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MISSION STATEMENT 

Ark Academy has at its core the pursuit of highest standards possible in education.  We 

believe in high aspirations, high motivation and high achievement for all.  Through our 

extended curriculum and community life we seek to meet the needs of the whole person.  

Civitas – Citizenship – is at our core.  We will build a community of civic pride and social 

justice in which all members are equally valued.  We are committed to the service of young 

people and to helping them play their full part in society. 

 

In light of this we aim to: 

 Provide every student with the knowledge, skills, self belief and motivation to be 

successful in their learning and lives 

 Welcome, value and respect all who come to the school 

 Build a community based on justice and a sense of personal responsibility 

 Provide opportunities for all to experience CIVITAS whilst developing a spirit of 

tolerance and understanding for all cultures, traditions and faiths 

 Promote dialogue and co-operation with the wider community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Driving Principles are: 

 

 Excellence 

 Citizenship 

 Participation 

 Persistence 
 

Our goal  

Our goal is that all students should be able to access higher education and participate fully in our 

democratic society. 
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Introduction 

Year 11 – it’s finally here! 

We have reached the most important year for our year 11 students so far and the culmination of 

their work in key stages 3 and 4 is on the horizon. This booklet, focuses both on the year 11 

curriculum and the upcoming GCSE examinations and has been designed as a ‘go to guide’ for you to 

reference during the key months ahead.  

In the first section you will find: 

 A comprehensive timeline of the year, including dates for key assessments, mock exams & 

the GCSE exams themselves, parents’ evenings and the Sixth Form application process; 

 Details of final controlled assessments to be taken – worth a percentage of each subject 

GCSE  

 An overview of the external exam process including GCSE exam entries and tiers of entry; 

 Our plan for supporting all students to achieve their best this year through independent 

study, targeted intervention and revision. 

The second section of the curriculum booklet is focussed on individual subjects, including both core 

and options subjects. Each Head of Department has given clear and specific guidelines for students 

in their subject detailing: 

 The curriculum for the final months in the run up to the GCSE; 

 Controlled assessment this year, including 

o Remaining controlled assessment dates & what students need to do to attain well;  

o The process of rewriting of year 10 controlled assessment (where applicable); 

 What students need to do to prepare well for the mock examinations; 

 Information on the structure of the GCSE exam; 

 How best to complete revision and recommendations for appropriate revision websites / 

textbooks and wider reading.  

 

Should you have any questions about the curriculum and assessment plans for the year please speak 

to individual teachers or the relevant Head of Department. Alternatively contact Ms Ozeke (VP –

Curriculum & Assessment e.ozeke@arkacademy.org or the Head of Year Ms Macivor 

j.macivor@arkacademy.org.
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GCSE Exams - Starter for Ten  

 

English and Maths examinations 
 

The autumn term is an important one as students will sit two full GCSE papers in both English and Maths during the 

week beginning 28th October. This papers will be sat in full exam conditions in the exam hall. The papers will be 

marked by students’ class teachers and the results of these exams will be the first indicator of how students are 

likely to perform in the real GCSE’s. The results of these assessments will inform students’ predictions in both 

subjects and their tier of entry in maths.  

 

Mock examinations 
 

The spring term is a very important one as teachers and heads of department in every subject, look carefully at each 

student’s progress and attainment and use it to decide the appropriate tier of entry for their first mock exams.  

The first set of mock exams will take place after the Christmas holidays from 20th January – 31st January. Students 

will sit full GCSE papers in every subject in an exam hall and their overall result will be decided by both their 

controlled assessment grade (where applicable) and their written paper grade.  

 

Exam Entries 
 

The results of these exams, scheduled, will determine the GCSE entries including the tier of entry for every student. 

Each student and their parents will then attend the Exam Entry evening at Ark Academy on 13th February, where 

both will sign off on all GCSE and tier entries.  

More detailed information on the exam entries process, including information on the deposit needed for external 

exams will be sent out next half term. 
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Study support for your child in year 11 

In addition to all the hard work taking place in lessons every day, special support will be provided for Year 11 in this 

crucial year. Staff will be going above and beyond to ensure that every student can fulfil their potential in the GCSE 

exams in the summer. 

These additional levels of support will be available in a variety of ways: 

1. Study Support (Tues-Thurs 3.35-4.30pm, Fri 2.45-3.45pm) 

Like last year, students will be targeted in subjects where they would benefit from extra time at the end of the 

school day. In the spring term, there will be an intense Study Support timetable starting in the lead up to the mock 

exams. We will let parents know which sessions your child has been targeted for and we ask that parents encourage 

students to take advantage of this excellent opportunity by attending and working hard.  

2. Clubs/Drop-in sessions  

A number of departments are offering clubs/drop-in sessions for Year 11 students. This is a fantastic opportunity for 

your child to have help with homework or specific aspects of the course they are finding tricky. 

The Autumn 1 sessions are as follows: 

Monday Tuesday Thursday Friday 

KS4 Art drop-in [307] 
 
KS4 DT drop-in [G05] 
 
KS4 Food & Nutrition 
drop-in [G10] 
 
 

KS4 Art drop-in [307] 
 
KS4 Enterprise [Business] 
Set-Up [G08] 
 
KS4 History Homework drop-
in [206] 
 
Biology Drop-In Clinic [G05] 

[All Years] RE Homework & revision Drop-In [209] 
 
KS4 Geography Homework Drop-In [201] 
 
Yr11 Performing Arts Coursework Support [G09] 
 
KS4 Science Drop-In [103] 
 
KS4 & KS5 Physics Club [604] 

[Yr9-11] 
Spanish 
Conversation 
Club [212] 
 
 

Homework club is on afterschool every day in the library. 

 

3. Saturday and holiday revision sessions 

Some students will be asked in on Saturdays at different points in the year to complete crucial controlled 

assessments or coursework. There will also be comprehensive revision programmes put in place over the half terms 

and Easter holiday to best prepare the students for their exams. You will receive an email and a text message so you 

are aware of sessions your child has been targeted for. We ask that you email back to confirm that your child can 

attend.  

4. Independent learning 

Finally, it is absolutely essential that students are completing independent work (in addition to homework) outside 

of school. By making this investment of time now it will pay huge dividends in the exams this summer. The subject 

pages below are a clear guide to the curriculum content & types of exams students will sit with reference to how 

students can best prepare for these and should be a good start to getting revising early. In addition, there is a 

sample revision timetable on the following page to give you an idea of what we expect students to use from the 

beginning of year 11. 
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Year 11 Homework Timetable 2019-20 

 Each homework given should take 30 – 45 minutes to complete (unless otherwise stated).  

 If you get it done quicker ask yourself if you have given it your very best effort or if you spent more time on it could you 
improve it.  

 Some days you will have more homework than others. This is because of the way your timetable is structured. If you are 
unable to do all of your homework on the night it is given, prioritise what is most urgent or will need most effort to get the 
homework in for the day it is due. 

 
Reminder of Year 11 Blocks: 

A B C 

FR GG HI 

FR GG HI 

SP GG HI 

SP GD HI 

RM MU AD 

FD ME PE 

ME AD DR 

ME BS PA 

BS 
 

 

 

Y11 RE 
TEACHING 

GROUP 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

11BL 
  

  

English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (30 min) 

Option Block A Option Block A Mathematics Option Block C Mathematics 

Biology  RE Chemistry  
 

Physics 

  Option Block B Option Block C 
  

Option Block C 

    Option Block B 

11GR 
  

  

English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (30 min) 

Option Block A Option Block A Mathematics Option Block C Mathematics 

Biology RE Chemistry  
 

Physics 

  Option Block B Option Block C 
  

Option Block C 

    Option Block B 

11OR 
  

  

English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (30 min) 

Option Block A Option Block A Mathematics Option Block C Mathematics 

Biology RE Chemistry  
 

Physics 

  Option Block B Option Block C 
  

Option Block C 

    Option Block B 

11PU 
  

  

English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (30 min) 

Option Block A Option Block A Mathematics Option Block C Mathematics 

Biology RE Chemistry  
 

Physics 

  Option Block B Option Block C 
  

Option Block C 

    Option Block B 
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11RE 
  

  

English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (30 min) 

Option Block A Option Block A Mathematics Option Block C Mathematics 

Biology RE Chemistry  Science Physics 

  Option Block C Option Block B 
 

Option Block C 

    Option Block B 

11SI 
  

  

English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (30 min) 

Option Block A Option Block A Mathematics Option Block C Mathematics 

Biology RE Chemistry  Science Physics 

  Option Block C Option Block B 
 

Option Block C 

    Option Block B 

11TU 
  

  

English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (15 min) English (30 min) 

Option Block A Option Block A Mathematics Option Block C Mathematics 

Biology RE Chemistry  Science Physics 

  Option Block C Option Block B 
 

Option Block C 

    Option Block B 
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Year 11 Revision Timetable 2019-20 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

W
ee

k
 1

 

Session 1 

 

 

        

Session 2 

 

 

Sessions 3 

 

 

W
ee

k
 2

 

Session 1 
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Session 2 

 

 

Sessions 3 
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Session 1 

 

 

       

Session 2 

 

 

Sessions 3 

 

 

 
 
Revision Tips 

1. Plan your time using the revision timetable    
2. Treat Saturday OR Sunday as a school day – do a minimum of 6 hours work 
3. Take regular 15 minute breaks and make sure that you stay hydrated 
4. Use revision guides, past papers, revision cards and highlighters 

5. Do not work on things that you are already good at 
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English Language and English Literature GCSEs 

In year 11, students study for both their English Language and English Literature GCSEs –the focus moves to exam 

preparation as this contributes to the majority of their overall grade. Students will both study new material and revise 

every week.  

What we’ll be studying each half term: 

Half Term Learning  Assessments  Revision focus 

Autumn 1 

 
 Non-fiction writing 

skills.  
 Relationships poetry: 

Students study 15 
poems connected by 
the theme of 
relationships 

 
 Media and non-fiction mock 

exam 
 Homework comprehension 

task and revision red book 
challenge 

 Three mini poetry essays  
 One mock poetry exam 

 Half Term Revision Focus: 
 Read the play Macbeth  
 Revise each of the 15 

relationships poems 

Autumn 2 

 
 Media and non - 

fiction paper and 
writing skills.  

 Students revisit the 
classic play An 
Inspector Calls by J.B. 
Priestley. 

 Preparation for 
Unseen poetry. 

 
 Three mini essays on the 

play  
 Grammar tests 
 Homework comprehension 

and writing tasks 
 One mock modern novel 

exam 
 

Christmas Revision Focus: 
 Create revision cards on 

characters, themes and plot 
from novel studied 

 Create revision matrix on 15 
relationships poems 

Spring 1 

 
 Students will learn 

drills for exam 
technique   and 
practice the needed 
to be successful. 
 

 
 Paper 1 and Paper 2 

practice papers and an 
example essay for English 
each week.  

 One mock modern drama 
exam 

 
Half Term Revision Focus: 

 Essay practice on poetry, 
novel and play studied 

 Non-Fiction Writing 
 Grammar and accuracy crib 

sheet 

Spring 2 

 
 Students will 

concentrate on the 
Media and non-fiction 
paper and also 
revisiting content on: 
- Poetry 
- Unseen poetry 
- Novel 
- Play 

 

 
 Three mock exams on the 

Non-Fiction and Media 
Paper to help us identify 
skills and knowledge gaps 
with students. 

 Grammar tests 
 Homework Media and non-

fiction practice paper and 
writing tasks 
 

Easter Revision Focus: 
 Paper 1 + Paper 2 – revise 

approach to each question 
 Attempt a mock essay 

question on relationships 
poetry, novel, play and 
unseen 

 Learn 5 key quotes for 
poetry, play and novel each 
day respectively 

Summer 1 

Final revision based on the individual needs of classes and students: 
 Modelling of confident responses to essay questions for Paper 1 and 2 in English Literature 
 Giving additional past papers and targeting questions that are problematic for English Language exam 
 Providing regular tests on quotations and key knowledge ‘nuggets’ needed for poetry, play and novel 

analysis 

The GCSE Lowdown: 

Our exam board is AQA and they have removed tiers. All students will sit the same exams on these dates: 

 GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE Wednesday 13th May – Shakespeare and 19
th

 Century Novel and Thursday 21st 

May – Modern texts and poetry  

 GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE Tuesday 2nd June – Paper 1: Explorations in Creative reading and writing and 

Friday 5th  June – Paper 2: Viewpoints and perspectives 
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Keeping up with your revision: 

 Red Revision book: Students will receive an extra revision exercise book, which they should be using weekly 

for consolidation of topics taught in class and revision for upcoming assessments.  

 Flipped learning with Miss Hanna Loves Grammar: Each night Year 11 are set online revision with Miss 

Hanna’s YouTube Channel MissHannaLovesGrammar for their own online tutorials to assist with revision.  

 Online resources: BBC bitesize, Englishbiz and Podbean are all credible tools to help consolidate understanding 

of the Literature texts covered. This is ongoing consolidation of lessons in order to help memorise key facts 

and information.  

  Getting in touch:  If you have any questions please contact your child’s English teacher  

Class Teacher Name Email Address 

11EnBlue Ms. Oyeniran s.oyeniran@arkacademy.org 

11EnGreen Ms. Hanna a.hanna@arkacademy.org 

11EnOrange Mr. Sawbridge t.sawbridge@arkacademy.org 

11EnPurple Ms. Clark i.clark@arkacademy.org 

11EnRed Mr. Burcham m.burcham@arkacademy.org 

11EnSilver Ms. Boyd a.boyd@arkacademy.org 

11EnTurquoise Ms. Johnstone c.johnstone@arkacademy.org 

 

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde  
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What we’ll be studying each half term… 
 

Below is a guide to year 11 mathematics & the final GCSE topics we need to study. You can use it to 
plan the extra revision you do prior to each assessment or support work during half term holidays. 
 

 Topics Assessment 

A
u

tu
m

n
 1

 

o Properties of numbers 
o Using index laws to simplify and evaluate expressions including 

indices 
o Simplify expressions which include surds & rationalise 

denominators 
 

o Estimating & rounding correctly 
o Finding the upper and lower bound of an estimation  
o Calculating area, volume, speed, density and evaluating the 

effect of rounding on these measures 

Students will only be 
assessed formatively this 
half term are the topics 

they have studied 
throughout AUT1  

A
u

tu
m

n
 2

 o Functional maths problems – using number, shape and space 
and statistical methods to solve multi-step, real life problems 

o These are typical type exam questions and are a mix of 
calculator & non-calculator work 
 

 

Students will sit one full 
non-calculator GCSE paper 

and one full calculator 
GCSE papers during the 

AUT2 exams. 
There will be a week of 

revision lessons leading up 
to these exams to help 

prepare students for this. 

Sp
ri

n
g 

1
 

o From now on, students will be given exam packs of specific 

types of questions and later full past paper packs. 
 

EXAM QUESTION FOCUS:   
o How do I solve problems that I’ve never seen before?  

E.G. Simplifying algebraic expressions, forming and solving 
equations  and plotting the equivalent graph; Changing the 
subject of the formula & evaluating formulae given the value of 
each variable 

o How do I use my calculator efficiently? What is the right 

amount of working out on a calculator paper?  

E.G. trigonometry, area & volume & quadratics 

Students will sit one full 
non-calculator GCSE paper 

and two full calculator 
papers for the Mock 

exams. 

Sp
ri

n
g 

2 

EXAM QUESTION FOCUS:   
o What can I learn from the mock exams? 

E.G. 3D problems, vectors, forming and solving equations and 

other key areas for improvement following mock 1 

o What should I do to prepare for the calculator paper? 

Practise of past papers and timing 

 

Students will have regular 

formative assessment 

sitting short 40 mark 

papers. 

Su
m

m
er

 1
 o How can past examiners' tips help me reach my potential in 

GCSE maths? 

o Practise of past papers - using mark schemes & student answers 

as guidance 

TIME FOR THE REAL 

THING! 
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The GCSE Lowdown… 

 

 
GCSE Mathematics A (1MA1) 

HIGHER 
GCSE Mathematics A (1MA1) 

FOUNDATION 

Number, structure 
& timing of papers 

Three written papers, each of which contains 80 marks in total. The first is non 
calculator and the other two are both calculator. Each paper lasts 1 hour 30 

minutes in total 
Each paper is worth 33.3% of the qualification (there is no coursework). 

Tier entry 
Students will be entered for Higher tier (H) or Foundation tier (F). 

All three papers will be taken at the chosen tier. 

Content of the 
papers 

The content is not specifically linked 
to either paper. 

The content is not specifically linked 
to either paper; however, Foundation 

Tier content is subsumed in the 
content for Higher Tier. 

Grades available Grades 9 - 4 available Grades 5 - 1 available 

Functional Maths 
content 

20-30% of each paper 30-40% of each paper 

 
 

Keeping up with your revision… 
 Study support: Year 11 students will have the opportunity to participate in study support 

during the spring term in the build up to mock 2. The sessions will focus on revision and 

exam preparation and will be invaluable for those lucky enough to attend. 

 Green revision book: Students have an extra revision exercise book which they should be 

using weekly for consolidation of topics taught in class and revision for upcoming 

assessments.  

 Maths genie: Students should be using this site regularly as a source of excellent revision 

materials. 

 Hegarty Maths: All students have a Hegarty Maths login to access free video tutorials on 

every GCSE topic. They should complete the quizzes and continuously practice to improve 

progress. 

Getting in touch… 
 

If you have any questions – please email your child’s maths teacher: 
 

Ms Butler k.butler2@arkacademy.org  

Ms Ozeke e.ozeke@arkacademy.org  

Mrs Bowley j.bowley@arkacademy.org  

Mrs Ahmad n.ahmad@arkacademy.org 

Ms Alwan n.alwan@arkacademy.org  

Mr Triantafilidis n.triantafilidis@arkacademy.org  

Ms Burney s.burney@arkacademy.org  
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What we’ll be studying each half term… 
 

 Below is a guide to year 11 additional mathematics & the final topics we need to study. As 

with maths, you can use it to plan the extra revision you do prior to each assessment or 

support work during half term holidays. 

 Topics Assessment 

A
u

tu
m

n
 1

 

No formal new unit of work - instead we will revisit 
topics studied in year 10 during allocated lessons & 
study support including 
o Trigonometry (in right & non right angled 

triangles) equations & identities 
o  Coordinate geometry : the equation of a line & a 

circle 
o The binomial expansion & probability  
o Factor & remainder theorem 

 

Students will sit a modified paper this 
half term. 

 
There will be two revision lessons 

preparing students for this. 

A
u

tu
m

n
 2

 

Calculus 
o Differentiation and links to the gradient function 
o Integration & calculation of areas 
o Application to kinematics 

Inequalities 
o Express real situations in terms of linear 

inequalities 

o Use graphs of linear inequalities to solve 

maximisation & minimisation problems 

Students will sit a modified paper this 
half term. 

 
Again, there will be two revision lessons 

as well as study support sessions 
preparing students for this. 

Sp
ri

n
g 

1
 

 

Logs 
o Properties of exponential functions 

o Properties of logarithmic functions 

o Log graphs 

o Equations involving exponentials 

Students will sit a full practice paper for 
their Mock Exams 

Students’ results will determine whether 
their entry to the Ad maths exam. 

Sp
ri

n
g 

2
 

From now on, students will study through past 
paper packs & examiners reports.   

Students will sit a modified paper this 
half term. 

Su
m

m
er

 1
 

o As with last half term, students will study through 
past paper packs & examiners reports.   

TIME FOR THE REAL THING! 
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The qualification lowdown… 
 

 The full name of the qualification run by the OCR exam board is: OCR Free Standing 

Mathematics Qualification (Advanced)- Additional Mathematics  

 There is only one tier in Ad Maths, with grades A, B, C, D and E available.  

 Students will gain a Level 3 qualification which includes UCAS points – relevant for future 

university applications. 

The exam in more detail… 
 

The exam is two hours and totals 100 marks. There will be two sections to the paper: 
 The first part of the paper contain short questions which test skills 

 In the latter half of the paper, questions increase in marks and test the trickier content in 

application. 

Keeping up with your revision… 
 

Study support: Year 11 students are targeted for study support sessions Wednesday 3.35pm – 
4.30pm for the entire spring term. We strongly recommend every student attends this session.  
 

 Textbooks are available to borrow from Ms Butler to practise consolidation and exam style 

questions – students just need to ask. These books are: 

o Additional Mathematics for OCR Paperback – by Val Hanrahan  

o OCR Additional Mathematics Practice Book Paperback – by Val Hanrahan (Author) 

 Green revision book: Students have an extra revision exercise book which they should be 

using weekly for revision of Ad Maths units of work from year 10 and consolidation of the 

final units to be taught in year 11. 

 

Getting in touch… 
 

If you have any questions – please email: 
 

Mr Triantafilidis n.triantafilidis@arkacademy.org 
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