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Dear Parents and Carers,  

By now you will know that all schools are making plans to gradually reopen from 1st June, for Nursery, 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. If you are a parent in this year group, you should already have received 

detailed information about the arrangements for your child’s return to school; please contact us here in 

school as soon as you can if you have not received this.  

I wanted to write to you all to explain how the re-opening will work and how remote learning will continue 

for the year groups not in school.  

School Re-opening 

The school has been working on a comprehensive risk assessment to make sure that the school will be as 

safe as possible for all children and families that will once again be coming to school. The main aspects of 

these new procedures that are most pertinent to you are included with this letter but please feel free to 

get in touch with me (p.watkins@arkacademy.org) or your child’s class teacher if you have any questions 

or concerns about how we are managing a safe return to school.  

I will not be putting any pressure on school attendance at this time; I am fully aware that many of you are 

concerned and would rather wait a little longer before returning to school.  

Please do read the new procedures carefully and be patient with us while we establish new routines. Also, 

please be assured that all staff will be putting in every care to ensure that the school is as friendly and 

welcoming as it always was, as we know that many children will be anxious about returning to school.  

Remote Learning for Years 2-5 

We will be continuing our offer for home learning throughout the summer term, albeit with a few changes. 

We will continue posting work to you for the first 4 weeks of the summer term and work will continue to 

be uploaded to the website until the end of term, as before. We will also continue directing you to online 

resources, either of our own or resources that are more widely available online.  

However, due to the increased need for staff to be in school, we will not be able to call you regularly. We 

will be using an online platform called ‘Class Dojo’ to allocate tasks and share work to the whole year group. 

There will be one member of teaching staff available from the year group to respond to questions and 

support you as best as we can. Further information will be given to these year groups when we return from 

the half-term break.  

I very much hope that this solution is useful to you all and enabled children to continue their education in 

these very challenging circumstances.  

I hope that you are all safe and well and, like me, looking forward to seeing the children back in school.  

Yours sincerely,  
 
P Watkins  
Headteacher  
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Classes and Groupings  

• All children will be in classes of no more than 15. These ‘pods’ will remain completely consistent, 

with consistent adults throughout the day. They will learn and play together and have their own 

allocated outdoor spaces in which to play.  

• We do not expect ‘social distancing’ from the younger children, ie Reception and Year 1 

• There will be no visitors to the school in classrooms 

• Many children will not be with their class teacher or in their own classroom but we have ensured 

that each child has at least one adult in their group that is known to them.  

• We will welcome each year group back on different days, to allow us to properly induct the 

students into their new routines and environments, as well as allow us to ensure that our 

systems and procedures are working.  

• All shared spaces will have a maximum occupancy limit clearly signposted, including the primary 

reception area.  

• All staff will be trained on all new procedures before returning to the classroom.  

 

Timings of the day 

• Each class will have a different start time, end time and lunch time to reduce groupings at the 

school gate.  

• A member of senior staff will be available at the start and end of the school day to oversee the 

queue to drop-off or collect the children.  

• A one-way system will be used; we will ask parents to enter in the usual way but to exit through 

the Key Stage 2 playground and out of the car park exit.  

• School will be closed on Friday afternoons to allow for planning and preparation for the following 

week.  

 

Toilets 

• Children will be allocated toilet blocks to use which will be cleaned during the day.  

• Friendly posters and specific lessons for children will promote proper hygiene and handwashing.  

• Additional hand sanitiser is available throughout the school.   

 

Playtimes  

• Breaktimes and lunchtimes have been staggered and - where possible – a one-way system is in 

place for the corridors.  

• Each ‘pod’ has an allocated outdoor space in which to play.  

• Children will be taken outdoors for lessons as much as possible, using these specific spaces.  

• Lunch will be eaten in classrooms or outdoors.  

• Children will wash hands and/or use sanitiser after eating and before returning to class.  

 

Hygiene and cleaning  

• Each classroom will have access to a cleaning station so that the adults can clean high-contact 

points throughout the day.  
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• Staff are not required to wear masks as it limits communication. We will have visors for staff that 

wish to use them.  

• We do not recommend children wear masks  

• Additional cleaning will take place during the school day 

• Children will be sensitively educated about good hygiene and the importance of washing hands.  

 

Medical Needs and Cases of COVID-19 

• We will not routinely take temperatures of all children.  

• If children are showing any symptoms of COVID-19, they will be calmly and sensitively removed 

from the class and parents contacted immediately.  

• If a case of COVID-19 is confirmed, the ‘pod’ of staff and pupils will be closed down for 14 days.   

 

Classroom resources  

• All soft toys or furnishings that cannot be easily cleaned have been removed.  

• Extraneous seating has been removed to allow maximum spacing between the 15 children.  

• Children will have their own specific set of stationary and will not be required to share.  

• Anything that cannot be easily cleaned will not be used.  

• All toys or classroom resources used in the Early Years will be cleaned daily.  

 

Uniform 

• Children are expected to wear clean, washed uniform each day.  

• Coats and blazers, which cannot be easily cleaned, should not be brought in.  

 

Curriculum and timetable 

• Children will receive a full induction into their new routines and surroundings  

• Children will take part in a full academic timetable which focuses on reading, phonics, writing 

and maths as well as daily physical exercise and PSHCE sessions.  

• There will be no testing when children return but teachers will look to establish what the gaps in 

learning are and address them as soon as we can. Children will not be under pressure to 

accelerate progress, we will take the time to make sure they are ready to learn.  

• We will take children outside to learn as much as possible.  

 

Culture and Well-Being  

• Our main aim is to provide an environment and culture that is welcoming and safe; staff will be 

trained on this issue.  

• All staff will be trained in supporting pupil’s mental health and children will know that there are 

adults in school that they can talk to about their worries.  

• All signs around the school will be child-friendly. 

• We will contact parents if we detect any concerns about pupil well-being on the return to school.  

 

 


