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MISSION STATEMENT 

Ark Academy has at its core the pursuit of highest standards possible in education.  We 

believe in high aspirations, high motivation and high achievement for all.  Through our 

extended curriculum and community life we seek to meet the needs of the whole person.  

Civitas – Citizenship – is at our core.  We will build a community of civic pride and social 

justice in which all members are equally valued.  We are committed to the service of young 

people and to helping them play their full part in society. 

 

In light of this we aim to: 

• Provide every student with the knowledge, skills, self belief and motivation to be 

successful in their learning and lives 

• Welcome, value and respect all who come to the school 

• Build a community based on justice and a sense of personal responsibility 

• Provide opportunities for all to experience CIVITAS whilst developing a spirit of 

tolerance and understanding for all cultures, traditions and faiths 

• Promote dialogue and co-operation with the wider community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Driving Principles are: 

 

• Excellence 

• Citizenship 

• Participation 

• Persistence 
 

Our goal  

Our goal is that all students should be able to access higher education and participate fully in our 

democratic society. 
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Introduction 

Year 11 – it’s finally here! 

We have reached the most important year for our year 11 students so far and the culmination of their 

work in key stages 3 and 4 is on the horizon. You will understandably have lots of questions regarding 

the curriculum, assessments and expectations after the past two very disrupted years of lockdowns. 

This booklet, focuses both on the year 11 curriculum and the upcoming GCSE examinations and has 

been designed as a ‘go to guide’ for you to reference during the key months ahead. It should answer 

any questions you may have. 

In the first section you will find: 

▪ A comprehensive timeline of the year, including dates for key assessments, mini mock exams, 

full mock exams & the GCSE exams themselves, parents’ evenings and the Sixth Form 

application process; 

▪ Details of final controlled assessments to be taken – worth a percentage of each subject GCSE  

▪ An overview of the external exam process including GCSE exam entries and tiers of entry; 

▪ Our plan for supporting all students to achieve their best this year through independent 

study, targeted intervention and revision. 

The second section of the curriculum booklet is focussed on individual subjects, including both core 

and options subjects. Each Head of Department has given clear and specific guidelines for students in 

their subject detailing: 

• The curriculum for the final months in the run up to the GCSE; 

• Controlled assessment this year, including 

o Remaining controlled assessment dates & what students need to do to attain well;  

o The process of rewriting of year 10 controlled assessment (where applicable); 

• What students need to do to prepare well for the mock examinations; 

• Information on the structure of the GCSE exam; 

• How best to complete revision and recommendations for appropriate revision websites / 

textbooks and wider reading.  

 

Should you have any questions about the curriculum and assessment plans for the year please speak 

to individual teachers or the relevant Head of Department.  

Alternatively contact Ms Keane (VP –Curriculum t.keane@arkacademy.org, Head of Year Miss Milea 

a.milea@arkacademy.org or Head of Key Stage 4  Mr Foster m.foster@arkacademy.org.
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GCSE Exams - Starter for Ten  

 

English and Maths examinations 
 

The autumn term is an important one as students will sit their first real mock exams in all subjects. These exams will 

start the week beginning the 1st of November when pupils will sit an English and maths mock exam in the exam hall. 

This will be followed a few weeks later, the week starting 22nd November, by exams in all remaining subjects which 

will take place in lesson. Each department will have outlined in their subject page exactly what will be assessed in 

those exams and the papers will be marked by students’ class teachers. The results of these exams will be the first 

indicator of how students are likely to perform in the real GCSE’s. The results of these assessments will inform 

students’ predictions in both subjects and their tier of entry in applicable subjects.  

 

Mock examinations 
 

The spring term is also a very important one as teachers and heads of department in every subject, look carefully at 

each student’s progress and attainment and use it to decide the appropriate tier of entry for next set of mock exams.  

These examinations will take place after the Spring half term break from the 28th of February – 15th of March. Students 

will sit full GCSE papers in every subject in an exam hall and their overall result will be decided by both their controlled 

assessment grade (where applicable) and their written paper grade.  

 

Exam Entries 
 

The results of these exams, scheduled, will determine the GCSE entries including the tier of entry for every student. 

Each student and their parents will then attend the Exam Entry evening at Ark Academy on 22nd March, where both 

will sign off on all GCSE and tier entries. More detailed information on the exam entries process, including 

information on the deposit needed for external exams will be sent out next half term. 

GCSE Examinations 

The provisional dates for the GCSE examinations have been released to 

schools and are due to start on Monday 16th May with religious studies paper 

1. 

They will continue throughout May and June with the last “big exam” that 

involves all pupils will be on Thursday 23rd June with physics paper 2. There 

are some heritage languages exams after this but involve only small numbers 

of pupils.  
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Study support for your child in year 11 

In addition to all the hard work taking place in lessons every day, special support will be provided for Year 11 in this 

crucial year. Staff will be going above and beyond to ensure that every student can fulfil their potential in the GCSE 

exams in the summer. 

These additional levels of support will be available in a variety of ways: 

1. Study Support (Tues-Thurs 3.35-4.30pm, Fri 2.45-3.45pm) 

Students will be targeted in subjects where they would benefit from extra time at the end of the school day. In the 

spring term, there will be an intense Study Support timetable starting in the lead up to the mock exams. We will let 

parents know which sessions your child has been targeted for and we ask that parents encourage students to take 

advantage of this excellent opportunity by attending and working hard.  

2. Saturday and holiday revision sessions 

Some students may be asked in on Saturdays at different points in the year to complete crucial controlled 

assessments or coursework. There will also be comprehensive revision programmes put in place over the half terms 

and Easter holiday to best prepare the students for their exams. You will receive an email and a text message so you 

are aware of sessions your child has been targeted for. We ask that you email back to confirm that your child can 

attend.  

3. Independent learning 

Finally, it is absolutely essential that students are completing independent work (in addition to homework) outside 

of school. We know some students developed excellent independent study skills during the COVID-19 lockdown the 

tricks and techniques learned here should not be forgotten and built on to buffer the learning taking place in school.  

Our pupils are in the enviable position of having their own Chromebook specifically set up to help them access 

learning platforms and revision materials to help them structure their independent learning. By making this 

investment of time now it will pay huge dividends in the exams this summer. The subject pages below are a clear 

guide to the curriculum content & types of exams students will sit with reference to how students can best prepare 

for these and should be a good start to getting revising early. In addition, there is a sample revision timetable on the 

following page to give you an idea of what we expect students to use from the beginning of year 11. 
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Year 11 Homework Timetable 2021-22 

• Each homework given should take 30 – 45 minutes to complete (unless otherwise stated).  

• If you get it done quicker ask yourself if you have given it your very best effort or if you spent more time on it could you 
improve it.  

• Some days you will have more homework than others. This is because of the way your timetable is structured. If you are 
unable to do all of your homework on the night it is given, prioritise what is most urgent or will need most effort to get the 
homework in for the day it is due. 
 

YEAR 11 BLOCKS 2021-22   

  A B C 

  HI FR AD 

  GG SP BS 

    BS GG 

  
 AE DT 

  
  MU 

    PA 

    PE 

Y11 RE 
TEACHING 

GROUP 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

11BL 
  

  

English  English  English  English  English  

Option Block A Option Block C Chemistry  Mathematics Option Block B 

Option Block C Option Block B RE Physics Option Block A 

Biology           

11GR 
  

  

English  English  English  English  English  

Option Block A Option Block C Chemistry  Mathematics Option Block B 

Option Block C Option Block B RE Physics Option Block A 

Biology           

11OR 
  

  

English  English  English  English  English  

Option Block A Option Block C Chemistry  Mathematics Option Block B 

Option Block C Option Block B RE Physics Option Block A 

Biology       
 

 
  

11PU 
  

  

English  English  English  English  English  

Option Block A Option Block C Chemistry  Mathematics Option Block B 

Option Block C Option Block B RE Physics Option Block A 

Biology           

11RE 
  

  

English  English  English  English  English  

Option Block A Option Block C Chemistry  Mathematics Option Block B 

Option Block C Option Block B  Physics Option Block A 

Biology         RE  

11SI 
  

  

English  English  English  English  English  

Option Block A Option Block C Chemistry Mathematics Option Block B 

Option Block C Option Block B  Physics Option Block A 

Biology         RE  
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11TU 
  

  

English  English  English  English  English  

Option Block A Option Block C Chemistry Mathematics Option Block B 

Option Block C Option Block B  Physics Option Block A 

Biology         RE  

11YE 
  

  

English  English  English  English  English  

Option Block A Option Block C Chemistry Mathematics Option Block B 

Option Block C Option Block B  Physics Option Block A 

Biology         RE  
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Year 11 Revision Timetable 2020-21 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

W
ee

k
 1

 

Session 1 

 

 

        

Session 2 

 

 

Sessions 3 

 

 

W
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k
 2

 

Session 1 
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Session 2 

 

 

Sessions 3 
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Session 1 

 

 

       

Session 2 

 

 

Sessions 3 

 

 

 
 
Revision Tips 

1. Plan your time using the revision timetable    
2. Treat Saturday OR Sunday as a school day – do a minimum of 6 hours work 
3. Take regular 15 minute breaks and make sure that you stay hydrated 
4. Use revision guides, past papers, revision cards and highlighters 

5. Do not work on things that you are already good at 
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English Language and English Literature GCSEs 

In year 11, students study for both their English Language and English Literature GCSEs –the focus moves to exam 

preparation as this contributes to the majority of their overall grade. Students will both study new material and revise 

every week.  

Breakdown of the Year: 

Half Term Topics Covered 

AUT 1 New Content 
Literature Paper 1: Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 

AUT2 Revision 
Language Paper 2 
Literature Paper 2: Poetry 

SPR 1 Revision 
Language Paper 1 
Literature Paper 1: Macbeth 

SPR 2 Revision 
Literature Paper 1: Macbeth 
Literature Paper 2: Unseen Poetry 
Language Papers 1 and 2: Writing Skills 

SUM 1 Overall revision and final skills consolidation 

 

 

 

Keeping up with your revision: 

Independent revision skills are the key to unlocking GCSE success.  There is fantastic support available both within the 

department and more widely which will allow your child to excel in their English GCSE and demonstrate the very best 

of their skills.  Some of these include: 

✓ Red Revision book: Students will receive an extra revision exercise book, which they should be using weekly 

for consolidation of topics taught in class and revision for upcoming assessments.  

✓ Flipped learning with Miss Hanna Loves Grammar: Each night Year 11 are set online revision with Miss 

Hanna’s YouTube Channel MissHannaLovesGrammar for their own online tutorials to assist with revision.  

1 question in two parts ‘Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’  
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✓ Online resources: BBC bitesize, Englishbiz and Podbean are all credible tools to help consolidate understanding 

of the Literature texts covered. This is ongoing consolidation of lessons in order to help memorise key facts 

and information.  

✓  Getting in touch:  If you have any questions please contact your child’s English teacher  

Class Teacher Name Email Address 

11EnBlue Mr Mannerings f.mannerings@arkacademy.org 

11EnGreen Mr. Sawbridge t.sawbridge@arkacademy.org 

11EnOrange Mr. Lam m.lam@arkacademy.org 

11EnPurple Ms. Oyeniran s.oyeniran@arkacademy.org 

11EnRed Ms. Clark i.clark@arkacademy.org 

11EnSilver Ms. Johnstone c.johnstone@arkacademy.org 

11EnTurquoise Mr Bennet j.bennet@arkacademy.org 

 

For any additional guidance about this course contact: 

 

 

 

 

 

Head of Department: Ms Clark -i.clark@arkacademy.org 

Second in Charge:  

Ms Johnstone – c.johnstone@arkacademy.org 
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What we’ll be studying each half term… 
 

Below is a guide to year 11 mathematics & the final GCSE topics we need to study. You can use it to 
plan the extra revision you do prior to each assessment or support work during half term holidays. 
 

 Topics Assessment 

A
u

tu
m

n
 1

 

o Properties of numbers 
o Using index laws to simplify and evaluate expressions including 

indices 
o Simplify expressions which include surds & rationalise 

denominators 
 

o Estimating & rounding correctly 
o Finding the upper and lower bound of an estimation  
o Calculating area, volume, speed, density and evaluating the 

effect of rounding on these measures 

Students will only be 
assessed formatively this 
half term are the topics 

they have studied 
throughout AUT1  

A
u

tu
m

n
 2

 o Functional maths problems – using number, shape and space 
and statistical methods to solve multi-step, real life problems 

o These are typical type exam questions and are a mix of 
calculator & non-calculator work 
 

 

Students will sit one 
adjusted non-calculator 

GCSE paper and one 
adjusted calculator GCSE 
papers during the AUT2 

exams. 
There will be a week of 

revision lessons leading up 
to these exams to help 

prepare students for this. 

Sp
ri

n
g 

1
 

o From now on, students will be given exam packs of specific 

types of questions and later full past paper packs. 
 

EXAM QUESTION FOCUS:   
o How do I solve problems that I’ve never seen before?  

E.G. Simplifying algebraic expressions, forming and solving 
equations  and plotting the equivalent graph; Changing the 
subject of the formula & evaluating formulae given the value of 
each variable 

o How do I use my calculator efficiently? What is the right 

amount of working out on a calculator paper?  

E.G. trigonometry, area & volume & quadratics 

Students will sit one full 
non-calculator GCSE paper 

and two full calculator 
papers for the Mock 

exams. 

Sp
ri

n
g 

2 

EXAM QUESTION FOCUS:   
o What can I learn from the mock exams? 

E.G. 3D problems, vectors, forming and solving equations and 

other key areas for improvement following mock 1 

o What should I do to prepare for the calculator paper? 

Practise of past papers and timing 

 

Students will have regular 

formative assessment 

sitting short 40 mark 

papers. 

Su
m

m
er

 1
 o How can past examiners' tips help me reach my potential in 

GCSE maths? 

o Practise of past papers - using mark schemes & student answers 

as guidance 

TIME FOR THE REAL 

THING! 
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The GCSE Lowdown… 
 

 
GCSE Mathematics A (1MA1) 

HIGHER 
GCSE Mathematics A (1MA1) 

FOUNDATION 

Number, structure 
& timing of papers 

Three written papers, each of which contains 80 marks in total. The first is non 
calculator and the other two are both calculator. Each paper lasts 1 hour 30 

minutes in total 
Each paper is worth 33.3% of the qualification (there is no coursework). 

Tier entry 
Students will be entered for Higher tier (H) or Foundation tier (F). 

All three papers will be taken at the chosen tier. 

Content of the 
papers 

The content is not specifically linked 
to either paper. 

The content is not specifically linked 
to either paper; however, Foundation 

Tier content is subsumed in the 
content for Higher Tier. 

Grades available Grades 4 - 9 available Grades 1 - 5 available 

Functional Maths 
content 

20-30% of each paper 30-40% of each paper 

 
 

Keeping up with your revision… 
✓ Study support: Year 11 students will have the opportunity to participate in study support 

during the spring term in the build up to mock 2. The sessions will focus on revision and 

exam preparation and will be invaluable for those lucky enough to attend. 

✓ Green revision book: Students have an extra revision exercise book which they should be 

using weekly for consolidation of topics taught in class and revision for upcoming 

assessments.  

✓ Maths genie: Students should be using this site regularly as a source of excellent revision 

materials. 

✓ Hegarty Maths: All students have a Hegarty Maths login to access free video tutorials on 

every GCSE topic. They should complete the quizzes and continuously practice to improve 

progress. 

Getting in touch… 
 

If you have any questions – please email your child’s maths teacher: 
 

Ms Rees h.rees@arkacademy.org  

Mrs Bowley j.bowley@arkacademy.org  

Mrs Ahmad n.ahmad@arkacademy.org 

Ms Alwan n.alwan@arkacademy.org  

Mr Skehel o.skehel@arkacademy.org  

Ms Burney s.burney@arkacademy.org  

Mrs Butler k.butler2@arkacademy.org 
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What we’ll be studying each half term… 
 

✓ Below is a guide to year 11 additional mathematics & the final topics we need to study. As 

with maths, you can use it to plan the extra revision you do prior to each assessment or 

support work during half term holidays. 

 Topics Assessment 

A
u

tu
m

n
 1

 

No formal new unit of work - instead we will revisit 
topics studied in year 10 during allocated lessons & 
study support including 
o Trigonometry (in right & non right angled 

triangles) equations & identities 
o  Coordinate geometry : the equation of a line & a 

circle 
o The binomial expansion & probability  
o Factor & remainder theorem 

 

Students will sit a modified paper this 
half term. 

 
There will be two revision lessons 

preparing students for this. 

A
u

tu
m

n
 2

 

Calculus 
o Differentiation and links to the gradient function 
o Integration & calculation of areas 
o Application to kinematics 

Inequalities 
o Express real situations in terms of linear 

inequalities 

o Use graphs of linear inequalities to solve 

maximisation & minimisation problems 

Students will sit a modified paper this 
half term. 

 
Again, there will be two revision lessons 

as well as study support sessions 
preparing students for this. 

Sp
ri

n
g 

1
 

 

Logs 
o Properties of exponential functions 

o Properties of logarithmic functions 

o Log graphs 

o Equations involving exponentials 

Students will sit a full practice paper for 
their Mock Exams 

Students’ results will determine whether 
their entry to the Ad maths exam. 

Sp
ri

n
g 

2
 

From now on, students will study through past 
paper packs & examiners reports.   

Students will sit a modified paper this 
half term. 

Su
m

m
er

 1
 

o As with last half term, students will study through 
past paper packs & examiners reports.   

TIME FOR THE REAL THING! 
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The qualification lowdown… 
 

✓ The full name of the qualification run by the OCR exam board is: OCR Free Standing 

Mathematics Qualification (Advanced)- Additional Mathematics  

✓ There is only one tier in Ad Maths, with grades A, B, C, D and E available.  

✓ Students will gain a Level 3 qualification which includes UCAS points – relevant for future 

university applications. 

The exam in more detail… 
 

The exam is two hours and totals 100 marks. There will be two sections to the paper: 
✓ The first part of the paper contain short questions which test skills 

✓ In the latter half of the paper, questions increase in marks and test the trickier content in 

application. 

Keeping up with your revision… 
 

Study support: Year 11 students are targeted for study support sessions Thursday 3.35pm – 4.30pm 
for the entire spring term. We strongly recommend every student attends this session.  
 

✓ Textbooks are available to borrow from Ms Butler to practise consolidation and exam style 

questions – students just need to ask. These books are: 

o Additional Mathematics for OCR Paperback – by Val Hanrahan  

o OCR Additional Mathematics Practice Book Paperback – by Val Hanrahan (Author) 

✓ Green revision book: Students have an extra revision exercise book which they should be 

using weekly for revision of Ad Maths units of work from year 10 and consolidation of the 

final units to be taught in year 11. 

 

Getting in touch… 
 

If you have any questions – please email: 
 

Ms Burney s.burney@arkacademy.org  
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Overview 

All pupils at Ark Academy have started their GCSE studies in the summer term of Year 9. They will 

now continue that course of study and have been divided into GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy 

(which is the same as the old Double Science) and Triple Science (GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry 

& GCSE Physics).  

If your child is doing GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy, they will follow a pathway like those doing 

GCSE Triple Science and complete a total of 24 topics across the 3 science disciplines. If your child 

is following the Triple Science route, they will cover the same topics however they will explore some 

of those topics in more depth. The subject content topics are listed further down this guide. 

GCSE AQA curriculum pathway 

 

When will they be taught? 

Regardless of what pathway they are following all pupils will study all 3 Sciences – Biology, Chemistry 

and Physics. Triple and Combined science students have 2 lessons of Biology, 2 lessons of Chemistry 

and 2 lessons of Physics (a total of 6 lessons) every week. 

We have structured our teaching plan to cover all 24 topics by the Spring term of Yr11. After which 

we will focus on revision, MOCKS and exam preparation until May 2022, when GCSE Examination 

begins. Students will revisit some topics throughout Y10 and 11, as we intentionally spiral more 

complex topics. Students will complete topic tests for most units, along with full exam paper practise 

during Yr10 Sum term exams and Yr11 mock exams. 
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Subject Content 

• It is very important to note that all topics are assessed at the end of Year 11 - May 2022.  

• Those studying Triple Science will follow the same trajectory as the Combined Science pupils; 

however will be moving at a slightly faster pace at some points to ensure that they are covering 

the additional topics within a similar timeframe.  

• Due to ‘lockdowns’ in 2021 we have adjusted our teaching plan to ensure all content is finished 

during Spring term 2022.  

• We will be able to carry out practical’s this year but we also have our own videos to ensure 

students are familiar with the theory and procedures for each practical before their exams. 

• The topics in bold below have already been covered – we will review most topics in our planned 

revision before exams. Students will also be given planned revision to cover the remainder of 

topics as Independent Learning. 

GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy/ Triple Science 

AQA: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464 

Biology: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461 

Chemistry: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462 

Physics: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463 

Biology 

7 topics 

Chemistry 

10 topics 

Physics 

7 topics 

1 Cell Biology 1 Atomic structure and the 

periodic table 

1 Energy 

2 Organisation 2 Bonding, structure and the 

properties of matter 

2 Electricity 

3 Infection and 

Response 

3 Quantitative Chemistry 3 Particle model of 

matter 

4 Bioenergetics 4 Chemical Changes 4 Atomic structure 

5 Homeostasis and 

response 

5 Energy changes 5 Forces 

6 Inheritance, variation 

and evolution 

6 The rate and extent of 

chemical change 

6 Waves (part 1) 

7 Ecology 7 Organic chemistry 7 Magnetism and 

electromagnetism 
 

8 Chemical analysis 8 Space (TRIPLE) 

9 Chemistry of the atmosphere 
 

10 Using resources 
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How will they be assessed?  

• Combined Science: Trilogy pupils will sit SIX GCSE exam papers (two in each Science) in the 

GCSE exam block. 

• Each exam will be 75min, worth 70 marks and count towards 16.7% of the GCSE. 

• Students will be awarded two grades using the 9-1 grading system. For example, 5-5, 7-6, 4-

3, 9-8. 

 

 

 

 

GCSE Triple Science 

 

Triple scientists will cover the same topics as the Combined Scientists; however will cover some of 

the topics in more depth  

 

How will they be assessed?   

• Triple science pupils will sit SIX GCSE exam papers (two in each Science) in the GCSE exam 

block. 

• Each exam will be 105min, worth 100 marks and count towards 50% of the GCSE. These 

exams are longer than the combined award as they are assessing extra content.  

• Students will be awarded grades using the 9-1 grading system for each subject. For 

example: Biology – 8, Chemistry – 9, Physics – 7.  

 

 

 

 

Homework 

All science students will be set one thirty minute homework in each Science each week (one for 

Chemistry, one for Biology, one for Physics), this will be a diagnostic quiz to be completed on 

‘Show my Homework’.  Students will also be expected to complete the Independent Learning task 

stated on Show my Homework and maintain a revision folder.  
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Independent Learning 

All students are expected to become independent learners and take an active role in extending 

their learning beyond the classroom. Over the first term students will have lessons dedicated to 

using a revision folder and how to make notes. All students have a list of tasks they can complete 

inside the front page of their workbooks. These tasks should be completed on separate paper and 

added to their revision folders. Students should bring these folders into school each term for 

teachers to track their progress. 

All students are expected 

to: 

❑ Have a revision 

folder 

❑ Buy a Revision guide 

– These are 

available now on 

ParentPay 

❑ Review their lessons 

for the week and 

make Cornell notes/ 

flash cards/ 

summary notes 

❑ Print out some past 

papers and practise 

exam Questions (all 

can be found on 

the AQA website) 

❑ Use Kerboodle to 

access the textbook 

and other resources 

– ask /email teacher 

if unsure of login 

❑ Use other relevant 

revision websites 

(Seneca/ BBC 

Bitesize) or watch 

revision videos (Free 

Science lessons/ 

Fuse School) 

 
            

Getting in touch… 

If you have any questions – please email Ms McGrath (Head of Science) at s.mcgrath@arkacademy.org 
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Course Overview 
 
The Art and Design GCSE allows you to explore your 
creativity through personal responses to a theme set by 
the exam board. 
 
You will undertake 4 projects across the GCSE course  
which will allow you to experiment using a variety of 
art materials, processes and techniques; painting, draw-
ing, sculpture, digital manipulation and printmaking. 
 
Over the course you will be expected to meet all the 
Assessment Objectives set out by our Exam Board 
(AQA). 
 
In additional to meeting the Assessment Objectives 
you will develop skills in: 
 
• Expressing your ideas  
• Journaling your journey of exploration through the 

use of materials and your ideas 
• Work on your mastery in drawing and working 

with basic art techniques 
• Explore your imagination 
• Analyse the work of other artist, designers and 

crafts people 
• Working independently and collaboratively 
• As well as practicing your problem solving,  
       communication and interpersonal skills 
 

 
Course Structure and Assessment 

Course Coordinator: D.Paton 
D.paton@arkacademy.org 

100% Personal Portfolio Assessment 

Final Assessment of all work is carried out 
by the Art Department, then an externally 
moderated by a visiting moderator. 
 
There will be an exhibition of all the work 
created by each students at the end of the 
course. 

Independent creation of a personal portfolio 
which explore a variety of materials and all the 
Assessment Objectives 

Routes of Progression 

Examples of GCSE 
work 

Examples of GCSE 
work 

The course will enable students to de-
velop a full and coherent body of work presented in sketchbooks and portfoli-
os of work which will allow them to progress too Higher and Further Educa-
tion path-

• Art and Design 

• Photography, Photo Journalism 

• Digital Art and Animation 

• Graphic and Product Design 

• Art History 

• Fashion and Textiles Design 

• Interior and Industrial Design 

• Architecture 

• Advertising and Marketing 

• Film Making 

• Costume and Set Design 

• Illustration 

• Web and Software Design 

• Car  and Aeronautical Design 

• Furniture design 

• Medical photography and Illustration 

In light of the changes to the GCSE re-
quirements following lockdown, the 2021 
cohort WILL NOT undertake component 2 
of the course, in accordance with the exam-
ining body directions. Students will com-
plete their current  project—Identity, as 
planned, but instead of undertaking the 
ESA normally set by the exam board they 
will undertake a final coursework project, 
enabling them to make up for any lost time 
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Course Outline 

In Years 10 and 11 in Business Studies students work 

towards gaining one single GCSE. In this course, 

students cover two themes of study: Investigating small 

business and Building a business. 

Investigating small business concentrates on the key 

business concepts, issues and skills involved in starting 

and running a small business. It provides a framework 

for students to explore core concepts through the lens 

of an entrepreneur setting up a business. 

Building a business examines how a business develops 

beyond the start-up phase. It focuses on the key 

business concepts, issues and decisions used to grow a 

business, with emphasis on aspects of marketing, 

operations, finance and human resources. The theme 

also considers the impact of the wider world on the 

decisions a business makes as it grows. 

Assessment 

The course is assessed by two exams sat in May or June 

of Year 11. Each exam is 1 hour and 30 minutes in 

duration and is out of 90 marks. 

Questions in Exam 1 will relate to the content that 

appears in Theme 1. Questions in Exam 2 will relate to 

the content that appears in Theme 2 underpinning 

knowledge and understanding developed through 

Theme 1 as appropriate. 

Homework 

Students are set a homework task each week uploaded 

to the SatchelOne platform. Tasks and include keyword 

definitions, reading and research and exam style 

questions, revision from their Business revision guide as 

well as completing questions from this guide, creating 

revision resources in preparation for their half termly 

and end of year assessments. 

 

Each piece of homework will centre around one of the 

elements of their exams for Themes 1 and 2. Homework 

tasks must be completed by 4pm on Thursday of each 

week. Students are expected to do further revision on 

top of this and keep up to date with business trends and 

news articles. 

 

Homework task submissions will be used to track 

knowledge and understanding of students, identifying 

where they are at in terms of understanding, where they 

need to go next and how they will get there. 

Intervention will be targeted at times to support the 

progress of students to ensure they stay on track to 

achieve the very best possible outcome. 

 

Progression to Professional Pathways 

Professional Pathways (PP) is Ark’s approach to 

providing a more inclusive curriculum pathway through 

our schools, ensuring our mission is achievable for all. 

The PP Business programme is an innovative post-16 

programme that empowers students to develop best 

practice in delivering vocational qualifications. Our 

focus is on training and empowering students to work 

with businesses directly. 

The main component of the course is a Level 3 BTEC 

Extended Diploma that is equivalent to 3 A Levels. PP 

Business benefits from Ark’s partnerships with major 

businesses and organisations. Last year’s programme 

includes visits to Lloyds Banking Group and Salesforce, 

with sessions and coursework delivered by trained 

experts from both organisations. 

 

Links 

• BBC Bitesize GCSE Business Studies 

• businessballs.com  

• www.bbcnews.co.uk/business 
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GCSE Design & Technology 

Overview: GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate confidently and successfully in an increasingly 
technological world. Students will gain awareness and learn from wider influences on Design and Technology including 
historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic factors. Students will get the opportunity to work creatively when 
designing and making and apply technical and practical expertise. 

 
Paper 1 

What's assessed How it's assessed 
• Core technical principles 

• Specialist technical principles 

• Designing and making principles 

• Written exam: 2 hours 
• 100 marks 
• 50% of GCSE 

Questions 
Section A – Core technical principles (20 marks) 
A mixture of multiple choice and short answer questions assessing a breadth of technical knowledge and 
understanding. 
Section B – Specialist technical principles (30 marks) 
Several short answer questions (2–5 marks) and one extended response to assess a more in-depth knowledge 
of technical principles. 
Section C – Designing and making principles (50 marks) 
A mixture of short answer and extended response questions. 

+ 
Non-exam assessment (NEA) 

What's assessed How it's assessed 

Practical application of: 
• Core technical principles 
• Specialist technical principles 
• Designing and making principles 

Non-exam assessment (NEA): 30–35 hours  
• 100 marks 
• 50% of GCSE 

Task(s) Substantial design and make task: 

• Students will produce a prototype and a portfolio of evidence 

• Assessment criteria: 

• Identifying and investigating design possibilities 

• Producing a design brief and specification 

• Generating design ideas 

• Developing design ideas 

• Realising design ideas 

• Analysing & evaluating 

 
Routes of progression: 

• Aerospace engineer 

• Animator 

• Architect 

• Carpenter 

• Machinist 

• Model maker 

• Design Technician 

• Costume designer 

• Electrician 

• Lighting technician 

• Graphic and Product Design 

• Personal shopper 

• Interior and industrial design 

• Quantity surveyor 

• Set designer 

• Engineer 

• Fashion and textiles design 

• Car and aeronautical design
 
 

Changes for this year: Students will be supported in preparing for their exam and non-exam assessment to make up for time 

lost last year. The final outcome for the non-exam assessment will be a more basic prototype than usual as “there is no longer 

a requirement for the production of a full prototype which will allow teachers to make the best use of teaching time”. Students 

will be assisted in learning all exam content they need to know for the exam. 
 

Contacts: 
Mr Paton –– d.paton@arkacademy.org  Head of Art, Design & Technology 
Mr Asare – d.asare@arkacademy.org  HOY Yr8 
Ms Coplee – k.copless@arkacademy.org Lead teacher DT 
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Y11 GCSE Geography 

Overview:  

Your child is studying New AQA 

Geography specification and will 

need to revise everything they 

have studied in Year 10 and 11 for 

the final external exams in summer 

2020. The course has three papers. 

The table below shows all the 
topics your child will have studied for their exam: 

Paper 1: Living with the Physical 
Environment 

Paper 2: Challenges in the Human 
Environment 

Section A 
The Challenges of Natural Hazards 

Section A 
Urban Issues and challenges  

Section B 
The Living World  

Section B 
The Changing Economic World  

Section C 
Physical Landscapes in the UK  

Section C 
The Challenge of Resource Management  

Section D 
Geographical Skills 

Section D 
Geographical Skills 

Paper  3: Geographical Applications  
Section A 
Issue Evaluation 
Section B 
Geographical Skills 

 

Homework: Weekly homework focuses on recapping knowledge from the lessons, 

answering past paper exam questions and creating revision resources. This will be 

logged by the teacher on show my homework. It is essential that all homework is 

completed to the highest possible standard and handed in on time, so that teachers are 

able to give targeted feedback to your child to improve their learning. 

To extended and develop understanding: Your child should be encouraged to keep 

up-to-date with current affairs by watching the news and reading a good quality 

broadsheet at least once a week. This will enable them to gain a greater understanding 

of geography in the news and build on the topics studied in class. 

 

 

 

 

Paper 1: Living with the Physical Environment 
• 1 hour 30 min  
• 35% of GCSE  

Paper 2: Challenges in the Human Environment 
• 1 hour 30 min 
• 35% of GCSE 

Paper 3: Geographical Applications 
• 1 hour 15 min 
• 30% of GCSE 

Useful websites: 

✓ http://www.kerboodle.com  

✓ http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geo

graphy/ 

Contacts: 

➢ Ms Tamburello: l.tamburello@arkacademy.org  

➢ Ms Shah: r.shah@arkacademy.org  

➢ Ms Cooney: j.cooney@arkacademy.org  

➢ Ms Jervis: b.jervis@arkacademy.org  
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Overview 

History at GCSE is both a continuation and extension of your child’s learning at Key Stage Three. They will be 

revisiting ideas encountered in Years 7, 8 and 9 as well as exploring new aspects of the past such as the 

History of Medicine. Students will be following the Edexcel History specification across Years 10 and 11. This 

is comprised of 3 exams, which cover four different units. All examinations will take place at the end of Year 

11. 

 

The table below shows the breakdown of teaching and assessment in Year 11. Your child will have three 

History lessons per week throughout Year 11 and will be assessed every half term, alongside receiving 

feedback on exam questions completing in lessons. 

 

Homework:  

 

Every week, your child will be set a diagnostic homework quiz of 10 multiple choice questions based on the 

week’s learning. Students must either achieve 100% in the quiz or attempt it three times in order to complete 

their homework. Year 11 teachers may also set additional exam question practice alongside this when 

necessary. 

 

Students are also equipped with a revision booklet at the start of each new unit. This will support them when 

completing the diagnostic quiz, as well as with revision during assessment periods. 

 

Revision:  

 

Sitting and ‘reading’ a book is not an effective way to revise… students need to be ACTIVE.  Our favourite 
revision methods for students are: 
 

• Creating flashcards and quizzing themselves on them, or asking someone to quiz them. 
• Spending more time quizzing themselves on topics they are less confident on. 
• Writing answers to past exam questions (students will be given plenty to practice!) 

 

Year 11 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Paper 2, Section B: Early 

Elizabethan England, 1558-

1588  

Paper 2, Section A: Superpower 

relations and the Cold War, 1941-

1991 

FINAL GCSE EXAMS: 

PAPER 1 : (1h15m) 

Medicine in Britain, c1250-present AND 

The British Sector of the Western 

Front:   

PAPER 2: 

Superpower relations and the Cold 

War, 1941-1991 AND Early Elizabethan 

England, 1558-88  (1h45m) 

PAPER 3: (1h20m) 

Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39 

Assessment 

Paper 2 

exam 

questions 

Paper 2 section B 

(Elizabeth) exam 

and Paper 3 

Section B 

(Germany 

interpretations) 

questions 

MOCK EXAMS: 

Paper 1 (Medicine), 

Paper 2 (Elizabeth), 

Paper 3 (Germany) 

Paper 2, Section 

A (Cold War) 

exam questions  
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Useful Resources:  

 

• BBC Bitesize for GCSE History - http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/shp/ 

• History Learning Site – http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/weimar_germany.htm (not the same 

exam board, but useful content) 

• Edexcel/Pearson pages for Parents and Students - http://www.edexcel.com/i-am-

a/student/Pages/home.aspx (if you are not sure what you are looking for, please contact your child’s 

teacher who will be able to help) 

 

 

 

Contacts: 

➢ Ms Kinnon: a.kinnon1@arkacademy.org  

➢ Mr Hill: m.hill@arkacademy.org  

➢ Miss Pitkin: f.pitkin@arkacademy.org  

➢ Mr Nugent: p.nugent@arkacademy.org  

➢ Ms Moloney: o.moloney1@arkacademy.org  
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LANGUAGES: 

FRENCH & SPANISH GCSE
(exam board: EDEXCEL)

Aims of the GCSE Course

• An understanding of French/ Spanish in a variety of contexts

• A knowledge of French/ Spanish vocabulary and structures

• Transferable learning skills

• The ability to communicate effectively in French/ Spanish

• An awareness and understanding of countries and communities where French/ Spanish 

is spoken

THEMES & TOPICS (covered in Year 9 and in Year 10)

THEME 1: IDENTITY AND CULTURE

• Who am I?

• Daily life

• Cultural life

THEME 2: LOCAL AREA, HOLIDAY 

AND TRAVEL

• Holidays

• Travel and tourist transactions

• Town, region and country

THEME 3: SCHOOL
• What school is like
• School activities

How will you be assessed?
FOUR terminal EXAMS in May of year 11 – equal weighting

Paper 1

Listening & Understanding

25%

Paper 2

Speaking

25%

Paper 3

Reading & Understanding

25%

Paper 4

Writing

25%
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THEMES & TOPICS (Year 11)
During Autumn 1 we will revisit Themes 1,2 and 3 to ensure full coverage of 
topics introduced during school closure.
THEME 4: FUTURE ASPIRATIONS, STUDY AND WORK
• Using languages beyond the classroom
• Ambitions
• Work
THEME 5: INTERNATIONAL AND GLOBAL DIMENSION
• Bringing the world together
• Environmental issues

HOMEWORK
Homework is crucial to consolidate learning and to develop as a linguist. 
Students should spend at least one hour on homework each week. 
Homework is set on the Quizlet website every week and students will also 
complete their Golden Questions or receive either a reading task; a piece of 
writing; a worksheet; some research or learning grammar for a test. 

ASSESSMENT
Students will be assessed formally in all skills each term. These assessments will 
help them to prepare for the GCSE exams. It is therefore essential that they 
revise thoroughly and act on teacher feedback to improve. 

USEFUL RESOURCES
www.quizlet.com: to learn and practise vocabulary (Quizlet app can be 
downloaded)
www.languagesonline.org.uk: to practise grammar, vocabulary, listening 
and reading
www.wordereference.com: online dictionary

GETTING IN TOUCH…
If you have any questions – please email Ms Reardon (Head of MFL and 11B2 
French class teacher): e.reardon@arkacademy.org
11B1 French class teacher: Ms Stewart s.stewart@arkacademy.org 
11B3 French class teacher: Mr Golson n.golson@arkacademy.org
11B4 French class teacher: Ms Giannarou d.giannarou@arkacademy.org

11B1 Spanish class teacher: Mr Neill c.neill@arkacademy.org

11B2 Spanish class teacher: Ms Kelly c.kelly@arkacademy.org
11B3 Spanish class teacher: Ms Figueroa j.figueroa@arkacademy.org26
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Music
Units Assessment

Unit 1

Performing 

30%

Performance (either solo or ensemble)- This will need to be recorded by October 2021.

The total playing time is 1.5 minutes for solo, and 2 minutes for ensemble. If the piece is 

Grade 4 or above you will be able to gain higher marks. 

Unit 2 

Composing

30%

Controlled Assessment- This composition will be due by Xmas 2021.

Pupils create one composition which is a free choice composition. This coursework needs to 

be at least 2 minutes long. 

Unit 3

Appraising

40%

Listening Paper

This 1h 45 exam will be sat in June 2022. This paper comprises of questions on set works, 

unseen listening, dictation and a comparison essay consisting of a known and un-known 

piece of music. 

AUTUMN TERM

✓ The focus for this term is completing the solo performance and composition controlled assessments. Pupils are 
aware that they need to commit to doing extra work on their compositions during this time, either at break time 
or lunch time.

✓ Also, pupils should be practising their solo performance piece frequently as this assessment is coming up at the 
end of the term. It is incredibly important that students are practicing regularly and attending their lessons. 

✓ We will also be finishing 8 of the set works during this term. Students must be revising all 8 works in preparation 
for their mocks. 

SPRING TERM

✓ This term will be centred around completing the set works, developing listening skills in preparation for the 
Listening Paper in June and completing their composition. 

✓ Students are encouraged to listen to music that is similar to the set works, to widen their analytical skills. They 
must be constantly revising their key words, practicing dictation, and preparing for the comparison essay question.

✓ Pupils have already been given a range of resources and set works to aid their composition and listening. 

✓ PLEASE NOTE: It is essential that students are completing the weekly homework tasks on Show My Homework. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Miss Sharp, Head of Music- l.sharp@arkacademy.org
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Recommended for Wider Reading and Revision:
• Revise AQA GXSE (9-1) Religious Studies A Christianity and Islam 

Revision Guide, Pearson. (Available to buy in school for £4.50 
through parent pay)

• AQA Religious Studies A: Islam. by Marianne Fleming et al 
• AQA Religious Studies A: Christianity  by Marianne Fleming et al
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zjgx47h (AQA 

Specification A)

What you need to do to revise for the RE assessments:
• You should now be using your Year 9 and Year 10  and Year 

11 exercise books. Get these books out at home and make 
revision notes.

• You have been given Knowledge Organisers for every unit 

which you need to use at home in your own revision. Every 
week there will be a Do Now quiz on one section of 
one of these.

• Every week you will have a SMHW quiz to complete 
and exam questions to complete that will be marked 
by your teacher. 

• Read through the notes in your book and/or revision guide. 
Highlight any key pieces of information and make notes 
about these in a mind-map or on revision cards. Read over 
these notes and then use them to answer an exam 
question on the topic.

Pupils started their RE GCSE Course in Year 9. They have already studied 5 out of the 8 GCSE units: 

Christian Beliefs,     Islamic Beliefs, Theme A: Relationships and Families, 

Theme D: Religion, Peace and Conflict, Theme E: Religion, Crime and Punishment

This year we will be studying:

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term

Christian Practices

Theme B: Religion and Life

Islamic Practices Revision of all units

Structure of the exam: 
You will have 2 exam papers that will last 1 hours and 45 minutes 
each.  One will focus on the beliefs and practices in Islam and 
Christianity, the other will ask question on the thematic modules  you 
have studied. In each exam, you will have to answer 4 questions with 
5 sub-questions.
Each question includes:
Part 1)    Select the right key word                                                 (1 mark)
Part 2)    Give two.... (2 marks)
Part 3)    Explain two contrasting views or two ways a belief might I  
influence someone (4 marks)
Part 4)    Explain two + religious teachings (5 marks)
Part 5)    “A statement.” Evaluate this statement.                 (12 marks)
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AQA’s GCSE in Physical Education: 
 

• Encourage students to be inspired, moved and changed by following a broad, coherent, satisfying and 
worthwhile course of study and to develop an awareness and appreciation of their own and others’ cultures 
in relation to physical education 

• Encourages creativity and decision-making skills to enable students to plan effectively for performances and 
to respond to changing situations 

• Enable students to develop their ability to engage independently and successfully in different types of physical 
activity, and to develop and maintain their involvement in physical activity as part of a healthy, active lifestyle. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Paper 1: The Human 
body and movement in 
physical activity and 
sport 

 Paper 2: Socio-cultural 
influences and well-being 
in physical activity and 
sport 

 Non-exam assessment: 
Practical performance 
in physical activity and 
sport 

 
What’s assessed 
 

• Applied anatomy 
and physiology 

• Movement analysis 

• Physical training 

• Use of data 
 

 
What’s assessed 
 

• Sports psychology 

• Socio-cultural 
influences 

• Health, fitness and 
well-being 

• Use of data 
 

  
What’s assessed 
 

• Practical 
performance in two 
different physical 
activities in the role 
of player/performer 

• Analysis and 
evaluation of 
performance to bring 
about improvements 
in one activity. 

 
How it’s assessed 
 

• Written exam: 1 
hour 15 minutes 

• 78 marks 

• 30% of GCSE 
 

 
How it’s assessed 
 

• Written exam: 1 

hour 15 minutes 

• 78 marks 

• 30% of GCSE 

 
How it’s assessed 
 

• Assessed by 
teachers 

• Moderated by 
AQA 

• 100 marks 

• 40% of GCSE 

GCSE Physical Education 

’A subject enjoyed by those who love Sport, Science and appreciate the 
benefits of keeping fit and healthy’ 

Assessment 
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Homework:  
Students are set one piece of homework per week, which will follow up on work completed 

during lessons. Revision at home should be completed additionally to their homework to ensure 

the new learning/ knowledge remains fresh in their mind prior to assessment. 

Practical Moderation Day  

As a result of changes since lockdown, AQA have decided that there will be no live moderation. However, 

the PE Dept will be moderating the pupils on an ongoing basis in their practical lesson and be required to 

submit their practical marks to the exam board.  If participating in a sport outside of school for example 

swimming, the pupils will be asked to get video footage. 

The PE Department will also host their own full internal moderation day where pupils will be expected 

to perform to the best of their ability in the activities that are being submitted as part of their practical 

grade (40% of the total GCSE). Pupils cannot be absent on this day. 

 

Revision for the mock exam 
 

Our mock exam will include all the information learnt in Year 10 as well as all of the topics covered in 
the autumn term. Pupils must revisit the year 10 content on a regular basis during their study support 
session times as well as at home. We advise the completion of sample paper questions found on the 
AQA website as well as producing revision cards and mind maps. 
 

The mock exams will mirror the structure of the final exams in the summer term. Students will sit two 
papers; each worth 78 marks. The content of the papers is listed above.  

 
 
Useful Resources for revision: 

• My Revision Notes: AQA GCSE (9-1) PE 2nd Edition [ISBN-10: 
1510405232] Approximately £8.99 from Amazon 

• The Ark Academy Learning centre 

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/pe/  

• http://www.teachpe.com 

• http://www.briamnmac.co.uk 

• http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-

education/gcse/physical-education-8582 

Head of Department: Ms Gallagher 
k.gallagher@arkacademy.org 
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Technical Performing Arts 
Overview:  

Performing Arts is a creative and fast paced course full of energy and imagination. Performing Arts develops 
a wide range of personal and organisational skills for the work place. 
 

Performing Arts is not an easy subject! 

You will be required to work outside of your normal lesson times.  It is very important that you keep your 

attendance up so that you do not fall behind.  You are required to work in groups so it is vital you do not let other 

group members down either 

The AQA Performing Arts course consists of: 

• Unit 1: Unlocking creativity: Understand, plan and deliver the activities required to put on a successful 

performance including business planning and pitching. You are assessed on your performance and one 

production role. 30 % 

• Unit 2: The production/performance: Producing a performance to an audience based on a brief. You can be 

assessed on a performance role including acting, dancing, singing, instrumental musician, musical theatre, 

variety performance, pantomime, physical theatre or a production role including costume, set design, make-

up, and sound. 30 % 

• Unit 3: The performing arts experience – written exam: A combination of multiple choice questions, short 

answers, extended responses, design/devising questions. 40% 

The topics we will cover across year 11 will be within the following areas from the Performing Arts  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 1: 

Unit 2: The production/performance: students will be finalising the completion of their logbooks as part of 

the controlled assessment, to accompany this unit.  

Unit 1: Unlocking Creativity: Students will be devising a performance idea based on a performance brief 

specified by the examinations board. Students will concentrate on the process of creating a performance 

from the initial ideas through to the final theatrical product, taking all aspects of a performance into 

consideration. Working as a theatre company students will make design ideas for set and costume as well as 

plot and character ideas. Students must create a pitch to present their ideas and a portfolio of evidence to 

support their ideas. 

Unit 3: The performing arts experience: this term will be focused on reviewing theatre as well as self-

evaluation. 

 

 

Term 2: 

Unit 1: Unlocking Creativity: Students will be devising a performance idea based on a performance brief 

specified by the examinations board. Students will concentrate on the process of creating a performance 

from the initial ideas through to the final theatrical product, taking all aspects of a performance into 

consideration. Working as a theatre company students will make design ideas for set and costume as well as 

plot and character ideas. Students must create a pitch to present their ideas and a portfolio of evidence to 

support their ideas. 

Unit 3: The performing arts experience: this term will be focused on all aspects of the written paper to 

review and revise. 
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Homework:  

Students have one piece of homework each week. This may be a practical homework (to rehearse before the next 

lesson with their group) or a piece of research to make up part of their coursework. 

Useful Resources:  

• Show my homework  

• www.aqa.org.uk 

• www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

 

 

Term 3: 

Unit 3: The performing arts experience: Extended writing theatre questions and review of a performance at 

the theatre. Answering questions related to the performing arts industry. Students will complete practice 

questions and will be taught how to effectively revise for the exam paper.  
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Personal, Social, Health & Economic Education [PSHE] 
& 

Relationship & Sex Education [RSE] 
 
In line with statutory government guidance: 
 

• Relationship, Sex and Health Education are now a compulsory part of secondary education for all 
students [from September 2021] 

• All students receive one lesson per week [55 minutes] dedicated to PSHE; including all statutory RSE 
& health content. 

 
At Key Stage 4, pupils build on the skills, attitudes, values, knowledge and understanding they have acquired and 

developed during Key Stage 3. The PSHE & RSE curriculum acknowledges and addresses the changes that young 

people are experiencing, the challenges of adolescence and their increasing independence. It teaches the skills 

which will equip them for the opportunities and challenges of life. Pupils are encouraged to manage diverse 

relationships and the increasing influence of peers and the media. The PSHE curriculum allows them to be more 

confident in addressing the challenges of effective learning and making a full and active contribution to society. 

PSHE & RSE is non-assessed [there is no qualification in this subject area] 

Year 11 Programme of Study 

Term PSHE/RSE Strand Unit Title/Focus 

Autumn 1 Health & wellbeing 
Developing Emotional Awareness & Listening [DEAL] 

Managing feelings and emotions 
Coping with change & stress 

Autumn  2 Careers & Pathways 
Ark Ambitions 

Post-16 Options Process 
Career Exploration 

Spring 1 
Relationships & Sex 

Education 

Consent, Contraception & STIs 
Relationships [Healthy, Unhealthy & Consent] 

Effective Contraception & Knowledge of STIs [building on science 
curriculum content] 

Spring 2 Health & Wellbeing 

Lifestyle Choices 
Online Behaviour & Choices 

Knife Crime 
Sleep & Healthy Habits 

Summer 1 
Study Skills & GCSE 

Preparation 

Study Skills & Revision 
Refinement of key study/revision skills 
Independent & subject specific revision 

 

Link to government statutory guidance: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-

education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education 

 

 

PSHE & RSE Lead: Mr O’Carroll [Vice Principal] 
s.ocarroll@arkacademy.org 
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