
    

Thursday 16th July 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Year 12 Students, 

 

Important Information about September re-opening 

 

I hope you and your family are keeping well. We are all looking forward to seeing the new Year 13 back in 

full-time education from September. We have truly missed them. 

 

This means that from the week beginning 7th September we will welcome all students back. 

 

The first week will be our induction week. This is compulsory as we will need to introduce all students to 

the changes we have made to keep students and teachers safe. 

 

We will do this in a staggered way to ensure all students get the detailed support they need. 

 

Year 13 start date is Wednesday 9th September 

 

This is not an optional start point bus an absolute requirement. Year 13 cannot be on site without this 

induction period. 

 

In light of the government requirements with the full re-opening of Ark Academy there are some key 

changes to our operations to keep students and staff as safe as possible and to meet the guidelines laid 

down by the government. 

 

Keeping safe in Ark Academy Sixth Form 

 

1. The sixth form will be in one ‘bubble’ located on floor 3 and the sixth form block. Students will 

remain in this bubble and not enter the rest of the building, where other bubbles operate. This will 

be explained more fully in induction. 

2. Unlike when we opened for some Year 12 these two areas are one bubble and students can move 

between the two areas. 

3. Space will be a premium but we mitigate against spreading the virus by : 

 following all the rules of hygiene by washing hands and using sanitiser 

 ensuring enhanced hygiene by deploying additional cleaners throughout the day and a full 

team to clean every evening 

 ensuring that staff can maintain their 2 metres social distancing (zoned area in classroom). 

 staggering entry and exits from the sixth form appropriately. 

4. Masks are required for travel on public transport. However, students must not wear masks in 

school and will need to put them away safely in their bags to avoid transferring any virus  

 



that has adhered during travel. This is direct from government guidance which states: 

 

“Schools should have a process for removing face coverings when pupils and staff 

who use them arrive at school.” 

 

Additionally it is important to note 

 The sixth form dress code is re-instated in full. 

 All students must leave the school area immediately and not gather at the school 

gate. 

 The sixth form bubble will restrict space and study space will be at a premium. It is 

therefore vital that all students respects the need to use all spaces available wisely 

and with respect for the needs of others. 

 

Finally, I would like to inform you of some key changes to the staff structure in the sixth 

form from September. Mr Gilchrist is leaving as Director of Sixth Form and with our 

increased number I have also added to the core senior sixth form team:- 

  

Director of Sixth Form Miss Iliffe 

Head of Year 12 Miss Rogers 

Head of Year 13 Mr Triantafilidis 

Senior Tutor Progression Mr Wanklyn 

Senior Tutor Pastoral Miss Russell 
 

Year 13 Form Tutors:- 

 

Form Form tutor 

13 Ainsworth Mr Wanklyn 

13 Loftus Miss Pitkin 

13 Oakley Mr Dineen 

13 Jahoda Miss Sach 

13 Merton Mr Paton 

13 Cooley Mr Balal 
 

I know Miss Iliffe will be contacting you with further information over the holidays so please look out 

for her messages. 

 

We look forward to getting on with what we do best, teaching you so you can fully engage with your 

learning and fulfil your highest aspirations. Meanwhile, please complete your Summer Challenge. 

We hope the summer holidays keep you safe and well. 

 

With my best wishes 

 

 

 

 

Delia Smith  

Principal 


