
Tuesday 8th January 2019 

 

Letter Number 2 - Years 7 – 9 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

A belated Happy New Year to you and your family. We appreciated meeting 685 parents from Years 

7 -11 and being able to discuss your son/daughter’s progress over the term. The end of term report 

is a crucial document to help you understand where your child is in relation to their baseline and 

how far they are, potentially, from their target. 

 

The Autumn Term assessments have given us some key headlines both of successes and areas we 

need to work on. I have, as ever, looked closely at our students outcomes and progress across all 

three year groups in KS3. 

 

In Year 9 maths, science and English attainment and progress remains strong. History outcomes are 

also very pleasing. I hope Year 9 have continued to revise over the holidays for their very important 

upcoming science exam on: 

 

Thursday 17th January 2019 

 

This exam will determine which students follow triple or double science at GCSE. GCSE science 

teaching will then begin after half term.  

 

This is an important term all round for Year 9 with their pathways process beginning in earnest. 

Every week Year 9 will have an assembly on one subject to ensure they are really well informed 

before making their choices and fully understand the requirements of GCSE. 

 

You will be invited to a parents’ evening to understand how the pathway process works and to 

discuss their progress in subjects on: 

 

Thursday 28th February 2019 

 

Year 8 

Overall many students have coasted in Year 8, as less than half the year (43%) group made on or 

above expected progress in the Autumn term. It is vital that Year 8 do not lose the momentum and 

gains they made in Year 7. Overall maths attainment remains strong, but progress is down. 

 

Year 7 

Many Year 7 students have made an excellent start to their studies in Ark Academy with nearly 60% 

making on or above expected progress. They clearly took their revision seriously. I look forward to 

further strides being made in their Spring assessments. 

 

I hoped all parents received the Civitas Magazine and enjoyed the breadth of opportunities our 

students receive in Ark Academy. 

 

 



As ever all the stops were pulled out for Charity Week and a great deal of money raised for the 

chosen house charities. We raised: 

 

£3,789.35 
 

House TOTAL 

Curie – Save the Children £1093.59 

Newton – Cardiac Risk in the Young £636.42 

Plato – Barnardos £715.45 

Socrates - Samaritans £1343.89 

 

At the end of term assembly we were able to recognise our fundraisers of term in each house: 

 

House Name 

Curie  Adithi Sujith, Year 7 

Newton  Ismael Abbas, Year 10 

Plato Bano Ahmad, Year 11 

Socrates  Parbes Ahmed, Year 12 

 

We also recognised our literacy achievers of the term: 

 

Year 7 Rebekah Tate  

Year 8 Ali Ahmed Sultan  

Year 9 Amal Abdi 

 

We do place particular emphasis on developing our students’ literacy through reading and their 

grammar/vocabulary pre work. I have also been impressed by the efforts Year 7 have made on the 

Lexia programme and we hope to see great strides made at home over the holiday period. 

 

I really need to stress the importance of reading for all but particularly for our boys. In all three year 

groups the biggest gap in attainment and progress is gender based with girls outperforming boys, 

quiet considerably in many if not all subjects. There are multiple reasons for this but I believe one of 

the biggest is that many boys simply do not read enough or at all. This really hinders their progress. 

School cannot on its own combat the effect of this on their life choices. I really urge parents to 

support us in promoting reading at home, it does not have to be fiction, all reading is helpful. 

 

Some key reminders 

Uniform: We only allow the school regulation trousers for both boys and girls. Outdoor coats, 

scarves and hats must be plain black, navy or grey. 

 

Lateness: there are still too many student late for school. All students need to be at line up by 

8.20am, no later. 

 

Homework Club: is open Tuesday to Friday for one hour after school and is a calm, supervised space 

for students to study. 

 



I hope all parents have a copy of the spring calendar, if not please let your child’s form tutor know. 

The end of spring term assessments are highlighted in this but to make doubly sure the assessment 

period will be: 

 

Thursday 14th March – Friday 22nd March 2019. 

 

Finally, I would like to bring to parents’ attention the enclosed letter regarding a potential secondary 

parent governor role. 

 

With my best wishes for 2019 

 

 

 

 

Delia Smith 

Principal 

 


