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Ark	Academy	Values	and	DNA

Based on the six pillars of Ark Schools and 
developed into our own unique ‘feel’ generated by a 
genuine buy in for our core values. Our values are 
also underpinned by our habits and ‘the way we do 
things around here’. We believe that in Ark Academy 
the following principals are tangible and central to 
achieving our mission from reception through to Year 
13.

Ark Academy is a school with high standards, high expectations and is underpinned by our core values:  

Our core value is Civitas and we teach children to be caring, polite, conscientious and motivated members of 
society. We want our children to aim high and be happy, successful citizens. 

We identify and celebrate excellence, though maintaining high expectations of the children’s presentation, uniform 
and behaviour. By doing this, we identify what excellence looks like and support our children to strive for it. 

We know that children who show perseverance are able to overcome challenges by developing the ability to try 
again even if they find it tricky.  

We promote participation at Ark Academy, by expecting and encouraging children to join in and try every activity. 
We celebrate our mistakes as chances to learn and improve. 

Our goal is that every student, regardless of their background or privilege, can go to higher education or the career 
of their choice and participate fully in our democratic society.



We know that children learn in different ways and we work hard to give all of our children the opportunities they need 
to have fun and learn! 

We organise activities for the children, which give them the opportunities to develop the characteristics of learning, 
which are: 

• Playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’; 

• Active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy 
achievements; and 

• Creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links between 
ideas, and develop strategies for doing things. 

In Ark Academy, we believe in the power of learning through play, based on topics and experiences they are interested 
in. We plan exciting experiences based on events happening through the year. 

At Ark Academy we follow the “Read Write Inc” scheme of phonics teaching. Each child from Reception, year 1 and 2 
has a daily, 45 minute phonics lesson. The children are put into small groups based on half-termly assessments so 
that we can accurately match their needs to the correct provision. Phonics sessions are delivered by teaching 
assistants as well as teachers and is overseen by a member of the senior leadership team as well as through termly 
external reviews to ensure quality. 

Sessions are lively, fast-paced and fun, with an emphasis on learning by heart “speed sounds” and exception words. 
Children learn new sounds and consolidate those through their reading of texts that specifically re-enforce the sounds 
learned. There is an emphasis on paired work and lots of opportunities to speak and listen, as well as read and write 
the sounds. 

In our school, we follow Mathematics Mastery- a mastery approach developed by Ark Schools. The focus is always on 
a progression from concrete resources to pictorial representation and into the numerical abstract, which supports the 
development of deep conceptual understanding. In each lesson, our pupils work on practising core skills, applying 
them to real-life contexts and developing the essential skills of reasoning. Teaching for mastery does not mean we do 
not differentiate, but we do aim high for all. 

A	day	in	the	life	of	a	Reception	child:

The new outdoor learning area for both 
Reception classes, built in 2019.



W H AT  C H I L D R E N  N E E D  F O R  S C H O O L

Every	pupil	must	wear	 the	 school	 uniform.	We	
believe	 that	 wearing	 school	 uniform	 fosters	 a	
feeling	of	belonging	and	encourages	children	to	
take	 pride	 and	 ownership	 in	 their	 school.	 We	
are	 very	 grateful	 to	 parents/carers	 for	
suppor;ng	the	wearing	of	uniform.	

Please	 label	 every	 item	 of	 uniform	 that	 your	
child	brings	to	school.	

Boys	

• Red V neck jumper (with grey bands at wrist 
and around v neck) with school logo 

• White collared shirt (long/short sleeve in 
Summer Term)  

• Red polo shirt with school logo (summer 
term) 

• School tie 
• Charcoal trousers/shorts (Summer Term) 
• Grey knee length socks 
• Black shoes (no trainers) 
• Grey blazer with school logo (not 

compulsory for reception class) 

Girls	

• Red V neck jumper (with grey bands at wrist 
and around v neck) with school logo 

• White collared shirt (Long/Short Sleeve in 
Summer Term) 

• School tie 
• Charcoal pinafore or trousers  Red and 

white gingham dress or Charcoal 
Pinafore (Summer Term) 

• White socks or grey tights 
• Black shoes (no trainers) 
• Grey blazer with school logo (not 

compulsory for reception class) 
• Red or grey hair accessories and headscarf 

(if appropriate) 

PE	Kit	

• Red tracksuit 
• (with school logo) 
• White polo shirt 
• Red P.E. shorts 
• White socks 
• White or black plimsoll/trainers 

Personal items 
• labelled water bottle 
• labelled bookbag 
• labelled snack bag 
Earrings/Jewellery		

Children should not wear any jewellery to 
school, including earrings. 

School Uniform: 



W H AT  PA R E N T S  C A N  D O  TO  S U P P O R T:

Going to the toilet by independently and 
washing hands after. 

Getting dressed and undressed into school 
uniform and PE kit 

Recognising name labels in clothing, coats, 
hats and scarf. 

Drinking and eating independently using a 
cup, knife and fork. 

Recognising your name and writing the letters 
from your name independently. 

Read story books with your child and ask 
questions about the book. 

Talk about starting school. If your child has 
never been to nursery make sure you reassure 
them that you will be coming back to pick 
them up.  

Discuss what they will do at school and that 
they will stay at school all day.  

Pointing out the building when you’re 
passing. 

Practicing the journey to school by walking, 
riding a bike or using a scooter.  

Allowing your child to try on their school 
uniform. 

Think and talk about any friends who will also 
be attending 

A good bedtime routine will enable your child 
to get plenty of sleep and cope with the 
school day. Practise getting into this bedtime 
routine before school starts. 

Skills to practise together before you 
start school: 
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