
 

Wednesday 12th September 2018 

 

Letter Number 1 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers of Year 8, 

 

Welcome back to Year 8 after an extended summer break. We hope Year 8 are really motivated to impress 

everyone with their eagerness to learn and desire to make progress. 

 

Firstly I would like to introduce the Year 8 team as there have been some key changes. 

 

Head of Year: Ms Hicklilng 

Assistant Head of Year: Mr Asare 

Form Form tutor House 

8 Annan Ms Falconer Curie  

8 Einstein Ms Boyd Curie 

8 Gyatso Ms Oyeniran Newton 

8 Mandela Mr Neill Newton 

8 Obama Ms Burney Plato 

8 Roosevelt Ms Tarling Plato 

8 Teresa Mr Earl Socrates 

8 Tutu Ms Walters Socrates  
 

Student Progress and Attainment 

I hope your son/daughter’s progress in their end of year reports demonstrated their commitment and 

progress through hard work. 

The grading system of 9-1 is starting to settle down now and it was pleasing to note the increased number of 

students who attained the highest grades (7+) at the end of the year. There remains plenty of work still to be 

done, particularly if your son/daughter is not yet attaining at grade 4. 

 

Our Public Examination Results 

I am sure many of you will have seen some of the wonderful publicity that we have received about our 

examination success at GCSE and ‘A’ level. We really hope that these outcomes will motivate Year 7 to 

achieve as highly as they can throughout the coming year. All the really excellent results were only achieved 

through focussed hard work over time. There are no quick fixes and this first year in Ark is really key as they 

will lay the foundations for future success. 

 

Our fourth set of GCSE results were based on completely new examinations and grading system for  

nearly all subjects. They are now graded 9 to 1 (with 9 the highest). Grade 4 is deemed a standard pass, but 

the aim is to improve standards to grade 5 which is regarded as a strong pass. It is important also to note 

that these new exams are substantially harder than previously. 

 

 

 

 



GCSE Results 2018 

Headline Measure Ark Academy GCSE Results 2017 Notes 

Attainment 8 Score 5.1 Average Grade  

Progress 8 Score +0.52 (approx.) Progress students made from 
start of Year 7 

9-4 in English Language or 
Literature and Maths 

74% 4 = old C 

9-5 in English Language or 
Literature and Maths 

49% 5 = old B 
 

 

We appreciate these new measures are confusing but we are becoming more comfortable with the new 

system and will not need to refer to the old grades. 

 

We are particularly pleased with our Progress 8 score of 0.52 which demonstrates that our students are 

making well above average progress from their starting points in Year 7. 

English results have maintained the improvements of last year and we were particularly pleased with the 

English Literature results of 81% 9-4 and 67% 9-5. 

Mathematics whilst grades across the country fell, we maintained our strength in maths with 78% 9-4 and 

54% 9-5. 

 

50 students took triple science with 7-9 grades (A**/A*/A) grades of 44% in Biology, 52% in Chemistry and 

42% in Physics. 

 

Number of GCSEs achieved  

Grade 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 U Total 

Number 51 109 165 224 244 202 172 87 34 3 1291 

% 4.0% 8.4% 12.8% 17.4% 18.9% 15.6% 13.3% 6.7% 2.6% 0.2% 100% 

Cumulative (%) 4.0% 12.4% 25.2% 42.5% 61.4% 77.1% 90.4% 97.1% 99.8% 100%  
 

 ‘A’ Level Results 2018 

This was our second set of results for Year 13 and they have improved on our first crop! 

 

Year 13 % 

3+ A* -B 38% 

3+ A*-C 72% 

3+ A*-E 93% 

 

Nearly 40% students achieved 3+ A*-B grades at ‘A’ Level and the average overall grade was B. A quarter of 

students achieved the top grades (A*/A) which enabled them to attain excellent university places. Subject 

results also had many highlights. 

 

 A*-C A*-B 

Mathematics 74% 49% 

Further Maths 100% 100% 

Biology 87% 57% 

Physics 82% 64% 

English Literature 90% 60% 

Economics 92% 75% 

History 100% 78% 

Media Studies 100% 89% 



Religious Studies 100% 91% 

Sociology 96% 61% 

 

The progress of our students in Year 13 made from their GCSE grades continues to put us in the top 25% of 

sixth forms for progress. 

 

As a result 90% (102 students) of Year 13 students have accepted university places across the country. With 

a third attaining places at the top universities including: 

Imperial London, Kings College London, Queen Mary University London, SOAS, Royal Holloway, Warwick, 

Southampton, Loughborough, Birmingham and Nottingham. We are delighted that two students attained 

their places at Cambridge, one to study geography and the other human social and political sciences.  

 Subjects studied include: 

  

Business management – 11 students 

Biomedical Sciences – 6 students 

Computer Science – 5 students 

Economics - 5 students   

Sports Science – 4 students 

Psychology – 4 students 

Law – 4 students 

Physics – 3 students 

English – 2 students 

Philosophy – 2 students 

 

And so many others 

 

For further details on all our results, please go to our website both news sections and About Us/GCSE/A 

Level/AS Results 2018. 

 

Public exams may seem a long way away but hopefully our outcomes will inspire our younger students to 

aim for the best they can be and work to build towards these goals. 

 

Reading 

We will be looking therefore carefully at the progress your son/daughter made on the Lexia programme this 

summer, if they had not completed before the end of term. We will then decide on the basis of this and their 

reading age from the end of year tests who will need to continue with the Lexia programme on a 

Wednesday from 3.30 to 4.30pm. 

 

Your child’s reading age is a key factor in enabling them to access the curriculum and make the progress 

necessary to do well in their GCSEs. Please continue to support their commitment to reading outside of 

school. 

 

A few reminders 

I am sure you want your child to make excellent progress this year and start the year really well. So it is vital 

that they are 

 Properly equipped everyday with a clear pencil case with all the necessary pens, pencils, ruler etc.  

 Punctuality to school can in some cases improve. The school gate closes at 8.25am and lesson 1 

starts at 8.30am 



Besides accruing unnecessary detentions really important learning is missed when students are late. 

 Homework and revision at home is vital and some students still need to learn the good discipline of 

completing homework on time and to a high standard. 

There were just over 1,000 sanctions last year for missed homework, without this discipline your 

child will fail to make the progress expected of them. The Year 8 Homework timetable is attached to 

this letter, please check your son/daughter’s homework on Show My Homework or look in their 

planners. Please also check this work is complete to a good standard. We encourage all subject 

teachers to contact home if there is pattern of incomplete or homework not attempted. 

 Revision is also a key part of independent learning and the main reason many students did not 

demonstrate the progress they are capable of in their end of year exams. Only a commitment to put 

the required revision over a period of time will ensure better outcomes. 

 

Our Behaviour and Rewards system 

These have not altered in any important way. We track student behaviour, both positive and negative, 

rigorously and we look to parents for your support in reinforcing our key messages for good civitas behaviour 

and politeness. 

 

We look forward to greeting your son/daughter in excellent uniform and with their padlock for their locker. 

The single biggest reason for having a phone on them is that they do not have a locker. All students are given 

a locker and it is their responsibility to ensure they keep their phone there. If they lose their keys they need 

to replace the lock and inform their form tutor. We do not accept any excuse as to why they have a phone 

on them in school time. 

 

To help set the scene for this important year in your child’s education we invite you to a  

 

Year 8 Parents’ Information Evening 

on Thursday 11th October 2018 at 6.30pm 

 

There are several enclosures attached but can you please ensure you return the reply slip to your child’s 

form tutor to say you have read this letter and also to give us the most up to date contact details.   

 

We look forward to a fruitful and co-operative Year 8. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Delia Smith 

Principal 

 

Enclosures: 

1. Year 8 Homework Timetable 

2. Autumn Term Parents’ Calendar 

3. Reply and information slip 

  



Year 8 Homework Timetable 2018-19 

 Each homework given should take at least 30 minutes to complete (unless otherwise stated).  

 If you get it done quicker ask yourself if you have given it your very best effort or if you spent 
more time on it could you improve it.  

 Some days you will have more homework than others. This is because of the way your timetable 
is structured. If you are unable to do all of your homework on the night it is given, prioritise what 
is most urgent or will need most effort to get the homework in for the day it is due.  

 

 

 

  

Y8 RE 
TEACHING 

GROUP 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

8BL 
  

  

English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (30 min) 

French  Drama Mathematics Geography  Mathematics 

DT Art  History   RE 

 Music   Science 

8GR 
  

  

English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (30 min) 

French  Drama Mathematics Geography  Mathematics 

DT Art  History  RE 

  Music   Science 

8OR 
  

  

English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (30 min) 

Spanish RE Mathematics History  Mathematics 

Art DT Geography  Science 

Music     Drama 

8PU 
  

  

English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (30 min) 

French DT Mathematics History  Mathematics 

Music  Art Geography   Science 

RE    Drama 

8RE 
  

  

English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (30 min) 

History Music Mathematics Geography Mathematics 

RE  DT  Science 

 Drama  French  Art  

8SI 
  

  

English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (30 min) 

History Music Mathematics Geography Mathematics 

RE  DT  Science  

Drama  Spanish   Art 

8TU 
  

  

English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (30 min) 

History  Drama Mathematics Geography Mathematics 

RE  DT  Science 

Art  Spanish  Music 



Parent Calendar * AUTUMN TERM 2018 * 
Below are some of the key events coming up this half term at Ark Academy. 

Parents can always find out more by calling our main switchboard on 020 8385 4370 or 

logging onto www.arkacademy.org 
 

Date Event 

Monday 3rd – Friday 7th 
September 

 Y11 Work Experience week 

Wednesday 5th September  Y7 & 12 return to school  

Friday 7th September  Y10 & Y13 return to school 

Friday 7th September  Ark Alumni Annual Forum – 6.00-8.30pm 

Monday 10th September  Y8, 9 & 11 return to school  

Thursday 13th September  Y10 Parents’ Information Evening – The start of GCSEs 

Monday 17th September 
 Y12 Parents Information Evening 
 Y13 UCAS Information Evening 

Wednesday 19th September  Ark Academy’s 8th Birthday! 

Thursday 20th September 
 Y11 Parents Information Evening - The Big Push to GCSE and beyond 

to Sixth Form 

Monday 24th September  Y11 Geography Trip to London Docklands 

Thursday 27th September  Y9 Parents’ Information Evening – Pathways to KS4 

Monday 1st October  Open Morning for Year 6 Parents (9 – 10.30am) 

Tuesday 2nd October  Open Morning for Year 6 Parents (9 – 10.30am) 

Wednesday 3rd October  Open Morning for Year 6 Parents (9 – 10.30am) 

Wednesday 3rd October  Poet Visit – Adisa the Poet 

Thursday 4th October 
 Ark Academy Year 6 Open Evening  (5.30 to 8.00pm) 
        Early finish (12.55pm) for all pupils 

Friday 5th October Late start following Open Evening (9.20am) for all pupils  

Thursday 11th October  Y8 Parents’ Information Evening  

Sunday 14th October 
 Y13 UCAS Early Entry Deadline (Oxbridge, Medicine, Dentistry & Vet 

UCAS Applications)  

Thursday 18th October  Y7 Parents’ Information Evening 

Monday 22nd – Friday 26th 
October 

 Half term break 

Monday 29th October 
 Staff Training Day  
       No students in school 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.arkacademy.org/


Date Event 

Tuesday 30th October 
 All students return to school  

 Study Support begins for Y11 

Thursday 1st November  Y11 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 2nd November  Late start following Parents Evening (9.20am) for all pupils  

Monday 5th November  Sixth Form Open Morning  

Tuesday 6th November  Sixth Form Open Morning 

Wednesday 7th November   Sixth Form Open Morning 

Thursday 8th November 
 Ark Academy Sixth Form Open Evening (5.30 to 8.00pm) 

       Early finish (12.55pm) for all pupils  

Friday 9th November  Late start following Open Evening (9.20am) for all pupils 

Monday 19th – Friday 23rd & 
Tuesday 27th – Friday 29th 

November  
 Autumn Term Assessments for all year groups 

Monday 26th November 
 Staff Training Day 
 No students in school 

Monday 3rd – Thursday 6th 
December 

 Review Week 

Friday 7th December 
 Staff Training Day 
       No students in school 

Mid December: Dates TBC  Y11, 10, 9, 8 & 7 Christmas Trip to Winter Wonderland  

Monday 10th – Friday 14th 
December 

 Ark Academy Charity Week! 

Thursday 13th December  GCSE & AS Certificates Presentation Evening  

Friday 14th December  Ark Academy Christmas Fayre 

TBA  Ark Academy Christmas Concert 

Wednesday 19th December  Parent Report Day 

Thursday 20th December 
 End of autumn term 
 Final assemblies 

Friday 21st December – Thursday 
3rd January 

 Christmas break 

Friday 4th January 
 Staff Training Day  
       No students in school 

Monday 7th January 
 All students return to school 
 Y13 Parents Evening 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Reply Slip 
 

I acknowledge the receipt of Letter No 1. 

 

Name of student………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Form ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

Signed (Parent/Carer)…………………………………………………………………………………………................................ 

 

 

Contact Details 
 

Mobile Phone Number………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Work Phone Number………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Email Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

NB: If any aspect of your contact details change, please inform our admissions officer, Mrs Boyle, by email 

at this address: c.boyle@arkacademy.org 

 

 

Many thanks  

mailto:c.boyle@arkacademy.org

