
 

 
Friday 22nd May 2020 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carers of Year 12 

 

Preparations for re-opening on June 8th  

 

You will be aware that schools are planning to re-open from 8th June. This is great news for the students and their 

education but I know that everyone has anxieties about making sure that this can be done safely. The safety of our 

students, as well as staff is our paramount concern. So, I want you to know that with Ark Schools we are taking every 

possible precaution to make sure your child and our staff can return safely. 

 

We will ensure that Year 12 will be taught in groups not bigger than 15 (and mostly smaller) from Monday 8th June. The 

purpose of returning to school, as government guidance states is for ‘some face to face lessons’. This provision will 

enable students to better engage with the distance learning which we will continue to provide, reinforce prior learning 

but also, potentially introduce some new learning.  

 

Students will also receive fundamental guidance on the UCAS process, including setting up Unifrog accounts, guidance on 

personal statement writing and an introduction to choosing the right university course for them.  

Our current plan is to enable A level students to receive two lessons a week per subject and PP Business and Science 

students to receive four lessons per week. In addition, all students will have two sessions in their form groups.   

Depending on the timetable, some A Level student’s lessons will be over two days and others over 4 days. PP students 

will have their lessons over 2 days. The lessons will be delivered from 9.00am to approximately 1.00pm from Monday to 

Thursday. On Fridays the school will only be open for community classroom students. 

I will write again by 1st June with the detailed timetable for your child and further details once all plans have been 

finalised and signed off by the Board of Trustees. 

 

On site safety: 

We have taken every potential risk into account from ensuring social distancing, student hygiene, site cleaning during the 

day and after the day ends, access to sanitisers for all and ‘sanitation stations’ place around the parts of the school that 

are open. Students will be dismissed from school in a staggered way. 

 

Year 10 students and community classrooms will also be in the school but the year groups will be completely separate 

and use separate facilities throughout the day. There will be no mixing or usage of any part of the site by different groups. 

All of our provisions for re-opening have been rigorously scrutinised as part of Ark School Risk Assessment. 

 

I do hope this communication helps to re-assure that we have thoroughly considered and minimised the risks when we 

re-open. Meanwhile, we strongly believe that school based lessons will not only enhance student learning but also the 

students meetings with tutors and other staff will support them with any difficulties they may have encountered whilst in 

lockdown. 

 

 



Ultimately, the decision is yours as a parent in the context of your particular home circumstances. If you 

have not yet replied to the questionnaire about whether your child will return or not, please can I ask 

you do so as this will greatly help our planning. 

Thank you for all your support throughout this period. We really look forward to welcoming Year 12 

back from June 8th. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Delia Smith 

Principal 

 


