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Ark Academy Summer School Report 
Tuesday 27 July – Friday 6 August 2021 

 

Summer Camp Lead: Aelisha Needham (Assistant Principal in charge of Key Stage 3 & 

Designated Safeguarding Lead)  

Funding: Reimbursement from DfE (amount pending) 

Location: Ark Academy Secondary School  

Dates: Tuesday 27 July – Friday 6 August 2021 (9 days)  

Target Group: Year 6 transitioning into Y7 & Year 7 transitioning into Y8 

Summary 

Metric Measure 

Number of pupils attended 95 

% attending who are PP 27% 

Number of days of camp provided 9 

Overall attendance at camp 91.1% 

Number of staff involved Week 1: 14 (and 4 catering staff) 

Week 2: 12 (and 4 catering staff) 

Number of activities offered  19 

Number of sessions in total  104 

Number of trips/ excursions  2 

 

Aims:  

• A covid recovery scheme, to support the transition of students after a disrupted 

academic year due to Covid. 

• To provide daily literacy and numeracy sessions for all pupils. 

• To provide opportunities for enriching activities and two offsite trips. 

• To develop pupils’ wellbeing through structured activities. 

• To allow students to develop their social skills and friendships in a positive way. 

 

1. Invites   

• 103 invites were sent out for summer camp. Our 4 main feeder schools were 

targeted (Ark Academy Primary, Chalkhill Primary, Fryent Primary school, 

Wykeham Primary school). Letters were sent to these Primary’s for Head 

teachers to distribute. Follow up email and MS Teams Form were sent to these 

parents. The invite was then extended to all feeder primary schools via email 

and MS Teams form.  

• Our Y7 (going into Y8) pupils were invited by letter and also email/ MS 

Teams form.  

• Vulnerable pupils were targeted to attend, however the invite was extended to 

the entire year group.  
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Incoming year group for 

the academic year 2021 to 

2022 

Pupils not eligible for Pupil 

Premium who were invited  

Pupils eligible for Pupil 

Premium who were invited 

Year 7 45 13 

Year 8 32 13 

Total 77 26 

Overall Total  103 places offered 

 

 

2. Attendees 

• Of the 103 pupils invited who also registered their interest with us, 95 pupils 

attended Summer Camp.  

• 27% of these students being Pupil Premium.  

 

Incoming year 

group for the 

academic year 

2021 to 2022 

Pupils not 

eligible for Pupil 

Premium who 

attended  

Pupils eligible 

for Pupil 

Premium who 

attended 

Looked after 

child/ known to 

Social services/ 

Young Carer/ 

vulnerable 

Free School 

Meals 

(FSM) 

Year 7 40 13 4 13 

Year 8 29 13 9 14 

Overall Total  95 Attendees 

 

3. Attendance Percentages  

 

• 62 out of 95 pupils maintained 100% attendance across the 9 days (37 Y7s & 

25 Y8s) 

 

  

Week 1 

 

Week 2 

 

 TUES 

27 

WED 

28 

THURS 

29 

FRI 

30 

MON 

2 

TUES 

3 

WED 

4 

THURS 

5 

FRI   

6 

Week 

Av. 

Group 1 

(27 pupils) 

100% 93% 96% 96% 96% 100% 89% 93% 93% 95.1 

Group 2 

(24 pupils) 

88% 100% 96% 92% 96% 96% 96% 96% 92% 94.7% 

Group 3 

(24 pupils) 

100% 88% 92% 100% 83% 100% 79% 79% 83% 89.3% 

Group 4  

(18 pupils) 

100% 94% 83% 94% 89% 83% 78% 78% 67% 85.1% 

TOTAL   91.1% 
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4. English Provision 

• Aims: 

- Build in time for students to make reading a habit 

- Push independent reading habits 

- Encourage students to improve oracy and confidence by reading aloud 

- Share two contemporary novels to entice students 

- Encourage discussion of books and the key ideas they present 
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• The type of books we chose and why: 

- We selected two books separate from the Year 7 reading canon with the aim of giving 

students 50mins a day to complete the reading. By choosing books NOT included in 

our canon we exposed students to another layer of choices they could take.  

 

- Fiction: ‘Call me Alaistair’ by Cory Leonardo – recommended for 10-12 year olds by 

the Book Trust 

- Non-Fiction: ‘The Boy who Harnessed the Wind’ by William Kamkwamba – a recent 

Netflix adaptation of the book made it a good choice for students to explore 

We spent a week on each book and students loved the chance to dive into a book without 

‘analysing’.  

• What the outcome or learning was:  

- Students set out their reading goal for the rest of the summer 

- Students took a text home to read after summer camp before their return in September 

- Students saw how much they could read if they spent 50 minutes a day 

- Richer understanding of both texts  

Note – we resisted allowing students to take home the copies of these texts though they are 

now being used in our library and are very popular with students – 80% of students who have 

borrowed these so far are from Summer Camp based on first two weeks of term.  

 

 

 

5. Maths Provision  

 

• Students received a daily one-hour session of maths. 

• The provision was based on topics selected by Oak National for Year 6 and Year 7 

maths. 

• The purpose of the sessions was to reinforce knowledge or catch students up on 

essential skills required to access the Key Stage 3 curriculum. 

• Topics covered included percentages, Algebraic notion, fact families, understanding 

equality, Kahoot!, Multiplication & finding Multiples, Fractions: Additions & 

Subtraction of fractions, Place value, Rounding Decimals 

 

6. Overall WWWs 

 

• Verbal feedback from students and parents has been very positive. 

• Strong student engagement during sessions, with students keen to get involved and 

step out of their comfort zones. 

• Variety of activities delivered by staff enthusiastically.  

• Students were able to take home work completed in their work folders, which 

evidenced their learning, e.g. art work and maths worksheets.  

• All students provided with a fully equipped pencil case for the new academic year.  

• Students forged new friendships with students in their own year group, as well as the 

year above/below.  

• There was a big focus on the  core values  

 

7. How they have started the new academic year  

• 81 out of 94 students with 100% attendance this academic year so far 
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• Noticeable excellent behaviour start from key pupils who are now in Y8 i.e- I.M (Y8), 

N.WB (Y7), M.MCM (Y8), K.H (Y8) 

 

Some student feedback: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Staff feedback  

 

Why did you want to do this Summer Camp?  

 

• To know the New Year 7 students ahead of September and trial out some ideas of 

how to enhance our literacy provision with a pilot group of students. Also - to have 

some fun! 

• I wanted to give Year 6/7s more time for learning in a difficult period of their life. 

Instilling them with the diverse tools to be ready for school return and beyond. 

• I wanted to do Summer Camp because I saw it as a chance to be 'Civitas'. Covid has 

caused so much disruption to the way children and young people have been able to 

access education and extra-curricular activities, I felt like getting involved would give 

me an opportunity to give back to our school community. I also thought Summer 

Camp would be a wonderful opportunity to support and get to know our new Year 7's 

and our existing students in a way that I may not have had the chance to do during a 

normal school day. 

• I saw an opportunity to assist new students in their transition at Ark and thought it 

was a great idea. Students coming to Ark for the first time would not only be able to 

meet some of their teachers but also enhance their confidence, gain some disposition 

skills and familiarise themselves with the building. Also I thought it would be fun, 

and it was! 

 

Staff views on WWWs 

• Knowing students and their interests ahead of September - building positive 

relationships - Getting more opportunities to hear students reading aloud - Creating a 

buzz around reading - Pushing oracy in sessions 

• The summer camp was organised so that the students were given opportunities to 

engage with core subjects. They were also availed the opportunity to build 

I would rate summer camp 10/10 because really liked the trips that we went on! 
I really enjoyed the trip we went on to go ape I was really scared but made it to the end! 
Summer camp helped me get used to the building and getting to know my form tutor. 

 

1. I rate it 10/10  

2. I enjoyed trips the most  

3. It’s helped me know most of the year 7s better and prepare me for the new 

curriculum  
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relationships with students in advance of the academic year which was very useful. 

This camp also gave staff an insight into the cohort and allowed us a staff body to 

adapt our plans for September. 

• By the end of the summer camp many students were confident, persistent and 

resilient, as they had undergone activities like go Ape, team work (through sports, 

mechanic and discoveries), expressive arts, cooking and complex math's. I can 

definitely say that the students I greeted on day 9 were more ready for secondary 

school than the ones I welcomed on day 1. 

• Summer Camp was very well organised, I enjoyed every session I was a part of. The 

reading sessions were well adapted to every need and it was a pleasure to see Y8 

enjoying reading, even some wanting to take the book home to carry on over 

Summer! 

• Mixture of activities that the children enjoyed but also learnt from. The children 

wanted to be there and the environment was purposeful but felt like a nice transition 

for students. 

• Summer camp was very well organised. The lessons and trips were well thought out 

for the students. For example, the reading books chosen for students to develop their 

literacy. The timing of the day was also appropriate. 

• Great atmosphere. Great Food Great activities with lots of variation Lots of fun and 

learning Making the 'Littre Video' was amazing The outing were great 

• The delivery of the sessions- students were genuinely interested in and enjoyed them. 

They asked for the recipes to be able to try them out at home and the feedback from 

them, their parents and other members of staff was always positive. 

• The most enjoyable part of Summer Camp was getting to know the students and 

watching them grow in confidence, especially those students who were more reserved 

and quiet at the start of the camp. This has been especially nice to see since the new 

Year 7's have started school. Those students who struggled socially during Summer 

Camp had the opportunity to settle in a quieter and perhaps less pressured 

environment and as a result have found initiating conversations and making friends 

less daunting. 
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Staff views on EBIs 

• If some of the lessons were mixed between the year groups. For example, the sports 

activities. Therefore, having all students doing sports, in the afternoon 

• Could we have got more children in? Was sports too generic? Could we have linked it to 

key skills from AUT1 in Y7 and built sessions around that? Maybe further collaboration 

with subject leaders when planning? 

•  My only EBI was Go Ape, but this was nothing to do with the organisation our half. 

• More students could have experienced this amazing and impactful opportunity. 

• All students from Y6 and Y7 were invited and I wonder if camp would have possibly 

been more effective if it were targeted at some of the more vulnerable learners. If 

Summer Camp were to take place again, I think it would be great to align it more deeply 

with the school's priorities for improvement and plan activities around this. Furthermore, 

it would have been wonderful if HODs were able to roll out interventions that are 

directly informed by the Summer Camp and that are targeted to support Summer Camp 

attendees. 

 

Staff views on impact of Summer Camp on the new Y7s who attended 

• They have already taken more books out from the library - They seem more settled in 

their induction - They demonstrate the school values with ease - summer camp was an 

ideal part of their induction! 

• Students adapted to the new environment well. They adopted great system of how we do 

things. They could explore the school freely without the older students being in. 

• The new Y7 students who attended have been far more confident and have benefited 

from the relationships that they began to develop with staff and peers. 

• Being a teacher the impact has been phenomenal as I have seen many of the students that 

attended summer camp being civitas to others and showing them directions, which is 

great as that is our core value. 

• From my observation the impact has been a positive one. The Year 7's who attended 

Summer Camp appeared to have settled into Academy life quickly, and do not seem 

overwhelmed by our rules and expectations. They are setting a wonderful example to 

their peers. Students who we thought may have struggled with the transition from 

Primary school have settled well. Having spent time with key members of staff before 

the start of school, they know they are supported by 'real' people who care and want them 

to succeed rather than just hearing or reading about them. 

• I believe that summer camp help to allay some of the students' anxiety about moving to 

secondary school. They gain some confidence in knowing the layout of the school in 

advance and meeting some of their teachers as well as their AHOY and other students 

they could form friendship with. The children fully participated in the activities which 

was a kind of preparation for secondary school. 

• I think friendships have been made and it’s made social transitions easier, they know the 

building better and hopefully the better transition will show in how they settle down! 

 

Staff views on impact of Summer Camp on the new Y8s who attended 

• They have arrived more settled into Year 8 - For those who are less confident readers it 

is really pleasing how many of them have sought support with book choices and visited 

the library 

• They were leaders of the group. They showed great maturity in integrating the new Year 

7s 
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• Because the Summer Camp was so much fun for the students, I think that many 

participants were even more enthusiastic to return to school in September and some of 

them expressed that they were more optimistic about the prospect of academic success 

having been to the camp. 

• A few have made some major improvements in their attitude towards others and their 

overall behaviour. They are more pleasant to other students their disposition has 

improved, and they are more sensible. 

• The Year 8's who attended in my opinion are more confident in themselves and around 

school. Their attendance may have given them the opportunity to meet staff that they 

would have not met before because of Year group bubbles. I certainly can now 

confidently put more names to faces. 

• The Year 8s were able to see more of the school and to participate in lessons in smaller 

groups. Students that usually had behavioural issues, were more able to temper their 

behaviour in a way that they could not do whilst in the main school during year 7. 

• Interesting question. This is really hard to answer due to not knowing a lot of the 

students in Y7. Maybe an observation is that particular students branched out into new 

more positive friendship groups. There is probably something there about making up for 

time lost during COVID. 

 
 

Impact  
 

Area Description 

Aut 1 attendance There was an improved attendance over the course of the first half 

term of the school year for those who attended Summer camp.  

Attendance was 97.4 for those who attended camp and 96.5 for others. 

Additionally, persistent absence was lower, with those attending camp 

at 6.4% versus 10.5%.  

The stats are shown below:  

 

 
 

Whole 

School % 

Summer 

Camp 

Attendees % 

Attendance 96.5 97.4 

Absence  3.5 2.6 

Persistent 

absence 

10.5 6.4 

Lates  0.1 0.0 

 

This is testament to the successful transition programme as well as the 

overall enjoyment of the camp. Pupils ‘buy-in’ has been strongly led 

by the ‘taste’ of curriculum as well as the experience they received 

over the summer. It is evident that pupils want to be in school which is 

pleasing. The improved attendance has had a direct impact to 

behaviour as pupils are able to exemplify school values daily and abide 

by the high expectations set out. This can been seen in the exclusion 

comparison data below.  

 

Attendance YTD 

(7/9/21-2/12/21) 

There was an improved attendance over the course of the year so far 

for those attending summer camp. Attendance is currently 96.6% for 
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 those who attended camp and 96.2% for others. Additionally persistent 

absence was lower (9.6% versus 10.9%). 

Aut 1 suspension 

(previously known as 

fixed term exclusions) 

As mentioned above, there has been a noticeable positive impact with 

improved behaviour for those who attended Summer camp.  

Of the 95 pupils who attended Summer camp, 0% of students have had 

an exclusion in comparison to 8 pupils out of 899 (Y7-Y11).  

 

Aut 2 suspensions 

(previously known as 

fixed term exclusions) 

In Autumn 2, In respect of those who attended summer camp, 1 pupil 

has been suspended out of 95 pupils. This is in comparison to 8 pupils 

out of 899 in Y7-Y11.  

 

 

Pictures of Summer Camp  
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