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Always Learning
In and Out of
Ark Academy

Dear Parents/Carers,
A really full on but fabulous autumn
term with respect to the amazing
opportunities our students are able
to access.
A key feature of Ark Academy is,
always learning, and this magazine
demonstrates that this can happen
in many different places and
different ways.
Our house system also contributes
so positively to our school culture
and this term House Drama was no
exception, with scripts written by
students as well as performed by
them. They were all winners in my
book. Our thespian activities
carried on with Year 10 performing
Arts excellent rendition of Romeo
and Juliet in this year’s Shakespeare
Schools’ Festival.
Additionally, our collaboration with
the English National Opera
continues beyond the residency
year, such a fabulous opportunity
to work with professional actors
and singers from the ENO.
Clearly we are also learning
extending our maths knowledge
and understanding in a variety of
settings from school based
competitions to learning about
maths in action and its possibilities
outside of the school walls.
Geography, RE, economics, science
all learned from extended activities
outside school and I can truly say
our students always come up
trumps at such events and
experiences. I am sure all students
and parents will want to thank our
fabulous staff for extending
learning in so many interesting and
exciting ways.

Lest We
Forget
Remembrance Day is a day
of reflection. It allows us to
remember or think about all
those people who are affected
by wars, both in the past and now.
It allows us to think about all those
people who suffer in wars all around
the world. It reminds us how important
it is to work for peace. We wear a poppy
to remember those whose lives have been
affected by wars and active Service. That day is
the 11th November, and the fighting stopped at 11
o’clock in the morning. So at 11 o’clock on the 11th
day of the 11th month of the year we wear a poppy to
think about those men and women. 1500 students fell
silent at Ark Academy on Friday 8th November to respect
the dead and wounded of two world wars and later conflicts.
The silence ended with a moving rendition of the Last Post.
Mrs Smith, Primary Head Mr Watkins, Head Boy Marvyne Ouraga
and Head Girls Joana Hoxha and Beheshta Harghandiwal were
joined by army veteran Shaun Campbell of the Brent branch of the
British Legion in laying wreaths at the Ark Academy memorial garden.
Assemblies throughout the week, leading up to this service, were led
by Mr Foster who engaged students with the history and symbolism
of the poppy along with the opportunity to reflect on how we as a
diverse community at Ark Academy have been and continue to be
affected by the many conflicts around the globe.

Mr O’Carroll

Finally, I am very proud of the
recognition of our citizenship in
action (North London Citizens) with
the award from the Mayor of
London for building stronger
communities.
Have a lovely Christmas and
happy holidays

Delia Smith OBE
Principal of Ark Academy

Students in all year groups
were provided with an excellent
assembly from our very own
Year 11, 12 and 13 students to

celebrate Black History Month.
The collection of spoken word,
poetry, music, song and dance
truly was a celebration of culture
and history. The students spoke
with passion and bravery about
challenging times throughout
history but left the audience with
hope for the future. Students
came together to write their own
lyrics to a Beyonce song and
choreograph their own cultural

dance. Sixth form students have
led on this assembly over the
past few years…with the feedback
this year being that ‘this was the
best one yet’. Congratulations
and well done to all involved with
a special mention to Plamadie
Mushet and Serena Ferreira for
leading your incredible team!

Mr O’Carroll
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European
Day of
Languages

Once again the MFL department put
on a range of activities to celebrate the
annual European Day of Languages,
and more widely, the cosmopolitan
linguistic and cultural community of Ark
Academy.
Following on from the success of the
taster sessions last year, at lunchtime
Y7 pupils had the opportunity to get
to grips with the basics of Russian and
Latin, both of which proved extremely
popular. Ms Kelly’s Russian taster
session was standing room only, with
well-over 35 students keen to explore
this new language! Mr Hill’s introduction
to Latin also proved to be a hit, as he
now has a cohort of regular learners
attending his Latin enrichment club.
We also celebrated the creative side of
language learning, as Ms Figueroa ran
a high-energy Spanish karaoke session
where pupils honed their pronunciation

and had some fun at the same time.
To continue the conversations about
languages and cultures throughout
the week, the canteen served food
from France, Spain, Germany, Italy,
and Russia each day. As the menu was
written in the respective language,
pupils had to apply their learning to a
real context whilst also sampling tasty
dishes from around Europe.
Finally, to raise pupils’ awareness of the
importance and impact of language
learning, form tutors delivered a quiz
as part of their Beyond Ark tutor time
sessions, with house points awarded in
each year group. Some forms showed
sharp insights into the way the world
around them is shaped by different
languages, and we hope that the
week has been an eye-opener for our
students into the importance of MFL
outside of the classroom.

Mr Neill

Oh là là - What a treat!
35 pupils from Year 9 and Year 10
had the chance to spend 4 days
in France in November.
We arrived in France on Friday
and enjoyed a sunny coach
journey from Calais to our
accommodation near Paris. We
were staying at the Chateau de
Grande Romaine, which was
where the Brazilian football team
stayed during the FIFA World Cup
in 1998 – we did feel special.
On Saturday, after a boat trip on
the river Seine which allowed us
to discover many of Paris’ most
famous monuments (Louvre
museum, Notre-Dame Cathedral,
Pont-Neuf – which despite being
called ‘new bridge’ is the oldest
standing bridge across the river),
we had a picnic at the feet of
the Eiffel tower. Many of us then
walked up the 328 steps of the
tower to reach the first floor and
some even climbed up to the
second floor! Afterward, we spent
a few hours in Montmartre where
we saw La basilique du Sacré

Cœur. We visited the small town
of Brie-Comte-Robert on Sunday.
We saw the local market and did
some shopping for souvenirs and
food there, or at the hypermarket
afterwards.
‘La cerise sur le gâteau’ was the
last day at Disneyland Paris. It
was of course magical, and all
students and teachers had an
incredible day which ended with
the Disney Parade and fireworks.
We were ready to head back to
Wembley to share these fantastic
memories.
Ms Bouquin
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The school’s North London Citizens team won an award
from the Mayor of London for their work on inadequate
housing and the London Living Wage.

Model
United
Nations
Conference
Reflection
In November five of our Year 11
students represented our school
at the London International
Model United Nations High school
conference (LIMUN).
Model United Nations (MUN) is a
stimulation of the United Nations
where individuals present them
themselves as delegates who
represent an assigned state. It
furthers understanding on current
political affairs, international
relations and diplomacy. In addition
to this it provides the opportunity
to improve confidence and public
speaking.
The two-day conference was held
at King’s college University and
began with the opening ceremony
featuring speeches from Ms
Rossella Pagiluchi- Lor the United
Kingdom’s representative to the
UNHCR and Professor Funmi
Olonisakin a Professor of Security,
Leadership and Development at
Kings College London.

They received a Building Stronger Communities award
for volunteers from Sadiq Khan at City Hall. Two other
groups were also named winners.
“The awards recognise exceptional Londoners who are
committed to making the city a better place,” Khan said.
The team was not present at the late evening ceremony.
We were nominated by WE.org, a Canadian social
activism charity, which has used our work on the Living
Wage as a model for other schools to follow.
The mayor’s citation reads:

Mr Wanklyn
about it, especially being around
delegates who had done it for
3 times now and were far more
experienced than me, there was an
overwhelming amount of heated
debates on resolutions, but on
the second day I was much more
confident and got to make new
friends who were all very kind and
supportive”.
Hadeal Abdelatti represented
Palestine in the legal committee,
she said “ I enjoy MUN conferences,
not just for the opportunity to meet
and debate with people from all
over the world, but because they
give young people the opportunity
to discuss relevant political issues
whilst enhancing our negotiation
and diplomacy skills. The debate
was extremely insightful and fruitful,
I particularly enjoyed my topic ‘the
right to self-determination and
secession under international law’

as I have a particular interest in law
and how it shapes the world we live
in’.
Debates finished on Sunday 24th
November which lead to the closing
ceremony where delegates could
win awards for their performance
during committee sessions. 3 of our
students received awards for their
overall contribution to discussion,
Shreyasi Srivastava received the
‘highly commended delegate’
award. Adriarna Clarke and Hadeal
Abdelatti both received the ‘most
distinguished delegate’ awards.
After the conference had finished
Adriarna Clarke said that ‘By the
end of the conference I had not
only gained a sense of fulfilment
along with the most distinguished
delegate award, but a resurgence
of lost confidence and the desire to
debate some more.’

After that opening ceremony,
committee sessions began.
Our students were involved
in committees varying from
SOCHUM to SPECPOL, representing
countries such as the Indonesia
and discussing topics ranging from
‘Protecting the rights of Indigenous
people’ to ‘ Addressing a post-2048
Antarctica’.
Shreyasi Srivastava represented
South Africa in UN Women, she said
“It was my first time participating
in MUN and I was pretty nervous

Hadeal Abdelatti, Y11

Mayor honours
Ark Academy’s
social activists
The school’s North London Citizens team on Monday
won an award from the Mayor of London for their work
on inadequate housing and the London Living Wage.
They received a Building Stronger Communities award
for volunteers from Sadiq Khan at City Hall. Two other
groups were also named winners.
“The awards recognise exceptional Londoners who
are committed to making the city a better place,” Khan
said. The team was not present at the late evening
ceremony.

Charity
Champions

We were nominated by WE.org, a Canadian social
activism charity, which has used our work on the Living
Wage as a model for other schools to follow.
Friday 22nd November saw the
culmination of a whole terms
work for our Year 8 pupils.
Since the beginning of term,
they have all been involved in
the highly inspirational First
Give programme; a programme
designed to harness the pupil’s
tenacity and talents to improve
our local community. Each form
group spent time meticulously
researching local charities before
deciding on which one they
wanted to support. From this
point on it was all about social

“North London Citizens, Ark Academy (Brent) –
This group of teachers, parents and students work
together to improve relationships between adults
and children in school, tackle issues that affect
classroom performance (such as living conditions)
and empower school members to take action
together for change. They have lobbied council
leaders and MPs and received messages of support
from the Police as well as national newspapers.”
Please congratulate the current Year 11, 9 and 8s who
took part in NLC last year.
The mayor’s citation reads:
“North London Citizens, Ark Academy (Brent)– This
group of teachers, parents and students work together
to improve relationships between adults and children in
school, tackle issues that affect classroom performance
(such as living conditions) and empower school
members to take action together for change. They
have lobbied council leaders and MPs and received
messages of support from the Police as well as national
newspapers.”
Please congratulate the current Year 11, 9 and 8s who
took part in NLC last year.
Alastair

action; with pupil’s organising a
range of activities to raise both
awareness and much-needed
funds for their chosen charities.
We had a flurry of bake sales
along with novel ideas such as
crossbar challenges, badminton
competitions along with silent
marches and some forms
presenting mini presentations
to older year groups [well done
them!!]. All in all the pupils did
a fantastic job and all of the
charities supported will receive
some money. The First Give

programme ends with a grand
final where a team of pupils from
each form present their social
action to a panel of five judges;
all hoping to win the grand prize
of £1000 for their chosen charity.
The final was hotly contested with
all those present unsure about
who would walk away with the
prize. In the end the prize went to
the team from 8Krugar and their
chosen charity; Victim Support.
Congratulations to all involved!

Mr O’Carroll
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Dear Parents/Carers,
Another term has flown by and I
find myself marvelling at what the
children have experienced and
achieved in the space of a term.
Across the school: the year 5
children have been to the Primary
Proms at the Albert Hall; year 6
children braved the cold on their
residential visit to Woodrow High
House; year 4’s have visited a
“Living Rainforest”; the football
team have played their first
matches of the season; year 1 have
spent the day as a Superhero; year
3 have spent a day in the Stone
Age; year 2 have visited Wembley
Stadium; lots of us have got muddy
at Fryent Park and much, much
more. We are very proud of what
our children do beyond the main
curriculum and how learning is
brought to life by our staff and the
families in our community.
We are also the proud winners of
a national award for computing
from Discovery Education, due to
the enthusiasm and creativity of
the children in the school.
We are looking forward to all of
our Christmas events and hope to
raise even more money. This year,
we have spent £2000 of our funds
raised last year on restocking our
school library with quality texts
and buying new equipment for the
nursery playground. We are
delighted with our brand new, fully
refurbished and redesigned
Reception and Key Stage 2
playground and I for one am taking
great pride in seeing the children
making the most of their new
outdoor learning environments.
We have also raised over £500 for
Children In Need. Thank-you to
everyone that has contributed.
Wishing you a Happy Christmas!

Peter Watkins
Primary Headteacher

Local
Splendour

2019 Coding Gold Cup Winners
The Year 1 classes enjoyed their first trip to Wembley Stadium.
They learned about ‘Our Local Area’ in their topic lesson and
looked at the key attractions Wembley has to offer. They were
delighted to explore and learn about Wembley’s most popular
attraction, Wembley Stadium. They learned about the stadium’s
history and all of the teams and countries which have played in
the stadium before. They also got to see the trophies and got
pictures with the jerseys. Both classes seemed to have the most
fun pretending to be football players entering the pitch. It was a
great experience had by all.

We are the proud winners of
a national coding award from
Discovery Education!
Our pupils logged more hours
and designed more code than any
other school in the country and
we have been recognised with an

award. In the photo, you can see
some of our coding superstars
posing with the certificate. The
children have thoroughly enjoyed
using Espresso Coding, as seen
by the sheer amount of time that
they have spent on it.
There is no doubt that these skills

will equip them for life and jobs
in the future; the ability to code
is already seen as a valuable and
desirable life skill.
I am delighted that their
enthusiasm and hard work has
been recognised by this award.

Miss Tracey

Spelling Bee

On Tuesday 12th November,
KS2 gathered in houses to watch
the LKS2 Spelling Bee. Their
best spellers put their skills to the test, spelling words such ‘psychology’,
‘ambitious’ and ‘language’ accurately! So much courage! On Wednesday
13th November, KS1 also gathered to watch their best spellers in action.
They spelt words such as ‘pleasure’, ‘frightened’ and ‘thought’ with ease!
At both spelling bees the audience were fantastic at supporting their
team member by cheering and by being silent whilst they tried to spell
their word, showing Civitas one of our core values! A huge well done must
be given to all the competitors as they all showed Civitas, Participation,
Persistence and Excellence.
The winner of the
LKS2 Spelling Bee
was Goldsmiths and
in KS1 Nottingham.
However, the house
with the most
points overall was…
Goldsmiths!
Well done to
everyone and we
are looking forward
to the next one!

Primary School Parliament members
visited the Houses of Parliament in
Westminster. Before the tour, we
watched a 360-degree film which
showed the key events of the history
of Parliament. During our tour of the
Houses of Parliament, we saw the
House of Commons and House of Lords
debating chambers, where important
decisions are made about the laws and
policies of England.
When the children were asked what
rule they would like to create, they
said that they would like to fine people
£100 for littering. It was clear that
keeping our environment green was
at the forefront of the student’s minds.
One of the Year 2 students, Anay had
brushed up on his political knowledge
and was able to name several of the
political parties. Well done, Ane! Our
tour finished in Westminster Hall, which
dates back to the 11th century!

Ms Tracey & Ms Nabeshima
Ms Daley-Murray

Broadening our Skills
I am proud to say that Ark
Academy gives great value to
enrichment running alongside
formal academic studies.
Every Friday afternoon, teachers
and teaching assistants lead
enrichment groups that cover a
wide range of activities. We can see
the children saying bonjourno and
cooking pasta in Mrs Cakeys Italian
club. Ms Willams and Ms Witter
give the kids a run for their money
in their physical activity enrichment
sessions. The great orators of the
future hone their skills in debating
and the stars of the future take
part in singing. There is a whole
range of art and design sessions
that bring out children’s inner
creativity and much more.
A broad and rounded experience
not only brings enjoyment to all
but helps us and the children
identify their strengths and talents.
Long may it continue.

PRIMARY
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Exhilarating Science Trip

‘’What a fun day!
Those experimen
ts
were mind-blowin
g.
I want to be a
scientist.’’
Aarya

Poetry
SlaM

‘’I want to
go back.’’
Pedro

For national poetry day, we had the pleasure
of having poet Rob Bradley join us for a day of
workshops. Rob Bradley is a rapper, poet and
songwriter. He has performed all over the world and
is even a freestyle rap world champion.

On the 19th November all the
Year 3 pupils went on a fantastic
trip to the Science Museum. We
wanted them to have the best
experiences that linked to our
topic in Science for the Autumn
Term - ‘’Forces and magnets’’.

There, the pupils enjoyed
a workshop, where they
witnessed different experiments
involving the Forces: Friction;
Air Resistance and Magnets. All
these experiments have built on
the children’s previous learning
from our Science lessons.

Furthermore, it was an exciting
time for them to walk around
the museum and visit other
exhibitions. Overall, it was an
awesome day for everyone and
most importantly, the pupils.
They are already looking forward
to the next trip.

Rob Bradley was on hand during break and lunch
time to talk to aspiring poets and performers about
his journey to becoming a poet and also about his
involvement with ted talk.

Ms Mathe

Black History
Month
Black History Month has been
celebrated across the globe
every October since 1987. It is
an opportunity to remember
and celebrate important people
from the past and also those who
contributed to and helped shape
our society today.

Ms Hughes

Across the school, assemblies,
presentations and other learning

This year’s Slam was an intense tournament, with over 50
students from years 7 – 11 auditioning for a place. We then
whittled it down to the top 12 and they battled it out for
house points. The judges faced a hard task in choosing the
winner as acts ranged from emotional to humorous, and
covered a diverse range of topics – including family, race
and identity! The final results were as follows:

opportunities took place throughout
October, in celebration of this event.
In Year 6, Black History and the Civil
Rights movement were the focus of
our Humanities learning. Students
learnt about significant figures in
Black History, including: Rosa Parks,
Ruby Bridges and Martin Luther
King and took part in a poetry
recital, presenting their Civil Rights
themed poems to parents. Later
this term, Year 6 students will take
part in an African Mask and Dance
workshop to continue their learning
and celebrations of Black History
and culture.

1st -Ruth Mowarin Y11 - 500pts
2nd -Yasmin Carter Y9 - 250pts
joined 3rd -Mustafa Ali Y11 - 150pts
joined 3rd - Nesrine Bachali Y11 - 150pts
An enormous congratulations to everyone who
performed, especially to the winners, and many thanks
to all staff involved. A huge and heartfelt thank you to
everyone who helped to the slam a huge success!
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Ms Green

HOUSE DRAMA
Socrates house played out the Pantomime
of Peter Pan written and directed by Hamza
Arybou in Year 11.
Victoria De Oliveria took a lead role on the
production with Hamza with both playing
star roles as Peter and Wendy. Multitalented Hana Abdelatti gave a brilliant
show as Tinkerbell with Jahlik Stephenson
following up with a great performance
engaging the crowd as Captain Hook. New
recruits Omari Abodah, Trecey Tegah
and Davina Baffour enjoyed roles in their
first House play and executed it all with
absolute professionalism.

the English National Opera
each house truly captured the
Thisyear’sHouseDramawason
star judge Tanja Pagnuco for
Pantomime spirit. There was a
the joyful topic of Pantomime
being an amazing judge and
vast array of set and colourful
with performances of acting,
awarding Socrates House as
costumes which all are part of
singing and dancing. What
the 2019/2020 winners.
the judging process in House
made this year’s competition
Drama and accumulate house
so wonderful was the audience
points. I would like to thank
participation and the way

Newton house captured the audience
with their rendition of Aladdin. With
students from Years 7 to 12 involved in
making the Arabian Night romance come
alive with the magic of the Genie.
Luana was hilarious as Jasmine falling
madly in love with her Aladdin played by
Bathseba. The dedication of the Year 7
students were fantastic and I really hope
they continue to be part of house events
throughout the year. Ismail and Ilyas were
the perfect duo as the villain Jafar and
his evil sidekick. The musical numbers
led by Iman were captivating and very
entertaining bringing Newton House in at
second place.

All participants were exceptional and set
design led by Kylah Georgiou rounded off
a very good performance.

The performance put on by Curie house
was truly memorable. The script was
inspired by the imagination of Adithi in Year
8 and went through a magical kingdom...
not the one you know.
We met Little Red Riding Hood, three
little pigs and a Big Bad Wolf who entered
and made the audience boo and hiss.
Then to Jack from Jack & the beanstalk, a
pantomime cow two charming princes a
wicked witch Sleeping Beauty and Snow
Somalia.
They all got caught up as little red riding
hood journeyed to her grandma’s house.
Grandma, played by Jayden was truly
memorable he tried to bake a cake with
help from an assistant who was insistent
on making puns. Grandma was outraged
by the terrible jokes and poured eggs, flour
and cream all over her assistant! The crowd
shrieked with delight!

Plato house stormed the stage with their
version of Snow White.
The debut script from Jestina Steer and
Berlyn Jesen-Wallace exuded energy,
frivolity and joy that wowed both judges
and students alike. The modern twist
on a classic was a comedy of errors that
showcased great talent both on and off the
stage. Costumes made by students in Year
9 and Year 7 mirrored the characterisation
of the stock characters we love and know.
Victoria Reis-Scarabelli in Year 8 impressed
as Snow White and Ali Ali in Year 9 showed
his dark side as Queen Griselda.
Let’s not pretend this is ‘all behind them’
– this is talent that we are excited to see
again next year!

DRAMA
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Alex Mcleod, our trainee mentor, lives a dual
existence as one of the Big Bosses at the BBC. Ms
Mcleod very kindly organised an access all areas visit
to the live recording of It Takes Two, presented by
Zoe Ball. The children who visited had a fantastic
evening, including being taught some steps by Ian
Waite in the greenroom backstage. As well as getting
to play with the effects and musical elements, the
girls also practiced operating the cameras prior to
the live broadcast. Guests included Karim from CBBC
and Honey from EastEnders. Thank you Ms Mcleod,
from Grace, Munira, Meryam and Nesrine

London
Coliseum Stars

Ms Sharp

Following on from the successful partnership throughout
last year with the English National Opera, Ark Academy
students from year 10 and 11 took part in a three-day
workshop during half term, focusing on music and themes
from Orpheus in the Underworld, which is currently on
at the London Coliseum in the West End. During the
session students worked with professional actors, singers,
musicians, lighting and sound engineers to write a version

of the tale of Orpheus from their own perspective. They
first of all performed the result to parents and friends at
the school, and then were given the exciting opportunity
to perform a week later on the stage of the London
Coliseum to a packed audience, who had come to see the
opera. The song they performed was one that was written
by themselves about censorship, and they performed with
world famous baritone Njabulo Madlala.

Mr Edmondson

Romeo and Juliet

Kick Starting Our Choir

In November, Year 10 were extremely excited to perform Romeo
and Juliet at the Arts Depot to an audience of 150+ people.

10 of our choir members visited Cecil Sharp
House to participate in the ‘Kick Start Your
Choir’ event. The pupils took part in rehearsals
where they worked with others from different
Ark schools on songs including ‘High Hopes’
by Panic at the Disco; the girls conducted
themselves brilliantly during these rehearsals
and learnt lots of techniques to come back to
choir with!

The performance started with a striking physical movement piece,
moving through the prologue of this timeless tragedy. In the dim
blue light, the cast created the perfect atmosphere for this story.
The cast were commended for their fantastic ensemble work and
great stage presence. Throughout the show, pupils worked very well
together and moved very confidently on stage. The party scene of
the Capulets house was executed with such poise and precision as
pupils moved in slow motion as Romeo and Juliet met.

They also took part in a composition workshop
with great enthusiasm and participated by
putting individual ideas forward.
The day concluded with an informal concert,
it was wonderful to hear what had been
produced with just one day of rehearsals and
the pupils are looking forward to the next
event in February!
Ms Mauger

Another powerful moment, was when the whole cast echoed
Romeo and Juliet’s words, when they met on the balcony. Through
the use of movement, the cast were able to make Shakespeare’s
words even more poetic. The cast built the arch of the story very
clearly and executed the death of these young lovers with maturity
and sensitivity. It was really moving to watch.
Ms Needham

Congratulation to Year 10 GCSE Performing Arts class for
successfully delivering a bold and elegant performance of
THE
Romeo and Juliet at the Shakespeare’s Schools Festival.

ARTS
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Maths Treasure Hunt
The great maths Treasure hunt
made its debut at ARK this
Wednesday and proved to be
a hit!
It was wonderful to see so
many students dashing across
the sports hall in search of
answers to complete the quest
for treasure.
The year 7’s were excitedly
solving equations and
simplifying expressions whilst
the year 8’s realised they had
the advantage of being able
to find nth term and did all
three tasks. Persistence merits
were given to Dawood Galili,
Lokman Cherfi and Youness
Rashidy for this. It also gave
an opportunity for students

to work with other members
in their house that are not
in their classes and one in
particular stood out for Ms
Rees was Ali Mahdi he will
be recognised as a gold for
embodying civitas. Shout out
to all the year 7’s who showed
real persistence and resilience
and Dhawani Patel Shagira
Selathiri and completed two
treasure hunts.
Well done to all participants,
it brought out the best in our
students and the pictures
convey a truth that we are a
truly a school that really love
their maths!!
Congratulations to Curie..

Ms Ahmad

M AT H S

Creative Choices
On 20th November, a group of ten
Year 9 students had the opportunity to
attend a day at the National Theatre for
a Creative Choices Day.

2nd - Scorates - 250pts
3rd - Plato - 100pts
4th - Newton - 50pts

Gelosia

Year 12 maths students enjoyed their trip to Westminster
to learn about maths in action. Here is what one student
had to say:

Maths in Action KS5

What I enjoyed most about the trip was Simon Singh’s
talk which really intrigued me and encouraged me to do
further reading into the subject. I also enjoyed the walk we
had the start, it was a good opportunity to relax and enjoy
the time with my peers. The trip also taught me about
Fermat’s last theorem and other things like how the Media
fails to show us real statistics. The trip also gave me the
chance to understand that maths is not a straight road,
but rather a journey in darkness until we reach the light. It
would be great to have more opportunities like this.

1st - Socrates - 500pts
2nd - Plato - 250pts
joined 3rd - Curie - 100pts
Humayrah Amod, Y12

Our eyes were opened to the many job
roles in the theatre other than acting. We
were let in on secrets about how special
effects are created on stage; knives with
pockets of blood inside ready to be
spurted out and edible vomit pouches.

1st - Curie - 500pts

joined 3rd - Newton - 100pts

The Gelosia shootout
was back and better than
ever with a record turn
out. The sixth form hall
was full of students of all
ages answering difficult
multiplication questions.
Some were even doing
a ten digit number
multiplied by a ten digit
number. It took lots of
calculations and every
house did their best.
The team who clinched
the top spot won with
a strategy of answering
lots of the big questions.
Well done to Socrates
who seized the top
spot beating last years
winners Plato house, who
were a worthy second.
The Socrates students
and
teachers
were
thrilled especially Ms
Kashi, pictured.

Mr Skehel

We found out about the intricacies of
designing, installing and coordinating
lighting and sounds. During a tour of
the costume department we discovered
that there is even the role of being
a professional shopper, this person
searches high-street shops, antiques
shops and online to find the prefect
props and costume materials.
A highlight of the day was a virtual
reality experiences where students
experienced theatre in a completely
new format. Our students were really
enjoyed the day, asked loads of
questions and got involved as much as
possible. An organiser from the National
Theatre commented on what a great and
engaged group they were!

Ms Rees
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As Christmas approaches, we can
look back at a really exciting first
term for our new Y12s and our Y13s
applying to UCAS as they plan their
futures post Ark Academy!

Burette Skills

Led by Ms Rogers, the Y12s started
sixth form with enthusiasm right
from the beginning, attacking the
climbs at Go Ape, helping each other
and making new friends. One term
on, it is lovely to see how everyone
has integrated and stepped up to the
independence and responsibilities of
sixth form.
Black History Month gave the
opportunity for the sixth formers to
deliver assemblies for the rest of the
school, definitely more interesting
than most teacher led ones! As our
Y11s start to focus on their exams
and making their decisions about
their future, our largest ever cohort
of Y12s mentors have been meeting
with them weekly to help them with
their revision strategies, advice and
support.
Y13 has now almost completed their
UCAS applications with dedicated
support from Ms Iliffe, Mr Wanklin
and their tutors. We have our
highest number of invitations for
interview at Oxbridge and have
our fingers crossed for the results
in January. University isn’t the only
route and almost 40 Y13s showed
how professional they are when they
networked at the Ark Apprenticeship
event at Google’s headquarters.
While there is an increased focus
on preparing for exams, so has
the importance of balance, with
interesting discussions in both tutor
time and in briefing. A special shout
out to Momin for his talk on Men’s
Health.
Finally, I’d like to thank everyone
who has made my first term at
Ark so welcoming. Ms Johnson
for organising us all, not just the
students. Ms Rogers for making sure
everyone is given the support they
need to succeed and the tireless Ms
Iliffe for making sure everyone has
the opportunity to progress.

The Y12 PP Science group had the
opportunity to spend a morning at
the labs of the London South Bank
University. As part of their course
they spend time at laboratories at
universities to gain the experience and
skills needed to work as professional
scientists. Under the direction of
the Professor of Food technology
they carried out multiple titrations
to measure the acidity of a sample
of gastric acid. As well as having to
accurately use the equipment to work
out the volume of alkali required to
neutralise a sample of acid, they then
applied their theoretical knowledge of
chemistry and molar concentrations to
calculate the Ph of the gastric acid.
Everyone did an excellent job on both
parts of the exercise with many in
the class achieving an answer with an
error of less than 1% which is really
impressive when completing a complex
experiment like this.

Mr Gilchrist

Forty-one Year 12 and 13 students enjoyed a fantastic
trip to the Google Academy, Victoria. The offices
themselves are very striking, as they have been
designed to look like a beach- complete with giant
deckchairs, beach huts and table tennis tables.

Eye-Opening Experience
On Monday 18th November the
Ark Academy Year 13 economists
arrived at the imposing new
offices of Goldman Sachs. We
walked into a phenomenal new
conference room with over 200
other students all equipped with
a microphone, it felt like we were
delegates in the UN.
The opening talks explained
the structure of Goldman Sachs
as a business and our eyes
were opened to the vast array
or roles in the firm. We also
discovered the opportunities
available to us, such as the high
level apprenticeships that we
can apply to straight out of Ark
Academy. What was interesting is
finding out all the other students
were incredible informed and
already applying to internships
and work experience. We were

treated to a beautiful spread
over a networking lunch where
we met both young people in
their early stages of their careers
and directors and partners who
have more experience. The
afternoon focused on strategies
when on the trading floor, using
the example of buying and selling
concert tickets.
Finally we worked on our
sense of self, and building a a
positive authentic brand. We
identified that in the professional
environment if we don't take
control of the narrative about us,
then others will fill in the blanks.
We reflected on what impression
we want to make and took turns
delivering an elevator pitch selling
ourselves. We had a fantastic day
learning about our competition
and how to get ahead of them.

Miss Russell

In the sixth Annual Bake off, staff and sixth
form students competed to bake the best
meringue pie! Citrus fruits of all kinds were
available to bakers to inspire their creativity,
with a few additions that would potentially
throw them off.
Some 70+ eggs later, our master judges,
Ms Ozeke (pie-lover) and Ms Kashi (Ark’s own
professional baker) expertly tasted their way
through a variety of lovingly crafted pies.
There were a few soggy bottoms and a lot
of uncooked meringue, but in true Ark-style,
everyone was laughing and smiling following
another fantastic Bake Off.

The professor and the lab technician
both commented on the maturity and
expertise of our students. Well done all!

Have a relaxing and
happy break.
Tim Gilchrist
Director of Sixth Form

Apprenticeship Expo
at Google Academy

Once there, we were greeted by 12 of the top-100
apprenticeships companies in the UK (e.g. M&S,
Deloitte, BA). Students were put in small groups and
then rotated round to hear about apprenticeships
that linked with their interests and future career plans.
Our students were impeccably behaved
and worked hard to make an
excellent impression on
these potential employers.
A particular highlight was
seeing Hasiba (an Ark
alumna) who is currently
completing her Level 6
economics degree with
Ofcom and was their
ambassador for the day.

Ms Butler

Alumni Evening

After three rotations, students were able to network
freely over some excellent burger and chips. Many
Ark students took the opportunity to get contact
details from employers they thought might be
useful in future.
All in all, it was a fantastic opportunity to see the
breadth of opportunity open to students when it
comes to apprenticeships and it educated us all on
the rigorous selection processes that apply.

Miss Iliffe

At the beginning of term, the sixth form kicked off
its enrichment activities with our annual Alumni
Evening. 30 of our Alumni came back to share
their experiences with the existing sixth form. We
had students from all of the years since the sixth
form was launched who were able to give the
benefit of their experience at university over that
last 3 years. After socialising and networking for
an hour the students had the opportunity to hear
a talk on the changing nature of communications
by Mark Curtis one of the founders of Fjord, the
world’s largest digital design agency. At the end of
the talk there were a number of really interesting
questions and discussions. Mr Bilal also managed
to get Mr Curtis to commit to come back and talk
to his business students, it is all about networking!
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Local Worship
were very resilient and
continued working like
TRUE GEOGRAPHERS. They
communicated information
about their research and asked
questions very confidently
to members of the public.
It was wonderful to see our
students get a great insight
about regeneration in London

Year 11 GCSE enthusiastic
Geographers, the Geography
Department and 3 LSAs visited
London Docklands to carry
out research for their human
fieldwork. This trip enabled
students to research about
regeneration and whether it
has been a success in London
Docklands.

Docklands through collecting
primary data.
As a department, we are
extremely impressed with
the cohort’s engagement,
teamwork, resilience,
behaviour and persistence!
Ms Shah

To complete their research,
students visited 4 different
sites. At these sites students
had to carry out various data
collection methods to help
gather data. The methods
included: field sketches,
questionnaires, Environmental
Quality Surveys and pedestrian
counts.

Regeneration Research

Despite the ‘torrential’ rain,
the ‘Young Geographers’

said ‘the lecture was so
interesting and it has
made me really excited for
university”.
The second discussed
whether the actions of
groups such as Extinction
Rebellion can help
force political leaders
to reduce our impact
on climate change.
This lecture was a live
debate with 3 panellists
that included; Ed
Millband, James Murray
and Farhana Yamin
seeing members of
the audience challenge
them on topics such as
renewable energy and
corporate responsibility.
The debate has already started, in
the class, as to whether we should
strike next September (sorry Mrs
Smith).

A Taste of Uni Life
This term, the Year 12 Geographers
attended two interesting and high
level lectures at the London School
of Economics.
The first was by Erion Veliaj who is
the mayor of Tirana, Albania, and
the work he has done to plan a city
that is suitable and sustainable for
the city’s population. There was a
particular focus on building a city
that welcomes and accommodates
the children of the city. Karina Luca

Enriching
Enrichment Trip
Twenty Year 8 students and
three Sixth Form Geographers
got the chance to visit the
Museum of London to explore
the ‘Secret Rivers’ Exhibition.
This trip was based on what
students will learn in Summer
1. Having visited the museum
and exhibition, enabled
students to discovers not only
how London’s landscape has
changed but how rivers have
changed over time.

The Year 7 students really enjoyed
visiting the two churches; one
Anglican and one Catholic and this
will feed into their lessons over
next half term as they compare
and
contrast
the
similarities
and differences between the
ways people worship in our local
community. They asked great
questions and enjoyed looking
at the artefacts they had studied
in class in “real life”. A particular
highlight was being able to have a
go at bell-ringing!
The vicar from the Church of the
Ascension sent this in response to
the visit: “It was such a joy to host
your trip to The Ascension this
morning. What a delightful group
of students they were, attentive and
eager to ask good question as well.
I was impressed! The adults, not
sure if they were all teachers, who
attended with them were helpful
and encouraging. I had a great time,
I hope they all did as well.”

Crime and
Punishment
Twenty Year 11 students had the
opportunity this week to go to a
mini-conference about Crime and
Punishment at St Paul’s Cathedral.
They heard expert speakers talk
about issues surrounding prison
reform, probation, forgiveness
and Christian and Muslim
responses to these issues. You
could have heard a pin drop when
Mary Foley told the story of her

On Wednesday 13th November
the whole of Year 11 were visited
by the Street Pastors and the Brent
Outreach Educational Network. As
a named charity on the RE GCSE
specification who best to learn
from about what they do than the
Street Pastors themselves?
They told interesting and inspirational stories about the work
they do late at night helping those who are a bit worse for wear
on a night out; providing water, snacks, flip flops, lollies and a
listening ear to anyone who needs help.
The highlight for many Year 11s
was when one of the visitors
told his testimony of rising
above some challenges in his
own youth and rapped about
overcoming these, getting
them to come and join him on
the stage. The highlight for us
was seeing year 11 talk about
how practically they could help
people in the local community
themselves.

teenage daughter’s murder and
her choice to forgive the girl who
committed it. Monera was brave
enough to put her hand up and
ask an insightful question about
the role of parents in helping to
educate children to avoid crime.
After the event they were able to
venture up all 528 steps, including
spiral staircases that just kept on
coming, to the top of the dome!
Despite a few hesitant climbers
they all admitted the view over
London from the top was worth it,
one even describing it as “a once

in a lifetime opportunity”. Their
exclamations whilst spotting
sights all over London was a joy to
see. A number of the students who
came had never ventured inside a
church before, and so what a great
first one to experience; St Paul’s is
an extraordinary place and all of
them were in awe of the spaces
inside the Cathedral that they
walked through and explored.
The students were a credit to Ark
Academy throughout the day.
Ms Macivor & Ms Maundrell

The students were very
intrigued and wanted to learn
new things as well as broaden
their knowledge on the
topic. They were all very well
behaved and civitas!

Both experiences have given
students a real glimpse into what it
is like to attend a top Russell Group
university and it has inspired them
to aim high when it comes to their
UCAS applications.
Ms Tamburello

Ms Shah
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Girls Football
Girl’s football continues to grow at Ark
Academy. We are currently working alongside
the FA and Youth Sport Trust to take part in
the ‘Game of Our Own Project’. We have three Ark
Academy pupils working to help raise the profile of girl’s
football across Brent.

Football
Year 7 & 8 Boys
Football
Ark Academy can celebrate a great football
term with over 10 fixtures taking place across
Year 7 & 8. Gaining a place in the team has never
been harder as participation from both year groups
has been at an all-time high. Excellence is also at an
all-time high has many students have developed
their football skills and knowledge through their
commitment to training and keenness to attend
fixtures. With Monday Training and Fun football
Friday’s the year 7 & 8 teams are set to get
stronger and stronger as the season
continues and build the foundations
for success in future years.

Congratulations to Noelanni [Yr10], Victoria [Yr8] &
Rebekah [Yr8] who all attended the Game of Our
Own training programme and are now qualified as
girl’s football activators. Our activators organised
a brilliant house football event getting 30+ girls to
attend to have fun with their friends playing football
for their house. Plato house was crowned the
winners and Daniella (Y7) was awarded Player
of the Tournament for scoring some
unbelievable goals and for scoring
the most goals!

Basketball

Therefore, in preparation
for basketball season we
entered our pupils into
the London Basketball
Academy Tournament
which took place at Crest
Academy. Schools from across
Brent competed over a week in the
competition. The winning teams progressed to
represent Brent at the London Youth Games.

I am pleased to say that we returned with three
trophies for the Ark Academy cabinet!
U’16 Girls finished in 1st Place! They were
unbeaten and inevitably, the girls are now
the Brent Representatives in the London
Youth Games 2020! Stand out performer
was Hadeal Abdelatti who was also
recognised by the London Basketball
Academy as the ‘Most Valuable
Female Player’. Congratulations.

The Netball
Community continues to
blossom at Ark Academy as Monday
Netball Training consistently reaches 25+
students attend every week. As the netballers
cultivate their craft the season has paid off really
rewarding all year groups. The new Year 7’s have had
an amazing season thus far winning 4 out of 5 games,
potentially grabbing a place in the finals. In addition, all year
groups have grown into professional young sportswomen
carrying the Ark core values on and off the court. The girls
that have really impressed me this season are Ani (Yr 7),
Cheyna (Yr 8), Zalla (Yr 10), Hadeal (Yr 11), showing great
commitment to training and representing their teams
with pride. To celebrate a successful Netball season the
team will be holding a charity event for The Helen
Bamber Foundation, the team will dress up in
an onesie and play netball! #NetballFamily
Miss Searle

1ST

U’16 Boys had a phenomenal tournament and came
up against some fierce sides. The boy’s persistence and
remarkable athletic ability saw them make it to the
final where they narrowly missed out on first
place. They finished 2nd overall and for
now they have returned to weekly
basketball training. They are
most certainly looking
forward to playing
these teams again in
the Brent League
where they
hope to finish
victorious.

1st - Plato
2nd - Scorates
3rd - Curie
4th - Newton

Netball

Basketball season is fast approaching and
Ark Academy are renowned for our ferocious yet
modest basketball teams. We have had great success in
basketball over the years and we are looking to reignite this
during the 2019-2020 season.

2ND

U’14 Girls were
unstoppable in
their tournament.
The determination
and work rate of this team
was relentless and they left
everything on the court. They breezed through to the final where
they faced a tough opposition – Crest Academy. The final was end
to end and Crest managed to score the winning basket in the dying
seconds of the game. Our girls finished runners up and should be
proud of their work rate. A special mention to Amy who was the engine
of the team, she did not stop until the final whistle went.
U’14 Boys were heavily represented by our newest Year 7 basketballers. The
boys thought hard during the tournament and it was clear to see the great
potential this oung side have to offer! They have been training persistently over
the weeks and this was evident in their game play. The team worked well together
and despite not qualifying for the final we are excited for the start of their season
when they will meet opposition of a similar age range.
Ms Gallagher

2ND
SPORTS
PAGE 23

WE WON
AN AWARD!
Ark Schools held a summit
for all their teachers on
Friday 4th October in central
London. We now number
37 schools and almost 1700
teachers, so it was quite an
event. The summit was a
review of the journey of Ark
Schools over the last 15 years
and also a call to all of us to
continue to develop our work
with the youngsters we serve.
It was truly inspirational.
Naturally, Ark Academy staff
were thrilled at the end of the
day award ceremony to be
named as the ALL THROUGH
School of the year. We will
strive to live up to the honour
of this award.

