
Tuesday 8th January 2019 

 

Letter Number 2 - Years 10 – 13 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

A belated Happy New Year to you and your family. We appreciated meeting 685 parents from Years 

7 -11 and being able to discuss your son/daughter’s progress over the term. The end of term report 

is a crucial document to help you understand where your child is in relation to their baseline and 

how far they are, potentially, from their target. 

 

Year 11 and 13, of course had their results from their first mocks and in many cases we were pleased 

with their progress. The “Stretch to Spring”, that is the seven weeks that remain between now and 

Mock 2 and is a key time to make further progress. In seven weeks time the crucial mock 2 will take 

place from: 

Wednesday 27th February to Wednesday 13th March 2019 

 

Additionally, as given in the Spring Parent Calendar, Year 11 have a really important Parents’ Evening 

on: 

Thursday 31st January 2019 

 

Not only will parents be able to meet subject teachers at this event but crucially all parents need to 

attend to sign off their son/daughter’s exam entries, the exam entries cannot proceed without this. 

 

Year 12 and 13 Parents’ also have a meeting with subject teachers this  

Thursday 10th January 2019 

 

This is a key meeting to discuss the outcomes of mock 1 with Year 13 parents, but equally crucial for 

parents of Year 12 to understand how they are settling in to level 3 studies, both ‘A’ levels and 

Professional Pathways. 

 

The good news regarding Year 13 is that by the Christmas holidays, I was able to sign off some of the 

final university applications, so far 95 students have submitted their UCAS applications (our highest 

ever). To date, we have 195 university offers, including 4 Oxbridge interviews. This should act as a 

real incentive for Year 12 and to know how quickly very important decisions will be upon them. 

 

Excitingly for Year 13, the applications are now open for one of the fourteen places available for 

students to be interviewed for Ark Bursaries. These bursaries are worth between £3,000 and 

£22,500 based on a combination of financial need and contribution to the school community. 

 

The Year 13 Exam entry sign off evening is: 

Thursday 7th February 2019. 

 

Currently 120 Year 11 students have submitted their applications for our sixth form and we expect 

the remainder in this week. 

 

 

 



We are hosting three Saturday mornings to interview potential sixth formers, the dates are: 

Saturday 12th January 2019 

Saturday 26th January 2019 

Saturday 9th February 2019 

 

These are very full and busy events and it is important that your son/daughter comes prepared and 

on time. Of course parents are most welcome to attend. I would like to stress that any student, even 

if unsure, about applying should do so to keep their options open. 

 

Study support for Year 11 starts on: 

Tuesday 15th January2019  

 

All students who have been targeted for specific session have been informed and these students 

must attend on allocated day. 

 

Year 11 Study Support Timetable 

Tuesday 
3.35 – 4.30pm 

Wednesday 
3.35 – 4.30pm 

Thursday 
3.35 – 4.30pm 

Friday 
2.45 – 3.45pm 

Geography (201) 
Drama (Main Hall) 
Performing Arts  
Maths (220) 
Music (MU1) 
 
History drop-in (205) 

Science (102, 103, 
104) 
PE (107) 
French (211) 
 
 
Media drop-in (G09) 

English (107, 111 – 
116) 
RE (208) 

Maths (220,221, 305) 
French (211,214) 
Spanish (210) 

 

There will additionally be sessions for Year 13 which subject teachers will inform them of in 

upcoming lessons. 

 

Additionally, Homework Club in the library runs from Tuesday – Friday for 1 hour after school. This is 

a supervised, calm environment and is a great space for all years to work in. 

 

With the seven week ‘Stretch to Spring’ it is vital that Year 11 and 13 understand that these weeks 

are critical. Good study habits and real effort cannot be delayed until later in the year. News Year’s 

resolutions focussing on their goals need to be backed up by independent study that ensure they are 

learning and memorising and testing themselves on key knowledge. A key area that students need to 

reflect on is the amount of time spent on social media/gaming and the gains that can be made if 

some of this time is transferred to independent study. 

 

Much of the reminders and references in this letter relate directly to Year 11 and 13. However, it is 

vital that Years 10 and 12 take note of the time pressure and the importance of the goals the 

students have. Year 10 and 12 are key in that the bulk of the courses should be completed, 

understood and learned in this year. By the end of Year 12 60% of ‘A’ level course will be completed 

and tested in the end of year exams. This will have a significant impact on their university 

applications. 

 

In Year 10 evidence shows that the end of year exams significantly impact on the student’s final 

GCSE results, let alone their ability to apply for the sixth forms/colleges of their choice. 



The Year 10 Autumn 2 science outcomes were in some cases very disappointing. In particular some 

triple science students massively underperformed. Consequently, the Spring Term assessments in 

science will determine whether students remain on the triple science course. 

 

Year 10 and 11 - Some Key reminders for uniform - only school regulation trousers are permitted for 

both boys and girls, outdoor coats, scarfs and hats must be plain black, grey or navy. 

 

Lateness: there are still too many student late for school. All students need to be at line up by 

8.20am, no later. 

 

Sixth Form – the new regime of a single folder for all current work must be brought into school 

everyday will start this term. 

 

I hope parents received the Civitas magazine and enjoyed the breadth of opportunities our students 

receive in Ark Academy. 

 

As ever all the stops were pulled out for Charity Week and a great deal of money raised for the 

chosen house charities. We raised: 

 

£3,789.35 
 

House TOTAL 

Curie – Save the Children £1093.59 

Newton – Cardiac Risk in the Young £636.42 

Plato – Barnardos £715.45 

Socrates - Samaritans £1343.89 

 

We also acknowledge a student in each house who made a significant effort to support their house. 

Our fundraisers of the term were: 

 

House Name 

Curie  Adithi Sujith, Year 7 

Newton  Ismael Abbas, Year 10 

Plato Bano Ahmad, Year 11 

Socrates  Parbes Ahmed, Year 12 

 

Finally, I would like to bring to parents’ attention the enclosed letter regarding a potential secondary 

parent governor role. 

 

With my best wishes for 2019 

 

 

 

Delia Smith 

Principal 

 


