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MISSION STATEMENT
Ark Academy has at its core the pursuit of highest standards possible in education. We
believe in high aspirations, high motivation and high achievement for all. Through our
extended curriculum and community life we seek to meet the needs of the whole person.
Civitas – Citizenship – is at our core. We will build a community of civic pride and social
justice in which all members are equally valued. We are committed to the service of young
people and to helping them play their full part in society.

In light of this we aim to:
•
•
•
•
•

Provide every student with the knowledge, skills, self belief and motivation to be
successful in their learning and lives
Welcome, value and respect all who come to the school
Build a community based on justice and a sense of personal responsibility
Provide opportunities for all to experience CIVITAS whilst developing a spirit of
tolerance and understanding for all cultures, traditions and faiths
Promote dialogue and co-operation with the wider community

Our Driving Principles are:
• Excellence
• Citizenship
• Participation
• Persistence

Our goal
Our goal is that all students should be able to access higher education and participate fully in our
democratic society.
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Introduction
Year 9 is a critical year in your child’s education. One way to think about it is this:

Year 7
&8

• Moving on from the ‘general’ teaching of primary school. Learning
separate academic subjects from specialist teachers for the first
time. Covering the basic knowledge and concepts in these
subjects, and laying the foundations for a more adult
understanding.

Year 10
& 11

• Grown up, sophisticated study of your chosen GCSE subjects.
Preparation for A-Level. The vocabulary of each subject, the
difficulty of the concepts, the expectation in terms of homework
and revision – these will all be unapologetically demanding now.
Time to get serious.

Year 9

• The bridge between these two stages. The year in which students
get to the end of Key Stage 3 and decide, based on the advice of
their teachers, which subjects to continue into Key Stage 4. To be
successful in Y9 you need to develop the maturity of GCSE
students.

It is a busy year, with many milestones along the way. The flow chart on the next page
outlines some of these. Students will be issues with a detailed Pathways Guidance Booklet
in the first Pathways Launch Assembly in January, which will include detailed information
on the subject choice process, GCSE options and the interview for subject choice selection.
Remember parents: Year 9s are still very much in the early stages of adolescence. They may
well struggle to show the maturity and organisational skills needed to work their way
successfully through this important year. The best chance they have is with your direct, daily
involvement. Monitor their homework; talk to them about their assessments; make sure they
are revising. It may be helpful to keep coming back to the flow chart – it can guide your
conversations with your children over the next 10 months.
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CURRICULUM FOR YEAR 9
In terms of the content studied this year, the students continue the strong focus on English,
mathematics and science started in years 7 and 8. They also experience the same range of practical
and expressive subjects including design technology, art, music and drama every week which will
feed into their options choices for Key Stage 4 Pathways. Below you will find more detail on each
subject and guidance on specific content (and supplementary revision resources) for each term.
Each week, students have the following subjects:

Subject

Subject Code
on timetable

Number of periods a week

English

EN

6

Mathematics

MA

5

Science

SC

4

Modern Foreign Languages:
French or Spanish

MFL

2

History

HI

2

Geography

GG

2

Religious Education

RE

1

Music

MU

1

Art

AR

1

Drama

DR

1

Design Technology (Textiles / Food /
Graphics / Resistant Materials)

DT

2

Physical Education

PE

2
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ASSESSMENT IN YEAR 9
The key assessment points for the year ahead are detailed below, mentioned in the flow chart
above and reminders will be included in each termly parent calendar. Assessments in autumn and
spring take place in class but end of key stage 3 assessments will take place in an examination hall

SUMMER TERM

SPRING TERM

AUTUMN TERM

2021-22 Assessment & Parents Evening Dates
Autumn Summative Assessment Dates
Monday 29h November – Tuesday 7th December
Y7 - 10 & 12 Autumn Term Assessments (In Class)
Parents Meetings
Year 7-12 Parent Tutor Day: Thursday 16th December
Spring Summative Assessment Dates
Monday 21st March – Friday 25th March
Y7 - 10 & 12 Spring Term Assessments (In Class)
Parents Meetings
Year 7-13 Parent Tutor Day & Year 9 Options Meetings: Thursday 31st March
Summer Summative Assessment Dates
Provisionally
Monday 13th June - Thursday 30th June
Y10 & 12 End of Year Exams (Exam Hall)
Parents Meetings
Year 7-10 & 12 Parent Tutor Day: Thursday 21st July

Home learning and Homework: Guidance for parents
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Why is home learning important?
Homework matters a lot for pupil progress and is core to a great education, in which positive
learning habits are formed for a life-time.
“The evidence shows that the impact of homework, on average, is five months’ of additional
progress (per year)” The Education Endowment Foundation – a leading UK education research group.
Because we believe that home learning is so important, we have provided a school laptop for your
child, with a free 365 office subscription, and access to a range of powerful learning materials and
platforms.
This is part of our ongoing Digital Strategy to enable all students to become Powerful Learners and
Digital Citizens online.
What is home learning?
The minimum requirement of home learning is that everyday pupils are completing their homework,
and in the run up to each set of assessments, actively revising the material.
In addition to this, in order to fully reach their potential, students should be seeking and undertaking
other learning opportunities at home or outside of school.
These include making use of powerful online platforms such as Hegarty Maths, Miss Hanna Loves
Grammar (MHLG), Quizlet, the ArkSpark website (enrichment opportunities through the Ark School
website) and Uplearn (A Level Maths, Economics, Chemistry, Biology, Maths)
Other suggested activities could be: reading (the very best form of enrichment and education),
watching documentaries, playing chess and other strategic board games, mini-DIY and creative
projects, at home chemistry sets, sport and martial arts, a musical instrument, learning a basic
programming language and programming a new game or creating music. As well as complementing
the school’s curriculum, some of these tasks help students to develop persistence and resilience which
also supports their approach to learning within school.
How is homework designed and how should students be completing it?
Following the research, our teachers design homework so that it consolidates memory of core skills
and knowledge. This means homework is often quizzing but not always.
The older a student becomes, the more extended is the homework and the more demanding.
Ideally, students should be completing their work under supervision from parents.
All homework is published on Show My Homework (SMHW), and each week pupils achieve a % for the
amount of quality homework submitted on SMHW. All teachers and tutors know this % and pupils can
request it at any time. Students who achieve 100% each week are given merits and Silver and Gold
Merits over the course of a term, and we follow up with students who have a concerning low level of
homework submission, through contact home.
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This means that students are able to show parents their SMHW page every day and the homework
that they have been set. Students should then be completing their homework, without the distraction
of a mobile phone nearby and be able to show their completed work to parents each evening.
Many pieces of homework are quizzes and so students will be able to show their % or score
immediately to show their achievement.
Unfortunately, sometimes students try to complete homework in a rush. These attempts to complete
homework are clearly not extending students’ brains and learning. Even worse, occasionally, students
miss their homework deadline. We discourage this by having a lunchtime detention, to focus students’
minds.
We recognise that not all homework is straightforward, and homework habits take time to build up.
We therefore offer Homework Club from 3.45-4.30, Monday-Thursday, for pupils who request it, and
also for any pupils who are struggling to complete homework at home. You are welcome to contact
your child’s tutor if you would like your child to enrol in Homework Club.
How should students be revising?
The two main resources that students should be using to help them revise are: their class books which
should include all the content and feedback in each subject and can be used to create flash cards and
take notes as well as creating mind map posters; and revision booklets which are created by most
departments to specifically guide our students towards success in the exams – including tasks and
information which students can create revision cards from.
If your child wishes to use the internet to revise, there are some helpful websites mention above.
However, these come with the disclaimer that they will only be useful if they are covering specific
content that students have been taught and actively being used for quizzing and knowledge retrieval
and practice of questions. Scrolling through and simply reading web pages is an ineffective way of
revising and the internet can be a distraction if the student is not totally focused, with a goal in mind!

Suggested revision activities:
Mindmaps
How to: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=toYKRLer800
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Flash Cards
How to: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HXJrfddvIE

Revision posters

Once students have created the above resources, they can use them to test their
knowledge.

Suggested websites to help with revision:






http://www.bbc.co.uk/education
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/
http://www.sparknotes.com/
http://nfs.sparknotes.com/
https://revisionapp.co.uk/11-plus-revision/ (this site requires paid membership)
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Year 9 Homework Timetable 2021-22
•
•
•

Y9 RE
TEACHING
GROUP
9BL

9GR

9OR

9PU

9RE

Each homework given should take at least 30 minutes to complete (unless otherwise stated).
If you get it done quicker ask yourself if you have given it your very best effort or if you spent
more time on it could you improve it.
Some days you will have more homework than others. This is because of the way your timetable
is structured. If you are unable to do all of your homework on the night it is given, prioritise what
is most urgent or will need most effort to get the homework in for the day it is due.
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

English (15 min)

English (15 min)

English (15 min)

English (15 min)

English (30 min)

Science

History

Mathematics

Geography

DT

Drama

RE

Art

French

Music

Mathematics

English (15 min)

English (15 min)

English (15 min)

English (15 min)

Science

History

Mathematics

Geography

DT

Spanish

Drama

RE

Music

Art

Mathematics

English (15 min)

English (15 min)

English (15 min)

English (15 min)

Science

Art

Mathematics

Geography

DT

Spanish

Music

RE

History

Drama

Mathematics

English (15 min)

English (15 min)

English (15 min)

English (15 min)

Science

Art

Mathematics

Geography

Music

History

Drama

RE

French

DT

Mathematics

English (15 min)

English (15 min)

English (15 min)

English (15 min)

English (30 min)

Science

History

Mathematics

Geography

DT

Music

Art

French

RE

English (30 min)

English (30 min)

English (30 min)

Drama
Mathematics

9SI

9TU

English (15 min)

English (15 min)

English (15 min)

English (15 min)

English (30 min)

Science

Music

Mathematics

Drama

DT

Geography

History

Spanish

Art

RE

Mathematics

English (15 min)

English (15 min)

English (15 min)

English (30 min)
DT

English (15 min)
Science

RE

Mathematics

Music

Geography

History

Spanish

Art

Drama

Mathematics
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English
YEAR 9 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
Year 9 is a year in which students will both consolidate their learning in English at Key Stage 3 and
also begin the work towards their GCSEs. It is a very important year for students to make sure they
are prepared to take on the conceptual and skills based challenges of GCSE – writing at a greater
length, reading more challenging texts and speaking effectively and fluently. The standard we set in
this year is unapologetically high and we hope students will strive to reach this bar so that they are
set for success in years 10 and 11.
HALF TERM

FERTILE
QUESTION

GENRE

SUMMARY

SUMMATIVE
ASSESSMENT

AU1

Is there a
happy
ending in
Much Ado
About
Nothing?

Shakespeare
Much Ado
About
Nothing
Writing –
Non-Fiction

Students will explore play investigating how
the archetypal fairy tale is used as a
foundation for the story and its characters.

Essay on Much
Ado About
Nothing

AU2

How can we
respond to
the climate
crisis?

Non-Fiction
Opinion
Writing

Students will learn about a range of responses
to the global climate crisis, exploring different
cultures and perspectives. They will then
apply this knowledge to their own opinion
writing.

A piece of opinion
writing on an
unseen topic.

SPR1

Can society
ever truly be
equal?

Animal Farm

Students read and study animal farm and
prepare for a GCSE style literary essay

Literature Essay
question which
requires students
to comment on
the whole text

SPR2

How do
writers
create other
worlds and
why?

Writing Dystopian
Fiction

Students explore the popular genre of
dystopian fiction, using classic texts such as
1984 and more modern YA fiction as a model
for their own creative writing.

Write the last
pages of a
dystopian novel

SUM1

Why is
poetry the
art form
most used to
express
love?

Poetry

Students will explore the a range of poetry
which explores ideas of culture and identity.

A comparative
essay about two
key poems

SUM2

End of Year
Exam
Revision

Varied

Students revise the topics they have studied
that year.

EOY Exam

10

END OF YEAR EXAMS
PAPER 1 – LITERATURE
❖ Question on an extract from the novel ‘Animal
Farm’.
❖ Comparative poetry essay about two poems

PAPER 2 – LANGUAGE
❖ One piece of point of view writing based on
a current affairs topic
❖ Writing the opening of a dystopian novel

Homework:
Homework is set on a Friday and needs to be uploaded by the end of the day on Tuesday.
Show My Homework:
If a student misses a lesson and does not receive their homework sheet or loses their homework
sheet, students can access the homework by logging into Show My Homework. They can print the
homework sheet off the website to complete at home.
https://ark.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar
Useful Resources:
Essential:
•

The school library and your local library

For Revision and extra homework:
•
•
•
•

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english/
http://englishbiz.co.uk
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/english
http://bbc.co.uk/skillswise

To extended and develop understanding:
The British Film Institute: http://www.bfi.org.uk/
The British Library: http://www.bl.uk/
The Royal Shakespeare Company: http://www.rsc.org.uk/
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Mathematics
Overview:
Our Year 9 Mathematics programme explores further key elements of Number, Algebra, Geometry
and Data Handling, encompassing both the National Curriculum for key stage 3 and an introduction
to GCSE concepts and skills. Through each enquiry students will develop key skills, including:
representing problems; analysing mathematical procedures; interpreting and evaluating results;
communicating and reflecting findings. These skills are essential in order to achieve excellence in
GCSE and A Level Mathematics. We believe that our programme of study will develop confident and
enthusiastic mathematicians, with a hunger for learning and a flair for solving real world problems.
Term by Term:
Focus
Autumn 1

Autumn 2

Spring 1

Spring 2

Summer 1

Summer 2

Assessment

Number: Ratio & Proportion
Geometry & Measures: Non uniform 3D
shapes (volume, area, basic properties)
Number: Equivalence of fractions, decimals,
percentages; finding the original amount
Algebra: Graphing quadratic/cubic functions
Geometry / Algebra: Transforming graphs
Number / Algebra: Exploring proof

One hour non calculator paper based on
this half term’s learning objectives.

Statistics: Sampling; measures of average
and variance; histograms
Statistics: Experimental probability
Geometry & Measures: Introduction to circle
theorems
Algebra: Creating and solving inequalities

One hour non calculator paper based on
work so far this year, but mainly focussed
on this half term’s learning objectives.
Two papers, each one and a half hours.
One non calculator and one calculator
paper, both based on all year 7, 8 and 9
work.

One hour calculator paper based on work
so far this year, but mainly focussed on
this half term’s learning objectives.
One hour non calculator paper based on
work so far this year, but mainly focussed
on this half term’s learning objectives.
Number; Powers, roots, standard form
One hour calculator paper based on work
Geometry & Measures: Pythagoras Theorem so far this year, but mainly focussed on
& bearings
this half term’s learning objectives.
Extended homework piece: independent enquiry project work.

Homework:
Students have two thirty minute homeworks each week, one Wednesday Hegarty homework and
one Friday paper homework. Homework is either focussed on consolidating concepts learnt in
lessons or the development of problem solving skills. Prior to each exam, students are expected to
do extra independent revision. This is particularly important at the end of the year when they are
assessed on all of their secondary mathematical learning.
Useful Resources:
There are a host of textbooks and mathematics books available in the school library. Students may
find it useful to purchase their own Key Stage 3/4 Mathematics revision guide to supplement their
studies.
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Science
Overview:
Year 9 Science at Ark Academy sets to build on the solid foundations set in Year 7 and 8 and allow all
students to fully participate and succeed in GCSE and A-level Science. With this as our ambition,
students will be exposed to the 3 scientific disciplines, studying Biology, Chemistry and Physics
separately over the course of the year. A focus within each unit of work is on science investigation,
and the applications of Science in the world around us. Students are taught to think like a scientist and
frame their writing in this context, and how to read and make sense of scientific articles. Students will
have 4 Science lessons per week. At the completion of each topic of work students will be assessed in
a topic test.
Students in Year 9 will sit their End of Key Stage assessment at the end of Spring 2 (date confirmed at
a later point) and will start GCSE content in Sum 1. After their assessment students obtaining a grade
7+ will join 2 Triple Science classes. This class allocation will be reviewed at the various assessment
points up to Yr11. Students aspiring to succeed in science must ensure they are developing good
revision strategies.
Term by Term:
Year

Aut 1

Aut 2

Spr 1

Spr 2

Sum 1

Sum 2

9

Moments &

Metals &

Earth &

Microbes &

GCSE

GCSE

Pressure

Reactivity

Atmosphere

End of KS3

B1 Cells

P1 Energy

C1 Atomic
Structure &
Periodic Table

B1 Cell
transport/
division

Revision

Homework:
Students will receive a weekly quiz set on Show My Homework, this is designed to keep testing their
fact recall from both the weeks lessons and prior content. Additional to this task students are set an
independent learning task that could include – writing a page of notes (using the Cornell format),
exam practise questions or another appropriate task.
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Independent Learning:
All students are expected to become independent learners and take an active role in extending their
learning beyond the classroom. Over the first term students will have lessons dedicated to using a
revision folder and how to make notes. All students have a list of tasks they can complete inside the
front page of their workbooks. These tasks should be completed on separate paper and added to
their revision folders. Students should bring these folders into school each term for teachers to track
their progress and reward their efforts.

All students are expected to:
❑ Have a revision folder
❑ Review their lessons for
the week and make
Cornell notes/ flash cards/
summary notes
❑ Print out some SATS past
papers and practise exam
Questions (all can be
found online)
❑ Once they start GCSE
content use - Kerboodle to
access the textbook and
other resources – ask
/email teacher if unsure of
login
❑ Use other relevant
revision websites (Seneca/
BBC Bitesize) or watch
revision videos (Free
Science lessons/ Fuse
School)

Getting in touch…
If you have any questions – please email Ms McGrath (Head of Science) at
s.mcgrath@arkacademy.org
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Art
Overview:
The Year 9 Art curriculum builds on the foundation skills acquired in year 8, of developing knowledge of the formal elements
(Line, Texture, Colour, and Shape), analysis of personal work and the work of others. The year 9 curriculum closely follows the
GCSE assessment objectives to ensure all pupils experience the expectations of an Art GCSE course.
Students are taught to experiment and investigate different materials and processes. They are encouraged to explore their ideas
and create their own artwork, whilst developing an ability to be self-critical and listen to constructive feedback from peers.

Term By term

Projects

Focus

Style of Assessment
GCSE Assessment Objective (AO)
1) Kerby Rosanes
Students create a GCSE style research and
2) Eva Magill Oliver
response projects, where they research a given
3) Architecture
artist and produce a transcription of their work and
then record their personal response to that artist’s
-Examination the work by other
work. Pupils use a variety of materials to explore
artists and different art movements artwork created by their chosen artists, ranging
-Exploration of how artists use the
from pen illustration to painting to digital
formal elements
manipulation. Pupils are also assessed on
-research and recording our personal presentation techniques used.
responses
-Observation drawing from primary AO1- Develop their ideas through investigations
informed by contextual and other sources,
and secondary sources
demonstrating analytical and cultural understanding.
=Analysis and critical evaluation
AO2- Refine their ideas through experimenting and
techniques

selecting appropriate resources, media, materials,
techniques and processes.
AO3-Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to
their intentions in visual and/or other forms.
AO4- Present a personal, informed and meaningful
response demonstrating analytical and critical
understanding and realising intentions.

Homework:
Students are set homework every week and they are expected to spend half an hour completing it. The homework
encourages independent research, exploration of materials and personal responses to others’ work - which build on
learning within the lesson and feeds into the following lessons.
Show My Homework:
All homework is available on Show My Homework, where pupils can also find examples of completed work to ensure
they understand homework expectations.
If a student misses a lesson and does not receive their homework, students can access the homework by logging into
Show My Homework. They can then complete at home.
https://ark.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar
Useful Resources: The school library
•
•
•

BBC Bitesize
www.Art2day.com
www.Illustrationweb.com
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Drama
Overview:
In Year 9 the Drama curriculum begins to tackle with the demands of the GCSE criteria. Students
develop work in a variety of ways, considering performance from the viewpoint of an actor, director
and technician. The topics studied are in line with the GCSE course and, therefore, students will end
the year fully prepared to begin a formal GCSE Drama course. The Year 9 curriculum is diverse and
provides the students with some unique opportunities.
Term by Term:

Fertile
Question
What are the
methods in
their
madness?

Autumn
1 and 2

Spring 1
and 2

Focus
Stanislavski and
Brecht:
A study of 2 pioneers
in acting exploring
their style and
methods of acting
through devised and
scripted work.

What makes a Blood Brothers:
good parent? An in depth study of a
full length play.
Developing skills of
working with a script.

Summer Can Drama
1 and 2 change the
World?

Reviewing Theatre:
Learn about how to
review pieces of
theatre using key
terminology and
structure in written
work.

Description
In this, unit students explore Stanislavski’s method of
realism. They explore how to make their characters come to
life on stage and an audience should be immersed to believe
in the emotions and characters presented to them. Students
then explore the epic theatre method of Brecht and his
belief in socio-political theatre making an audience question
what they view. This requires students to study issues that
are both social and political. Students develop an
understanding of the rehearsal process through 2
contrasting methods. Links to GCSE Drama and Performing
Arts devising component. Students complete a written
examination based on their understanding of both
Stanislavski’s and Brecht’s methods and are able to form a
justified opinion on both. Links to GCSE Drama and
Performing Arts written examination.
In this unit students study Willy Russell’s “Blood Brothers”,
looking in detail at the characters and structure of the play.
The theme of relationships and status will be studied in
depth. Students develop characterisation techniques leading
to an assessed scene from the play. Links to GCSE Drama and
Performing Arts performance unit. Students complete a
written examination based on their understanding of the
plot, themes and characters studied and how they have
portrayed them in their assessed scene.
Watch, analysis and evaluate live theatre. Be able to use
subject specific terminology to make judgement on an
actors’ use of physical and vocal skills. Through practical and
written workshops students will perform a section of the
play Much Ado About Nothing and be able to take on a
performance and production role within an assessment
group. Students will be about to critically write a review of
acting and gain a greater depth of understanding of the
performing arts industry and the roles and responsibilities
within it, which links directly to GCSE Performing Arts.

Useful Resources:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/blast/ Show My Homework
•
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Design & Technology
The year 9 curriculum builds upon skills learnt in year 8. We cover six specialist technical principles;
Papers and boards, Timber based materials, Metal based materials, Polymers, Textiles and Electronic systems.

Students will learn about and work through the iterative design processes. Students will use their
creativity and imagination to design and make prototypes that solve real and relevant problems,
considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values.”
Students are taught to experiment and investigate different materials and processes. They are encouraged to
explore their ideas and create their own projects, whilst developing an ability to be self-critical and listen to
constructive feedback from peers.

Here are the projects and the skills covered in each one.
1) Metal Jewellery
Theory of metals
Workshop safety
Designing jewellery
Using hand tools such as files and centre punch
Finishing metal
2) Mono amplifier
Theory of paper based materials
Analysing existing products
Technical drawing in 3D
Iterating designs
Creating 3D model
Soldering circuits
Evaluating products
3) Tote bag
Theory of textiles
Product design
Safety with textiles
Use of a sewing machine
Hand sewing

Assessment
GCSE style exam on all the theory taught relating to the projects.

Homework:
Students have one thirty minute home work each week. This provides opportunity for independent
learning and demonstration of knowledge learnt.
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Show My Homework:
All home works are always available on Show My Homework, where pupils can also find examples of
completed work to ensure they understand homework expectations.
If a student misses a lesson and does not receive their homework, students can access the
homework by logging into Show My Homework. They can then complete at home.
https://ark.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar

Useful Resources:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize
http://www.teachers-direct.co.uk/resources/quiz-busters
http://www.eatwell.gov.uk
http://www.vam.ac.uk/collections/index.html
http://www.technologystudent.com
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Geography
Overview:
Geography is the study of the earth and the people who live on it
The Y9 geography curriculum introduces the following 7 key geographical concepts:
•
•

Place – What places are like? Why are they different?
Space – How do people, products and information move between places? What patterns does
this create?
• Scale – How are places different at different scales?
• Connections – How and why are places connected together?
• Processes – How do humans and natural forces affect places?
• Environment – What will happen to places in the future? How can we affect this?
• Culture – How and why do people lead different lives? Is this difference fair?
Over the course of Key Stage 3 these concepts will be studied in depth, alongside the basic
Geographical map skills and fieldwork techniques.
Term

Fertile question

Assessment

Autumn 1

Why is there a development gap?

GCSE – style exam

Autumn 2

Is globalisation a good thing?

GCSE-style exam

Spring 1

How do we complete fieldwork in
Geography?

GCSE-style exam

Spring 2

Is the Middle East destined for conflict?

GCSE-style exam

Summer 1&2

Are natural hazards fair?

End of year exam

Homework: Students will receive two show my homework quizzes each week.
Useful Resources:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Atlas/wall map of the world
Newspapers – encourage your child to read a broadsheet newspaper to keep up-to-date
with relevant geographical news
TV news – again, an excellent resource to improve geographical knowledge
Documentaries
You! Discuss with them current affairs and geographical events. Test your child on the
location of countries and capitals. Discuss places you have been and key geographical events
you know.
BBC bitesize – a useful resource for revision, especially when testing key terms
Geographical Magazine and National Geographic – both are excellent magazines, with past
copies kept in the library
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History
Throughout Year 9 pupils will consolidate and develop the analytical thinking and writing skills
developed so far during Key Stage 3. There will be an increased focus on the specific requirements of
GCSE, in particular how to evaluate historical sources and respond to unseen questions. Pupils will
also be expected to revise independently in preparation for their end of unit assessments. Year 9 is a
crucial foundation year for pupils who are preparing to take History GCSE.
Term by Term:

Autumn 1

Autumn 2

Spring 1

Spring 2

Summer 1

Summer 2

Focus
THE ISLAMIC GOLDEN AGE
How far were developments in
mathematics the greatest achievement of
the Islamic Golden Age?
(Significance)
THE BRITISH EMPIRE
How similar was British rule in different
parts of the world?
(Similarity and difference)
CAUSES, CONSEQUENCES OF THE FIRST
WORLD WAR AND INTERWAR PERIOD
How did the world end up at war by 1914?
How did World War I lead to World War II?
(Causation and narrative analysis)
CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT
How did people campaign for the Civil
Rights Movement?
(Interpretations)
CAUSES OF GENOCIDE DURING THE 20th
CENTURY
What causes genocide?
(Causation and source utility)

Assessment
End of unit assessment consisting of
short-answer questions and an essay
question.
End of unit assessment consisting of
short-answer questions and an essay
question.
End of unit assessment consisting of
short-answer questions and an essay
question.
End of unit assessment consisting of
short-answer questions and an essay
question.
End of unit assessment consisting of
short-answer questions and an essay
question.
Final exam assessing students on the
whole of Year 9.

Revision for EoY exam.

Homework:
Every week, your child will be set a diagnostic homework quiz of 10 multiple choice questions based
on the week’s learning. Students must either achieve 100% in the quiz or attempt it three times in
order to complete their homework. Year 9 teachers may also set additional exam question practice
alongside this when necessary. Students are also equipped with a revision booklet at the start of each
new unit. This will support them when completing the diagnostic quiz, as well as with revision during
assessment periods.
Useful Resources:
•
•

The school library
BBC Bitesize KS3
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Modern Foreign Languages
Overview:
In Year 9, students build on their language skills in French or Spanish over two lessons a week. The course
focuses on the four main skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing, developed through study of the first
three GCSE modules and seeks to consolidate their knowledge of the past, present and future tenses. The
curriculum will also continue to open students’ eyes to the wealth of knowledge and experience, which
comes from studying a foreign language and culture in order to foster a love for the subject. Students studying
MFL are encouraged to develop their linguistic ability and literacy skills through regular practice of new
language, both in class and at home.
Term by Term:
French
Focus
Autumn

Describing myself, my
family and my friends
GCSE Theme: Identity
and culture

Spring

Leisure

GCSE Theme: Identity
and culture
Summer

Festivals and
celebrations
GCSE Theme: Identity
and culture

Description
Students will begin by reviewing how to ask and answer a range of
questions about themselves and will expand on their knowledge
by describing their relationships with their family and best friend.
Students will be challenged to develop their answers in a creative
way using more than one tense.
This unit revisits content students are generally well familiar with
from Y7 and Y8. The challenge for them is to be able to talk about
this topic from their point of view and from the point of view of
others. They are continuing to develop their knowledge of the
past, present and future tenses of key regular and irregular verbs.
Students will develop their cultural knowledge in this unit, a
cornerstone of language learning. This is a very important part of
the GCSE course for them as an awareness of French-speaking
festivals and celebrations is integral to understanding more
complex reading and listening texts. In addition, this unit is
challenging students to use a variety of tenses and modal verbs.

Spanish
Focus
Autumn

Holidays
GCSE Theme: Local area,
holiday and travel

Spring

School
GCSE Theme: School

Summer

Describing people and
talking about leisure
GCSE Theme: Identity
and culture

Description
Students begin by reviewing how to describe a past holiday but
are now expanding on their knowledge by describing their
preferences as well as a negative holiday. Students will be
challenged to develop their answers in a creative way.
Students will be able to describe in detail what they like and dislike
about their school, using more complex justifications. They will
discover the differences in Spanish school system as well as the
concept of school exchange to develop their cultural knowledge.
Students will begin by reviewing how to ask and answer a range of
questions about themselves and some of their leisure activities and
will expand on their knowledge by describing their relationships
with their family and friends. Students will be challenged to
develop their answers in a creative way using more than one
tense.
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Homework:
Students have one thirty-minute homework each week. This alternates between self-quizzing a set number
of lines from their parallel text and vocabulary learning on the Quizlet website. All homework is set using
Show My Homework.
Useful Resources:
• Knowledge Organiser- Students are given a Knowledge Organiser at the start of each half-term
which contains the key vocabulary, questions, grammar that will be taught, as well as a model
answer (parallel text). The Knowledge Organiser will often be referred to during lessons and
necessary for homework but can also be used by students to revisit their learning outside of school.
• www.quizlet.com -Little practice and often is recommended, class teachers will monitor students’
progress through the website
• http://www.languagesonline.org.uk -Students can learn vocab and grammar on this website.
• www.spanishrevision.co.uk -This website is excellent for recapping key vocab which is covered
during the year.
• http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages -This website has many interesting language videos which
students can listen to in order to improve their listening skills.
Students’ exercise books, along with their knowledge organisers, will be their biggest revision tool, therefore
they must ensure they keep their book well organised and well presented. You can support your child at home
by asking them to show you what they have been learning in class, quizzing them on the lines they are learning
of their parallel text or even asking them to teach you some French/ Spanish!
Contacts: If you have any questions about the Year 9 curriculum or learning, please contact Ms Reardon
(Head of MFL)-e.reardon@arkacademy.org
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Music
Overview:
In Year 9 the Music curriculum begins to tackle with the demands of the GCSE criteria. Pupils will be
studying a wide range of music and will be preparing for the rigour of GCSE music. They will be using
both instruments, and Logic software to compose.

Term by Term:

Useful Resources:
•
•

https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/content.php?r=3040-GCSE-music
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/gcse/music/

•
•
•

Classic FM
Radio 3
Radio 6 Music
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Physical Education
Overview:
The Year 9 curriculum in Physical Education further develops the key processes of developing practical
skills, making and applying decisions, developing physical and mental capacity, evaluating and
improving, and making informed choices about a healthy and active lifestyle. Alongside physical
development students will begin to look at theory content similar to the GCSE Physical Education
course such as ‘Performance Analysis’, ‘The Body Systems’ and ‘Health & Fitness’. A varied range of
activities is offered to suit the needs of individual teaching groups, including those that focus on
outwitting opponents (football or rugby, basketball or handball, cricket or softball, and badminton),
performing at maximal levels (Athletics) and exercising safely and effectively (Health Related Fitness).
They will be encouraged to take part in PE enrichment activities to extend their sporting opportunities.
The curriculum works on a carousel and throughout the year, the classes will rotate and take part
in the following sports:
Focus

Assessment through:

Developing Physical Skills

Netball or Rugby (Outwitting Opponents)

Making & Applying decisions
Developing Physical Skills
Basketball or Handball (Outwitting Opponents)
Evaluating and Improving
Making informed choices about a
healthy & active lifestyle
Health Related Fitness (Exercising safely and effectively)
Developing Physical & mental
capacity
Developing Practical Skills
Badminton (Outwitting Opponents)
Evaluating and Improving
Developing Physical & mental
capacity
&

Athletics (Performing at Maximal Levels)

Making & Applying Decisions
Developing Practical Skills
Cricket, Softball or Rounder’s (Outwitting Opponents)
Making and Applying Decisions
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Homework:
Students will be given homework as and when it suits the unit of work/activity. All homework issued
must be completed and returned during the next PE lesson.
Useful Resources:
•
•
•

www.fronter.com/ark - The PE Room
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/pe/ - BBC revision site aimed at GCSE PE
http://www.teachpe.com/gcse.php - GCSE PE webpage with lots of useful information

Useful Resources if you are considering GCSE PE in Year 10:
•

OCR GCSE (9-1) Revision Book – Available on amazon
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Religious Education
Overview:
From the start of Year 9 students begin their GCSE studies in RE. This will enable the vast majority
of students to sit a full GCSE in RE in year 11. Because of this your son or daughter will need to take
this subject incredibly seriously this year since any of the content the study could be on the final
GCSE exam.
In each topic that we cover students will develop their skills in answering GCSE questions, and
develop specific knowledge. As students’ skills improve so should their grades, although it is possible
that students will find some topics more challenging than others. GCSE RE deals with moral issues
such as crime, war and relationships. As well as this we look in detail at the beliefs and practices of
Islam and Christianity.
In year 9 students will learn about one ethical issue and start their study of Christianity. In the first
term students will study Relationship and Families. They will explore Christian and Muslim
perspectives on marriage, contraception, homosexuality and gender. In the final term students will
return to Christianity to discover the core beliefs Christian have.
Term by Term:
Term

Focus

Assessment

Autumn

Introduction to GCSE Religious Studies

Spring

Are some families and relationships better than others?
Are some families and relationships better than others?
What do Christians believe?

Summer What do Christians practice?

GCSE questions on different
types of family life
GCSE questions on gender and
homosexuality
GCSE questions on the Trinity
and the life of Jesus
GCSE questions on sin, salvation
and creation.

Homework:
Every week students will complete a SMHW quiz based on the previous lesson, and at least once a
half term some extended writing as part of their homework.
You will be given Knowledge Organisers for every unit that you have studied so far which you need
to use at home in your own revision.
Useful Resources:
•
•

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/
http://www.rsrevision.com/GCSE/
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Personal, Social, Health & Economic Education [PSHE]
&
Relationship & Sex Education [RSE]
In line with statutory government guidance:
•
•

Relationship, Sex and Health Education are now a compulsory part of secondary education for all
students [from September 2021]
All students receive one lesson per week [55 minutes] dedicated to PSHE; including all statutory RSE
& health content.

At Key Stage 3, pupils build on the skills, attitudes, values, knowledge and understanding they have acquired and
developed during the primary phase. The PSHE curriculum acknowledges and addresses the changes that young
people are experiencing, beginning with transition to secondary school, the challenges of adolescence and their
increasing independence. It teaches the skills which will equip them for the opportunities and challenges of life.
Pupils are encouraged to manage diverse relationships and the increasing influence of peers and the media. The
PSHE curriculum allows them to be more confident in addressing the challenges of effective learning and making a
full and active contribution to society.

PSHE & RSE is non-assessed [there is no qualification in this subject area]
Year 9 Programme of Study
Term

PSHE/RSE Strand

Autumn 1

Health & wellbeing

Autumn 2

Relationships

Spring 1

Careers & Pathways

Spring 2

Relationships

Summer 1

Health & Wellbeing

Summer 2

Living in the Wider World

Unit Title/Focus

Healthy Lifestyle Choices
Social Media & Drugs [Alcohol & Cannabis] Misuse

Respectful Relationships
Healthy & Unhealthy Relationships
Online Relationships [Behaviour & Safety]
Ark Ambitions
GCSE Pathway Journey
Career Vision & Goal Setting

Intimate Relationships
Consent [including online consent]

Peer Influence & Gangs
Exploitation & Peer Influence

EconoME [Financial Literacy]
Impact of financial decisions [including debt & gambling]

Link to government statutory guidance: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationshipseducation-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education

PSHE & RSE Lead: Mr O’Carroll [Vice Principal]
s.ocarroll@arkacademy.org
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