
  

Tuesday 14th July 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Important Information about September Re-opening 

 

I hope you and all your family are keeping well. We are all looking forward to seeing your children 

back in full-time education from September. We have truly missed them. 

 

This means that from the week beginning 7th September we will welcome all students back. 

 

The first week will be our induction week. This is compulsory as we will need to introduce all students 

to the changes we have made to keep students and teachers safe. 

 

We will do this in a staggered way to ensure all students get the detailed support they need. Please 

note the start dates for your child and remember they have all moved up a year group. 

 

Our Student Induction Plan 

Monday 7th – Friday 11th September Years 7  

Thursday 10th – Friday 11th September Years 10 and 11 

Friday 11th September Years 8 and 9 

 

As we have to stagger entry and exit to school, timings of the start and end of the day have changed 

slightly: 
 

 Gates 
Open 

Line-up Day will end  
Monday – Thursday 

(staggered) 

Day will end 
Friday 

Year 7 8.00 8.15 15.45 15.15 
Year 8 8.00 8.15 15.45 15.15 

Year 9 8.00 8.15 15.45 15.15 
Year 10 8.10 8.25 15.45 15.15 

Year 11 8.10 8.25 15.45 15.15 
 

 

 



 

 All students will return in full school uniform. 

 On days that they have PE, they will come to school in their PE kit as changing rooms 

will not be open. 

 Please note that leaving time will be staggered. There will be 5-minute gaps between 

groups to avoid large gatherings at the gate. 

 All students must leave the school area immediately and not wait for siblings at the 

gate, but if necessary, at a distance from the gate. 

 If parents are collecting students, they must be on time/early so no child is left 

waiting at the gate. 

 

Keeping your child safe 

 

In order to meet the guidance laid down by the government: 

 

1. We will create whole year group bubbles that will be located in different zones of 

the school. So for example Year 7 will be allocated the English corridor. 

2. Year 7 will remain in their classrooms. 

3. Year 8 and 9 will likewise have their corridor zones, but will move between lessons if 

their set changes. 

4. Likewise, year 10 and 11 will move in their zones if they change sets. 

5. Creative/practical subjects will require some movement, but staff will collect them 

from their year group zones. 

6. We will run staggered breaks and lunchtime. 

7. The external areas will be zoned for different year groups. 

8. Masks are required for travel on public transport. However, students must not wear 

masks in school and will need to put them away safely in their bags to avoid 

transferring any virus that has adhered during travel. This is direct from government 

guidance which states: 

 

“Schools should have a process for removing face coverings when pupils and staff 

who use them arrive at school.” 

 

9. Additionally we have made plans to ensure students wash their hands on arrival and 

hand sanitiser is widely available around the school, as are wipes for surfaces. 

10. To ensure enhanced hygiene, we will have a core team of cleaners working 

throughout the day to ensure that toilets, door handles, stair rails and other key 

areas are cleaned on a regular basis. 

11. Post-school a large team of cleaners will ensure a thorough clean every evening. 

 

I hope these measures reassure you that your child will be kept as safe as possible. All our 

measures are backed up by our detailed Risk Assessment. 

 

 



The full government guidance can be accessed here if you wish to read it in full: 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-

outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools  

 

This letter will be followed later by a letter from your child’s head of year and key stage 

lead. This letter will introduce you to their tutors and give more detailed information pre-

opening. 

 

Meanwhile, I want to introduce your son/daughter’s heads of year: 

Year 7 Ms Kelly c.kelly@arkacademy.org 

Year 8 Mr Asare d.asare@arkacademy.org 

Year 9  Ms Kelman g.kelman@arkacademy.org 

Year 10 Ms Macivor j.macivor@arkacademy.org 

Year 11 Mr Foster m.foster@arkacademy.org 

 

Please ensure your son/daughter attends their induction days as they are crucial to help 

make sure we can go through all the safety measures in detail. 

 

We will then be able to get on with what we do best, teaching your children so they can fully 

engage in their education and enjoy the classroom interaction that is so vital for their 

learning. 

 

We hope the summer holidays are safe and peaceful for you and your children. Please 

remind them they have A Summer Challenge. 

 

With my best wishes, 

 

 

 

 

Delia Smith 

Principal 
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