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MISSION STATEMENT
Ark Academy has at its core the pursuit of highest standards possible in education. We
believe in high aspirations, high motivation and high achievement for all. Through our
extended curriculum and community life we seek to meet the needs of the whole person.
Civitas – Citizenship – is at our core. We will build a community of civic pride and social
justice in which all members are equally valued. We are committed to the service of young
people and to helping them play their full part in society.

In light of this we aim to:
•
•
•
•
•

Provide every student with the knowledge, skills, self belief and motivation to be
successful in their learning and lives
Welcome, value and respect all who come to the school
Build a community based on justice and a sense of personal responsibility
Provide opportunities for all to experience CIVITAS whilst developing a spirit of
tolerance and understanding for all cultures, traditions and faiths
Promote dialogue and co-operation with the wider community

Our Driving Principles are:
• Excellence
• Citizenship
• Participation
• Persistence

Our goal
Our goal is that all students should be able to access higher education and participate fully in our
democratic society.
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Introduction
We have reached final year in your second level education – this is the final hurdle to your chosen
university and eventually – your chosen career!
This booklet focuses both on the year 13 curriculum and the upcoming A2 examinations and has
been designed as a ‘go to guide’ for you to reference during the key months ahead.
It includes:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

A comprehensive timeline of the year, including dates for key assessments and both sets of
mock exams
Details of any controlled assessments to be taken – worth a percentage certain subject
grades
An overview of the external exam process including GCE exam entries and number of
subjects
Our plan for supporting all students to achieve their best this year through independent
study, targeted intervention and revision
The provision curriculum: university preparation & UCAS applications

Should you have any questions about the curriculum and assessment plans for the year please speak
to individual teachers or the relevant Head of Department. All details are at the back of this booklet.
Alternatively contact one of the senior team who will be more than happy to help:
Miss Iliffe

Director of Sixth Form

e.iliffe@arkacademy.org

Ms Sach

Senior Tutor: Year 13

l.sach@arkacademy.org

Mr Bennett

Senior Tutor: Year 12

j.bennett@arkacademy.org
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3 week review
th

st

27 September – 1 October
BTEC Science & Business Mock –
th

th

29 & 30 November
Autumn Mock Assessments:
All subjects in class
22nd November – 3rd December
Parent – Subject Teacher meeting BTEC ONLY
Wednesday 8th December
Parent – Subject Teacher meeting A-Level ONLY
Thursday 6th December

BTEC Exams - Business and Science
10th – 25th Jan
Spring Mock Assessments:
All subjects in exam hall
28th February – 15th March
Parent Tutor Day
Thursday 31st March

BTEC Exams - Business and Science
3rd – 27th May

A-Level Exams:
Monday 23rd May – 27th June
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The External Examination Process:
GCE Exams 2021-22
GCE Target Setting & Predictions
We want to ensure that every one of our students is challenged to reach their potential in their ALevel exams and take the process of setting and sharing targets very seriously. Every Ark Academy
Sixth Form student will be set challenging A Level targets this year based on their average GCSE
score, their baseline assessment result the subject grades they achieved at GCSE (where applicable)
and of course their AS grades. The targets will be based on historic data of the top 25% attainment
at Key Stage 5 across the country. Students will receive these revised targets for individual subjects
from their teachers in autumn 1.
In addition to targets and assessment grades, teachers will also submit predicted grades regularly
through the year. A professional prediction is defined as
‘…a realistic measure of attainment, quantifying the grade you would get in your actual A2
exams if you continue working at the same rate for the rest of the year’
Students will receive their first professional prediction in autumn 1 for UCAS application purposes.
This prediction will also specifically take into context their year 12 result in that subject. At each
mock assessment point in the year ahead, these predictions will be revised and shared with students
in addition to attainment grades.

Interim and Mock examinations: Reviewing attainment through the year
This coming term is a very important one for teachers and heads of department in every subject,
who look carefully at each A Level student’s progress, attainment and commitment to the subject.
The first Year 13 Review will take place early in autumn 1. During this review, teachers will report to
senior staff on the effort and attainment of each student so far. This will enable us to intervene
effectively to support your son/daughter.
In almost all cases, we will advise students to continue to study three A-Level subjects as this
maximises their chances of getting the grades they need in 3 A-Levels and thus offers from the
university of their choosing. We will contact parents if we advise otherwise.
The mock exams take place in spring 2 half term, from the 28th February. In most cases, students will
sit full GCE papers in every subject in an exam hall and their overall result should be indicative of
how they will achieve in their real GCE exams in May.
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Exam Entries
The results of the mock exams, will determine the GCE external exam entries for every student.
Each student and their parents will then attend the Exam Entry evening at Ark Academy, where both
students and their parents will sign off on all GCE entries. More information on the exam entries
process and the external exams themselves will be sent out in advance of the evening.
A draft A2 examination timetable will be circulated to all students later this term.
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Supporting you to achieve your best
In addition to all the hard work taking place in lessons every day, special support will be provided for
Year 13 in this crucial year. Staff will be going above and beyond to ensure that every student can
fulfil their potential in their A level exams in the summer. These additional levels of support will be
available in a variety of ways as detailed below.

Study Periods
Sixth form students have between twelve and eighteen study periods during the weekly timetable.
Having study periods and two exclusive, designated study rooms is a great privilege of being a
sixth former at Ark. Our students welcome the opportunity to have two rooms for their exclusive
use where they can study without interruption, focussing on reading and homework which needs to
be done well and on time. How well students work in this time is the students’ responsibility
although the time is also monitored by teachers and the study area is supervised during the school
day. It is critical that students use their study time effectively and students not working will lose
privileges.
All year 13s this year have been given the autonomy over how they spend their study periods. They
may go off site if they wish or use 609, 308 or the library. They may also use the 2 small offices on
the 3rd floor as a “break out” space. Classrooms may also be used on the 3rd floor, if available and
for work only.
As with all privileges comes responsibility. All students need to ensure they are using this time
effectively and making it to timetabled lessons on time if studying offsite. Those who fail to meet
these basic expectations will be placed onto study contract and required to report to a study area
(609 or 308, when a supervising teacher is available in 308) for a fixed number of study periods a
week, and sign in with the supervising teacher at the start of the period, and stay there.

Saturday & holiday revision sessions
Saturday and holiday revision sessions will be available during the school year, especially in the build
up to exams. Teachers will make arrangements for these sessions and keep you informed. Of course,
Sixth Form requires independent study so the majority of preparation for exams outside of lesson
time must be done independently.

Independent learning
Finally, it is absolutely essential that students are completing independent work (in addition to
homework) outside of school. By making this investment of time now it will pay huge dividends in
the exams this summer.
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Progression beyond Sixth Form
The UCAS application Process

Ark Academy will support your son/daughter to make an ‘informed, ambitious choice’ about their
next steps, whether this is at University or an Apprenticeship.
Critical for applying for university is the UCAS Application. UCAS stands for Universities and Colleges
Admission Service. UCAS coordinates applications to different universities – a student can apply to
up to five universities through UCAS.
Ark Academy provides expert advice on UCAS applications and it is critical that students follow this
advice. The Ark Academy Home School Agreement, signed by students, parents and teacher states
that students “will accept help, guidance or support, be that academic or pastoral, when offered it
and understand that Ark Academy will make decisions in my best interests”.
Often people present the UCAS process to be very complicated and difficult: it is not, if your
son/daughter is organised, honest and, after taking some time to weigh up different options,
decisive. By December 2019, your son/daughter should have:
1) Chosen a preferred degree;
2) Chosen five competitive universities where this degree may be studied;
3) Completed a UCAS form and written a personal statement explaining why it is the preferred
degree.
So, this year, building up knowledge of universities, degrees, and perhaps gaining some degree
related work experience is important (essential in Medicine, Pharmacy and Law), but the most
important is the end of year 12 grades.
Ark Academy subject teachers and tutors will work together to write an honest and supportive UCAS
reference which will be completed in the Autumn of 2018: the sooner your son/daughter chooses
their degree and completes the UCAS Application, the sooner this reference can be completed. This
reference will state their academic achievements so far and describe evidence of their academic
passion for the degree of their choice. Above all, however, it will describe honestly and supportively
their learning attitude since starting in Ark Academy Sixth Form: those students with excellent
attendance, punctuality and an Ark Diploma, will benefit from a strong reference.
Applicants fill in a UCAS form online, and this is then submitted to the relevant universities on the
applicant’s behalf. All communication with applicants, by universities, goes through UCAS. As a
result, applicants need fill in only one form, write one personal statement, and have one supporting
school reference.
Applicants can apply to a maximum of five courses through UCAS in the first instance, with some
specific restrictions. (e.g. an applicant can only apply to Oxford or Cambridge and it is not possible to
apply for more than four courses in Medicine, Dentistry or Veterinary Science. The fifth choice is
available for an alternative).
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An Outline of the Online System
Applicants fill in their UCAS form via the APPLY section of the UCAS website: www.ucas.com. The
application can be built up online over several sessions, with progress being saved at each stage.
Once an applicant has completed their part of the form, they “submit” the form to their referee,
their tutor.
The referee adds the school reference to the form, and checks the content of the pupil’s application.
Corrections can be made at this stage. The Assistant Principal (Sixth Form Progression), or other
nominated person, makes a final check of the complete form, before it is sent electronically to UCAS.
From this point on, no changes can be made to any part of the UCAS form. Ultimate responsibility
for the sixthformer’s part of the form rests with the sixthformer.
As part of the application process, an application fee needs to be paid by the applicant.
Upon receipt of the application, UCAS will allocate an application number and a new password; using
these, sixthformers can keep track of the application, through the TRACK section of the UCAS
website. Sixthformers must ensure that they do not lose this number and password: the school
cannot access them.
Having received the application, UCAS will send a hard copy of the application to the universities to
which have been applied. The information provided to universities will be “blind” – i.e. no
admissions tutor will be able to see the other courses for which have been applied. Once the
admissions tutor has made his/her decision – normally a decision to make a conditional offer, or
reject – they will communicate this to UCAS, and applicants will see this outcome through “Track”.
This decision can often be a long time coming – even forms submitted in October may not get a full
set of responses until late March (or even April). The decision may only be made after the collection
of additional information, for example, via the submission of a portfolio of work, through interview,
or through additional written tests.
Applicants then accept or reject the offers they have received through the UCAS website.
Full details about the application system can be found on the UCAS website.
• For applicants: www.ucas.com/students/applying/howtoapply/
• For parents: www.ucas.com/parents/applying/howtoapply/
The UCAS website is full of useful information and instructions on how to complete UCAS Apply.
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Personal statements
A personal statement is a 4000 character statement which explains why you are applying for a
particular course at university and why you think you will be successfully studying that course.
Why is the personal statement important?
Universities are looking for high levels of motivation, potential and ability from applicants.
Opportunities to prove yourself in these three areas exist in the UCAS application, the Personal
Statement, the School Reference, and any interviews and Admissions Tests.
However, the body of the UCAS application only really contains academic achievements to date and
most universities do not require you to attend interviews or sit admission tests.
So, in fact, most applications are accepted or rejected on the quality of the School Reference and
the Personal Statement. The School Reference is written for you so it is out of your control.
Therefore, the only opportunity you have to convince universities that they should make you an
offer is your Personal Statement. For over 99% of the 55,000 or so courses available in UK
universities, the personal statement is the only bit of “you” that admission tutors see.
How do I write a personal statement? Extract of advice given to students
Writing an effective Personal Statement is challenging but crucial.

Some Basics...
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

You write one personal statement. It must therefore fit for all five courses you have chosen.
It can be a maximum of 4,000 characters, including spaces.
There is no formatting: it is simply a stream of text.
It should tell an Admissions Tutor why you want to study the course for which you have
applied.
It must be evidence-based – i.e. what have you done? You demonstrate your attributes
through the use of evidence.
It must be reflective – i.e. what you have learnt from what you have done? Do not tell me
what you have read; tell me what you learnt from it.
It can include material on extra-curricular achievements and interests (i.e. the Ark Diploma)
– but this should never be more than 30% of the statement, and, if you are applying to the
most competitive academic universities (e.g. Oxbridge, Imperial, LSE), then it should be
about 15%.
It should be humble. We will be arrogant for you in the reference!
It will go through many drafts.
The hardest bit is to come up with a first draft. It’s one of those things you’ve just got to
write. Then, once you have a draft, you have got something to work with.
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Some Common Errors...
•
•

•

Statements of “interest” or “passion” that are unsupported by the tone of the personal
statement, or the evidence (or lack of evidence) included.
Applications for joint honours courses where the personal statement does not address all
sections of the course. You need to watch out for this if you are, say, applying for Economics
and Politics at three universities, and for PPE at the other two – the PPE tutors will want to
see reference to Philosophy.
Spelling and grammatical errors, and nonsensical statements. Read the statement back:
does it make sense? Does it flow? Get others to read it for you.

WARNING:
UCAS now run all applications through anti-plagiarism software. This compares all personal
statements with: all other UCAS applications submitted that year; all UCAS applications ever
submitted before; all software providing UCAS advice available on-line or through bookstores; all
other text available on the internet. If you copy and paste your Personal Statement, it will be
picked up. If this occurs, then your application will be void, and you will not get into university
through this application cycle.

Interviews and Further Tests for universities
•

Some universities require sixthformers to sit an admissions test and to attend an interview
before sixthformers gain admission to particular courses. It is essential that sixthformers
check carefully the course they are applying for to see if it has an admissions test or
interview. Sixthformers can do this on the UCAS website here - http://search.ucas.com/

•

UCAS also provide a handy summary of the courses which require admissions tests and
interviews which is available here - https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/gettingstarted/entry-requirements/admissions-tests

•

Please note that most admissions tests and interviews take place in the Autumn Term of
Year 13 and sixthformers will need to start preparations for them by the Summer Term of
Year 12 at the latest.

•

Heads of Department and teachers are advised to be aware of any Admissions Tests or
Interviews that are used in their subjects and to be prepared to support pupils in their
preparation for tests/interviews.

•

If sixthformers would like to study Medicine, Veterinary Science or attend Oxford,
Cambridge or Imperial College Universities, sixthformers will be expected to complete
Admissions Tests and interviews. Other universities also use Admissions Tests for certain
subjects or may call sixthformers for interview.
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What are my options if I don’t go to University this year?
All our students apply to university through UCAS, but we also strongly encourage them to apply for
top Apprenticeships as an alternative.
Last year two of our students won places on Degree Apprenticeships in economics and engineering
with TfL and Ofcom. These students are guaranteed an £22 000 salary and at the end they will
receive a degree. In addition they will not have to pay any tuition fees. This will mean that after
three years they will be better off than their peers who have studied the same degree, but without
the apprenticeship contract.
Apprenticeships like this are available at many top firms, but are extremely competitive and
applications happen outside the UCAS process.
We expect some of our most determined pupils to put in 10-15 applications to these programmes
over the course of the year.
Where can I find apprenticeships vacancies?
There are three main places where you can find information about available apprenticeships. In
addition, research online, particularly on Twitter, might help you find opportunities with smaller
companies.
TAKE NOTE: several of these websites display live vacancies. They are updated on a daily basis, so
there will be new opportunities available all the time. They may also display roles that start before
you have finished school – make sure the check that the start date is after you have finished Year 13.
Government Apprenticeship Search
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeshipsearch
This is a live database of current vacancies. You can filter by location, sector, and qualification level.
Not Going To Uni
http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/apprenticeships
http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/sponsored-degrees
There are several live databases, including one for apprenticeships, and one for sponsored degrees.
All About School Leavers
http://www.allaboutschoolleavers.co.uk/
This is a live database of current vacancies. You can filter by location, sector, and qualification level.
Rate My Apprenticeship
https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/
This website has both a live database and a list of the top employers who currently offer
apprenticeships/ school leaver programmes. This means that you can check for the latest vacancies,
but also see which employers have applications opening later in the year.
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What is the application timeline?
This depends on the size of the company, the number of vacancies, and the type of programme you
are applying for. Broadly speaking, it splits into four groups.
1. Early application: ‘school leaver’ programmes
These opportunities are often (but not always!) called school leaver programmes. Their application
process takes place before Christmas, so if you are applying with them then you need to be
organised.
2. Ongoing application: school leaver and apprenticeships
Some companies use an ‘ongoing application’ process. Their application windows usually open early
(around September) but as soon as they have filled their vacancies then they will close. You need to
get your application in as quickly as possible in order to have the best chance of getting in.
3. Easter application: most apprenticeships
Most companies open applications at some point between January and March, and close
applications around the Easter holidays.
4. Summer application: some apprenticeships
Some companies do not start recruitment until you have left school. They won’t open applications
until May/June/July, but the application window will be shorter. This means that even if you don’t
secure an apprenticeship in the first rounds of application, you will still have options to apply when
you finish school.
What is the application process?
Again, this varies for every company. There will likely be several phases to the application process
which could include:
Basic Application Form
Some application forms are pretty straightforward. They’ll ask for details about your qualifications,
work history and any special requirements you might have. They’ll also cover formalities about your
right to work in the UK and any criminal convictions you might have.
Extended Application Form
With these application forms, demonstrating your skills and how they relate to the apprenticeship
should be at the forefront of your mind. You should also think about the skills and qualities they are
looking for and how you match up to them.
CV and Cover Letter
Some employers like to keep it old school, asking candidates to send in an apprenticeship CV and
cover letter. If you’re emailing them, make sure your cover letter is in the body of the email and your
CV is attached. Make sure your CV and cover letter are tailored to the company and the specific
apprenticeship you are applying for.
Functional Skills Tests
Some companies will want to test your skills in Maths and English. They might do this online, or ask
you to come in and complete a test that is similar to a short exam paper.
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Extended Online Tests
Other companies will ask you to complete longer online tests, including e-tray activities and critical
reasoning. Try to find some examples on the internet before you attempt the real thing.
Telephone/Skype Interview
Rather than invite you into the office straight away, many companies will want to speak to you on
the phone/Skype first. It is important to treat this stage in the same way as a face-to-face interview.
Face-to-Face Interview
This might form one part of an assessment day, and will involve being interviewed by one or two
people. Companies will provide guidance on what sort of questions they might ask you. If it is a
‘strengths-based’ interview then make sure you have prepared for this.
Group Activity
Your interviewers may wish to see how you interact in a group, as this also allows them to assess
your communication and teamwork skills.
Assessment Day
Sometimes companies will invite you to spend a day in their office, where you will complete several
parts of the application process in one go. You might to online tests, interviews, or group tasks.
Remember that even when you are not participating in an activity, you are still being assessed!
What else will I need?
National Insurance Number: you will often be asked for this at some point during the application
process, so it is worth applying for one as soon as possible.
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Subject Contacts
The easiest and quickest way to contact your son/daughters teacher is via email. Staff
emails all follow the same format: the first letter of their first name followed by a full stop
followed by their surname then @arkacademy.org.
For example If you wish to contact Tracey Keane her email is t.keane@arkacademy.org
Subject
Art & Photography
Biology

Business Studies

Chemistry

Core Maths
Economics

English Literature

Further Maths

Geography
Government and Politics
History

Maths

Code
DPA
LSA
SMC
SSL
AMN
JOL
SPE
MSA
TKE
ACP
SHP
SBN
AEL
EIL
CWY
OTO
ICL
CJO
JBN
SOY
FMA
EIL
OSK

Teacher Name
Paton, Daniel
Sach, Laura
McGrath, Shannon
Salaria, Shahid
Mendy, Andrew
O’Leary, James
Petals, Sharon
Salad, Maryan
Keane, Tracey
Cooper, Angela
Patel, Shreema
Burney, Saba
Elanchelian, Anna
Iliffe, Emily
Wyartt, Chris
Topping, Oliver
Clark, Isabel
Johnson, Carey
Bennet, James
Oyeniran, Sian
Mannerings, Finn
Iliffe, Emily
Skehel, Oscar

AMI
LTA
RSA
PNU
MHI
AKI
TSA
MHI
KBT
SBN
JBO

Milea, Alina
Tamburello, Lucia
Shah, Riya
Nugent, Paul
Hill, Michael
Kinnon, Alice
Sawbridge, Tom
Hill, Mike
Butler, Katie
Burney, Saba
Bowley, Janette
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PE
Physics
PSHE

Psychology
Religious Studies

Science

Sociology

AMI
EIL
HRE
TFR
SOC
KGA
ADI
JVD
HMA
MSA
CWY
JJO
ADI
OSK
AMN
DPA
RMA
RMO
TFR
MHI
RMA
JJO
HMA
FDY
NTU
RMO
ADI
EPI
JVD
NKA
RMA
JJO
BJE

Milea, Alina
Iliffe, Emily
Rees, Hilary
Frith, Tom
O'Carroll, Stephen
Gallagher, Kelly
Dineen, Adam
Van Den Burg, Jasper
Maundrell, Heather
Salad, Maryan
Wyartt, Chris
Joseph-Bristol, Jamilla
Dineen, Adam
Skehel, Oscar
Mendy, Andrew
Paton, Daniel
Maddison, Russell
Moore, Ryan
Frith, Tom
Hill, Michael
Maddison, Russell
Joseph-Bristol, Jamila
Maundrell, Heather
Daya, Fatima
Tucker, Nancy
Moore, Ryan
Dineen, Adam
Pierce, Eoghan
Van Den Burg, Jasper
Kialayapillai, Niimalan
Maddison, Russel
Joseph-Bristol, Jamila
Jervis, Bea
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Students completing the course in summer 2022
will no longer be expected to complete
component 2, in line with changes made to
requirements by the exam board. Instead they
will use the time which would have been given
over to component 2 to further develop
component 1 personal investigation.

rt

Career
Progression

This is a broad-based course exploring
practical, critical and contextual work
through a range of 2D and/or 3D
processes and media. Art, craft and
design gives you the skills and knowledge
to create personal and imaginative work.
You can choose to focus on a specialist
area of study from a variety of exciting
processes and media to suit your
individual interests and abilities. This can
result in degree opportunities and careers
ranging from painting portraits to
producing exotic fashion costumes or
designing futuristic architecture. If you
have an adventurous, creative and
enquiring mind and are excited by
shaping and determining the visual world
around us, there is a career opportunity
waiting for you.

The skills you
gain in are
highlytransferable to
lots of other
subjects.
Art, craft and design is a great companion
to all other subjects as creativity,
imagination and problem solving skills can
give you great ideas for your other
subjects. Art, Craft and Design opens up a
world of opportunity, giving you access to
a wide variety of fields including:
Architecture, Film/Video production,
Product design, Web design, Graphic
design, Art therapy and Engineering
among others.

Complementary Subjects

Course Outline

In particular Media, Photography, Physics,
Maths and Design Technologies but relates
to most AS / A level subjects.

A Level
In year 1, students will undertake a
portfolio production project, introducing
them to a wide range of artists and
practices. This will give them a greater
understanding of Art and Design
contextualisation and develop their
technical practice. Students will then
undertake a personal sustained
investigation, developing crucial skills for
the successful completion of the course.
This study will form part of component 1. In
year 2, students will develop work for a
second personal investigation into an
idea, issue, concept or theme supported
by written material. Component 1 will
count for 60% of the total A-level marks. In
component 2 students will produce
personal work in response to one of eight
exciting starting points which will count for
40% of your total A-level marks.

Entry requirements
GCSE Art: 4

What our Students say:
“I chose to study Art because I enjoy the
freedom and creativity it offers me. It also
improves my independent learning skills,
crucial to success at university.”
Olivya – Class of 2020
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IOLOGY
Career Progression

Introduction to Biology

Biology equips you with many transferrable
skills that can be used in a wide range of
subject areas. Universities and employers
look favourably on an A-level in
biology,especially using the exam board
Edexcel Nuffield-Salters. A Level in Biology
opens up a wide choice of future careers,
including: Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary
Sciences, Physiotherapy, Pharmacy,
Environmental Sciences, Forensics,
Psychology and Engineering.

In Biology we will be following the
EDEXCEL Nuffield-Salters Syllabus. This
syllabus has been chosen as it best
prepares you for university and/or if you
wish to pursue a career in a biology
related field. The skills you gain in are
highly-transferable to lots of other
subjects and the qualification is looked on
favourably by many universities and
employers. The topics in A Level Biology
cover a broad range and build on your
GCSE knowledge. You will cover topics
from DNA replication and protein
synthesis, to how nerve impulses travel
along your neurons, to how your cells
actually make the energy you need to do
everything you do.

Complementary Subjects
Chemistry, Physics, Psychology and
Maths

Entry requirements
GCSE Biology: 7
GCSE Trilogy: 7 in Biology Paper 1 and
Biology Paper 2
GCSE Maths: 6

What our Students say:
I believe that it’s the best A-level that I have
done by far. Even though some concepts
may be tricky at first, the way it all ties in
together and how interesting it is as a topic
makes up for all of that. So in conclusion
Biology is the way to go!

Course Outline
Year 12
Lifestyle, health and risk
Genes and Health
Voice of the genome
Biodiversity and natural resources

Sara

Year 13 (All AS content plus:)
On the wild side
Immunity, Infection and Forensics
Run for your life
Grey Matter

c
Covid-19
Students are still on course to complete
the A-level course by the Spring 1 half-

A-Level Biology is studied here as a linear
course.

term, leaving plenty of time for revision of
content.
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hemistry

The fascinating world of chemistry is explored at Alevel through the rigorous and engaging Salter ALevel Chemistry Course. Ideas are introduced
within a spiral curriculum structure - topics
introduced in an early part of the course and
reinforced later and this course places a particular
emphasis on the development of practical skills
and chemical literacy. This syllabus has been
chosen as it best prepares you for university and/or
if you wish to pursue a career in any chemistry
related field while offering a novel and engaging
way to extend your love of chemistry. The
chemistry is offered through a storyline and
chemical ideas behind that explored and
developed as you make your way through the
syllabus.

Course Outline

Career Progression
Chemists can progress into many fields
including:
• the energy industry e.g. oil and gas
• pharmaceutical industry e.g. drug
development
• health
• Law
• Engineering – chemical engineering

Complementary Subjects

Year 1
Elements of life
Developing fuels
Elements from the sea
The Ozone Story
What’s in a medicine?

It is strongly recommended to take A-level
Maths and/or another science alongside
chemistry as these subjects can
complement the course.

Entry requirements
GCSE Chemistry: 7
GCSE Trilogy Science: 7 (must have 7 in
both paper 1 & 2 of the chemistry
component of combined science)
GCSE Maths: 6

Year 2
The chemical industry
Polymers and Life
Oceans
Developing Metals
Colour by design
Assessments
Paper 1: Fundamentals of Chemistry
containing multiple choice. structured
questions and practical skill based on all
modules. This paper is worth 41%
Paper 2: Chemistry in depth
Structured questions and extended response
questions, covering theory and practical skills
based on all modules and is worth 37%.
Paper 3: Practical skills
This is worth 22% structured questions and
extended response questions with a focus on
the assessment of practical skills.
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C

ore maths
Assessment
We study the
AQA exam
board and the
official title of
the
qualification is
- AQA
Certificate
Level 3

Core Maths is an exciting additional
qualification that can be studied alongside
your 3 A Levels or the Professional Pathways
course. It targets students who enjoyed the
problem solving and strategic thinking
elements of GCSE Maths. It is less focussed
on the pure, algebraic Maths that is studied
in A Level Maths and as such is seen as a
more accessible option.
Are you a Core mathematician in the
making?
• how to collect data in an
appropriate manner for a university
project, in a business or even in a
lab?
• Do you want to know how to use
data to make a compelling
presentation in a board room?
• Do you want to be able to criticise
false claims in the media by
attacking
their
misleading
or
fraudulent claims?
• Do you want to learn how to project
manage?
• Do you want to know how to
calculate and expected profit?
If you want to know how to do any of
these then our 7 bespoke core maths
fertile questions are for you.

Mathematical Studies.
Paper 1 is covered in our first four fertile
questions and is compulsory content.
This covers maths for personal finance,
estimation, collecting data and presenting
data.
Paper 2b is the option that we provide at
Ark Academy this includes critical analysis
of data, critical path analysis, expectation
and cost benefit analysis.
Both papers will be taken in May, they are
both an hour and a half and worth 60
marks. And will be based on preliminary
materials released by the exam board in
March.
As this is a level 3 qualification it is
equivalent to an AS and so carries UCAS
points.

Course Outline
Complementary Subjects

Core maths is studied as a 1 year course and
is assessed by examination only at the end
of the year. At the end of the year students
sit paper 1 and paper 2b.

Core maths is complementary to all
humanities courses and all BTEC
qualifications. Most humanities degrees will
require a level of understanding and an
ability to manipulate data, from sociology,
economics, history. Core maths is a perfect
way to demonstrate you numerical
competency without having to commit to
A level maths.
LSE university recognises core maths and
looks at the course favourably when taken
as an addition to 3 A levels.

I really enjoy core maths, it is real
life maths and I can see how
useful it is going to be at uni and
at work –
Bleona 2019

Entry requirements
Grade 4 in GCSE maths
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E

Course Outline

conomics

Year 12
Theme 1:
Introduction to markets and market failure

As an individual, you
face the problem of
having only limited
resources with which to
fulfil your unlimited
wants. As a result, you
must make certain
choices with your
money, economists are interested in the
choices you make.
We will learn how we can model human
behaviour by making assumptions. These
models allow us to make predictions from
a consumer switching between substitute
goods in microeconomics to a whole
country specialising in the production of a
raw material in macroeconomics.

Team learning:
Theme 2:
The UK economy – performance & policies

We pride ourselves on our competitive
team based activities through which we
learn about the founding fathers and the
modern mothers leading the way today.

Assessment
Exam board: Edexcel
Three written exams at the end of Year 13
Paper 1 Microeconomics
Paper 2 Macroeconomics
Paper 3 Synoptic
Exams are a combination of data
response questions, case studies and essay
questions

Year 13
Theme 3:
Business behaviour and the labour market
Theme 4:
A global perspective

Entry requirements
GCSE English: 6
GCSE Maths: 5
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E

nglish

Career Progression

English Literature rests upon reading texts
within a shared context of history and the
way key ideas are presented through the
ages. Working from the belief that no text
exists in isolation but is the product of the
time in which it was produced, English
Literature encourages students to explore
the relationships that exist between texts
and the contexts within which they are
written, received and understood. Studying
texts within a shared context enables
students to investigate and connect them,
drawing out patterns of similarity and
difference using a variety of reading
strategies
and
perspectives.
English
Literature privileges the process of making
autonomous
meaning,
encouraging
students to debate and challenge the
interpretations of other readers as they
develop their own informed personal
responses.

Literature is a highly regarded A Level and
will be valued by any employer; however,
further study can more directly prepare
you for careers in:
Writing professionally: writing copy,
creative writing, scriptwriting,
journalism and broadcasting
Law
Marketing, advertising, creative
business
Teaching or academia
Politics and government work

Complementary Subjects
The study of Literature is highly prized by
admissions tutors in departments across
disciplines. Combined with sciences, it
demonstrates versatility, empathy and
clarity of communication and with
humanities; it helps create a synthesis
across disciplines and can strengthen skills
such as analysis and argumentative
writing.

A-Level Course Outline
Y12:
Othello
Frankenstein
A Streetcar Named Desire
The Handmaid’s Tale
Y13:
Pre 1900 Poetry
Post 200 Poetry
NEA (Non-exam assessment)

Enquiries
Ms Clark, Head of English
i.clark@arkacademy.org
Ms Johnstone, KS5 Coordinator
c.johnstone@arkacademy.org

Entry requirements
6, or higher in either English Language or
English Literature

What our Students say:
“English has broadened my horizons, confidence and
analytical skills.” Aksa – Class of 2020
“Nothing beats that moment when you learn about
the human condition in literature. It is raw and
real!” Bilan – Class of 2021
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F

rench

Career Progression

Studying French at A Level is not just about
the language – it is a rewarding course
which combines a high level of linguistic
knowledge with fascinating cultural
themes. By studying French, you will
increase your fluency and have the
chance to explore Francophone culture in
depth, as well as studying a book and a
film.

All employers want to see foreign
language skills, and so French A Level will
make you stand out from the crowd. At
university, you could study French on its
own, with another language from scratch,
or combined with a different subject (such
as law, business, or history). Regardless of
the degree you chose, an A Level in a
foreign language will enable you to take
part in university exchanges abroad, such
as the ERASMUS scheme.

Course Outline
Year 12
Theme 1: Changes in French society
(family structures, education, the world of
work)
Theme 2: Culture in the French-speaking
world (music, media, festivals and
traditions)
Film: Intouchables
Year 13
Theme 3: Immigration and multicultural
society (positive impact of immigration in
France, challenges of immigration and
integration in France, the far right)
Theme 4: Occupation and resistance
(occupied France, the Vichy regime, the
resistance)
Literature: No et moi
Independent research project

Complementary Subjects
French A Level combines well with any
subject, and is considered a ‘facilitating
subject’ by top universities. If you are
focussing on the sciences, French will
provide a complementary international
dimension, and allow you to stand out with
your language skills. French also combines
well with any humanities subject, and you
will find that the cultural topics often
overlap with history, sociology and politics.

Entry requirements
Grade 6 or above in French GCSE and in
English GCSE

Assessment
3 papers:
Paper 1 – Listening, reading and translation
into English (2 hours)
Paper 2 – Translation into French and
written response to works (film & book) (2
hours 40)
Paper 3 – Speaking test (20 minutes):
discussion of a stimulus card followed by a
general discussion on the theme &
presentation and discussion on the
independent research project.

What our Students say:
The French A level course fascinates me as it
develops my knowledge of the culture. I am
learning about French movies, music,
festivals, tradition etc. This has only
increased my love for the language.
Yash – Class of 2019
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F

urther Maths

Our exam board for A Level maths is
Edexcel.

Assessment

Further Mathematics has become an
increasingly popular subject for keen and
gifted mathematicians. Students wishing to
apply for the very best universities,
especially for courses in Mathematics and
Engineering, will have a greater chance of
gaining a good offer if they have studied
Further Mathematics. Once at university,
students also find that they cope much
better with these courses having had
some prior experience of the extension
topics covered in Further Mathematics.
Students who take Further Maths will be
doing an extended curriculum to include
A Levels maths also, with increased lesson
time of 8 periods per week.

A-Level Mathematics is assessed by
examination only. Students sit public
examinations at the end of year 13. There
are three two hour exams (2 Pure/1
Applied) for the A2 qualification. The
exams are equally weighted and the final
grade is calculated as an average of all
three examination results.
A-Level Further Mathematics is assessed by
examination only. There are four 90 minute
exams for further maths (2 core and 2
options – Further Pure 1 and 2). The exams
are equally weighted and the final grade
is calculated as an average of all three
examination results.

Preparing for assessments:

Course Outline

Throughout the year, A level
mathematicians complete weekly
diagnostic tests covering content from
that week’s lessons. These diagnostics
allow students to practice exam style
questions regularly and help them asses
their own level of understanding.
Students build up a folder of classwork,
homework, revision, and diagnostics tests.
Practising full papers and unit tests also
prepares students for assessments.
Here is the content plan for assessments
this year:
✓ AUTUMN 2 MOCK1: Pure (topics
covered so far)
✓ SPRING 2 MOCK2: Pure (full paper)
and Applied (topics covered so
far)

A-Level Mathematics:
As part of the curriculum, students will
study Pure and Applied maths. The
structure of the course is such that all AS
and A2 content is learnt in year 12. Pure A
level mathematics extends fundamental
mathematical skills, such as Algebra and
Trigonometry and introduces new topics
such as Calculus and Radian Measure.
Applied A level mathematics includes
Statistics and Mechanics modules, in
which ‘real world’ situations are modelled
mathematically. Our exam board for A
Level maths is Edexcel.
A-Level Further Mathematics:
Beginning in year 13, students will study
Core Pure 1 & 2 and two optional
modules.
The Further Mathematics modules
introduce pure mathematics topics
beyond those covered by AS/A2
Mathematics, including Complex
Numbers, Matrices, Proof, Polar
Coordinates and Differential Equations.

Entry requirements
GCSE Maths: 8 and Additional Maths must
have been studied in Year 11
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G

eography

A-Level Geography is an exciting subject
which enables you to deepen your
understanding of your place in the world.
You will study contemporary challenges
including climate change, food security
and population growth. We teach AQA
Geography, which asks relevant questions
about what is happening in your world right
now.

Career Progression
Geography graduates are among the
most employable, due to the variety of
skills acquired at 6th form and university.
Geography provides an excellent
foundation for moving on to a wide range
of careers, e.g. working for NGOs, law
practices and using Geographical
Information Systems.

As a subject where fieldwork is essential, we
adopt an enquiry-based approach,
through which you will develop your
analytical, evaluative and decision-making
skills.

Complementary Subjects
Geography shares common topics with
Economics, biology but combines
successfully with nearly every other AS/A2
subject.

Course Outline – The a-level course is
linear and taught over the two years
Year 12
1. Water and carbon cycles
2. Hazards
3. Changing places
4. Fieldwork* – there is a compulsory4
day fieldtrip during Year 12 that
students will be asked to contribute
to.
*information regarding the Year 12 fieldtrip
will be sent in Spring term

Entry requirements
What our Students say:
“I love learning about other places in the
world and how we are connected with

Year 13
5. Global systems and global
governance
6. Coastal systems and landscapes
7. Contemporary urban environments

them. Geography really helps me to
understand my place in the world”
Minali – Class of 2018
Students must have at least a grade 6 in
both GCSE Geography and English.
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H

istory

A Level History is an exciting and highly
relevant subject, which enables you to
deepen your understanding of the world
today. You will study major political
revolutions,
the
clash
of
ideas,
developments in the structure of society
and the way the economy has influenced
historical events, both in Britain and across
the globe.

Career Progression

History is a subject that is driven by enquiry,
and so will help you to develop as a highly
critical, analytical thinker. It allows you to
engage with the most up-to-date historical
scholarship,
exploring
the
debates
between current historians. You will learn
how to construct lines of argument and
communicate these in fluent and coherent
historical essays.

History graduates are among the most
employable, due to the variety of skills
acquired in the subject, such as analytical
thinking and writing. History provides an
excellent foundation for moving on to a
wide range of careers. Students who
specialise in history can go on to become
historical researchers and consultants, or
work in heritage organisations. History is also
highly regarded in many other career
paths, such as law, journalism, politics,
social work and public services.

Course Outline

Complementary Subjects

Year 12

History shares common topics with
Geography, English, Religious Studies,
Economics and Politics but combines
successfully with nearly every other A Level
subject.

Britain, 1625-1701
• Political revolutions
• Religious conflict
• New ideas and social structure
• Imperial expansion

Entry requirements

Russia in Revolution, 1894-1924
• The end of the Tsars
• The October Revolution
• Defending the Bolshevik revolution

Students must have at least a grade 6 in
either GCSE History or English.

Exam board

Year 13
Coursework comparing Tsarist and
revolutionary Russia

Edexcel

The witch craze in Britain, Europe and
North America c1580-c1750
• Changing attitudes to witchcraft
• The coming of the age of science and
reason
• Witch hunts across Britain, Germany,
and North America

What our Students say:
“A-Level History is really fascinating –
everything from revolutions in 17th Century
England and 20th Century Russia helps me

A-Level history is studied as a linear course, with
internal exams at the end of Year 12.

understand the world today.”
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Fatima – Class of 2018

M

aths

Assessment
A-Level Mathematics is assessed by
examination only. Students sit public
examinations at the end of year 13. There
are three two hour exams (2 Pure/1
Applied) for the A2 qualification. The
exams are equally weighted and the final
grade is calculated as an average of all
three examination results.

Mathematics is a challenging and
valuable A level qualification, popular
because of its stimulating curriculum and
its high regard in industry and the
employment market. This is why university
mathematics graduates earn
approximately 10% more than their peers!
In studying mathematics beyond GCSE,
students explore its beauty, both in terms
of abstract algebra & proof and its
application to real world problems
including mechanics modelling and
statistical analysis. Students approach
problems with logic and an analytical
focus, developing key critical thinking skills.

Preparing for assessments:
Throughout the year, A level
mathematicians complete weekly
diagnostic tests covering content from
that week’s lessons. These diagnostics
allow students to practice exam style
questions regularly and help them asses
their own level of understanding.
Students will build up a folder of classwork,
homework, revision and diagnostics tests
which will prepare them for assessments.
Practising full papers and unit tests also
prepares students for assessments.
Here is the content plan for assessments
this year:
✓ AUTUMN 2 Assessments: Pure
(topics covered so far)
✓ SPRING 2 MOCK: Pure (full paper)
and Applied (topics covered so
far)
✓ SUMMER 2: Full AS papers and A2
paper on content covered so far.

Course Outline
As part of the curriculum, students will
study Pure and Applied maths. They will
cover content from four textbooks – Pure
AS Maths/Pure A2 Maths/Applied AS
Maths/Applied A2 Maths. The structure of
the course is such that all AS content is
learnt in year 12 and all A2 content taught
in year 13 builds on their understanding
from year 12.
Pure A level mathematics extends
fundamental mathematical skills, such as
Algebra and Trigonometry and introduces
new topics such as Calculus and Radian
Measure. Applied A level mathematics
includes Statistics and Mechanics
modules, in which ‘real world’ situations
are modelled mathematically. Our exam
board for A Level maths is Edexcel.

Entry requirements
GCSE Maths: 7+
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P

exciting starting points which will count for
40% of your total A-level marks.
Students completing the course in summer 2022
will no longer be expected to complete
component 2, in line with changes made to
requirements by the exam board. Instead they
will use the time which would have been given
over to component 2 to further develop
component 1 personal investigation.

hotography

Are you creative and imaginative? Do you
enjoy exploring ideas and looking at things
in different ways? You will enjoy
developing your understanding of the
visual world, learning practical skills and
responding to ideas and issues in ways
that are personal to you. Photography is
about looking, learning, thinking and
communicating ideas. It inspires creative
thinkers. Photography means ‘drawing
with light’ and that is what photographers
do when they take a picture. Many
photographers have explored various
techniques to create images that
make a personal statement about things
that have interested or concerned them.
The most exciting aspect of photography
is that you are capturing the world as you
see it.

Career Progression
The skills you gain in are highly-transferable
to lots of other subjects.
Photography is a great companion to all
other subjects as creativity, imagination
and problem solving skills can give you
great ideas for your other subjects.
Photography opens up a world of
opportunity, giving you access to a wide
variety of fields including: Animation,
Fashion, Digital media, Film/Video
production, Forensic/ Medical
photography, Photojournalism and
Research among others.

Course Outline
A Level
In year 1, students will undertake a
portfolio production project, introducing
them to a wide range of photographers
and practices. This will give them a greater
understanding of photographic
contextualisation and develop their
technical practice. Students will then
undertake a personal sustained
investigation, developing crucial skills for
the successful completion of the course.
This study will form part of component 1. In
year 2, students will develop work for a
second personal investigation into an
idea, issue, concept or theme supported
by written material. Component 1 will
count for 60% of the total A-level marks. In
component 2 students will produce
personal work in response to one of eight

Complementary Subjects
In particular Media, Art, English and
Design Technologies but relates to
most AS / A level subjects.

Entry requirements
No previous Art and Design qualification
required.
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hysics

Physics A-level is an exciting and relevant
A-level seen as very strong academically
and mathematically. Physics develops
high level analytical skills which are much
sought after by universities and employers.
Studying physics opens students’ minds
simultaneously to the vastness and
minuteness of nature and the universe and
encourages the appreciation of all that
surrounds us.
Physics A-level compliment many other
subjects including maths and all other
science A-levels.

Career Progression
Highly versatile and sought after
qualification – students with physics Alevels and degrees are assumed to have
highly developed analytical skills and
physics graduates are highly sought after
in industry and other areas. There is in
particular a national focus on increasing
the number of girls studying physics A-level
and going on to studying physics careers
at university.

Complementary Subjects
It is strongly recommended to take A-level
Maths alongside physics – the course
involves a lot of Maths, and most university
programs related to Physics want both.
• Physics, maths and Chemistry
• Physics, maths and Biology
• Physics, maths and Further Maths
• Physics, maths and Philosophy
• Physics, maths and Geography

Course Outline
Y12
Working as a physicist
Mechanics and Materials
Waves and Light
Electricity
Particles and Radiation
Paper 1 (90min/50%)
70 Marks, short and long answers
Paper 2 (90min/50%)
70 Marks, focused on practicals

Entry requirements
GCSE Physics: 7
GCSE Trilogy Science: 7 in Physics Papers
GCSE Maths: 7

Y13
As above plus
Further mechanics and thermal
physics
Fields
Nuclear physics
Turning points in physics
Paper 1 (120min/34%) - 85 marks
Y12 Content focus
Paper 2 (120min/34%) - 85 marks
Y13 Content focus
Paper 3 (120min/32%) – 80 marks
Application focused
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olitics

AS and A-Level Politics are studied here as a
linear course.

Career Progression

Why did Britain vote to leave the EU? Could
Britain return to the EU? What are the limits
on the power of President Biden? Will Boris
Johnson survive his term? Should we have
another national lockdown? If you are
interested in these big questions then
Politics is the subject for you.

A Level Politics is excellent preparation for
studying Politics at university. Politics
graduates are among the most
employable, due to the variety of skills
acquired in the subject, such as analytical
thinking and writing. A Level Politics is also
useful if you wish to study History, Law,
Economics, Sociology, Philosophy or
International Relations at University.

Politics is a subject that is driven by debate,
and will help you develop as an informed
and analytical thinker. It allows you to study
current affairs as an expert and learn how
to fluently express your ideas in writing.

You might consider a career in a nongovernmental organisation (NGO), a
charity, working in politics for a local
council, or even as a Member of
Parliament. The course would also support
a career in journalism or law.

Course Outline
AS Level:
Component 1: UK Politics
1. Democracy and participation
2. Political parties
3. Electoral systems
4. Voting behaviour and the media.
Component 2: UK Government
1. The constitution
2. Parliament
3. Prime Minister and executive
4. Relationships between the branches.

Complementary Subjects
Politics shares common topics with
Economics, History and Sociology but
combines well with nearly every other
subject.

Entry requirements

A Level
Political Ideas
1. Liberalism
2. Conservatism
3. Socialism.
4. Feminism
Component 3: Government and Politics of
the USA
1. The US Constitution and federalism
2. US Congress
3. US presidency
4. US Supreme Court and US civil rights
5. US democracy and participation
6. Comparative theories.

Students must have at least a grade 6 in
either GCSE History or English.

What our Students say:
“Politics is my favourite A Level subject because
there is always a chance to debate topics,
especially Brexit, Votes at 16 and the rise of
Donald Trump!”
Edil – class of 2019
‘Studying politics means you get to explore
many of the stories you find in the news like the
actions of ministers like Matt Hancock or the
storming of the US Capitol. Every lesson is a
chance to debate and break down these topics!’
Mariam – Class of 2021
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sychology

A level Psychology aims to challenge and
explore your understanding of human
behaviour and the complex processes
which underpin this.

Career Progression
Due to the vast number of specialisms
available within this subject, Psychology
can offer many professional career routes
including Law, Health, Education,
Research, Forensic and Counselling to
name just a few. The universal skills of
evaluation, analysis and interpretation also
provide a fundamental stepping stone into
further education or the workplace.

As a Psychology student you will be looking
into the science behind unanswered
questions such as; are we born or made
evil? How does our memory work, and can
we trust it? Can our behaviour be changed
by the influence of one person?’
Psychology requires an objective outlook,
therefore over the duration of the course
you will acquire the ability to critically
analyse and formulate opinions heavily
backed up by research and evidence.

Complementary Subjects
Psychology covers many diverse and
fascinating topics, from sports
development to cognitive processes,
therefore it links well with most other A
level subjects. However, particular
overlaps include Science (Biology, Physics,
and Chemistry), Sociology, Media and
English.

Course Outline
Year 1
Research Methods
Approaches in Psychology
Social Influence
Attachment
Memory
Psychopathology

Entry requirements
Students must have at least a grade 6 in
GCSE Maths and Science

Year 2
Biopsychology
Relationships
Schizophrenia
Forensic Psychology
Issues and Debates

What our Students say:

100% Exam based- 3 x 2hour exams
Essay, shorter answer and multiple choice
questions.

‘Psychology is exciting, interesting and very
beneficial to my understanding of
behaviour. I would highly recommend this
course to anyone who wants to explore
human behaviour!’
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R

eligion,
Philosophy and
Ethics

Why am I here? What does it mean to be a
good person? Is anything truly real? These
are just some of the fascinating questions
that students of Religion, Philosophy and
Ethics is explore at KS5 through the rigorous
and engaging OCR Religious Studies
course. Those undertaking this course
prepare for examination in three modules:
The Philosophy of Religion; Religious Ethics
and the Developments of Christian
Thought. Assessment is exclusively through
essay writing which is an asset to those
hoping to pursue a course of study at any
top tier university. Students on this course
are tutored in critical thinking and are
encouraged to interrogate their own
beliefs and those of others. The perfect
choice for anyone seeking an answer to
life’s big questions!

Career Progression
The skills you gain in Philosophy and
Ethics are highly-transferable to lots of
other subjects and the qualification is
looked on favourably by many
universities and employers. An A Level
in Religious Studies can prepare pupils
to a wide variety of fields of further
study and employment including: law,
anthropology, politics, sociology,
business and philosophy.

Complementary Subjects
Mathematics, Sociology, Psychology,
English Literature, Government and
Politics, History, Geography,
Economics.

Course Outline
Ancient Philosophy
Soul, mind and body
Arguments for the existence of God
The problem of evil
Natural law
Situation ethics
Kantian ethics
Utilitarianism
Applied ethics: Euthanasia and business
Augustine’s teachings on human nature
Death and the afterlife
Who was Jesus Christ?
Christian moral principles and actions
The attributes of God
Religious Language
Meta-ethics
Conscience
Sexual Ethics
Religious pluralism
Gender and society
Gender and theology
The challenge of secularism
Liberation theology and Marx

Entry requirements
GCSE RE: 6
GCSE English Literature OR
GCSE English Language: 6

What our Students say:
‘Philosophy and Ethics was my favourite
class. I loved being given the space to reflect
on what really matters in life and the
opportunity to persuade others of my point of
view!’
Jonayed – Class of 2016
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ociology

The study of sociology aims to explore the
contemporary and relevant issues which
make up our society. Sociology looks into
how we create and manipulate the world
around us, and how society also moulds us.

Career Progression
Sociology can open doors to many
exciting careers which have a focus on
our society and the individuals within it.
Sociology can be described as a ‘job
related non specific’ subject therefore can
lead into a hugely diverse number of
professions: Business Management, Social
Work, Social Research, Law Enforcement,
education, Government, Charitable
Sector and Higher Education.

Sociologists wish to understand why we
behave in the way we do and explore the
ways different social groups relate and why
they might have different life chances. It is
a theory based subject, grounded in
research and evidence which as a
sociology student will engage and
challenge your beliefs and opinions of
modern society.

Complementary Subjects

Course Outline

Sociology pairs well with other subjects
which look at society and human
behaviour. Therefore subjects such as
English, Economics, Psychology, Philosophy
and Media have complimentary links.

YEAR 1
Education with Research Methods
Families and Households
YEAR 2
Crime and Deviance
Beliefs in Society
Theory and Methods

Entry requirements
Students must have at least a grade 6 in
GCSE English.

What our Students say:
100% exam based- 3x 2 hour exams
Essay based subject.

‘Studying Sociology has changed my
rose tinted view on society. It has made
me challenge everything I believe - that
is why I love the subject!’
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panish
Career Progression
All employers want to see foreign
language skills, and so Spanish A Level will
make you stand out from the crowd. At
university, you could study Spanish on its
own, with another language from scratch,
or combined with a different subject (such
as law, business, or history). Regardless of
the degree you chose, an A Level in a
foreign language will enable you to take
part in university exchanges abroad, such
as the ERASMUS scheme.

Studying Spanish at A Level is not just
about the language – it is a rewarding
course which combines a high level of
linguistic knowledge with fascinating
cultural themes. By studying Spanish, you
will increase your fluency and have the
chance to explore Hispanic culture in
depth, as well as studying a book and a
film.

Course Outline

Complementary Subjects

Year 12
Theme 1: Changes in the Spanish society
(family structures, the world of work, tourism in
Spain)
Theme 2: Culture in the Spanish-speaking world
(music, media, festivals and traditions)
Film: Diarios de motocicleta

Spanish A Level combines well with any
subject, and is considered a ‘facilitating
subject’ by top universities. If you are
focussing on the sciences, Spanish will
provide a complementary international
dimension, and allow you to stand out with
your language skills. Spanish also combines
well with any humanities subject, and you
will find that the cultural topics often
overlap with history, sociology and politics.

Year 13
Theme 3: Immigration and multicultural society
(positive impact of immigration in Spain,
challenges of immigration and integration in
Spain, public and social reaction to
immigration)
Theme 4: The civil war (rise of Franco, Francoist
dictatorship, from dictatorship to democracy)
Literature: Como agua para chocolate
Independent research project

Entry requirements
Grade 6 or above in Spanish GCSE and in
English GCSE

Assessment
3 papers:
Paper 1 – Listening, reading and translation
into English (2 hours)
Paper 2 – Translation into Spanish and
written response to works (film & book) (2
hours 40)
Paper 3 – Speaking test (20 minutes):
discussion of a stimulus card followed by a
general discussion on the theme &
presentation and discussion on the
independent research project.

What our Students say:
“It is only when learning Spanish at A
level that you realise how amazing
the Spanish language and culture
are. If you have always wanted to
speak fluently and spontaneously,
then Spanish A level is for you.”
Hilda – Class of 2018.
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rofessional
Pathways
Business

Professional Pathways (PP) is Ark’s approach to
providing a more inclusive curriculum pathway through
our schools, ensuring our mission is achievable for all.
The programmes are aimed at students whose potential
is not being realised through a traditional, purely
academic, linearly assessed curriculum. The PP Business
programme is an innovative post-16 programme that
empowers students to develop best practice in
delivering vocational qualifications. Our focus is on
training and empowering students to work with
businesses directly. This will allow businesses to codesign

curriculum

workshops

and

apprenticeship

projects,
speaker

deliver
events,

programmes

employability
and

and

organisations, allowing students to experience firsthand the working environments in large multinational
companies and benefit from expert knowledge and
skills. Our previous year’s programme included a visit to
Lloyds Banking Group and Salesforce, with sessions and
coursework delivered by trained experts from both
organisations.

promote

employment

opportunities.
The main component of the course is a Level 3 BTEC
Extended Diploma that is equivalent to 3 A Levels. This

Career Progression

is only in one subject – Business – but it has a very wide
range of different units.

Study Business related courses at university including
Business Studies, Economics, Marketing, Human
Resources, Accounting and Finance. The Exam Board
consulted universities and employers prior to the
development of this new specification and the
consensus was that the skills it developed, such as data
handling, research skills and using tools to solve
business problems, were just what universities and
employers wanted.

Course Outline
Everyone taking this qualification will study seven
mandatory units:
• Unit 1: Exploring the Business Environment
• Unit 2: Developing a Marketing Campaign
• Unit 3: Personal and Business Finance
• Unit 4: Managing an Event
• Unit 5: International Business
• Unit 6: Principles of Management
• Unit 7: Business Decision Making

Entry Requirements
•
•

BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in Business

In addition, there are units in human resources,
accounting, marketing, and law. The course is
demanding and challenging, and you need to be
prepared to work independently on projects. There are
some exam-style assessments, but most of the course is
assessed through projects. These require you to work
independently to write up your work, and to bring it
together under the success criteria. PP Business benefits
from Ark’s partnerships with major businesses and

2x Grade 4 GCSEs
3x Grade 5 GCSEs (including at least Grade 4 in
English and Maths)

What our students say…
“I’m happy I chose PP Business because I feel the course
content has a real-life aspect to it that can help me in my
choice of career”
Nikhil – Year 12

BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in Business
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Year 12

P

•
•
•
•

rofessional

•
•

Pathways
Applied Science

Mandatory: Unit 1-Principles and
Applications of Science I
Mandatory: Unit 2-Practical Scientific
Procedures and Techniques
Mandatory: Unit 3-Science Investigation
Skills
Mandatory: Unit 4-Laboratory Techniques
and their Application
Optional: Unit 21- Medical physics
applications
Optional: Unit 23-Forensic Evidence,
Collection and Analysis

Year 13
•

What our Students say:

•
•

“I never realise just how
rigorous this course was

•
•
•
•

going to be. There is so
much independent work,

Mandatory: Unit 5- Principles and
Applications of Science II
Mandatory: Unit 6- Project research
Mandatory: Unit 7- Contemporary issues in
Science
Optional: Unit 8-Physiology
Optional: Unit 12-Infections and diseases
Optional: Unit 14 Organic Chemistry
Optional: Unit 17-Microbiology techniques

through practicals write up
Career
Progression

and the work readiness
The applied science
program. I really really
course is a fantastic
option for pupils
enjoy it all”
interested in any of
Ife – Class ofthe
2019
three sciences. It
is a great option for
pupils who aim to
have a career in
science, however
since the course
offers so many other skills it can also be a
steppingstone into other careers. The course is
focussed on not just allowing pupils to learn
about all three sciences, but also gain practical
and professional skills that will prepare them for
any future pathway they choose, whether that
be university, an apprenticeship or straight into
employment.

This course has been
specifically designed
to enhance the
career opportunities
for anyone wishing
to work within the scientific industry. It is
designed to provide you with both the
practical and theoretical skills needed to work
within different areas of science. You could go
on to university to study a variety of science
related degrees such as: Biology, Chemistry,
Biomedical Science, Forensic Science, Nursing
Chemistry, Marine Biology and many more.
Alternatively, you could progress directly into a
career within the science industry via an
apprenticeship scheme.

Course Outline

Entry requirements

The course consists of mandatory and optional
units, which cover different areas of all three
sciences. A combination of external units and
internal units are given over the two-year
course.

2x Grade 4 and 3x Grade 5 in GCSE and
including at least a grade 4 in English and
Maths. You must have also achieved at least a
5-4 in Trilogy science.
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