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Ignorant, foolish, arrogant and 
vacuous, all are words which 
can be used to describe the 45th 
president of the United States, 
Donald Trump. 

Despite his bachelor’s degree 
in economics, Trump has been 
known to refer to global warming 
and climate change as an “expen-
sive hoax”. 

Furthermore, he has falsely 
led himself to believe that global 
warming was created by Chinese 
factory owners in order to create 
a non-competitive manufacturing 
climate between China and U.S. 

Frustration mounts over climate
School survey 
finds support 
for fossil fuel 
restrictions as 
Earth warms 
  
by norA elbAnA

Ever since climate change has 
been deemed an urgent crisis, 
none of the power houses have 
done anything to atone for our 
ancestors’ actions in helping our 
planet die. 

Instead of finding a solution 
they set it aside, saying that it is 
not as urgent as people say it to be. 
Nonetheless, is that what people 
in our society think?

While there are plenty of views 
on this topic, most in our soci-
ety seem to believe that climate 
change is an important situation 
that must be resolved as soon as 
possible. 

Ark Academy science teacher 
Adam Dineen believes that the 
climate crisis is bad and that we 
should do things to fix it.

“I like breathing and being 
alive,” he said. “It shouldn’t 
really be a debate for other people 
either.” 

Dineen said the world should 
be prepared to take drastic action 
to halt warming, adding that the 
need for a stable climate can be 
compared to the need to eat. 

“If you asked other people, 
‘Why do you like eating?’ the 
most obvious answer would be 
that they like eating because it 
keeps them alive.” 

Year 9 student Rahul Pranjivan 
believes climate change is “the 
most important crisis ever.” 

He believes the most efficient 
way to halt climate change is to 
use less fossil fuels and increase 
the use of renewable energy 
resources.

He expressed the belief that 
money and society are fictional 
ideas created by people, and while 
they serve to further political 
issues, they do more damage to 
our community than good. 

This is an idea expressed by the 
book “Sapiens: A Brief History 
of Humankind” by Yuval Noah 
Harari.

Ark Academy English teacher 
Finn Mannerings believes that 
climate change is “something that 
we need to address urgently and 
take responsibility for, since it’s 
the human race’s fault that we let 

As the world’s oceans warm they will expand, flooding coastal towns and cities, and causing the loss of homes and farmland..

Disdainful of science, 
Trump calls crisis a hoax

human greed control us.” 
He feels that the government 

needs to do more to fix climate 
change by taxing the fossil fuel 
companies.

Mannerings also believes that 
a systematic change in politics 
could result in people with power 
coming to realise that they should 
act first, not wait for ordinary citi-
zens to raise alarm about the state 
of the world.

Activists under the Extinction 
Rebellion banner have mounted 
disruptive protests in London.

The Ark Alert asks: What do you 
think our government should do to 
help society with this crisis?

What do you think you can 
do?

This is all regardless of global 
warming being proven true mul-
tiple times by scientists. 

The accumulation of heat in 
the oceans is the strongest piece 
of evidence of the Earth’s rapid 
increase in temperature. 

With global warming proven, 
and an increase in climate change 
protests over the past few years, 
we must examine why we let this 
person, hardly an intellectual, run 
one of the most powerful and 
influential countries. 

Trump does not believe in 
global warming because he is 
ignorant and foolish. At least, 
that is how the world sees him, 

and that is what counts. 
We should not accept his 

absent-minded ideas any longer. 

How can we trust someone who 
doesn’t even believe in one of the 
world’s killers?

speech. However they let her 
be in the public eye for fame, 
money and publicity. 

Would you allow your 
“mentally unstable” daugh-
ter to be open to harsh citi-
zens?

Many adults are furious, 
believing Greta is doing noth-
ing but brainwashing kids 
and giving them a reason to 
miss out on education. 

But she does practise what 
she preaches, as she leaves behind as little as 
possible of her carbon footprint. She has been 
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize, which was 
last won by climate campaigners in 2007. 

President Trump ignores his advisors on many issues. 

Swedish activist Greta Thun-
berg, 16, is known for her 
passionate speeches urging 
young people to make their 
voices heard, writes Wisam 
Eltayeb. 

Initially from “a small 
place” in Sweden, she has 
grown to become an envi-
ronmental activist on climate 
change. Her campaigning has 
gained international attention 
all while living with Asperg-
er’s syndrome, OCD and depression. 

Many criticise the young activist’s parents, 
accusing them of exploiting Greta as she 
has these conditions and cries after every

Hidden force behind Greta’s pleas: her pushy parents



by AkshAinie rAjAn 

The world is in a crisis because of 
climate change. However, instead 
of helping, people are just adding 
fuel to the fire. 

Canada, USA, Russia, Norway 
and Denmark all own a part of the 
Arctic, but all those countries are 
greedy to own more. 

This is because underneath the 
frozen ice lays 15% of the world’s 
natural gas and 30% of the world’s 
coal, which countries are highly 
dependent on. 

Dangerously, many scientists 
don’t know how oil would react 
to freezing cold water if there are 
any spillages. That is also one of 
the many problems; oil can be 
extremely dangerous if it’s spilt 
in the sea, like harming animals 
or causing fires. 

The world is dying, but we are  
too comfortable to bother about it
Opinion
by hAnA AbdelATTi
In the 21st century we have 
become greedier than ever. 

We have created this idea that 
it’s okay to unnaturally breed 
cows, drive vehicles that pollute 
the Earth, and burn trees for our 
personal benefit. 

It’s not. 
The reality is by doing this we 

are demolishing our only home, 
the Earth, with our bare hands. 

This is because when we breed 
cows it means there are more cows 
that release methane, which is a 
greenhouse gas. 

When there are more of them 
there will be more methane in the 
atmosphere. 

To add, when we drive vehi-
cles they release carbon dioxide, 
another greenhouse gas. And 
when we come burn down trees 
carbon dioxide is produced from 
the fire. 

Now you may be wonder-
ing what greenhouse gases are. 
Greenhouse gases are gases that 
act as a barrier from letting heat to 
escape the Earth. The earth warms 
up and increases the climate tem-
perature. 

The sun sends short wave solar 
radiation to the earth which causes 

Political chill in Arctic distracts 
nations from climate emergency

the earth to heat up. The Earth 
sends the heat back out to space 
by long wave infrared radiation. 
However, the greenhouse gas 
layer in the upper atmosphere 
traps the heat and sends it back 
down to earth, causing the earth to 

warm up like a greenhouse. 
Consequently, this is called the 

greenhouse gas effect. 
The greenhouse gas layer is 

becoming increasingly thicker 
because of human activities such 

as unnaturally breeding cows so 
that we can have our own meat to 
feed our greed, or driving vehicles 
because we’re too lazy to look for 
other options than drive, or burn-
ing down trees just so we can get 
more space for our own personal 

benefit, when we could be harm-
ing a habitat for wildlife. 

If we don’t stop, the Earth will 
be scorched or we will die of 
dehydration from droughts. 

We may even get more storms 

and natural disasters because it 
will cause thermal expansion 
(when water heats up it expands) 
of the sea or melting of polar ice 
caps on land (Antarctica is ice 
on land, and it is melting). Both 
would result in flooding. 

Although it is not too late, we 
can still prevent this from hap-
pening by driving fewer cars or 
farming animals less or burning 
fewer trees down, because this 
will result in less greenhouse 
gases in the atmosphere. 

This, and only this, will prevent 
us from being responsible for the 
murder of the Earth.

When there was a spillage in the 
Gulf of Mexico, the accident was 
dealt with safely and swiftly due 
to the accessible services needed 
to get rid of the oil. However, if 
any oil spilt in the Arctic, it could 
deeply affect the ocean. The Earth 
is not a testing ground.

Another problem is the state of 
relationships between countries. 

The United States and Canada 
have a relatively good relation-
ship, and if that is broken they will 
have to deal with consequences 
between them. Canada and the 
US fighting won’t be good for the 
people in North America, and that 
problem would create a different 
situation. 

Another relationship is that of 
the US and Russia. Their experi-
ence of the long, terrible Cold 

  “We’re too lazy to look for options  
other than drive.” 

Deforestation
Rebekah Tate

Deforestation,
Damaging all of creation
Our nation

What’s the point of 
rainforests 
If they’re not going to
exist?
Cattle farming, wood making, 
agriculture, soya beans 
You out here killing all these 
greens
That’s not okay 
Not by my means 

Things live there 
Plants, humans, wildlife
People trying to kill them
And lead them into the 
afterlife 

They don’t have a say 
In whether they can keep 
their homes 
This type of behaviour 
I really don’t condone 

It regulates the climate for 
the entire world 
Absorbing all the CO2 
Our forests are our greatest 
clue
To survival 
What we need to do is stop 
this deforestation.

War shows that rivalry over the 
Arctic could unleash tensions 
from before and create yet another 
war.

All these reasons show how irre-
sponsible and unreasonable gov-
ernments, countries and societies 
are becoming. They are becoming 
ignorant toward the broader picture 
of the Earth and selfish for their 
own income in economy. 

How selfish are they to be fight-
ing over fossil fuels when there 
are more problems in the world 
that urgently need dealing with. 

They are far too concerned with 
their own growth and personal 
gains rather than thinking about 
the effects on the climate. 

The peace and provision of our 
world is the main concern because 
it is plummeting due to the ongo-

ing fight for land.
It is not difficult to ask your-

self whether your interests lie in 
an irreversible worldwide crisis 

that deeply affects every single 
living thing in earth, or a solu-
tion to improving the damaged 
climate.

Welcome to this year’s first issue of The Ark Alert. We will be bring-
ing you the latest news, global issues and topics that interest us 
and affect our school life. 

Following an open call for new members we now have great new 
additions to the team. 

Our researchers and writers are:
Year 10 Monaza Husseini and Anjani Bodha
Year 9 Nora Elbana, Wisam Eltayeb, Hana Abdelatti and 
Grace Bradshaw 
Year 8 Rebekah Tate and Akshainie Rajan.

Our Sixth Form editors are Eashani Ranis, Abit West and 
Sadaf Ali Moghaddam.

russia claims waters off its northern coast.  AP
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