
  

Monday 1st June 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Careers in Year 10 

 

I am writing to update you on my letter of 22nd May, to let you know in accordance with recent 

government announcements we will be opening Ark Academy for Year 10 from the  

 

week beginning Monday 15th June. 

 

The plan is not for your child to attend everyday but for some face to face lessons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This timetable will enable your child to attend one lesson per week in all of their GCSE subjects. 

 

One Monday and Wednesday in week 1, lessons will begin with a very important tutor period. Their tutor 

will talk through all the key health and safety and hygiene requirements and answer any key questions 

your child might have. There will also be an opportunity for a one on one conversation regarding their 

home learning. 

 

As stated in my previous letter the day will start at 9.00am and end at 1.00pm.  there will be no on site 

lessons on Friday. 

 

We believe these face to face lessons will enhance the understanding and depth of learning and improve 

home learning. Home learning will continue on three days that students are not in school. Commitment to 

home learning as provided on SMHW will remain a significant part of their learning for the foreseeable 

future. 

 

Could I ask any parent who has not replied to our questionnaire about attending re-opening (we await a 

further 40 replies), please complete by Friday 5th June. We have to plan on precise numbers for the 

organisation of class sizes and will need accurate registers for each block, based on parental returns. Of 

course, if any parent wishes to change their initial response this can be done on line but will also be 

needed by June 5th.  

 

I will send another letter next week (week beginning 8th June) with further detailed information on issues 

such as student equipment, dress code, movement around the building and hygiene provision. 

 

Can I also remind you that the school had a three day deep clean by an external contractor including bio-

spraying. The areas to be used by Year 10 have not been entered since the deep clean. 

 

These will be organised in two blocks:- 

 

Block A – Will attend on Monday and Wednesday and will be organised by English sets in 

sets blue, green and orange 

 

Block B – will attend on Tuesday and Thursday and will be organised by English sets in sets 

purple, red, silver and turquoise 



 

Meanwhile, I hope you all remain safe with the easing of the lockdown and you encourage your child 

to maintain social distancing outside the home as mixing in large groups could be a key contributor 

to a possible ‘spike’ in Covid-19. Further lockdowns could seriously impact on the completion of the 

GCSE curriculum. 

 

Again thank you for support throughout this challenging time. We look forward to welcoming Year 

10 on June 15th. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Delia Smith 

Principal  

 

 


