
 

Overview:  
In Years 10 and 11 in Business Studies students work towards gaining one single GCSE. In 
this course, students study the breadth of the subject from Setting up a Business to Growing 
as a Business.  
 
The course breaks down as follows: 

 
Studied in year 10  

 
Studied in Year 11  

Edexcel GCSE Business Pathway 

Unit No. 1 2 

Unit Name Theme 1: Investigating Small 

Business 

 

Building a business  

Brief overview of 
assessment 

 

Compulsory paper  

 

1 hour 30 minutes  

 

Multiple choice, short and 

extended answer (90 

marks)  

 

Questions will relate to the 

content that appears in Theme 

1 and students may draw on 

underpinning knowledge and 

understanding developed 

through Theme 2 as 

appropriate. 
 

 
Compulsory paper  

 

1 hour 30 minutes  

 

Multiple choice, short and 

extended answer (90 marks)  

 
 

Questions will relate to the content 

that appears in Theme 2 and 

students may draw on underpinning 

knowledge and understanding 

developed through Theme 1 as 

appropriate.  

 

% of Overall Grade 50% 50% 

Assessment Method Written Exam Paper Written exam paper 

Time for Assessment 1hr 30 mins 1hr 30 mins 

Assessed by: Externally Assessed by Edexcel  Externally Assessed by Edexcel 

 
Homework: Students will receive homework every other week, these will vary and include 
keyword/glossary definitions to research, exam style questions, revision from their Business revision 
guide as well as completing questions from this guide, creating revision resources in preparation for 
their half termly and end of year assessments. Each piece of homework will centre around one of 
the elements of their exams for Unit 1 or Unit 2. Students are set the homework for completing in 7 
days in most cases.  
 



Students are expected to do further revision on top of this and keep up to date with 

business trends and news articles.  

These will be used to track the knowledge and understanding of students to identify where they are 

at the time, where they need to go next and how they will get there. Intervention will be targets at 

times to support the progress of students to ensure they stay on track to achieve their very best 

possible outcome. 

Independent learning, revision and support outside the classroom: 

 

 GCSE Bitesize Business Studies: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/business/  
 Business Balls: http://businessballs.com/  
 BBC Business News: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/business/  
 
 

Recommended reading:  

Pearson’s brand-new resources* for Edexcel GCSE (9-1)  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/business/
http://businessballs.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/business/


GCSE Design & Technology 
Overview: GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate confidently and 
successfully in an increasingly technological world. Students will gain awareness and learn from 
wider influences on Design and Technology including historical, social, cultural, environmental 
and economic factors. Students will get the opportunity to work creatively when designing and 
making and apply technical and practical expertise. 
Assessment: 

Paper 1 

What's assessed How it's assessed 

 Core technical principles 

 Specialist technical principles 

 Designing and making principles 

• Written exam: 2 hours 
• 100 marks 
• 50% of GCSE 

Questions 
Section A – Core technical principles (20 marks) 
A mixture of multiple choice and short answer questions assessing a breadth of technical knowledge 
and understanding. 
Section B – Specialist technical principles (30 marks) 
Several short answer questions (2–5 marks) and one extended response to assess a more in depth 
knowledge of technical principles. 
Section C – Designing and making principles (50 marks) 
A mixture of short answer and extended response questions. 

+ 

Non-exam assessment (NEA) 

What's assessed How it's assessed 

Practical application of: 
• Core technical principles 
• Specialist technical principles 
• Designing and making principles 

Non-exam assessment (NEA): 30–35 hours  
• 100 marks 
• 50% of GCSE 

Task(s) Substantial design and make task: 

 Students will produce a prototype and a portfolio of evidence 

 Assessment criteria: 

 Identifying and investigating design possibilities 

 Producing a design brief and specification 

 Generating design ideas 

 Developing design ideas 

 Realising design ideas 

 Analysing & evaluating 

 
Routes of progression: 

 Aerospace engineer 

 Animator 

 Architect 

 Carpenter 

 Machinist 

 Model maker 

 Design Technician 

 Costume designer 

 Electrician 

 Lighting technician 

 Graphic and Product Design 

 Personal shopper 

 Interior and industrial design 

 Quantity surveyor 

 Set designer 

 Engineer 

 Fashion and textiles design 

 Car and aeronautical design
 
Contacts: 
Mr Paton –– d.paton@arkacademy.org  Head of Art, Design & Technology 
Mr Asare – d.asare@arkacademy.org  AHOY Yr8 
Ms Falconer – m.Falconer@arkacademy.org  Leader of Food preparation & Nutrition / Textiles 

 

mailto:d.paton@arkacademy.org
mailto:d.asare@arkacademy.org
mailto:m.Falconer@arkacademy.org


 

Overview:  

Drama is an exciting, creative and challenging course. It can be very demanding at times and requires a 

high level of commitment, maturity and respect. 

Drama GCSE is not an easy subject! 

You will be required to work outside of your normal lesson times.  In addition to research work you will 

also be required to attend at least one live theatre performance, take part in workshops at school by 

visiting practitioners and be at rehearsals after school or at lunch time. Therefore, you must commit to 

high attendance, excellent behaviour and hard work! 

The AQA Drama course consists of: 

• Component 1- Understanding Drama (Written Exam) 40% 

• Component 2- Devising Drama (Practical & Logbook) 40% 

• Component 3- Texts in Practice (Scripted performances) 20% 

 
The topics we will cover across year 11 will be within the following areas from the Drama 
syllabus: 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 1 

Devising Drama: focus on completing the 2,500 word logbook by October half term 2018. 

Texts in Practice: Students will be introduced their play text and groups. Students are expected to learn and 

perform a group extract from their given play lasting between 15 to 40 minutes and perform a monologue or 

duologue from the same play to a live audience and visiting examiner. 

Understanding Drama: Students will receive seminar based lessons and have the opportunity to attend a 

study clinic open to all students on a Tuesday 3.35pm to 4.35pm focusing on section B and C of the written 

paper. 

 Term 2  

Texts in Practice: Students will continue to stage the group extract from their given play lasting between 15 

to 40 minutes and monologue or duologue from the same play. This will be assessed to a live audience and 

visiting examiner within this term. 

Understanding Drama: Students will continue to receive seminar based lessons on section B of the written 

paper. 

 

 

 

 

Term 3  

Understanding Drama: Students will focus only on the written paper sections A, B and C. 

 



 

Homework: 

Students have one piece of homework each week. This may be a practical homework (to rehearse before the next 

lesson with their group), line learning a practice paper or variety of practice questions for the written paper. 

Useful Resources:  

 The Ark Academy Learning centre 

 Show my homework  

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/drama/  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/drama/


DT: Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
This new GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and 
creative course which focuses
on practical cooking skills to ensure students develop a thorough 
understanding of nutrition, food
provenance and the working characteristics of food materials. At 
its heart, this qualification focuses on
nurturing students' practical cookery skills to give them a strong 
understanding of nutrition.
Food preparation skills are integrated into five core topics:
• Food, nutrition and health
•Food science
• Food safety
• Food choice
• Food provenance.

What qualification will the course lead to?
AQA GCSE Food Preparation & nutrition

HOW WOULD IT HELP ME IN FUTURE?
Upon completion of this course, students will be qualified to go on 
to further study, or embark on an apprenticeship or full time 
career in the catering or food industries. We all have to eat! A 
good understanding of food is essential for everyone who cares 
about their health. It also supports work covered in Science and 
GCSE PE. A wide choice of careers is available and the Food 
Industry is one area that is expanding with good career 
opportunities: Research and Food Development, Food Scientist, 
Dietician, Environmental Health Officer, Health and Safety, 
Marketing, Quality Assurance, Chef and catering, Health and Social 
Care and many more.

Written Paper:
50% of your grade will be in the form of a 1.45hr 
written exam at the end of year 11. (100 marks.)

NEA : Non exam assessment

50% of your grade will consist of 

Task 1: Food investigation (30 marks).
Written or electronic report (1,500 – 2,000 

words) including photographic evidence of the 
practical investigation.

Task 2: Written or electronic portfolio
including photographic evidence.

Photographic evidence of the three final dishes 
must be included. (70 marks)

Non-exam assessment (NEA)
What's assessed
Task 1: Food investigation (30 marks) 
Students' understanding of the working characteristics, functional 
and chemical properties of ingredients. Practical investigations are 
a compulsory element of this NEA task.
Task 2: Food preparation assessment (70 marks) 
Students' knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the 
planning, preparation, cooking, presentation of food and 
application of nutrition related to the chosen task. Students will 
prepare, cook and present a final menu of three dishes within a 
single period of no more than 3 hours, planning in advance how
this will be achieved.

WILL ALL MY STUDY BE IN SCHOOL?
Homework is an integral and valuable part of this 
course and will include research and design 
analysis tasks as well as theory.  Most aspects are 
within controlled conditions and must be 
completed in school with some homework time 
for research tasks.

How will it be similar to what I have done in 
Year 9? 
You will build on the skills you have developed in 
DT: Food technology during Year 9. Research, 
planning, designing, making and evaluating are 
all essential parts of the GCSE course. Practical 
skills will be further developed and you will use a 
wider range of skills and equipment.

HOW WILL IT BE DIFFERENT TO OTHER DT 
COURSES?
All Design Technology courses use the AQA Exam 
Board and follow the Design and Make process. 
However, on this course you will only be working 
with food. The new investigation element will 
require more written work.

Course coordinator: Ms. Falconer

m.falconer@arkacademy.org

WHAT WILL BE ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT FOR ME 
TO SUCCEED ON THE COURSE?
You will need to have an interest in food and 
enjoy being practical. Having a creative mind and 
being willing to try new ideas is important. You 
must be organised, manage time well and be 
prepared to provide ingredients for practical 
lessons.



Y11 GCSE Geography 

Overview:  

Your child is studying New AQA 

Geography specification and will 

need to revise everything they 

have studied in Year 10 and 11 for 

the final external exams in summer 

2017. The course has three papers. 

The table below shows all the 
topics your child will have studied for their exam: 

Paper 1: Living with the Physical 
Environment 

Paper 2: Challenges in the Human 
Environment 

Section A 
The Challenges of Natural Hazards 

Section A 
Urban Issues and challenges  

Section B 
The Living World  

Section B 
The Changing Economic World  

Section C 
Physical Landscapes in the UK  

Section C 
The Challenge of Resource Management  

Section D 
Geographical Skills 

Section D 
Geographical Skills 

Paper  3: Geographical Applications 
Section A 
Issue Evaluation (37 marks) 
Section B 
Fieldwork & Geographical Skills (39 marks) 

 

Homework: Weekly homework focuses on answering past paper exam questions and 

creating revision resources. It is essential that all homework is completed to the highest 

possible standard and handed in on time, so that teachers are able to give targeted 

feedback to your child to improve their learning. 

For Revision and extra homework: Students are being given access to the online tool 

‘Kerboodle’. They will receive login details in class and will have access to online 

textbooks and assessment activities.  

To extended and develop understanding: Your child should be encouraged to keep 

up-to-date with current affairs by watching the news and reading a good quality 

broadsheet at least once a week. This will enable them to gain a greater understanding 

of geography in the news and build on the topics studied in class. 

 

 

Paper 1: Living with the Physical Environment 
 1 hour 30 min  
 35% of GCSE  

Paper 2: Challenges in the Human Environment 
 1 hour 30 min 
 35% of GCSE 

Paper 3: Geographical Applications 
 1 hour 15 min 
 30% of GCSE 

Useful websites: 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geo

graphy/ 

 http://www.kerboodle.com  

 

Contacts: 

 Mr Chandler: e.chandler@arkacademy.org  

 Ms Shah: r.shah@arkacademy.org  

 Ms Tamburello: l.tamburello@arkacademy.org  

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/
http://www.kerboodle.com/
mailto:e.chandler@arkacademy.org
mailto:r.shah@arkacademy.org
mailto:l.tamburello@arkacademy.org


Sitting and ‘reading’ a book is not an effective way 
to revise… students need to be ACTIVE.  Our 
favourite revision methods for students are:

• Creating flashcards and quizzing themselves on 
them, or asking someone to quiz them.

• Spending more time quizzing themselves on 
topics they are less confident on.

• Writing answers to past exam questions 
(students will be given plenty to practice!)

Pupils will sit three GCSE papers 
at the end of Year 11:

PAPER 1 : 1h15m (30%)
Medicine through Time AND The 
British Sector of the Western 
Front: 

PAPER 2: 1h45m 40%
Early Elizabethan England 1558-
88 and Super Power 
Relationships and the Cold War 
1941-91 

PAPER 3: 1h20m (30%)
Germany 1918-39

Pupils should prepare for their 
assessments and mocks in the 
same way as their final GCSE 

examinations

• Year 11 will spend Autumn Term studying Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39. This will be
examined at the end of Year 11.

• Year 11 will then spend the Spring Term studying Superpower Relations and the Cold War,
1941-91, which will also be examined at the end of Year 11.

• Pupils are following the Edexcel GCSE curriculum.

The table below shows the breakdown of teaching and assessment in Year 11

All students will be provided with knowledge organiser 
and quizzing booklets for each topic. These are the best 
resources for revision.
However, the following websites will also be useful:

BBC Bitesize:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/shp/
John D Clare: http://www.johndclare.net/Weimar1.htm
History Learning Site: 
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/weimar_germany.htm
Edexcel/Pearson pages for Parents and Students : 
http://www.edexcel.com/i-am-a/student/Pages/home.aspxPlease contact Mr Grande, Head of 

History: j.grande@arkacademy.org

Aut1 Aut2 Spr1 Spr2 Sum1 Sum2

Year 11

Assessment

Paper 3: Weimar and Nazi 

Germany,1918-1939

Paper 2: Superpower 

Relations and the Cold 

War, 1941-91 REVISIO

N

FINAL 

GCSE 

EXAMSPast paper 

questions

MOCKS

Full Paper 3

Past paper 

questions

MOCKS:

Full Paper 2

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/shp/
http://www.johndclare.net/Weimar1.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/weimar_germany.htm
http://www.edexcel.com/i-am-a/student/Pages/home.aspx


GCSE MEDIA STUDIES

Why does Media matter?

If you don’t understand the media – where it comes 
from, who is behind it, and the coded messages it 
contains – then you can’t really understand the 
world we live in! Media affects our daily lives in so 
many ways, and understanding how it does this is 
key to becoming an active and engaged member of 

Where could Media Studies lead you?
• A good grade in GCSE Media Studies will 

set you up for Media Studies at A-Level. 
There are many careers and courses at 
university that involve media – for 
example Media & Marketing, Film 
Studies, Graphic Design, Web Design, 
Broadcast Journalism, Communications, 
Cultural Studies, Sociology and many 
more!

• Media also offers the chance for you to 
become technically proficient at using a 
range of different technologies –
essential in today’s fast-moving 

Course coordinator: Mr Gardiner–

What is Media Studies?

Media studies involves the close analysis of mass media -
television, film, the internet, radio, print media (newspapers 
and magazines) – and the study of how these types of 
communication affect the society 

Assessment

Exam Paper 1 Exam Paper 2 Coursework

Television and Promoting Media
Learners will cover contemporary 
and historic television products, 
responding to questions covering a 
range of media contexts.
Learners will study media products 
from the following forms: film, 
advertising and marketing and video 
games

Music and News
Learners will engage with one in-
depth study covering magazines. 
Learners will also engage with music 
videos and radio. 
Learners will engage with one in-
depth study covering news from 
online, social and participatory 
media.

Creating Media
Learners will create media products
that will appeal to an intended 
audience. 

35% of GCSE (9-1) 35%of GCSE (9-1) 30% of GCSE (9-1)

Exam board - OCR

Homework:
Students have one piece of homework each week. This may be a 
practical piece of homework, a theory based piece of homework, 
or a piece of research to make up part of their coursework. 

Examples of coursework projects:

• Evaluate a range of fragrance adverts aimed at teenagers and 

then produce your own fragrance advert to a professional 

standard. 

• Study film trailers and analyse what makes them successful, then 

create your own film promotional campaign 

• Research the features of website design and produce your own 

website for a specific audience and purpose – e.g. a new music 

group or TV drama. 

• Create your own music video for teenagers

• Create your own music magazine for teenagers

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjfta6DupXWAhVILsAKHSz4CLQQjRwIBw&url=http://marketingland.com/library/channel/social-media-marketing&psig=AFQjCNHYPz3RbX2q2GE9cUu3pMkeZNB0gg&ust=1504955433787173
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