different
stimuli as inspiration.

mime, thought tunnel, continuum, flashbacks, slow
motion, voices in the head, split scene, choral work,
improvisation thought aloud, hot seat, essence machin
dramatic pause and narration. Through practical
workshops students gain an insight to differevays to
devise Drama.

Useful Resources:

T http://www.bbc.co.uk/blast/

Show My Homework


http://www.bbc.co.uk/blast/

Design & Technology

The D&T Specification:

“The new qualification is modern and relevant, so students can learn about contemporary
technologies, materials and processes, as well as established practices.

The new GCSE places greater emphasiunderstanding and applying iterative design processes.
Students will use their creativity and imagination to design and make prototypes that solve real and
relevant problems, considering their own and

Overview:

At the end of year 8 students are given the opportunity to choose !

for year 9. Students will cover both Design & Technology and
Food Preparation and Nutrition.

The year urriculum inDesign Temology is taught at a GCSE
level incorporating controlled assessment tasks. This style of
project in year 9 will teach students:

V Core technical principles
V Specialist technical principles
V Designing and making princigle

Pupils will be fully prepared for KS4 options in the new D&T
course which stlll expects students to Iearn skills relatlve to:

content of the Food Preparation and Nutrltlon GCSE course.

Each specialism intr oduangesfsklls d ), B t he
and techniqueswhich they will apply and develajuring Key Stage 4. oy
Sudentsare taughthow to research, communicatéhink, design and JOO/@, r'SD

plan for making; how taevelop ideasand write and speak in a subject ® < (
specific language relevant to Design and Technology g (o
Q\‘"(‘V’\O

They will model and develop good skills through designing and mak
projects.In Food students will also learn aspects of food science
through a food investigation. This willgpare students with multi
discipline skills to access the new D&T specification and be equipped
for the Food Preparation and Nutrition GCBEey are encouraged to be creative and free thinking
students.Each project is designed to give pupils a clearésgion of objectives and activities
involved at KS4.

ot h


https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https://www.123rf.com/photo_5014883_colorful-lattice-patterns-made-of-embroidery-threads.html&psig=AFQjCNH6QLuV0q19_py78kiaIuRh2UVByQ&ust=1505984861282222
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjBkLyvtbPWAhUpJ8AKHfQcBToQjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paper&psig=AFQjCNFNZjtZ-f75Ai5mMGBnMA5lq3FI2Q&ust=1505984951721872
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi3u-bjtbPWAhWIIsAKHf2PA8QQjRwIBw&url=https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wooden_boards_03_ies.jpg&psig=AFQjCNFNOY2Al7745HHtVHOeSWma3kPMwA&ust=1505985076267466
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi43v7207PWAhVlFMAKHfbSA18QjRwIBw&url=https://twitter.com/aqa/status/700709814582845440&psig=AFQjCNE2RLHq7aZai2yb1ckFTzwDDqTaxw&ust=1505993170423468

Assessment

Pupils will be assessed in the same manner for all subject areas. The assessment will look at these

main areasResearch & Analysis, Specification, Generating Ideas, Developing Ideas, Planning,
Practical and Evaluation. The area of focus differs according to the subject area as follows:

Graphics

Resistant Materials

Food Technology

Textiles

Design process
Generating and
developing ideas
Analysis of packaging
Use of CAB 2D Design
Evaluating

Making skills
Understanding methods
used to communicate
design ideas.

Basic technical drawing
techniques

Paper/card mechanism

Design process
Generating and
developing ideas
Planning

Evaluating

Making skills
Understanding the
workingproperties of
timber/metals/plastics
Basic construction
techniques

Use of CAM-Laser
cutter

Research

Investigation
Experiments

Modelling through
Practical skill based
tasks.

Understanding working
properties of ingredients
Evaluating
Planning

Research

Design process
Generating and
developing ideas
Understanding methods|
used to communicate
design ideas.

Technical drawing
techniques

Making skills

Evaluating

Planning

Construction techniques
Decorative techniques

Homework:

Students have one thirty minuteome work each week. This provides opportunity for independent

learning and demonstration of knowledge learnt.

Show My Homework:

All home works are always available on Show My Homework, where pupils can also find examples of

completed work to ensure theynderstand homework expectations.

If a student misses a lesson and does not receive their homework, students can access the
homework by logging int8how My HomeworkThey can then complete at home.
https://ark.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar

Useful Resources:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize

http://www.teachers-direct.co.uk/resources/quibusters

http://www.eatwell.gov.uk

http://www.vam.ac.uk/collections/index.html

http://www.technologystudent.com



https://ark.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize
http://www.teachers-direct.co.uk/resources/quiz-busters
http://www.eatwell.gov.uk/
http://www.vam.ac.uk/collections/index.html
http://www.technologystudent.com/

Geography

Overview:

Geography is the study of the edrtand the people who live on it

The Y9 geographyriculum introduces th following 7 key geographicadrcepts:

= =4

Place- What places are like? Why are they different?
Space-How do people, products and information move between places? What patterns does

this create?

=A =4 =4 =4 =4

Scale- How are places different at different scales?

Connetions—How and why are places connected together?

Processes How do humans and natural forceffectplace®

Environment-What will happen to places in the future? How can we affect this?
Culture—How and why do people lead different lives? Is thfference fair?

Over the course of Key Stage 3 these concepts will be studied in depth, alongside the basic
Geographical map skills and fieldwork techniques.

Term Fertile question Assessment
Openbookessap n Chii
?
Autumn 1 Are there too many people on earth? One Child Policy
Autumn 2 Is globalisation a good thing? GCSEtyleexam
Spring 1 Why is there a development gap? GCSHtyleexam
Spring 2 Is the Middle East destined for conflict? GCSHEtyleexam
Summer 1&2 Are natural hazards fair? End ofyear exam
Homework:

Students will receie one piece ofevisionhomework per weekStudents need to produce a
summary flashcard of the content learnt that week

Useful Resources:

)l
)l

=

Atlas/wall map of the world

Newspapers- encourage your child to readtmoadsheet newspaper to keep tp-date

with relevant geographical news

TV news-again, an excellent resource to improve geographical knowledge

Documentaries

You! Discuss with them current affairs and geographical evé@etst your child on the

location d countries and capitals. Discuss places you have been and key geographical events
you know.



1 BBC bitesize a useful resource for revision, especially when testing key terms
1 Geographical Magazine and National Geogragplticth are excellent magazines, wipast
copies kept in the library



History

Throughout Year 9 pupils will consolidate and develop the analytical thinking and writing skills
developed so far during Key Stage 3. There will be an increased focus on the specific requirements of
GCSE, in pteular how to evaluate historical sources and respond to unseen questions. Pupils will
also be expected to revise independently in preparation for their end of unit assessments. Year 9 is a
crucial foundation year for pupils who are preparing to takedtysGCSE.

Term by Term:

Focus Assessment
Autumn 1 How have people campaigned for civilrights? |* The mi |l i tant acti on
(Causation the most important reason for women winnin
the vote in 1918". H

Explain your answer. (16 marks)

Autumn 2 How do wars start?

Essay-How far do you agree that the
(Change and continuity, evidential understanding| assassination of Fraferdinand was the mos
Mini Enquiry important cause of the First World War?
What can sources tell us about diverse experiencey
the Western Front?

Spring 1 What can little stories tell us about big events? | Mini-enquiry into the intentions behind
(Interpretation/Source) Hitler’”s policy whic
of year exam.
Spring 2 How have people campaigned for equal rights?

(Historical diversity) ‘"' The wuse of <civil q
groups was the main reason black Americ;
gained equal rights by 1968.' How far do
agree? Explain your answer. (16 marks)

Summer Can you have a war without actually fighting? | GCSE style questions on narrative and
1 (Causation) conseguence.
Summer Revision for EoY exam. Final exam assessing students on the whole
2 Year 9.
Homework:

Every week, you need to complete the following History Homework in your booklet:
MUST

Test yourself on the week’s quiz questions by:

V Writing the answers from memory in the ‘At
V Checking the correct answer, and marking/correcting your answer in red pen

SHOULD

Test yourself on quiz questions from the previous weeks/topics, especially any that you got wrong

last time.

COULD

1. Practice answering one of the exam questions froor ymmework booklet.

2. Ask for additional reading from your teacher on a recent topic.

t el



Modern Foreign Languages

Overview:

In Year 9, students build on their language skills in French or Spanish through two lessons a week.
The aim of the curriculumism@p e n

student s’
comes from studying a foreign language and culture.

eyes

t o

t he thateal t h

The course focuses on the four main skills of listening, reading, speaking and \&ritrepme

aspects of the GEE Course (Foundation Edexcel) will be covered. Students will be consolidating the
present tense and the past tense and they will be introduced to the simple future t&hsdents

are taught to be confident communicators and independent learners. Thegrareuraged to

develop their linguistic ability and literacy skills through a range of activities in the classroom. Year 9
is a crucial year in preparing students for the GCSE course; therefore classwork and homework
require 100% commitment.

Learning Focs

Listening

Reading

assessment

assessment

Writing
assessment

Speakin
assessment

Autumn term - French
Who am 1?

What makes a good
friend?

Autumn term - Spanish
Holidays:
What would be my

ideal Spanish holiday

Springterm - French
Whatare the benefits
of having hobbies?

Spring term- Spanish
School: What makes a
great school?

Summer term- French
How do the
French/Spanish
celebrate
days” ?

v

Summer term- Spanish
Who am 1?

What makes a good
friend?

S SSS S S
N SKKNKN S

N SKENATS

v

Homework:

Students have one thirtyninute homework each week. This is usually a vocabulary or grammar
learning homework, as well as a reading or writing task which consolidates work they have covered

in class.

(0]
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Useful Resources:

1

www.quizlet.comg students must go onto this website every week to help learn key
vocabulary and verbs. Their class teacher will monitor completion of these activities
through the website.

www.wordreference.confonline dictionary}-students should use this website to look up
for new words when they complete their homework.

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk+ Students carearn vocabulary and grammar on this
website.

http://www.sunderlandschools.org/mfsunderland/resources.htn+ Students can find a
wealth of resources here to help improve the#ading skills and grammatical awareness.
www.spanishrevision.co.uk This website is excellent for recapping key vocabulary which is
covered during the year.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages- This website has many interesting language videos which
students can listen to in order to improve their listening skills.
http://duoclingo.com—Website or app to practise vocabulary awariety of topics.
http://www.atantot.co.uk/ — A free website that Bows students to independently learn
French/ Spanish at their own pace. This is a useful resource for exposing students to both
the written andspoken form of the language, as well as giving them the opportunity to
practise their pronunciation. An adult will need to register on this site with a valid email
address in order for the student to access the material.
http://www.acapelagroup.com/textto-speechinteractivedemo.html— A free website that

allows students to improve their pronunciation and practise their speaking. They type
sentences/ texts into the websit@nd then listen to it.


http://www.quizlet.com/
http://www.wordreference.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.sunderlandschools.org/mfl-sunderland/resources.htm
http://www.spanishrevision.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages
http://duolingo.com/
http://www.atantot.co.uk/
http://www.acapela-group.com/text-to-speech-interactive-demo.html

Overview,

Music

In Year 9 the Music curriculum begins to tackle withdbenands of the GCSE critefaupils will be
studying a wide range of music and will be prepaforghe rigour of GCSE music.

Term by Term:

Unitg — (10 lessons)

Unitio— (4 lessons)

Unitii— (10 lessons)

Unitiz— (1zlessons)

Welody, ha i riy G [, harmomyand ring
(World/Jaz) (Pop) (Pop)

Bul]du(:\f]on Unit 8, students deepen | Buildingon Unit &, students Students agﬂ]ytlwrknowledge ofmelody, | Students drawon theirknowledge of musical
technicalskillson their<specialist’ | develop theirvocal technique, | rhythmandharmonyto the world of elements, instrumental skills and creativity
instrument, and engage withmore | auralskills and confidenceas | electronicdance music, learning how to to compose and perform anoriginal song,
complex melodic, harmonic and theycombinesingingand manipulatetexture and exploittechnology

rhythmiccontent, brought together | rappingina group withina stylisticcreative project.

in an ensemble performance. performance thatprovides
Students explore melodic, harmonic | opportunities totakeon
and rhythmicsequences. leading) supperting roles.
BRAZILMEETS JAZZ FLOW LIKEAPRO DANCEMUSIC SONGWRITING

Useful Resources:

T https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/content.php?r=304GCSHEnusic

1 www.bbc.co.ukbitesize gcsé musid

i Classic FM
Radio 3
9 Radio 6 Music

=



https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/content.php?r=3040-GCSE-music
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/gcse/music/

Physical Education

Overview:

The Year 9 curriculum in Physical Education further develops the key processes of developing practical
skills, making and applying decisions, developing physical and mental capacitygtiegahnd

improving, and making informed choices about a healthy and active lifestyle. Alongside physical
development students will begin to look at theory content similar to the GCSE Physical Education
course such as ‘PerforemsceaAdal leabth &TFKéetBed:
activities is offered to suit the needs of individual teaching groups, including those that focus on
outwitting opponents (football or rugby, basketball or handball, cricket or softball, and badminton),
performing at maximal levels (Athletics) and exercising safely and effectively (Health Related Fitness).

They will be encouraged to take part in PE enrichment activities to extend their sporting opportunities.

The curriculum works on a carousel and throughdbe year, the classes will rotate and take part
in the following sports:

Focus Assessmenthrough:

Developing Physical Skills Netball or RugbyOutwitting Opponents)
Making & Applying decisions

Developing Physical Skills

Evaluating and Improving Basketbalbr Handbal[(Outwitting Opponents)

Making informed choices about g
healthy & active lifestyle
Developing Physical & mental
capacity

Health Related Fitnegsxercising safely and effectively)

Developing Practical Skills

Evaluating and Improving Badminton(Outwitting Opponents)

Developing Physical & mental
capacity
&
Making & Applying Decisions

Athletics(Performing at Maximal Levels)

Developing Practical Skills

Making and Applying Decisions Cricket Soft bal |(Outwitting®gpenengd)e r ’ s

Homework:

Students will be given homework as and when it suits the unit of work/activity. All homework issued
must be completed and returned during the next PE lesson.

Useful Resources:

T  www.fronter.com/ark- The PE Room



http://www.fronter.com/ark

T http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/pe/BBC revision site aimed at GCSE PE
1 http://www.teachpe.com/gcse.pp - GCSE PE webpage with lots of useful information

Useful Resources if you are considering GCSE PE in Year 10:

1 My Revision Notes: AQA GCSE PH-{Available on amazon

myrevision notes
AQA GCSE (9-1)

PE

Second Edition

/IN


http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/pe/
http://www.teachpe.com/gcse.php

Religious Education

Overview:

From the start ofYear 9students begin their GCSE studies in REis will enable the vast majority

of students to sit a full GCSE in RE in year 11. Because of this your son or daughter will need to take
this subject incredibly seriously this year since any of the content tigystould be on the final

GCSE exam.

In each topic that we cover students will develop their skills in answering GCSE questions, and
develop specific knowledge. As students’ skills
that students wil find some topics more challenging than others. GCSE RE deals with moral issues

such as crime, war and relationships. As well as this we look in detail at the beliefs and practices of

Islam and Christianity.

In year 9 students will learn about one etHigssue and start their study of Christianity. In the first
term students will study Relationship and Families. They will explore Christian and Muslim
perspectives on marriage, contraception, homosexuality and gender. In the final term students will
return to Christianity to discover how a Christian puts their beliefs into practice through rituals like
baptism and Holy Communion.

Term by Term:

Term Focus Assessment

Autumn | Introduction to GCSE Religious Studies
GCSE questions on different
Are some families and relationships better than others? types of family life

Spring | Are some families and relationships better than others? GCSE questions on gender an
homosexuality

What do Christians practice? GCSE quésens on worship and
prayer
Summer| What do Christians practice? GCSE questions on Christian
festivals
Homework:

Students have one thirty minute homework each week. Homework can eitharmiece of
extended writing; practising exam answgaspieceof creative work; some research or memorising
key words and definitions for a test.

Useful Resources:

1 The Ark Academy Learning centre
1 http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/
f http://www.rsrevision.com/GCSE/



http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/
http://www.rsrevision.com/GCSE/

The Church of England:

1 http://www.cofe.anglican.org/

This is a very detailed site containing all the information you couldwsaat on Church of
Englandbeliefs and practices. There's also a good ethical issues section.

ReOnline, audio:

1 http://www.refuel.org.uk/reaudio/index/

This siteallows you to choose a keyword from any religion, and then someone pronounces and
explains it.


http://www.cofe.anglican.org/

