


 
 

Dear Students, 

 

Over the coming weeks you will be selecting the additional subjects you would 

like to study in KS4. These choices, along with the core provision (what everyone 

will study) will form your curriculum for the next two years (2022 – 2024).  

 

Any subject that you chose will, of course, have a potential pathway beyond Year 

11, so your choices are important. However, please do not think every choice 

you make will have a direct impact on your future. You will not necessarily want 

to study all GCSE choices post 16!  

 

We believe all subjects are taught well in Ark Academy, so you are indeed spoilt 

for choice, and we recognise that some of your decisions might be tricky as you 

may need to choose between two subjects you like equally well. So you will need 

to make mature decisions. 

 

We are here to help you: your subject teachers will give you specific advice and 

you will have the opportunity to speak with a member of the senior team or Year 

9 pastoral team if you wish. 

 

Please take the time to discuss your options with your parents and please do 

take the time to really read this booklet, reflect and think about your options in 

the run up to making your GCSE subject choices. 

 

Best wishes, 

 
 

Delia Smith 

Principal 
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THE PATHWAYS PROCESS: Key Stage 4 2022 - 2024 

 

Thursday 6th January: Year 9 Pathways Launch Assembly from Mrs Smith & Mr 
O'Carroll

Followed by weekly Subject Assemblies

3rd March 2022: Year 9 Parents Evening. Students and parents have the 
opportunity to meet subject teachers ahead of making their final choices.

March 2021:All students and parents have the opportunity to arrange a meeting 
with a member of staff [senior team or Year 9 pastoral team] to discuss options. 
This is for those who are unsure of choices and/or need further guidance

After discussion with the form tutor, students and parents will complete an 
online MS Forms document to confirm KS4 GCSE choices.

This will take place as part of the parent-tutor day on the 31st March

All subject choices will be finialised and parents and students will receive a letter 
confirming their choices by Friday 6th May. 

Any issues with choices need to be brought to Ms Keane by Friday 13th May -
there will be no changes after this date.
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The curriculum at Key Stage 4 
 

Subjects at Key Stage 4 are separated into two categories: Core and Optional.  

• Core subjects are compulsory and will be studied by all students. 

• Optional subjects are, as the name suggests, optional. Students will choose three 

subjects based on their assessment grades, the guidance they receive from their 

teachers, and their individual preferences. 

Core 

Subject  Number of GCSEs 

English  2 

Maths 1 or 2*, depending on pathway 

Science 2 or 3, depending on pathway 

RE 1 

PE None – subject is not examined 

PSHE/RSE None – subject is not examined 
 

*Some students will have the opportunity to study Additional Maths. This is dependent on performance and 

decided in Year 11 by the Head of Maths 

Options (each worth one GCSE unless otherwise stated)    

Students will chose one subject from each of the three blocks: 

Block A Block B Block C 

Geography* 
History* 

French* 
Spanish* 

 
Art 

Additional English 

Art 
Business Studies 

Computer Science 
Design Technology 

Drama/Performing Arts 
Geography 

Music 
Physical Education 

 

*part of the Ebacc1 group of subjects 

Home Languages: Students who speak another language at home (e.g Arabic / Urdu) and wish 

to take a GCSE in this language should raise this at their options interview. Any foreign 

language will qualify for the Ebacc. If agreed, the controlled assessments for an extra language 

will be taken in year 11 and the terminal exam taken at the end of year 11 with students’ 

other GCSE subject exams.  

 
1 More info on Ebacc later in the booklet 

the  

majority 
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The options subjects 
 

Choosing your options is probably the most important decision you have made in your 

academic life so far. You should take time to decide, do your own research, and discuss your 

choices with your teachers, parents and friends. 

When you eventually decide what you want it should be for the right reasons. You should 

never select a course because you think it will be ‘easy’, or because your friends are 

choosing it, or because you do or don’t ‘like’ a particular teacher.  

Making mature, sensible choices now will set you up for success in the future. Have the 

confidence to choose what’s best for you and no one else.  

Specific questions to consider when making your choices:  

• Do you enjoy the subject? When you are in lessons for this subject, or sitting down to do 

some homework, do you feel more enthused than you would do in another subject?  

• What level are you working at? Think about your results in recent assessments: If your 

levels are too low at this stage then it’s unlikely that you will get a good result at GCSE.  

• Does it fit with your talents and abilities? Certain subjects (for example Music or PE) 

require a degree of natural talent. Have a close look at the individual subject pages later 

on in this booklet for more information.  

• What subjects do you want to study after GCSE? If you think you may want to study a 

subject at A-Level then it makes sense to study it at GCSE. This would certainly be true of 

subjects where the A-Level syllabus builds directly on the GCSE (for example History, 

Geography, French, Spanish, Music, Drama or Art). Some A-Level subjects (for example 

Business, Economics or Politics) can be taken without having done a GCSE in them – you 

just need to have a broad range of good GCSE grades. 

• Do you want to go to university? Taking a modern language (French or Spanish) and either 

History or Geography (or both) provides a solid foundation for progression onto A-Levels 

and university. It is not essential but it definitely won’t hurt. More information on Ebacc is 

on the next page.  

• What are the demands of the course? Different subjects have very different assessment 

approaches. Find out about how much coursework and controlled assessment is involved 

and the amount of time you will have to put in outside of lessons. GCSEs require a huge 

amount of independence and organisation – you need to know what you’ll have to put in 

to each course to be successful.  
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Making your choice 

 

All Year 9 students have heard presentations about the different courses available to them 

over the course of the spring term. The next steps and key dates ahead are outlined at the 

front of this booklet. The first thing you need to do is read this booklet very carefully… 

 

Key Stage 4 pathways 
 

No one is expecting you to know right now exactly what you want to study at A-Level and, after 

that, university. You might have an idea of the subjects you’ll choose, but this idea doesn’t 

have to be finalised for a long time. If you don’t have any ideas at this stage, that is fine too.  

The key is to pick a broad, balanced range of courses that develop different skills, provide 

variety each week, and keep your options open for A-Level and university.  

Different options subjects develop different skills. History and Geography will increase your 

knowledge and understanding of the peoples of the world, and develop your analytical and 

critical thinking skills. Art, Music, and Drama contain analysis too, but are also practical, 

creative subjects which develop completely different skills set.  

You should be aware that university places depend on outstanding GCSE and A Level results. 

To study a subject at A Level in the 6th Form here at Ark Academy you will need a minimum 

of a grade 6 in that subject at GCSE (if it is a new A-Level subject then you may need a 6 in a 

similar subject).  

Universities also encourage applicants to have a studied a modern language at GCSE, and 

either History or Geography (or both). It is not strictly essential, but research shows that 

applicants with these qualifications do better. The section below on Ebacc explains this in 

more detail. 

It is vital that students and parents understand that all students must now attain at least a 

grade 4 in both English and Maths. For those who do not achieve this at the end of Year 11; 

they will be expected to continue studying these subjects alongside their post-16 

course/pathway. 
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Ebacc     
 

The Ebacc – or English Baccalaureate – is not actually a qualification in itself. You can’t ‘get an 

Ebacc’. Instead it is a collection of core academic subjects - English, mathematics, science, 

history or geography, and a language – that is recognised by universities and sixth forms as 

providing a solid foundation for future academic study.  

The Ebacc subjects have been chosen because research has shown they have advantages in 

terms developing cognitive skills and an understanding of the world around us. For example, 

having a practical understanding of French or Spanish will help you to become a global citizen, 

and is something which is valued by employers. History and geography develop important 

critical thinking and analytical skills. The Ebacc subjects have been shown to help with 

entrance into university.  

However, none of this means that Ebacc subjects are ‘better’ or ‘more important’ than other 

GCSE subjects. Many would argue that creative arts subjects (music, drama or art) form the 

‘sixth pillar’ of a rounded education at Key Stage 4, and have important cultural, social and 

academic benefits. Design Technology at GCSE also has real value – it can inspire students to 

go on to successful careers in design, engineering and the creative industries. Physical 

Education GCSE helps create elite sports men and women, and prepare students for careers 

in the sports industry.  

You shouldn’t feel that you have to choose an Ebacc subject which you don’t enjoy over a 

more practical, creative one that you love. A good set of GCSEs, all at grade 9-4, will carry 

weight with colleges and universities, even if you don’t have all of the Ebacc subjects in there.  

The decision is really up to you – all we can do is give you the facts. We hope by offering three 

options, students who want to follow the Ebacc route will still be able to choose a practical, 

creative subject alongside their Ebacc choices.  

You can read more about Ebacc here:  

• http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandlearning/qualifications/englishba

c/a0075975/the-english-baccalaureate 

• http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/faqs.aspx 
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English at Key Stage 4 

Why is English important? 

English isn’t just about reading and writing. Studying English teaches you the 

skills and ability to decode the world around you, articulate your opinions 

and ideas and broaden your understanding of everything that you come 

across. The skills taught at GCSE are the foundation stone for just about 

every other learning and kind of work you will do afterwards and this is why 

it is a compulsory core subject.  

What will I be studying? 

All students at Key Stage 4 study for 2 GCSEs – one in English Language and the other in English Literature.  

There are no longer tiers in English – all students sit the same paper across the country.  

English Language English Literature 

 Reading non-fiction texts from both pre-1900 
and now 

 Reading post-1900 fiction texts 
 Writing creatively  
 Writing to express a view point 

 A Shakespeare play (‘Macbeth’) 
 A pre-1900 novel (‘Jekyll & Hyde’) 
 Poetry from across time (‘Love & Relationships) 
 A modern text (‘An Inspector Calls’ 
 Unseen poetry 

 

How will I be assessed? 

GCSE English is tested 100% by exam. Controlled assessment is now no longer used as an assessment tool. The exam 

takes place at the end of two years of study. There are no options for early entry or splitting up modules. All English 

Language exams are ‘unseen’ – you won’t have read the texts prior to the exam. The Literature exam is majority 

closed book – this means you will not have the text in the exam to refer to.  

This means that from the very beginning we will be: 

 Developing exam skills and technique 

 Working on memorisation of key knowledge in set texts 

 Reading and writing a variety of texts to prepare us for unseen exams 

 Maintaining excellent class and homework notes and building in revision of class and homework in from day 

one.  

The exam board that we will be using is AQA. All syllabus information and a selection of past papers can be found at 

the following website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse  

Where next? 

GCSE English or GCSE English Language are a compulsory entry requirement for the majority of colleges and 

universities and are almost always required by employers. The GCSE(s) will also prepare you for studying English 

further at A-Level and at university level too.  Studying English beyond GCSE opens the door to many career paths 

including journalism, law, teaching, business and many others.  

 

Course coordinator:  

Ms Clark: i.clark@arkacademy.org 

Notes: 
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All students study GCSE Mathematics for 5 hours per week as part of their core curriculum. 
So what does KS4 Maths look like? Well, the GCSE Mathematics qualification contains content in the 
following curriculum areas: 
 

 
 

In addition to this, the GCSE Mathematics course has a significant emphasis on applying 
mathematics.  
 
All students are expected to 
 

• acquire and use problem-solving strategies 

• select and apply mathematical techniques and methods in mathematical, every day and real-
world situations (‘functional mathematics’) 

• reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions 

• interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms appropriate to 
the information and context 

• use their knowledge and understanding to make connections between mathematical 
concepts. 

Students will learn Key Stage 4 maths through enquiry questions, as they did in Key Stage 3. This is 

the ‘Fertile Questions’ approach. Students will be assessed each half term on the topics learnt during 

each enquiry and given a grade.  

 

At the end of year 11, students will sit the GCSE mathematics exam. The name of the qualification is 

GCSE Mathematics A (1MA1), which is the linear mathematics programme run by the exam board 

Edexcel.  

In recent years, the curriculum for Key Stage 4 mathematics has changed to a more rigorous and 

challenging curriculum to better prepare students for the jump to A-level mathematics.  

• Students will be entered for higher tier (H) or foundation tier (F). 

• Students sit three papers – one non-calculator and two calculator papers. 

• Students will be graded with numbers 1 – 9, where 9 is roughly equivalent to an A* 

• Both papers will include functional maths content – so they will need to be confident 

‘practical’ problem solvers. 

 

 

Course coordinator: Ms. Butler 

k.butler2@arkacademy.org 
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Additional Mathematics is an Advanced Free Standing Mathematics Qualification (FSMQ) 
which students may study alongside Key Stage 4 mathematics. It provides a challenging, 
broad and deep education for students aiming to gain A* at GCSE maths and puts them in a 
position to start Year 12 already confident with much of the material in Core 1 (AS Maths) 
whilst also ready for the challenge of FP1 (AS Further Maths). 
 

So what does KS4 Additional Maths look like? Additional Mathematics is made up of four 
strands of Pure Mathematics, each followed by an application: 

 

 
 

The applications provide a taste of each of the three major strands of applied mathematics 
that students may meet at AS level and beyond: Mechanics, Statistics and Decision & 
Discrete Mathematics.  

 
Students will learn Additional Maths through enquiry questions, alongside the work they are 

doing for their actual GCSE maths examination. Students will be assessed each half term on the 

topics learnt during each enquiry that relate to Additional Maths and given a grade. At the end 

of year 11, students will sit the GCSE Additional Mathematics exam. The name of the 

qualification is OCR Additional Mathematics Free Standing Qualification (6993) which is the 

linear mathematics programme run by the exam board OCR. 

 

Here are some key pieces of information about the qualification and assessment: 

 

 

 

OCR Additional Mathematics Free Standing Qualification (6693) 

 

Number & timing of 
papers 

One two hour examination paper.  

Tiers of entry There is only one tier of entry  

Grades available Grades A - E available under the current system  
(Equivalent number TBC) 

 

Course coordinator: Ms. Butler 

k.butler2@arkacademy.org 
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Science at Key Stage 4 

Why is Science important? 
Science is the study of the fundamental features of our universe (Physics), atoms, molecules and their interactions 

(Chemistry) and organisms (Biology). By studying science you will gain a deeper understanding of the world around 

you. 

What will I be studying? 
All students at Key Stage 4 study for a science qualification. Your results at the end of Key Stage 3 will determine 

what pathway you follow. The exam board that we will be using is AQA. All the new syllabus information and a 

selection of specimen papers can be found at the following website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse 

AQA Combined Science (Trilogy) 
This qualification is equivalent to two GCSEs 

Students will study all three sciences, covering topics such as; Cell Biology, Infection and response, Homeostasis, 
Atomic structure, Chemical changes and energy changes, Energy, Electricity, Forces and Waves, as well as many 
more.   
 
At the end of the Key Stage students will sit a total of six papers. Each of the papers will assess knowledge and 
understanding from distinct topic areas. 
 
How it’s assessed 
▪ Six papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics 
▪ Written exam: 1 hour 15min 
▪ Foundation and Higher Tier 
▪ 70 marks 

AQA Triple Science 
These  qualifications are equivalent to three GCSEs 

GCSE Biology GCSE Chemistry GCSE Physics 

Paper One: Cell Biology; 
Organisation; Infection and response 
and Bioenergetics 
 
Paper Two: Homeostasis and 
response; Inheritance, variation and 
evolution and Ecology 
 
How it’s assessed 
▪ Two papers 
▪ Written exam: 1 hour 45min 
▪ Foundation and Higher Tier 
▪ 100 marks 

Paper One: Atomic structure and the 
periodic table; Bonding, structure 
and the properties of matter; 
Quantitative chemistry, Chemical 
changes and energy changes 
 
Paper Two: The rate and extent of 
chemical change; Organic chemistry; 
Chemical analysis, Chemistry of the 
atmosphere and Using resources 
 
How it’s assessed 
▪ Two papers 
▪ Written exam: 1 hour 45min 
▪ Foundation and Higher Tier 
▪ 100 marks 

Paper One: Energy, Electricity, 
Particle model of matter and Atomic 
Structure 
 
Paper Two: Forces, Waves, 
Magnetism and Electromagnetism 
and Space Physics 
 
How it’s assessed 
▪ Two papers 
▪ Written exam: 1 hour 45min 
▪ Foundation and Higher Tier 
▪ 100 marks 

Where next? 
Studying Science beyond GCSE opens the door to many career paths including medicine, dentistry, nursing, 

engineering, scientific research and teaching, as well as many more.  

“The important thing is to not stop questioning. Curiosity has its own reason for existing.”  
Albert Einstein 

Course coordinator:  

Ms McGrath 

s.mcgrath@arkacademy.org 
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Why study Religious Education (RE)? 

RE will teach you to develop your thinking, and to question the world around you, by asking you the big 

questions like:  

o How do people’s beliefs influence their actions? 

o Are all wars wrong? 

o Should the death penalty be allowed? 

o How do Muslims and Christians worship God? 

Given that 84% of the world’s population identify themselves as religious believers I think we can all agree that 

this is a pretty important subject to understand! 

Will you be studying RE next year? 

 Yes - Religious Studies is a compulsory subject in Years 10 and 11. You will have a one double lesson each 

week.  All students will study a GCSE full course which they have already started in year 9. 

What will you be studying? 

In RE you will study content which will be tested in two exam papers. The papers cover different topics, but 

the skills required to answer questions are the same.  

Paper 1 involves you deciding on you demonstrating your knowledge and understanding of beliefs and 

practices in Islam and Christianity. You will need to prove to the examiner that you are an expert on a wide 

range of ideas in both religions. 

Paper 2 deals with the big philosophical and ethical questions that people have asking for thousands of years. 

Again you will need to be able to explain all the key ideas and give your own opinions with reasons. 

Paper 1 Paper 2 
Beliefs and Practices Paper Thematic Paper 

Christian Beliefs 
Christian Practices 
Islamic Beliefs 
Islamic Practices 

Relationships and Families 
Religion and Life 
Religion, Peace and Conflict 
Religion Crime and Punishment 

 

How will you be assessed? 

You will sit two 1 hour 45 minute exams at the end of year 11. 

Where next? 

The next step for students who are successful at GCSE RE is studying Philosophy & Ethics at A – level, but 

whether you study Philosophy & Ethics or not, RE will teach you to think critically and understand the people, 

their beliefs and cultures that surround you and this is useful whatever you go on to do in your future!  

 

Religious Education 

 
At GCSE 

Course coordinator: Ms Maundrell 

h.maundrell@arkacademy.com 

Notes: 
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LANGUAGES: 
FRENCH & SPANISH GCSE

(exam board: EDEXCEL)

Why do languages matter?

• Learn more about other people and cultures

• Increase your employability in a competitive job market

• Ensure that you get into your university of choice

• Develop skills which are recognised in all universities and places of work: communication skills, 

resilience, problem-solving

A model MFL GCSE students is...

• Committed

• Resilient

• Hard-working

• Interested in the world around them

• Civitas!

How will you be assessed?
FOUR terminal exams in May of Year 11 – equal weighting

Paper 1
Listening & Understanding

25%

Paper 2
Speaking

25%

Paper 3
Reading & Understanding

25%

Paper 4
Writing

25%

Aims of the GCSE Course:

• An understanding of French/ Spanish in a variety of 

contexts

• A knowledge of French/ Spanish vocabulary and 

structures

• Transferable learning skills

• The ability to communicate effectively in French/ 

Spanish

• An awareness and understanding of countries and 

communities where French/ Spanish is spoken

Course coordinator: Ms E Reardon – e.reardon@arkacademy.org
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You will learn about:
Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-1939:
How did Germany go from a monarchy, to a republic, to a dictatorship? How did Hitler manipulate his 
way into power? How did German people’s lives change once Hitler was in power?
Medicine in Britain:
How and when did we discover the treatments and preventions that keep us safe from diseases? How 
far did medicine change and how far did it stay the same? What treatment did soldiers get in the 
trenches in the First World War?
Early Elizabethan England, 1555-88:
How did a 25 year old woman stay on the throne despite threats from home and abroad? Who tried to 
assassinate Elizabeth I and why? How far did the lives of Elizabethans change?
Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941-91:
What happened to Europe after WWII? How did the world reach the brink of war for a third time?

Unit Worth

Medicine in Britain, c1250–
present and the British 
sector of the Western Front, 
1914–18: injuries, treatment 
and the Trenches.
Exam: 1hr15m

30%

Weimar and Nazi Germany, 
1918–39
Exam: 1hr20m

30%

Early Elizabethan England, 
1558–88 AND Superpower 
relations and the Cold War, 
1941–91
Exam: 1hr45m

40%

You will follow the Edexcel History syllabus. There are 
three written exams, all of which will take place at the 
end of Year 11.

If you are MOTIVATED, CURIOUS, 
ORGANISED and OPINIONATED, History 

GCSE could be the choice for you!

There are many reasons to choose History at GCSE:

• The study of History trains the mind to investigate, develop a critical approach to a range of evidence 
and is highly regarded by employers and further education.
• The study of History acts as an excellent basis for any student wanting to pursue a career in law, 
journalism, politics, education, research, archaeology, and business.
• Enjoyment of the subject is also  an important factor to consider. If you have found History interesting 
and challenging at Key Stage Three, then this is a good reason to pick it for GCSE.

Head of History: Ms Kinnon
a.kinnon1@arkacademy

Notes:
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GCSE Geography 
Our world is constantly changing. Studying 
geography will enable you to understand 
your place in it. 

 

 

 

Where can Geography take me? 
 
GCSE Geography leads directly on to A-level Geography. Many 
top universities favour geography as an A-level as it is a 
‘facilitating’ subject. Geography provides you with skills, which 
are applicable in almost any career, so geographers are some of 
the most employable graduates in the UK. 

What will I learn about in 

GCSE Geography?  

• Natural hazards 

• Climate change  

• Rivers  

• Coasts  

• Ecosystems  

• Cities 

• Development  

• Water and Energy 

management 

• How to complete fieldwork 

Head of Department: Ms. Tamburello 

l.tamburello@arkacademy.org 

Notes: 

How will I be assessed at 
GCSE? 
 
We will be following the AQA 
Geography specification. There 
are three written papers, all of 
which will take place at the end 
of Year 11: 

1. Living with the physical 
environment (1h 30 min 
– 35% of GCSE) 

2. Challenges in the human 
environment (1h 30 min 
– 35% of GCSE) 

3. Geographical 
applications (1hr – 30% 
of GCSE) 

Why should I study GCSE Geography? 
There are too many reasons for us to note. Therefore, here is 
what some Geography legends think: 
 
‘It brings together studying the arts and the sciences which I 
really enjoy as it is like learning two subjects’  
     Miss Tamburello, 2020 
 
‘It often means we can go out and experience the real world in 
fieldwork’   Karina Luca, Year 12, 2020 
 
 
‘You can use the skills you learn in Geography in lots of other 
subjects’    Miss Shah, 2020 
 
 
‘Geography is the most relevant subject you can study. It opens 
your eyes to the world around you!’ 
     Miss Cooney, 2020 
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GCSE  

Business 
__________________________________________________________ 

GCSE Business Studies is a broad-based qualification 

providing an in-depth study of the world of business. 

You will learn about the full range of business topics 

including entrepreneurship, marketing, finance, 

production, logistics and business planning 

Is it right for me? 

• Do you want to study a new, different, challenging 

subject in Year 10?  

• Do you have the skills to sell products or services to 

the school? 

• Do you think you have what it takes to be a 

successful entrepreneur?  

• Are you interested in how multi-national companies 

such as Alphabet, Apple and Amazon grow? 

• Are you a strong communicator? (presenting ideas 

to the class will be important) 

Course Outline 

The course covers two main themes spread across Years 

10 and 11: 

• Year 10:  ‘Investigating Small Business’ 

• Year 11:  ‘Building a Business’ 

Both themes cover a wide range of topics including  

• Business Planning 

• Market Research 

• Accounting 

• Finance and Budgeting 

• Theories of Business Growth 

• Entrepreneurship 

• Business Promotion 

Trips and Partnerships 
 

The course includes a trip to the Bank of England 

Museum where students are given insight into why low 

inflation and a stable financial system matter in addition 

to a guide to the Bank’s roles such as setting the Bank 

Rate and other monetary policy. Students also benefit 

from the school’s partnerships with Lloyds Bank and 

Salesforce. 

 

 

Expectations and Progression  

Through the course we expect our Business Studies 

students to be: 

 

• Entrepreneurial 

• Organised and hard-working 

• Curious about how business and finance work 

• Ambitious and driven to work and create 

 

GCSE Business students can look to use the course to 

progress on to A-Level studies in Economics or Level 3 

BTEC in Business. 

Key Contact 
 
 

Mr. Mendy – Head of Business 

a.mendy@arkacademy.org 

Notes: 
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GCSE Computer Science 
 

What is Computer Science? 

On this course pupils will study how computers work, how to write programs and 

how data are represented and handled by applications. Pupils will have to design 

and write programs in the Python programming language. 

What skills will I develop? 

Pupils will develop analytical and problem-solving skills and gain experience of meeting particular end-user 

requirements. The content is highly mathematical and requires a high level of logical reasoning. 

To succeed in this course, pupils should be very interested in how computers work. An interest in how to solve 

logic and maths puzzles are also desirable.  Pupils will need to be able to research topics effectively and to 

develop programming skills. Additionally, students should be attaining a grade 6 in maths in order to be 

successful at this course 

What will you be studying & how will you be assessed? 

We will be following the AQA specification [Code: 8525]. In Computer Science you will study content which will 

be tested in two exam papers. Click here to access the full specification: AQA Computer Science 

Paper 1 involves the fundamentals of algorithms and programming. Students will be required to design, write, 

test and refine program code in Python language. 

Paper 2 deals with structured query language and all students will be required to be competent in writing and 

refining SQL.  Theoretical knowledge is also developed in relation to data representation, computer systems & 

networks along with cyber security.  

Paper 1 Paper 2 
Computational thinking and programming 

skills 
Computing concepts 

Fundamentals of algorithms [Computational 
thinking, Code tracing & problem-solving] 

 
Programming [Programming concepts including the 

design of effective algorithms and the designing, 
writing, testing and refining of code.] 

Fundamentals of data representation 
Computer systems 

Fundamentals of computer networks 
Cyber security 

Relational databases and structured query language 
(SQL) 

Ethical, legal and environmental impacts of digital 
technology 

Written Exam: 2 Hours 
90 Marks [50% of GCSE] 

Written Exam: 1 Hour 45 minutes 
90 Marks [50% of GCSE] 

 

Where next? 

Students will complete this course equipped with the logical and computational skills necessary to succeed at A-

level, the workplace or beyond. 

 Notes: 
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Head of Faculty: Mr D Paton d.paton@arkacademy.org
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Where can Drama take me? 

There are many opportunities and exciting 

courses at sixth form, college and universities 

around the country. 

Or you might wish to go into a job where it is 

useful to have had experience of Drama, or 

where you will need to use some of the skills 

developed during this course. 

Beyond the classroom: 

You will be required to work outside of your 

normal lesson times.  In addition to research 

work you will also be required to attend at least 

one live theatre performance, take part in 

workshops at school by visiting. Therefore, you 

must commit to high attendance, excellent 

behaviour and hard work! Enrichment, 

assembly performances and House Drama 

Competition. 

Assessment 
Component 1: Devised Performance 
with a written Portfolio of Evidence 40 % 
of GCSE 
 
Component 2: 1 play and perform an 
extract from the play lasting between 5 
and 20 minutes 20% of GCSE  
 
Component 3: Written exam: 1 hour 30 
minutes 40 % of GCSE 
 

The Perfect Drama Student: 

Has an open mind 

Enjoys working with others and communicates 
well 

Independent and committed learners 

Is not afraid of taking risks and doing hard work! 

Demonstrates practical, creative and ACTING 
skills 

Should I take Drama? 

This is a good question.  Look carefully at the information on this page and decide if the course 

excites and interests you... it is very important you enjoy the subject or you won’t have the 

commitment to learn! 

Drama GCSE is an exciting, creative and challenging course. You will have the opportunity to 

develop your acting skills. This course encourages curiosity and creativity, helping you to 

express your ideas in writing, speech and performance. As well as this, you will also be able to 

acquire skills in working with others, problem solving and communication. It can be very 

demanding at times and requires a high level of commitment, maturity and respect. 

Course coordinator: Ms. Gatford 

v.gatford@arkacademy.org  

 

What topics will I study?  

You will have the opportunity to create your own work as well as look at plays written by other people. You will 

develop your improvisation and acting skills to a higher level. You will explore themes and be required to research 

topics in order to devise performances as well as perform extracts from a variety of scripts.  We will be following 

the EDUQAS specification. 

Notes: 
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Most people like to listen to music: maybe for relaxation or entertainment, to create an 

appropriate atmosphere at a party or event, or to express emotions where words fail. The 

inner instinct to respond to music is almost universal, yet, for many people, it never develops 

into a trained skill; nor are they able to use their musical appreciation to express their own 

personality and emotions through the performance and composition of music. 

 
At GCSE you will study music in greater depth. In particular: 

✓ You will develop your listening skills to enable you to hear and define music with 

greater accuracy and subtleties.  

✓ You will be aware of more music genres, including popular, world and classical styles. 

✓ You will develop your solo and ensemble performance skills. 

✓ You will hone your musical skills through working on your own compositions, giving 

you the opportunity and the know how to truly express yourself. 

✓ You will develop your music technology skills using industry standard equipment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How will the course be examined?  

GCSE Music 

Progression Pathways 

• Music GCSE is a respected academic GCSE. Universities will see Music as a 
welcome creative contrast when applying to study subjects such as Science 
and Maths.  

• As we will be focusing on everything from traditional theory to cutting edge 
music technology, you will be well prepared for any career in the Music 
Industry.  

• A- level Music and A-level Music Technology are just two of the courses for 
you to progress to following GCSE Music. 

• The creative arts industry contributed £4bn to the British economy last 
year. We are really good at creating and exporting our work; it all starts 
with GCSE Music! 

 

Course coordinator: Miss Sharp 

l.sharp@arkacademy.org  

 

Exam Board 

We will be following the 

EDEXCEL syllabus for this 

course. For a more in 

depth overview of the 

course please look at 

qualifications.pearson.com 

and follow the links to 

GCSE music. 

Notes: 

Performance
30%

•One solo performance

•One ensemble performance

Composition 
30%

•1 brief composition

•1 free composition

Listening 
40%

•A listening exam based on the 8 Areas of Study
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Unit 1: Unlocking creativity: Understand, plan and deliver the activities required to put on a successful 

performance including business planning and pitching. You are assessed on your performance and one production 

role. 30% 

Unit 2: The production/performance: Producing a performance to an audience based on a brief. You can be 

assessed on a performance role including acting, dancing, singing, instrumental musician, musical theatre, variety 

performance, pantomime, physical theatre or a production role including costume, set design, make-up, and 

sound. 30% 

Unit 3: The performing arts experience: Understanding the roles and responsibilities within the Performing Art 

industry and how a theatre works. This is a 1 and a half hour long written examination. 40% 

 

Where can Performing Arts take me? 

There are many opportunities and exciting courses at 

sixth form, college and universities around the 

country. 

Or you might wish to go into a job where it is useful 

to have had experience of creating and performing, 

or in a technical or design role within a theatre.  

You will gain an understanding of all jobs 

opportunities which are available within theatre, 

whether that be a stage manager, lighting design, 

costume designer or front of house. 

Should I take Performing Arts? 

This is a good question.  Look carefully at the information on this page and decide if the course excites and interests you... 

it is very important you enjoy the subject, or you won’t have the commitment to learn! 

Technical Performing Art is an exciting, creative, and challenging course. You will have the opportunity to develop your 

dance, drama and theatrical skills. This course encourages you to be an active member of a production company by not 

only developing your performance but design skills also.  

Beyond the classroom: 

You will be required to work outside of your normal 

lesson times.  In addition to research work you will also 

be required to attend at least one live theatre 

performance, take part in workshops at school by visiting 

practitioners and be at rehearsals after school or at lunch 

time. Therefore, you must commit to high attendance, 

excellent behaviour, and hard work! 

Enrichment, assembly performances and House Drama 
Competition 

Overview:  

Performing Arts is a creative and fast paced course full of energy and imagination. Performing Arts develops a wide 

range of personal and organisational skills for the workplace. 

Performing Arts is not an easy subject! 

You will be required to work outside of your normal lesson times when preparing for performances.  You are required 

to work in groups, so it is vital you do not let other group members down, you must keep your attendance up. You will 

participate in Shakespeare Schools Festival by bringing a Shakespeare play to life on stage to perform in a professional 

theatre with professional light and sound technicians to a live audience.  

Course coordinator: Ms. Gatford 

v.gatford@arkacademy.org  

 

Notes: 
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Unit 1= 60%
2 externally assessed written exam papers. 1hour 
per paper [60marks per paper]

Unit 2= 40%

1. 30% - Pupils are assessed in 3 different 
sports [each worth 10%]  in the role of 
performer.  Their practical performance is 
marked.

2. 10% Coursework - Pupils are marked on their 
ability to analyse and evaluate a 
performance

’A subject enjoyed by those who love Sport & Science and appreciate the 
benefits of keeping fit and healthy’

Through theory and practical lessons you 
will study the following subject content:

1. Applied Anatomy and physiology

2. Physical training

3. Sports Psychology

4. Socio-cultural influences

5. Health, fitness and well-being

6. Use of Data

Within your practical lessons you will:

•Improve your skills, techniques  and 
performance in a number physical activities.

•Develop your ability to analyse and evaluate 
your own and others performance. 

A high achieving GCSE will support your successful placement onto many 
different A-Level courses. You can use GCSE PE to study A-Level PE and 
other Sports specific vocational course which then lead to studying a 
Sports related degree. This GCSE will support a career in but is not limited 
to Physiotherapy, Teaching , Coaching and Sport and Leisure Management. 

We are following the OCR exam board

Course coordinator: Miss Gallagher
k.gallagher@arkacademy.org

GCSE 

Physical Education

What will you learn?

Assessment

Assessment

Notes:
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