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Sri Lanka at peace but unhealed
Ten years after rebellion ended,
Tamil sense of injury runs deep
BY Eashani sumeela

Sri Lanka is known by many
people as the ‘teardrop island’
with beautiful beaches. What most
people are unaware of is that those
beaches hold thousands of bodies
lost in the civil war, which began
over 25 years ago and came to an
end in 2009.
To give some context to the
war, at the age of 15 a man named
Vellupillai Prabhakaran dropped
out of education and created a
revolution.
He created the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
as a way to gain independence for
the Tamils in Sri Lanka.
This bid to gain freedom and
independence for Tamils led to
the Sri Lankan government conducting atrocities such as raping
and torturing young girls in the
name of retaliation and defence
strategies.
The freedom fight became a
genocide instigated by the president, Gotabaya Rajapaksa. He
walked free without any legal
consequences.
To this day, the Tamils in Sri
Lanka have not received the justice they deserve. But they continue the tradition that the Tigers
left them with.
Annually on November 27th,
Tamils across the world come
together to pay their respects to

the Tamil Tigers that fought for
their people. This date recognises
the first LTTE soldier who died in
the civil war, Lt Col Thileepan.
Tamils also commemorate the
end of the genocide on May 18,
the date hostilities ended.
Ten years on, Tamil individuals in Sri Lanka face enormous
discrimination by the Sri Lankan
government. In the recent election, Gotabaya Rajapaksa became
president once again. The man
who some call the criminal mind
behind the genocide is now back
in power of the country alongside
his brother, Mahinda Rajapaksa,
who is prime minister.
These two men have already
attempted to wipe out the Tamil
language. Tamil signboards on
roads have been changed to Sinhalese writing.
This first step is likely to
become a chain reaction of efforts
to wipe out the Tamil race.
To add insult to injury, a postage stamp offensive to Tamils is
in circulation. It is titled “demala
sanniya”, or “demon of Tamil”.
Tamils make up almost 12%
of the population. For them to
see how this is the Sri Lankan
government perceives them is
hurtful.
Many have argued that this
term is not racist and is not a big
deal. But it should not be taken
lightly. No similar stamp demon-

A recent Sri Lankan stamp depicts a man in Tamil clothes with Hindu sacred ash on his forehead.
ises the Sinhalese. This shows
how biased and discriminative
the government is.
It is in our hands, regardless of
race, religion or belief, to spread
awareness of the potential dangers that the Tamil minority in
Sri Lanka could face.
I do not identify as Sri Lankan
Tamil but as Eelam Tamil. My
roots are the Tamil Tigers and
everything that they stood for.
Alongside many other Tamils
that managed to escape the civil
war, I will continue the legacy left
behind by the Tamil Tigers.

Tamil Tigers founder Vellupillai Prabhakaran, who died in 2009.

Death of the body is not the end of you
Akshainie Devi Rajan

Religious or not, mortal or immortal, you are not your body.
Yes, you inherit looks. You have
your own unique facial features.
You are influenced because of
your body, but no matter what,
you as an individual will never
be your body.
A person’s body is their container. It is a tool that helps you
pursue your dreams and do what
you want.
Where does that thought come
from? People would say your
brain, but where does your brain
get that urge from?
The only logical answer to that
is your soul.
When your container cannot
work any more, what happens to
you? Just because your body is

The spirit remains to watch human life, interfering only if asked.
dead doesn’t mean you are.
Many argue that if your brain
is dead so are you. But I disagree
because your soul is still there.
The question of what happens
to your soul can be answered

with a simple analogy. Imagine
you have a glass of water. The
glass falls and shatters and is now
broken.
Eventually the water too will
evaporate, but it doesn’t mean the

water is gone. The water is still
present in an alternative form or
state of matter.
Likewise, when you are dead
you still exist in the form of your
spirit.
There are different worlds
within this multiverse that we
exist in: multiple states of life
can exist in one.
The two main states are humans
and spirits.
Spirits can touch us and see us
but never interfere with our lives
unless we allow them to.
Science has proven that energy
cannot be destroyed or created,
only transferred.
Just like this, your soul cannot
be destroyed but can be transferred into a less present form.
It’s a complicated theory but
eventually it will make sense.
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The strange case of the silent twins
BY Wisam Eltayeb

On 11 April 1963, Gloria and
Aubrey Gibbons became parents.
At 8:10 am, June was born, and 10
minutes later Jennifer followed.
Like most twins, June and Jennifer were close to one another.
Closer than any others. So close
they became known as the silent
twins.
The twins began to produce
speech fluency at a late age and
when they did, it was difficult
to understand what they were
saying.
Their speech was rapid. It
included high pitched noises.
When the family moved to Devon
the twins went to a white-dominant school.
At the time, racism was rife,
so the twins were heavily taunted
and bullied.
This impacted their social interactions hugely as they stopped
speaking to anyone apart from
each other.
They came up with their own
language and from then on only
communicated with one another.
They also refused to read and
write at school.
At 11 years old, the twins and
their family moved to Haverford-

June (left) and Jennifer Gibbons were bullied at school. They were sent to mental hospitals. BBC
west in Wales. The bullying and
taunting became worse. It passed
the verbal level, and the twins
faced physical persecution.

They invented a private language and
only communicated between themselves.
It was so bad that they would
get dismissed early as they needed
to set off walking home before

Your phone
is snooping
Privacy seems to be a very
limited thing these days, Grace
Bradshaw writes.
Each day people post on
social media stalking others,
but for what purpose?
What confuses me is that the
world leaders, from government
down, have always known how
much chaos these apps and
websites are causing.
Yet they continue to let us
become victims.
It is fair to ask whether they
are allowing it as a way to spy
on the rest of the world without
users becoming suspicious.
Furthermore, I have a feeling
that technology that uses voice
commands could be another
disguise tool.
Also, researchers have found
apps created to allow the taking
of pictures without the user
being aware of it.
These are also mostly found

the others.
The pair were remarkable. They
were in sync in everything they
did, including walking, eating and

falling asleep.
They wouldn’t speak to each
other in front of others, but they

lived a full life behind doors.
They read. They wrote fiction
but found no publisher.
At age 18, they started to
commit crimes. They took drugs,
stole, smashed windows and committed arson.
They basically became partners
in crime.
The twins were committed to
hospitals, including Broadmoor

Hospital, a high-security mental
hospital.
They were made to keep diaries.
What they wrote was revealing.
They wrote about how much they
hated each other and were scared
the other twin would kill them. And
yet, when they were separated, they
would write about how lonely they
felt without each other.
A nurse noticed that one day
June would starve, and Jennifer
would eat all the food, and then
the next day they would swap.
Eleven years later, they were
due to move to another hospital.
Before the move, Jennifer told a
trusted journalist that she intended
to die. When asked why, she said
that for the other twin to live a free
life, she must die.
On the day of the move, in
1993, Jennifer slept in June’s lap.
She did not wake up.
Jennifer was pronounced dead.
It was ruled a natural death as
there were no injuries and there
was no sign of anything having
been injected into her body.
June started speaking and went
on to have a normal life.
Today, she lives in Wales. She
accuses the British social services
of depriving the sisters of of 11
years of life.

If time travel sounds fun,
be careful what you wish for
Rebekah Tate

in games and social media.
For example, I was chatting
with a friend about a random
topic. My friend was about to
go on Google to find information, when at the top of the list
of Siri search suggestions was
the subject we had been talking
about. We were in shock.
Coincidence? I think not.
It could be that companies are
implanting tiny microphones
into the most used items in
society to know what is going
on worldwide, and hackers are
able to tap in.

When a person experiences something they wish didn’t happen,
they might wish for the ability to
travel back in time.
If you could go back, you could
change the likelihood of the event
happening.
The idea of time travel has
been around for a long time. It is
a recurring theme in books such
as Harry Potter and TV shows
such as Doctor Who.
The Doctor uses the Tardis.
Others have their own way of
travelling. But before you try, be
warned that time travel can have
bad effects.

Domino effect
This is when one event sets off
a chain reaction of events. This
idea is inspired by the game of
dominoes. You can stand the tiles

up, then knock one down and the
rest follow. In real life, you might
decide to have a shower, but in
doing so the kitchen becomes
flooded. You would have to
evacuate the house and stay at
a hotel.
This is an example of a chain
of events occurring because of the
one bath that you took.

Butterfly effect
A single occurrence can change
the course of the Universe forever.
This is inspired by the theory that
a single flap from a butterfly’s
wings can cause a tornado halfway across the world.
In this way, if you went back
in time and changed the hour that
you left in the morning, it could
cause you to be caught in a horrific accident. Even the smallest
alteration could have had a significant impact on your life.

Double you

If you travelled to a past time
when you existed there would be
two of yourself within the same
time period. This would put too
much pressure on the space-time
continuum, thus creating world
havoc, or touched you’d become
one.

Eternity loop
When you go back in time to
a period when you existed, you
create an eternity-time loop. If
the present you goes back to see
the past you, the past you will
grow up and do the same thing
that present you did, and this cycle
continues. This creates an eternal
time loop.
These examples concern travelling to the past. Although the
future is time travel too, travelling
to the past is much more complicated and deeper.
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